
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



»"^ 






ir■^^■ 



0€- 



-90 



Cfi- 



LIBRARY 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA. 

Accessions No. 2^ S S^'V / S/i'/f Xo. 



;!'\ 



-?>> 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 






m 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 




i 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



** The usefulness of * The Qlipe Branch' is i)ot wholhr, nor even principal 
ly ctrnfined to one or'tvo'readibes. Asa bopk ot reference, it is ahnost 
lubove value. Men who are ^igagea continually in the avocatien by which 
they and their ^unities subsist, canni^ be expected to commit to memoiy 
erenthembst important parts of the many interesting^ documents which re- 
late to our intercourse with Ibreijg^ nations; nor do they often collect and 
presierre these documents to recur to when a difference oi opinion arises^ 
The Ofive Branch is calculated to supply both these defects. Here the 
most important state papers, on ^ most <&puted subjects^ are thrown to- 
gether uid explained and illustrated with intelligence and candour. 'When 
any dii^ute occurs, one has only to t^e up this work, turn to the index, and 
open to whatever topic he desires to be informed of. The documents are 
authenUc; and tbe party who is mistaken, will, if his mind is open to con- 
viction, be convinced of his enor, and, if he is an honest man, he will ac- » 
knowledge and abandon it 

** 'When the first edition of this wotk appealed, notwithstamfing some er^ 
rors and omissions, I conadered it the bc^t bohtical tract which had been 
pubfiahed for many years. When the second edi^on issued fh>m the press^ 
I rijychssed that; and found it simended in some, and much improved in 
other particulars. The third edition, which was, I underhand, printed u\ 
Boston^ I did not see. But the fourth edition, which was extended to two 
Tolumea, which enlarged oaseveial topics treated on in the former editions, 
and embraced serena important subjects, not touched on in them, was so 
hi^hfy aatis&ctory to me, that I presented the copies I had, to some of my 
neigfabonrs, who had not the abdity to purchase for themselves, and procur- 
ed this for iQyselE Its utility to me has oeen very great It has reminded 
me of many things I had fbigotten, and acquainted me «dth many others I 
war ignoiant of I think the same beneficial effects must be experienced by 
c^erv man who reads it, with i desre to have his memory lefresned, and hu 
mind enlightened. Ifour government is worth maintuning, and the intelli- 
gence of Uie people is one of its safe-guards, those who employ their time, 
and talents, inditTusing that inteUigence in the most correct and acceptable 
manner, and form, arereaUy enUtl^ to the gratitude of eveiy fiiend oft the 
government^ ' Trenton True America^ May^ 1815. 

«The Olive Branch is a serious vp^esl to the two gK^t parties which dt- 
vWeour^s ouiitry , on the necessity of mutual forgiveness and harmony. In 

" piu'suing his plan, the writer has, with great industiy, collected and anwtt- 
ed his matenals; and with no small share of talent, has illustrated bis snb- 
ject in the roost striking manner, by rrgiirrirqtnijrrrn fr^n itffittt' '^i *"' 
Uicn tic docum ents of vario us kiiid8--^lroinn5ttnOTana state archives — wne- 
THcf 11 M rt|RJBnpr^iyfIui!benf]^'Glcts and references,— as an historical dcetch 
o£ the riscf Mid progress of party spirit, firom the consummation of our inde- 
pendence, to the present day(--as a memorial, which ought never to be for- 
gotten, of the pernicious elfects of that spirit, when carried beyond the 
hounds of reason and justice: — ^in short, whether we view the Olive Branch 
a* a poBtical appeal to die good sense of the nation, or as a record of liistorical 
events, with which every American ought to be acquainted— we consider it 
a work of the higheBt value, the drculation of which every friend of hi? 
countiy is bound to promote. 

••It is not the republican alone, who wil 1 derive satisfiiction from the pe- 
rusal of this volume. The federalists will find in it, many egrepous fauhs 
pointed out, which have been committed by the republican party, both in 
the national and state governments; otherwLse the work would riot be con- 
sistent with iti title, which is— THE OLIVE BUANCH; OR, FAULTS ON 
BOTH SIDES, FEDERAL AND DEMOCRATIC— A SERIOUS APPEAL ON 
THE NECESSITY OP MUTUAL FORGIVENESS, AND HARMONY :— 
And it must be confessed, that the best way to correct the faults of both 
sides, is to induce both, if possible, to open their eyes to their own faults, 
as well as to those of their opponents. This kudable work Mr. Carey has 
the credit of attempting. Wnether- the attempt is a visionaiy one, or not, 
time must determine. At all events, let every honest, independent man, of 

' both parties, read the Olive Branch, if he would know the whole truth "— »^/- 
hmitBegi9fcr,Jtme 15, 1815. 

I 
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^In tfae.wafmth and violence of % political contest, it ruelj happenf that 
either paity is entirely faultless. Imperfection, in a greater or less degree, 
isstamped on every thing human : and the inctividual, much more the party, 
who should claim an entire exemption from it, would betray the grossest igu 
norance. In times of turbulence, however, few are sufficiently elevated above 
the influence of party passion, to expose error, wherever found. Tlie faults 
of a favorite party are too commonly passed over in silence, and those of the 
opposite, unreasonably magnified. 

^The author of the OUve Branch has taken a stand beyond the reach of 
party influence. The groveling notions of the bar-room politician constitute 
no part of his political system, '\yhen, in his obinion, tne republican admi- 
nistrations or the republican party have deserved censure, he has freely bes- 
towed it His work cairies on its face the most convincing proof not merely 
of strength of genius, and depth of research, but the most stem political in- 
tegrity."^ MtkOeburs GaxeUe, May, 1815. 

^There is perhaps no book extant, that in so small a compass contains so 
•eat a quantity of^ momentous political truth. like the two edged swoid* 
id to have been wielded by the angel of light against ** Satan and his an- 

-als," it dispels and puts to flight an anny of error and falsehood."— «r€e% 

£^fi9ter, vol vii. page 371. ' 

<*The Olive Branch, or Faults on both sides, federal and democratic, is no 
party publication : it contains a lucid examination of the fin^ts of both par- 
ties, and calls loudlvfor union in defence of our territory and the dearest in- 
terests of idL — We have never seen a publication in this country that so jiisUy 
merited the patronage of all. Federalists and Bepublicans will both see their 
£uilt8 cleariypoinfed outand commented on. We admire the independent 
spirit of the publication. Although we do not subscribe to all the tenets, ob- 
jects, and recommendations contained in the Olive Branch, ^et we thinksuch 
a publication particularly valuable, as it comprises in a succmct view a well- 
manged mass of public and political documents on the subjects willed to 
the war, particuhriy that of Impressment, the Orders in Council, correspon- 
dence of Mr.Erskine and Mr. dmith, previous to the war, and important cor- 
respondence beween our public fiinctionaries and those of the enemy since 
the war. Every man should possess this book, and read it carefully through 
irithout prejudice."— Bort©n'JP<rfrw<. 

•• Before I proceed further, however, I must do justice to a writer so ob- 
viously disinterested, independent, and patriotic, as the author of the * Olive 
Branch,' by saying, that he has done ample justice to the character of Mr. 
Jefferson, in casting back upon his assailants the foul chargel of * French 
Influence and enmity to trade :' this he does in a manner that mustbrin^ con- 
viction home, to eveiy bosom that possesses a angle drop of the milk of 
human kindness ; and let me add, that the justice thus done to tnat great 
and good man, will not be the less useful in coming forth in a volume, 
which centure8 •wUhmU fscar, and praisea without adulation*' Jurora, 

Extract of a letter from Jama Madison, Esq President of the United States. 

Washington, Jan. 28, 1815. 

•* I have not been able as yet to do more than glance at the plan of the 
work, and run over a few of its pacpes. The course adopted of assembling 
authentic and striking facts, and addressing them ^ impartially and indepen- 
dentiy,but vnth becoming emphasis, to the attention of the public, was 
best fitted to render it a valuable and seasonable service*, and it appears that 
the success of yonr labour will well reward the laudable views with which 
St was undertaken." 



fA 



Eoetract of a letter from Thomas Jefersm, Esq. ex-president of the United States. 

MonticeHo, Feb. 9, 1815. 
•• I thank you forthe copy of the Olive Branch you have bee^ so kind as 
to send me. Many extracts from it which I had seen in the newspapers, had 
excited a wish to procure it A cursory view over the work has confirmed 
the opinion excited by the extracts, that it will do great good," 
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<<Factkm is the madness of the many for the benefit of the few.^ 

Frenzied be the heacL^pokied be the himd.»Mthat attemps to destroy 
Uie untoD." Gtn, Eaton. 

•* Truths wo«dd you teach.~Mor save a smking land : 
«* All lear^». none M you....And few understand.** Pope. 

» :Etfer9 kmgdMn dMdedagaim Utdf, m brought to DESOL^TIOAr.** 

Matt. xU. 25. 

M In dSmamoHe miOa «o&<« contpicUur.** Caesar. 

«If we may pay a proper regard to truth, we shall find it necessary not 
mAf to condemn our friends upon some Oqii^ons, atid commend our enemies* 
but also to commend and condemn the same persons, as difi*erent circum- 
atances may require ; for as it is not to be imafpned, that those vrho are en- 
gaged in great affaiis, should alwajrs be pursuing fidse or mistaken measures ; 
ao neither is it probable thattheirconductcanatall times be exempt from 
eiror.** JPokbha. 

*■ Neither the kw of (Suristianity nor of Reason requires us to prottrate 
our naUmal independence, freedom property and honour at the feet of proud 
t^rmmcal oppreooore.^ Address of Rev. Dr. David'Osgood, May, 1798. 

** Watch those ungratefiil souls who murmur about taxation and op« 
pceaaioa— the burdens of government and relisnon. Theif home feCUm' 
okip wkk our enamn. thcf are traitors to God and Christianity.''^ AA^ 
dreoo bg the Rev, Dr. EUjah ParUh, My 4, 1799. 

** Am dtigeiu, ve ou^kt with one heart to clearue to and ouppori our otm 
gtnemment. It i§ a gooemmerU of our own fimdngr, and atkmnittered by 
men ef our emm choke.** Sermon by Rev. Jedidiah Morse, May 9, 1799. 
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Extract from Governor Strongfa S^dh ^7tK January, 1806. 

Chuigies in the constitution of government are more injurious than in the 
S]rstem of laws:-~«i'0n a tnuUlirmovathn may dcttroy itt principles. Thefra- 
mers of the constitution bad before them not only the forms which had 
been preferred by the several states ; but those also, which, before that 
time, oad been devised in other a^ and nations. And though the re- 
peated expenments which have smce taken place. in Eurcpe, maysus^- 
^;e9t matter for warning, they afford nothing for imitation. If, notwi£- 
standing, it is found by experience, that the constitution opperates very 
unequuly, or the construction of any part is doubtful,' amendnientil may 
be necessaiy to alter or expUun it,—JBta ti is in vain to expect that aQ 
toiU be eati^Sed, Free governments admit of "an endless variety of mod-* 
ifications ; and the opftinions entertained of their resbeetive merits are 
equally various. When the constitution was established, pertiaps no man 
that became subject .to it was peiiectiy pleased with every part^-/( 
toas the reeuU qf mutual concemon .* and such, indeed, must always be the 
case, when a form of government is voluntarily accepted by a corn- 
muni^. 

*XCj J^ the mmdaofaome nienftheireeeme to bearestleen^rwhieh rendere 
them dkaaH^ied -with any vnifhmicoureeofihmge^ and makes tkemea^^in 
the pursuit of novelty. They abound m projects^ and, are ever medUating^ 
some fanciful change in Ute fian rfgowrnmenJ^ -MchthfAr immaginatiens;^repre'' 
sent as "UsefuJU^Sut men f^ great ambition are still mere dangerous / they dom- 
monfy make ^fattest pretences to principles^ though they are ac^tatedmly by 
self interest. If the constitution or laws of their coimtry present obstacles to the 
accomplishment of their -wishes^ they en^^ every artifice to alter or abolish ihemf 
and, if Hidhnduaa oppose their atten^, they areequaUy artful and so&dtous 
to destroy their infiuence and render them odious to their fsUoto citizens, 

** Few men, even in a prosperous ccmmmnity are fully satisfied with 
their con<Htion. A great part are easily induced to believe, that there 
is something wrong in the government or laws, which might be rectifi- 
ed to th^ ^vantage. They therefore readily embrace any spoedciUs 
proposal to effect an alteration.-:— TAe crafty and ambitious know how to 
avail themselves of this tBsposition to change, and encourage their foUowere 
to expect that the amendments they propose will perfectlv suit their case, 
and produce the very blessings they wssk in this way they not only ef. 
feet their immediate object but acquire an influence which enables 
them afterwards to accomplish the most disastrous innovations. Such 
persons encourage hopes tiiat can never be realized, and excite com- 
plaints which the most wise and benevolent administration is unable to 
remove. iL?y Sv / 

« Our forms of government are doubtless like all other human initi- 
tutiona imperiect; bat— they will ensure the blessmgsr of freedom to the 
citizens, and preserve their tranquUity, as long as they are virtuous { 
and no constitution that has been or can be formed will secure those 
blessings to a depraved ana vicious people." 

Extract from the answer of the Massachusetts Senate to the 
Governor's Speech of 17th. January, 1806. 

<< We shall look with a still more cautious eye upon every innofi^ 
tion attempted to be made upon our national constitution. The integ- 
rity, expenance, and extensive information discovered by the illustrious 
diaracters who framed that valuable instrament and the series of public 
prosperity enjoyed under it, entitle it to our higliest veneration ; itscxcd- 
lence appears with still greater lustre, when compared with the ephe- 
meral constitutions of many nations which have flitted across the eye 
in rapid succession, and then sunk into total oblivion. We are not m- 
sensible, that our form of government must be imperfect, as was the 
nature of its authors: but we recollect, at the same time that any 
proposed alteration vnder the name of amendment is Uable to the same im- 
perfection, 

** Believing therefore that the principles of the constitution are as wdl 
adjueted as human infirmity will permit, and that a small innovation may 
easentiaUy pervert its original tendency, we shaU exert ourselves to pre- 
serve it in its present form, ^except in cases where its operation shaD 
be kmA extremely unequal and oppressive.'* 
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GO, OtVfk ittlANCH 

into A COMMUNTTT, WHICH, DBAGGED VStb 
ADEATH-UKE STUPOR, 
"WITH UNPARALLELED APATHY BEHGOJDIS 

TBB 

PILLABS OF THE GOVERNMENT TEARING AWATw 

profertV sinking in value— 
the country 

prostrate ATTHE feet OFA RUTHI£SSF(NSy 

ANARCHY rAPH)LY APPROACHING^ 

f A NUMBER OP AMBITIOUS LEADERS, REGAR]H£SS 

OP THE 

COMMON DANGER^ ^ 

STRUGGLING TO 8EIZE UPON THE GOVERNMENT, 

AND 

AFPABEMTLY DETERMINED THE COUNTRY SHALL GO TO 

PERDITION, 

UNLESS THEY CAN POSSES^ THEMSELVES OF POWER; 

AND, WITH THIS V](EW, OPPOSING AND DEFEATING, 

EVERY MEASURE, 

CALCULATE TO INSURE OUR SALVATION. 

APPEAL TO THE PATRIOTISM, 

-THE HONOUR, THE FEELING, THE SELF-INTEREST OF YOXfe, 

READERS, 

TOSAVB A NOBLE NATIpN FR<»I RUE^ 
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THIS BOOK, 

(ASA ICAfiKOP CatATTTUDE F(»lt 

INESTIKABfcfe BLESSINGS ENJOYBD IN 

UBEBTY OP PERSON, LD^RTY OP PBOFEBTT^AirD UBERTY OP 

OPINIONS, 
TO A raGB£E NEVER EXCEEDED IN THE WORU)^) 

18 BSSnCITDKLT BXDICATID 

TO A BELOVED BUT BLEEIHNG COUNTRY, 
TORN IN PIECES 
BT ■ • 
FACTIOUS, I^SPERATE, CONVULSIVE, AND BUIH0U9 
STRUGGI£S FOR POWER. 



IT 18 LIKEWISE OBDIOATXD TO TBOSS 

MILUONS OF HUMAN BEINGS, 

WHO NEITHER HOLD NOR SEIXOFHCE, 

BUT WHO ARE MAim THE INSTRUMENTS OP TBOSA 

WHO DO SE^ THEM: 

AND WHO, WHILE A FOREIGN ENEMTPRESSES 

AT THEIR DOORS, 

ARE ENFEEBLED AND KEPT FROM UNION, 

TO GRATIFY THE AMBmON OF 

APEWMEN, 

(NOT ONE IN FIVE THOUSAND OP THE WHOLE COMMUNTTY) 

WHO HAVE BROUGHT 

TOTBE VERY VERGaS OP DEST R U CT I O N, 

THE FAIREST PROSPECT 

THAT EVER SHONE OS ANY NATION. 
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PREFACE 

TO TBE FIMST EBJTKXY. 

PhilMdelfhiih, JV*ov. 8, 1814** 

I SUBIST this work to viy, fellqiw-citizens with an uncommon 
degree of solicitade and anxiety. The subject it embraces, and 
the objects it has in view, are of ine^ressible raaenitude. The 
snHect is the present critical situation of the United States^ 
wim fte causes that have led to that situation ; the objects, the 
restoration oif harmony, and dissipation of party rage and ran* 
coor* 

It cannot be any logger doubted th^t tiiere exists a conspira- 
cy in New-Epglana, among a few of the most wealthy and influ- 
ential citizens, to eflfect a dissolution of the union at every haz- 
ard, and to form a seperate confederacy. This has been asserted 
by some of our citizens for years, and strenuously decied by 
others, deceived by the mask the conspirators wore, and their 
hollow professions. But it requnes more than Beeotian stupidi- 
ty and dulness, to hesitate on the sulgect after the late extraor- ' 
dinary movements, which cannot possibly have any other ob* 
jcct 

It is eighteen years . since this dangerous project was promul- 

fated,t From that period to the present, it Kas mt been one 
our out of view; And unholy and pernicious, as was the end, 
the means employed were at least equally unholly and perni- 
cious. Falsehood, deception, and calumny, in turn, have 
been called in to aid the aesign. The passions of the people 
have been kept in a constant state of the most extravagant ex- 
citement. Every act of the -government has been placed in the 
most revolting point of view. To the administration have been 
unceasingly ascribed the most odious objects, pursued by tlie 
most detestable means. 

About two thirds of the papers published in New-England are 
opposed to tlie present administration. They are all exparte. 
I think it is doubtful vvhether a single numl)er of the Centinel, 
Repertory, Boston Gazette, &c. has been published for years, 
free from attacks on the administration. And I am pretty 
well convinced, that attempts at vindication are hardly ever al- 
lowed a place. The object steadily, and invariably, and indus- 
triously pursued, is to run down the incumbents in office at 
all events. To this every tiling is made subservient 

• The re«der is rtauested in readings the different Prefeccs, to pay 
pvticular attention to meir dates. 

t In a series of essays, published under die signatures of Pdham, ia 
the C<Mmccticut Oourant, 1796. .See page 264. 
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ft REJPiLCS TO THE HRST EDITION. 

Oi^ the uyustice, the eruelty of this procedure, it is Hee^leps 
to descant ' It h treating the highest public functionaries of the 
countrj, chosen by the unbiassed suffrages of a free people, wors^ 
than we should treat the reriest rascal in society. If he were 
accused of any crime whateyer, his defence would be patiently 
lieard before sentence would be pronounced. But our nrst ma* 
gistrate, and other public officers, are accused, tried and condemn- 
ed without a possibility of defence. 

This is a great and deplorable evil-^-an evil so inveterate^ as to 
render a remedy almost hopeless* It is hardly possible for any go* 
Vermont to stand against such an unjust system. It b pregnant 
with the most awful consequences to society. 

I am not to be told, that there are many papers devoted to 
the defence of the government as well as to run it down. 
This I well know I but this does not remove the difficulty. Such 
is ;the folly of the times, that the mass of our citizens confine 
themselves to those pi^rs calculated to strengthen their preju- 
. dices. Thejr rarelv read defences, if any appear. And tnus it 
is not surprising that tho?e prejudices become daily more and 
more (inveterate — and that through the address and industry of 
artful men, thev are prepared to overturn that conatitofion, to 
whose* abuse and pervertion they ascribe i|ll thjoee sufferings which 
have really flowed from the r^acity and injustice of Sie belli- 
gerents. 

B^sid^ the p^rty in New-England, who are deterinined on a 
separation of the states for their own aggrandizement — ^there is 
a party in the middle states equally dangerous. They are dai- 
ly engaged in preparing the public mind for seizing the reign^ 
of gqyemment by viqlengs, and expelling the public func* 
tionarieSf 

With these geptlemen, it 19 a fiitvourite idea to send the pres- 
ident to Elba, and supply his place with one of their own friends, 
and tlius save the people 'the necessity of another election. 
Mr. Barent (rardeni^r, of New York, una a few violent men in 
congress, are the most active of this party. All their talents 
and i^ndqstry are devoted to this vile purpose. 

This (blood and murder— lanterns and guillotines apart) — ^is as 
revolutionary, as disorganizing, asjacobinicalapr<^ect as any of 
those of Danton, L^endre, Marat, Petion, or Robespierre, in 
the early stages of the French revolution. And, reader, "fey 
not tite flattering unction to your sou/," ^at we shall in this 
event escape bloodshed. It is as impossible that such a flagitious 
project should be carried into operation, without torrents of 
blood being shed, as that you can tear awav the foundations 
on wliich a mighty edifice rests, without the edifice itself crum- 
bling to ruins, or that you can remove the dykes which oppose 
the progress of a vast body of water, and not have the aja- 
Gcnt country overflowed. 

With Mr. Gardenier, it is a favourite phrase that « tte jpf e- 
sent administration must come down.^^ This is tolerably explicit. 
It is impossible to mistake the intention or the mode of effecting 
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TKE.VACA TO THE FIHSTEDITIOK. . t 

k. The Ifttter is rery simple. Historj ftfrttisbei nuniei^oits ex- 
aiiples. It ia ^e mode by which Cromwell expelled the Rumj^ 
pAiiiameiit, and seizod the reigns of government himself* It is 
Ae mode by whiel^ after the mbicon was passed, Julius CMar 
rose to power <hi the ruins of the commonwealth. And, to come 
torn latter period; it is ^e modto whereby Bonaparte nuule him* 
•eif master eftiie destinies of France. 

But, Mr. Gardenier, we lire not ripe for that project y^t* Can 
you, or general Wh^b^n, who*has giren the UmsU^^* James Mad- 
ron, on the inland of £lba"-»^an you, I say, be mad enough to be- 
Keve that the hardy yeomanry of New Yo»,Kew Jersey, or P«nn« 
syWania, will submit toallow any band of desperadoes witii impuni- 
ty to tear the highest public functionaries or the nation from their 
teats— ^nen chosen, m strict conformity with the terms of the 
sdciai compact ? 

If you flatter yourself with any such pleasing delusions, awake, 
ami shake off me mighty error. Rely upon it, that those who 
may make the saerilegioos attenipt wifl with their deluded fol- 
lowers suSbt' condign punishment as traitors^ 

Tbe United States hare for a considerable time past exhibited 
a spectacle of the most extraordinary kind, and almost unique in 
the history of the world. 

Our form of government has probably but One material defect. 
It wants a due decree of ener^, partitAlarly pending war. 
If it #ere ^ree froni this, it might last as long as the Roman 
government. 

This defect must be a subject of deep and serious regret to 
all good men, not merely our cotemporaries or countrymen, but 
to those in fiiture times and distant countries, who may feel an 
interest in the happiness of their fellow men. In nertisiDg 
history, we lament tbeenlors, of our ancestor^'— ours will be a sub- 
ject of lamentation to our posterity. 

Taking' into consideration this serious defect in the frame of 
•or government, it is the duty of all good citizens to uphold and 
support it But all considerations of duty apart, mere selfish- 
ness eu&htt04»rompt all men who have any interest in the wel- 
fhre ef uie country, who have any thing to loose by convulsions, 
and tumults, and concision, and anarchy, to cling to and uphold 
the eovemment, whereby they are protected in the enjoyment 
ef anthe blessings of life. 

Bot it is awful to relate, that a large proportion of the weal* 
fluest men in the eommunity have been as sedulously employed 
in tearing down the pillars of the eovernment-«-in throwing every 
obstacle, and difficulty, and enmarrassmeilt in the Way of its 
adnunistrators, as if it were a government equally oppi^sive with 
that of Algiers or Turkey, or as if they could derive advantage 
from anarchy. Should they be cursed with final success in 
their endeavours, fhey and their posterity will mourn the con* 
Mqit^ces. 
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The n&tional Tessef is on rocks alid quicksands, an4 in' danr 
&er of shipwi:eck. There is, moreover, a larra* and more formi^ 
dable veMet preparing all possible means for her destruction. 
Yet, instead of efforts to eraicate her, .the crew are distracted 
by a dispute how she came into that situation. The ^rand and 
only object of a p^ of them is to get the Helm mto their 
own hands'— and rather than not succeedy they are resolved 
riie shall go to perdition. This partjr swears all th^ difficulty 
and danger are . owine ta the imbecilitv, the corruption, tiie 
madness and folly of tiie pilot, whom they threrten witi^ ^a 
halter," or to put him ashore <* on the Island, of Elba." The 
others swear with equal veheihence, that the refractory, turbulent, 
and factious spirit of the mutinous part of the crew has rim the 
vessel antmnd. They are accordingly determined to defend the 
pilot. A few individuals, who see that both parties ha4 
contributed to produce this calamitous etent,' in vam hold out 
^the Olive Branch j^* and imnlore them to suspend all enqui*, 
ries as t6'the cause of the danger till the ship is righted. It 
is in vain. While the parties are more and more inflamed 
apinst each other, the vessel bulges on a sharp rock— ^owa 
me goes-*pilot— and supporters— 4nd mutineers— 4md peace 
makers— 4dl in one common destruction. 

Tills 1 am fearful will be our fate. It may be prevented^ 
All that is necessary is for a few influentiiJ men in tiie dif- 
ferent states to step ^rward— 4>ury the hatchet — and lay asider 
all minor considerations while the vessel of state is in danger. 
This policy is so obviously jiist, that one hundred individuals 
throughout the union setting the example, would have suffi- 
eient efficacy to accomplish the blessed object of saving their 
country. 

Will the Clarksons, the Rays>the Ludlows, the Remsens, the 
Ogdens, the Pearsalls, the Lenoxes, the Harrisons, the Lawren- 
ces, the M'Cormicks, of New York"— -the Willinffs. the Francis-- 
es, the Norrises, the Biddies, the Latimers, the Tilghmans, the* 
Wains, the Ralstons, the Lewises, of Philadelphiar^&e Gilmors^ 
the Olivers, the Sterets, the Howards, the Smiths, the Bryces^ 
the Grahams, the Cookes, of Baltimore— 4nd other such estima- 
ble federalists- throughout the unioB,'Continue to regard with apathy 
the dangers of their country, and not make a bdd and decisive 
stand to rescue her ? No, It cannot be.- Heaven has*not, I hope^ 
so far blotted us out of its favourable remembrafice, as to abanooa 
us to such a frightful-'destiny. It will at this late hour interpose 
for our salvation, and dispel the horrible mists of passion and 
prejudice— of madness and folly — ^whicb intercept from ourvie\r 
the abyss that yawns before us, ready to swallow us up in reme- 
diless destruction. 

In England, the opposition to the ministry is always violent^ 
and, like the opposition here, is too generally directed against 
qU the measures of governments whether meritorious or other*' 
wise. But their is in parliamtot a substantial country fortyy 
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firfaicb occasionally vote with the minister, and oecasionaii j with 
ihe opposition— 9up{x>rting or opposing measures as conscience 
^ctates. 

It is a most unfortunate finct, that in congress the number of 
nembers of this description is very small. That body may be 
geaerally cHissed into federalists and demotrats, wlio too fre- 
quently vote in solid columns. Ti^ere aire, I grant, laudable ex^ 
cmUoBs. But they are too rare. 

This is one of ^he worst features in the situation of the coun- 
try. The indiscriminate adherence tb party, and tinifonn sup- 
pert of party arranseinents, encourage the leaders to proceed to ex- 
fremMies, and to adopt violent and pernicious measures. Which the , 
good sense of their followers may reprobate, but from which they 
have nvt fortitude enotigh to unthnold their support. Thia^hasbeen 
in all countries the most frightful of the consequences of the uiriioly 
and deleterious spirit of mction. Men, originally of the purest 
hearts and best intentions, are by this i^nis fuiuusj gradually 
4orrtipted^ and led step by step to unite m acts at which, they 
would, at the commencement of their career, have recoUed 
wUh horror knd affright.' I beliiive it is a sound political 
maxim, that a thoroughgoing party-man 'never taas a perfectly 
honest politician; for there hi^nily ever yet was a party free ir6m 
errors and crimes, more or less gross, in exact proportion to 
^e folly or the wickedness of its leaders. 

The Jews, when besieged hj Titus, within the walls of &e{r 
netropolig, availed t^em^ves of the cessation of hostile attacka 
on the part of their external enemies, to elut their vengeance^ 
ai^d. malice, and factious spirit, by butcheiing each other— 
aid tlraa botii parties fell an easy prey to the invaders. To 
this deploraUe pitch of madness we have not pet arrived. But 
that we have hitherto escaped this calamity, is not for want ojf 
industry on the part of some persons who are nnceasinsly em- 
ployed as incenoiaries in Mowing up the 'flaitoes of discord, 
and preparing us for similar scenes. The cool, and calm, and 
temperate piut of the community appear torpid and languid, 
and take no steps to avert the awful catastrophe. Let them 
awake from their slumbers soon; or at no distant day, the 
evil may be remediless, and they will in vain moorn over iheijp 
folly. 

I believe Mr. Madison perfectly upright; tbat his adminisi- 
tration of the government has been conducted with as pure 
intentions, as ever actuate a first magistrate of any country; and 
that lord Chatham or the great Sully would have^ found ita very ar- 
duous task to manage the helm under the difficulties, external 
and internal, that he has had to contend with. But if it were 
a question that related wholly to Mr. Madison or his admin- 
istration, 1 should never have trespassed on die public.-^ 
Were Mr. Madispn as patriotic as Curtius, or the Decii, who 
grace the Roman story-r-and as immaculate as an archangel-— 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^ BBEFAG^ TO THK flBST BI»TIOK. 

naj, were ail the heroes tnd statesmea of the rerolutioii-x^^t- 
tored to life^aad entrusted with the administration— 1 should 
•onsider their honour/ their interests, th^ir happmess. or tfaeie 
safety, as dvist in the balance compared with the safyatioa of 
eight millions of people. 

It is d^cult to conceiye an object more worthy of the ef«> 
forts of an ardent mind. A review of history will conyince any 
reasonable or candid person, that there jieverwas, and indubi«>. 
tably there is not at present i^more interesting portion of the 
human species, (hah the inhabitants oif the United States. There 
nerer was a nation in which all- the solid blessings and com* 
« forts of Hfe were more fully eiyoyed than diey are here, and 
where they were secured by such slender sacrifices. I am not 
SQ blind an admirer of it, as not to see that it hi^ defects. 
There nerer was a nation or individual free from them. But 
tak^ all die leading points that give assurance of happiness, and 
afford the secessary indications of respectability : and at n^ 
period can there be found a nation stai^ding on more devated 
ground. 

The former points of diflbrenee between the federalists and 
democrats have lost nearly all their importiince. They are 
perged in objects of incomparably higher moment Evils of 
incalcqlaUe magnitude menace us. A powerful enemy^ flush- 
ed with success, and with superabundant means of annoyance 
hovers on m\r ceast% and, through his formidid)le navy, is en- 
abled to inflict on us deep and lasting injury. And what is 
pregnant with more terror by &r, instiad of aiding to entri- 
^te us from this perilous situation, the opportunity of a sea- 
son of diflKcnlty and danger is seized oi^ to aissolve the 
union, to raise upkjbostile and jarring confederacies, and to des* 
troy tiie hopes mloikind have formed of ournoUe governmental 
' experiment. 

To continue to dispute about the minor points that have 
divided the parties heretofore, would be madness. How super- 
lative would be the folly and absurdity of two men, who were 
fighting about the interior decorations and arrangements of 
an edifice, r^ardle^ of the operations of two othersi one of 
whom was undermining and preparing to blow it iip in the 
air, ai^d the other providing a tor^ii to set it on fire? A strait 
jacket would be top slender a restraint for them. Such is the 
folly andmadne^ of those democrats and federalists, who con« 
tinue their warfare about the mode of administering the con- 
Stitutioz^ or t|ie persons by whom it shall be administered, at 
a time when the constitution itself is in danger of being des«^ 
troyed root and branch. 
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£ke plan of this work may require gome short explanation, 
lieve tiie cpuntrj to be m imminent danger oi a convulsion, 
whoreof the human mind canno^ calcuUte the consequences^ 
T he nation is ^yM^ jjlfet wo hc wtileparties, whose animosi- 
ty luwf i yrd« ""each oth er is'^aaHv^XlignBtl &yl- l^fl a^ ^^^ pub^ 
bcations. • Each chai^ the puier with the guilt of having pro- 
dS^Bi: ^e present alarming state of aflaf rs. In private life, 
when two individuals quarrel, and each believes the other whol- 
ly in the wrone, il reconciliation is hardly practicable* But 
when Aey can be convinced that the errqrs are mutual-*-as is 
idmost nniversally the case— the^ open their ears to the voice 
of reason,' and are willing to meet each other half way. A 
naxim sound in private afiairs, is rarely unsound in public iife^ 
WtwU ^ yinlA,B^ ffHAt^li<» believes all the evils of the present 
ftate^ of thittga.have arisen froin the guilt of the administra- 
. Tionyhothing Jess will satisfy him than' hurlingAir. Madis^ 
Jc om th e or sf -ti f g u WiUmeu tyand^soadiag Turn SEbat" While; 
^ the other hand, a violent democrat persuades himsftlf (hat 
all 9ttr. eyils have ^aiacB from &e dtfioulties and . ^mbarrass- 
ments c ^pt^w^lj •f*^ ftff^dily thrown i^ the. way of t^ ad-. 
aO i a traCoii -Jyg^ihe federalists, heisutt^irly &I|srse to any 
cofnproohe. — ^Each looks^ down upon the other ' wHh* scorn 
Mi hatred, as tk* p h a ri *— m the ooapM, upon the publicank 
I have endeavoured to .prove, and f belieye 1 have iuUy pro- 
ved, that each party haa a heavy debt of error, and folly, and 
gailt, to answer for to their injured country, and to posterity—, 
and, asl have stated m the body of this work, that mutual 
f tig i v eu e u is no more than an act of justice — and can lay no 
claim tQ the character qf liberality oh either side. 

But even sni)|>osine for a moment — ^wha^ probably hardly 
ever occurred, smce flie world was formed--that the error is 
all on one side, is it less insane for the other to increase the 
difficulty of extrication — to refuse its aidf-4e embarrass those 
who have the management <^f our affinrs ? My house is on 
fire; instead- of calling for aid— or providing fijre-en^nes--or 
endeavouring to smother the flamefr-*! institute an inquiry how it 
Uxk fire^— whether by accident or desien-— and if by desi^, 
who was the incendiary, and further undertake to punish him 
for his wickedness! a most wise a:nd wonderful procedure-^ 
and just on a level with the wisdom, and patriotism, and pub- 
lic spirit of those sapient members of congress, who spend 
<Iajs in making long speeches upon the causes ot the war, aira the 
^nersof its raanaeement, eveiy idea whereof has been ahun« 
^ndj perhaps a diousand, times repeated in the newspapers, 
ioftead qf meeting the pressing and imperious necessity of die 
emergency. 
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I claim bat one merit in tins prodnctiony and that is by no 
ipieans inconsiderable. It is^ that with a pafect knowledge 
of the furious, remorseless^ n^ver-djring, and cnt-tiuroat hi^- 
idiitj, wi^ which Faction in^all ages has persecnted tiios^ 
who have dared oppose her—and perfectly satisfi^, that 
with us she is as implacable, as malignant, and as •inexora- 
ble a monster as she has ever been^I have dared, nevertheless, 
to state the truth, regardless of the consequences. 1 was, it 
is true, reluctant I should have preferred by far, for the re>- 
mainder of mv life, steering clear of the quicksands of poll* 
tics. None of- the questions that have heretofore divided par- 
ties in this country could have induced me to venture upon 
the tempestuous ocean. But at a crisis like the present, nem- 
jd^ity would be guilt. The question now is between the 
friends of social order, and jacobins, who are endeavouring to 
destroy the whole fabric of goyecnment, with the slender chance 
of building it up again--between peace and harmony on one sido^ 
and civil war and anarchy on the other. A la m entable dela» 
aion prevails. The community sh^t their eyes against the truth 
on the sulnect But this is the real state of the case, or I am 
as grossly deceived as ever was human be^ng. And unless some 
of our' influential men e^ert themselves to allinr the storm, a 
fl^w short ittonjiis prill exchange doubt into awful and dread- 
ful certaiiity. 

While i W9» deliberating abot^t the sacrafice which such a 
pubUcation bb this requires, one serious an^ affecting considera- 
tion removed my tfoubts, and decided my con^iuct. Seeing 
^ousands of the flower of our population--to whom the spring 
of life just opens with allite j<m, aAd pleasures, and enchant- 
ments— prepared ip the tentea field to risk, or, if necessarj^ 
sacrifice th^ lives for their country's welfare; I thou^t it 
would be ^^ei^i^ss in me, wboqp sun has long passed the me.^ 
redian, and on whom the attractions of life have ceaced to 
operate with their euiy fascinations, to have declined any risk 
that might arise from the effort to waird off the parricidal strok<^ 
aimed at a country to which I owe such heavy obligations. 
\yith this vi^ <^f t^ spbject I could not decide ouerwise 
tl>an I have di^e. 

On the execution of the yfoA it behoves me to oflfer a few 
remarks. I know it is yery considerably imperfect It is hard- 
ly possibly to prepare an^ w<^k under greater disadvantages 
than have attended the (Uive Branch. A large portion of it 
is, therefore, crude, and indigested, and without order. Were 
it a treatise on moials, r^ligion^ history, or science, which could 
not suffer by the delay necessary to mature and methodize 
it, I should be unpardonable, and* deserve the severest castra- 
tion of criticism, for presenting it to the public in this unfin- 
ished state. But the exigencies of ^ times are so pressing, 
that were it delayed till I could digest it properly, ii.m\g&| 
be wholly out of season. 
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It would be unjust were I not to acknowledge the mmenms 
and wei^ty obligations I owe to<« The Weekly K^;bter/' edit* 
cd by jH* l^iles, the best periodical work ever published in 
Ammdkf from which I b&ve drawn a large portion of the facts 
and documents which I have employed. I venture to assert 
that DO American library can 'be coiu^ele without t^ work-* 



I have carefully studied to be correct in jpoint of fact and 
argument But tne circumstances under whicn I hare written, 
tender it probable that I may have fa.llen into errors. I 
shall therefore r^ard it as a most particular favour^ if any. 
geDtleman who discovers them, however minute, will frajaklV 
point 6iem out, and they shidl be most ebeerfuHy corrected. 
If of sufficient importance, I shall make a public acknowledge- 
ment in the newspapers. If the cause i espouse cannot be 
supported by truth, candour and fair argument, may it perish^ 
Bevfx to find, anotiier advocate! 




TO THE ffiCOND EDr 

ThUaddfhiaj Januau^ 4, 1815; 

fhe onequlTOcal and decided approbation with which ihd 
former edi^n of this work has been favoured by respectable 
ioKik of both the hostile parties that divide this country, I re- 
gard as among the most grateful circumstances of my life. Itrf 
numerous defects-^ts want of method— <nd the great imper- 
fection of its style and manner— were, I presrfme, regarded as 
atoned for by its obvious and undeniable object— the ^ect of con- 
tributing my feeble efforts towards alhying thef eflBrvescencc; 
the turtndenc*, the antiimosity that pervade the community,' 
and are pregnant with such alarming consequences. 

Of the ttme thrft has dapsed since its first appearance, I 
Save avuled myself, to amplify— to methodiJfce— and to improve? 
ft. And although I am very far indeed from presuming it to 
be perfect, yet I hope it will be found more entitled to pat- 
ronage than it was in its original deshabille. 

It embraces a very convulsed period of our history; and 
has been written under no cotomon JUsadvantages. I hav(^ 
hboui^ imder a great deficiency of Various matctiaU an<l 
documents, which no exertions l^tve enabled me to procure— 
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ind it lias been begun, carried on, and cooi^eted in motneiitg 
constantly snbject to those intemmtioni inevitable in die pres- 
sure of business. To suppose, then, \t were peHeot, would 
amie a d«^ree of insanitjr which the fondest and most dotiiiff 
ddtrium of paternal vanity could hardij palliate. It wonld 
be a case unparalleled in the annals of literature. The workl 
has had numerous instances of men of most splendid t&lents-«- 
of laborious research— with abundant materials and documents— -r 
enjoying full leisure to do justice to their subject»—4md em- 
ployins years for the purpose— yet falling into m-^ioiis er- 
rors. It could not then be ei^ected tiiat a wor£ embracing 
such a variety of objects, and written under tne circumstan- 
jces I have stated, should be free from tiiem. But 1^ rea* 
der may rest assmred that whatever they may ^ tiiev have 
not resulted from design. They are the oftpring of slander* 
ness of talentfr--deficiency of materials-— inadvertence— or that 
bias to which all men are subject in a greater or less d^pree^ 
wlien treating on subjects wherein they fed deeply interest* 
ed : of the latter; however, I have laboured to divost 'mysetfl 
Had I written with any view to literary reputaticm^ ^e 
work woul4 have made a totall]|r different appMrance. In- 
stead of presenting the reader with so many documents ver* 
batim, I should, as is usual, have siven abstracts of them 
in my own words— «nd thus formed a rwilar connected 
narrative of events^ far more agreeable to read than tiie woii^ 
in its present fbrm^ and rather easier to write ; for iht rea- 
der may rest assured, that I have writtoi three pages in less 
time than I employed in the seui^b for a single document, 
which does not occupy one, and whereof I knew enough to 
give an analyus of it ; and long, Id^orious searches for a docS- 
ument or newspaper paragraph or essay, have not unlrequently 
b^n wholly in vain. 

But though a thirst for literary reputatimi is far from il^ 
laudable— 4uad though it iaqnres to great exections, and has 
been the honoured parent of some of the most stupendous 
efforts of the human mind—it has not had the slightest in- 
fluence on me in this case. It would be utt^Iy unavailing fa 
counteract the loathing, the. abhorrence I felt ror entering in- 
to political discussion, or for making myself once more an 
object of newspaper 4issault5 of which few men in private life 
have been honoured with a greatejr shai^ . 

Not I appeal to heaven for tiie truth oi what I now ie- 
clare^ I soared to hi^er objects, far beytmd such narrow 
views. I believeci — I still believe— that a dissolution of tiie 
union is contem|dated by a few ambitious and wicked men; 
tiiat in the state oi excitement to which the public mind is 
raised^ and which is bouriy increasing b^ the most profligate 
disregard ftt truth and of the- weUure of^the country— and by 
the utmost prostitution of talents, a mere trifle would sufficii 
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jo produce a conTulsion— (as, when you have collected togeth- 
er a qaantitj of highly cembvstible materialsy a single spark 
soflBces to produce a conflagration)— 4hat a dissolution of thfe 
onion will infallibly prioduce a civil war; that in the event of 
a civil war, there will be a struggle throughout the country 
tor the ascendency, wherein wm, be perpetrated aixecities 
similar to those which di^raoed the Fraich revolution; that 
even if we should be so fortunate as to esca]^ a civil war, 
or, (if we should not) ajfter its termination, and ibk estab- 
lishment of separate confederacies, the country will be cui^- 
sed with a constant border war, fomented by the nations of 
Europe, to whom we * shall be a sport and a prey ; and that^ 
in one word, a nation most highly favoured by heaveii, is on 
the very verge of perdition. •. . 

' These views may be erroneous. They differ from, those of 
most of my friends. The mass of the cdmmunity do not ac« 
cord with them. But they are unalterably impressed upoii 
my mind. I cannot $hake them off» They are all supported by the 
instructive but .n^lec^d voice of history. I possess not tbh 
happy ta^ulty with whiph so many are endowed. I cannot 
believe an event will not take place, because I hope and priv 
it may not. t am disposed td envy thbse who are thus gittfed. 
It diminishes the hours of suffering.- In a life so cheqiieretl 
48 ours, this is some advanta^. But it has, Kke all other 
blessings, a. counterpoising evil. When w^ disbelieve in the 
approach of di^iger, we maJLe no, preparations to repel it. 

With these impfesslons I preferred risking inyf consequen- 
ces, however pernicious to myself, that might anse from the 
present address, to a state of torpor and inactivibr — toper-* 
idiine .without an effort. In a sanguine moipent, I indulged 
tiie flattering, the fond, (pray heaven it may not be the de- 
lusive) bepe that my efforts might be» so far crowned with 
tficcess, as to make me the blessed, the happy instrument of 
arousing even one, two, or three influential active citizens 
from the onorbid, the lethargic slumber^ into which the com- 
munity has been so fatally lulled ; that these might arouse 
ediers ; and that thus' the potent spells might be dissolved^ 
which, in a manner unexampled in the history of the worid^ 
Biake ns regard with stupia, torpid apathy and indifference, 
the actual b^kruptcy o^ our government (produced by a most 
darii^ conspiracy V--the impending destruction of our j^ori- 
eiis constitution, the work of Washin|rton, Franklin, Living- 
ston, Hamilton, Jay, &bw the depriciauon of every species of 
prop erty — ^md the approaching ruin of our countiy. ShouM 
oeaven thus Uess me, die aftmirards when I may^ I shall not 
have lived in vain. Should I. fiul, on my tonbstoie sMl be 
graven^ ^^mognisexcUit atisis.'' . 
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I offer these great and selemn truths to the coMsideration of a]I 
viho have an interest in the wel&re of their country. 

I^ Ji separation of tfie stat^ cannot be df^eeted toUhoitt an inme- 
iUaeClylLjand an almost continual BORDER WAR; and it 
must inevitably jplaee nsaithe mercy of England^ and make thin 
country the yaort of fhe European powers at aU future times. 

Ih As wen mi^t we expect to re-anite, without flaw, the frag- 
tnents of an elegant porcelain rase, shattered to pieces, as to re^ 
store the union, if dissolved but for one hour. 

III. A period of war, and invasion, and danger, is utterly unfit 
for repairing or amending ii constitution. Nothing but coutuI^ 
sion can arise out of the attempt. 

rV. General Washington, in his legacy, one of the noblest ef- 
forts of human wisdom, impressively ur^ed his countrymen to 
frown ind^nantly upon any attempt to impair .or dis9olve the 
union* 

y. To hostile European powers a dissolution would bd 'of im* 
mense and incalculable advantage. 

VI. It would be inex()res8ible folly and madness to reject the 
policy dictated by Washington, and follow that which would be 
dictated by those powers oiEurope who regu^ our prosperity vrith 
jealousy. 



PLAN OF AN tJNION SOCIETY- 



** Above all tfaingtrhoM dear ydur national union. Accustom yourselves ta 
estinate its infinite value to your mdlvidual and national happmess. IxK^ on it a^ 
the palladium of your trtqjquillity at home; of your peace abroad; of your 
safety; of your proq>erity; aiKl even of that liberty which you so highly prize.** 

Washington's farewell AooaEss. 

WHEABAS Bian^ disaffected citizens hav^ loi^ laboured tof 
prepare the jp^lic mind for a dissolution of the union, and the 
formation of^separate confederacies; and wh^'eas they have at 
length publicly and darinriy avowed their flagitious designs; and 
whereas the experience of all history to the present time affords 
the most complete proof that such dissolutions of existing forms of 
government, and the formation of new ones, have almost invaria- 
bly produced bloody civil wars, the grelitest curse that ever afflict* 
ed mankind; and wnereas the present form Of the general govern- 
ment, if duly supported by our citizens, is calculated to produce 
as high a degree of happiness as has ever fidlen to the lot of any 
nation; and whereato the separate confederacies, contemplated as 
substitutes for the present general confederacy, even if it were 
possible to establish them peaceably, would be pregnant with 
aterminable future wars, such as have almost constantly pre 
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vailed between neighbouring states, nvith rival interests^ real 
er sSppoBed, and would hola out every possible inducement^ 
and evenr desiraUe facility to foreign nations, to array each 
against the othef, and thus subjugate the whole^ or at least 
render them dependent upon, or subservient t^ those foreign 
nations; and whereas, finallv,.it would be absolute madness 
to throw away the incalculable ^blessings \fe enjoy, for the 
mere chance of bettering our condition, ai)d still mote for the 
absolute certainty of rendering it much worse: 

Therefore resolvedy that w^ the subscribers do associate un- 
der the title of the Washinotoh Union SooqETT, of wMcb 
tiio foUowiag is the ' 

PONSTITUTION* 

h We solemnly pled^ ourself«s*to support bjr eyery honour- 
$iAe and le^ ineans m our power the existing form of the 
general government. 

U. That we will use our utmost endeavoun to counteract 
as &r as in our power, all plots for the dissolution of the union. 

IIL That we will correspond and cheerfully co-wierate with 
all individuals, and bodies of men, in M |mI**« of the unien, 
irho have the same views ^ith ns on the oUect embraced in 
the second article, however they may difitor nrom us on other 
political topics. 

IV. That the oflkers of the society shall be a president, 
lace-president, secretary, treasury-, committei^ of coreespondence, 
and committee of elections. 

V, That it shall be the duty of the committee of corres- 
pondeact, to invite the good citizens of this state and of 
the ether states, to form similar societies and to correspond 
with them ; to investigate and expose to public abhorrence, the 
various plws that haye been Rented frem time to time, to 
eSect die- parricidal purpose of dissolving the umon; to place 
in the strongest pmnt of light the advantages of our blessed 
form of government, wUh the tremendous consequences of 
civil war, and (the inevitable result of a separation) our being 
instrumenta in the hands of the great powers of Europe, to 
Vmoy, ravage, depopulate, sku^ter, apd destroy eaph other- 
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Philadelphia^ 4pri( 10^ 1B13. 

I oosncBvcs this Preface, with feelings verj. different indeed 
ffom those by which I was actuated, when I penned ti^e (ot- 
iner ones. Prospects, pubHc and private, have Wonderfiilly 
improved. A revolution immence, striking, glorious^ and de^ 
ligntful, has taken place in the afibirs of our blesded country, 
for ' which we cannot Ije sufficiently grateful to heaven". We 
have not«— I say emphatically — ^we have not merited the chan^. 
1 could sBsiffn various satisfactory reasons in proof of this opin- 
ion, extraorainoiy a» H may seem. I wave them. It is un- 
necessary to enter into the reoAmtolation. But whatever may 
have been our past merits or demerits, I hope our prosperity 
ils now Acad on a basis as firm as the rock of Gibralter. 

In the present tranquilized state of the public mind, when th» 
fears and solicitudes excited by th^ late alarming state of affiurl 
have subsided, it will be 4^cttlt fOr the reader to justify, or 
even to account for th6 'warmth which many foarts of thh work 
display. It is therefore but justice to mySelf, to g;ive 'a rapid 
sketch of the scen^ through * which we have passed, in order 
to account for the excitement or my mind, so obvious to leve* 
ry reader in the perusal of some or my chapters. 

The government had been tieairly reduced to bankruptcy* 
It had been upable to raise money to discharge the t^ost im* 
perious engagements. There wi^s no general circulating medi- 
um in the country. The banks, from New-York to New-Orieans, 
inclusively, had, wtth perhaps one or two exceptions, stopped 
the payment of specie. Thf bank note^r of Philadelphia and 
New-York were depreciated iA Boston from 15 to 25 percent, 
below par. And ev^iy feature in our political affairs worei 
the same awful aspect. Whether tiie causes I have assigned in 
chapter LII. really produced this state of things or not, is im- 
material, ^e the cause What it may, the fact existed. Want 

the 



of money had partially suspended the recruiting service. And 
.the pacification of Europe had quadrupled the disposable force 
nf our enemy, and in the same degree mcreased our danger ai^4 
* le necessity for energy and vigilance* 

*The tkiM eOitioi^ «f 1350 copietv was printed ia Bo^* 
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Under these circumstances^congress was conrened on the 19th. 
pf September, nearij two months earlier than the period fixed 
^7 law, in .order to make prorision for such an eitraordinarj 
emergency. The state of the nation was fiillj detailed to them 
Vk varioiia executive communicationst which called, imperionsly 
called for energy and decision. 

Barely has a legisIatiTO body had more important duties to ful* 
£1, or a more glorious opportunity of signalizing itself, and 
laying plfim to the puBlic gratitude. Rarely have stronger 
motives exiited to arouse every u>ark of public spirit or pat- 
riotism that bad lain domiant m the heart And 1 venture 4o 
assert, tkere hardly ^^^x \was a legislature that more com- 
pletely disappointed pul)lic expoctation<^that more egr^ously 
Ailed of its duty. ' . ' - ' 

The imbecility, ^e fojly, the vacillation, the want of system,* 
of emargjy apd of decision, displayed by the majority— and the 
anyieldmg, the stubborn, the violent j opposition of the minority 
to all the j^easures for which the occasion so loudly called— i 
have fixed ai^ indelible stain on the memorv of the thir- 
teenth congress. They will be long r^menlberea with emotions 
neither of gratitude nor respest. No where, I am persuadcRl, 
in the anmds of legislation,' is there to be found an instance 
of precions time more astoni^nely mispent. They had been 
in session nearly five months wheii the news of peace arri- 
ved— ^uid had but three weeks to sit. The spring, the sea- 
son of hostilitv and depredation, was rapidly approaching; 
and what haa thev done to serve - or save their country? 
What provision had they made of men or monevP Little or 
none. Nearly %]\ the measures adapted fpr the emergency 
that had D^en brought forward in congress had been defeat- 
. ed.* * • ' . . 9 

That this state of public affairs was calculated to excite 
warmth of feeling, and to call forth a strong expression of 
that warmth, must be obvious — and will n(ft merely account 
ioTf but Justify the hish wrought passages to be found in the 
work, which, under other circumstances, might perhaps be inde- 
fensible. 

It will he asked, what good purpose can the re-publication 
of this work answer at present? Is it not, it will be said, far 
Ibetter to bury the hatchet, and to consi^, these tilings to obli- 
yiony than to keep aliye animosity and discord? 

* I have Mierted ekewh^^ that EngiMid presents much to admiro 
and copj. In tiiis p^iat^ ihe is trancenduitl^ simerior ,to ua, Had p^arlia- 
ment oeen called in auoh^ it criaia as ezistea. last September in this 
country, all the effective pi^p^rationa neceasiliy tq breast the storm 
would have been made in one w^k. Some of the ^pclamatory speeches 
of two or three days long, ooenpie^ as much time fs parliament would 
hare repaired toraisefl^ millions of iBoney, *ad ^ provide &v»ms f^ 
enboi^nqg an army of 50^000 m«n. 
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Were the tendency of the Olive Branch to keep alire ^is* 
cord^ I she^ld unhesitatindj consign it to the flames. But I 
■tteriy disbelieve this will or can 1^ the con8e^[uence. I can* 
not admit that a fiur detail of the mutual follies of the two 
iiarties, has a tendency to perpetuiate hdstilitj between them, 
it is contrary ti ^-eason, common ^tense, and ^e universal ex- 
perience ojTmaiddnd. 

Peace^ or harmony^ or conciliation^ is not to be h<q>ed for^ 
while both parties .clothe themselves in the deceptious mantie 
«f self-righteousness— while they not only believe tiiemselves 
jbomaculate, but their ppiH>i|ents ^^fnon8tersunredieem$d by any 
«fi-tii«»"* Kothii^but a seribusy solemn and deep rboted conviction 
on both sides, or egregious misconduct, can lead to that temper 
of^ mind which is' necessary to " produce a mild, conciliating 
smnL While b<)th parties act me part of the ielf-approving 
piiarisee^ we might with equal chance of success attempt to 
unite fire and v&^r— 4i£ht and darkness^virtue and vice, as to re- 
i:imcile them. But wh§n both re&rd themselves in dieir true 
li^^. as offenders against their duties to their country, they 
will be disposed to ?[n^ve that they may be forgiven. This 
idea, which is the basis whereon this work rests, nas been more 
than once stated, and cannot bq too qftan repeat^ and inculca- 
ted on the pubuc mind. 

I fondly hope this work will have other uses — ^that it may 
^erye as a beacon to other times than o^rs. When a naviga- 
tor discovers new shoals, and rocks and quicksands, he marksf them 
on his chart, to admonish future navigators to be on their 
guard, and to shun the destruction to which ignox^ce might 
lead. 

This ^ktron^y a^^es to our C4se* By an extraordinary mixture 
•f folly and wickedness, we had run the vessel of state on rocks,and 
quicksands and breakers, where shf; was in imminent danger of 
perishing. We had hrou^i to the' verge q( perdition the no- 
blest ibrm of government, and the most free and happy peo- 
ple, thai the sun ever beheld^ But, thanks to heaven; not to 
our virtue,t our public spirit, or oiir libendity; we have esca^ 
|>ed. We h^ve arrived safe in port I have endeavoured tode- 
lineatft a chart of the most formidable of the rock on which 



* Monstra nulla virtute redempta. 



f The illnstTioas heroes ofthe'westerncountrjr— our gaOwt naT^^^-aevenl 
of our generak and armuss oq the fines— the citizent . of Bateunoie, of. 
-Stonington, the |;amsoii at Crany island-^-aiid the ^^eofHc of acmie other 
places— ore obTioualy exempt mun this cenaiire. And never was there 
greater energy diiplayed than in Nev'-Toric, in makmg preparatkais fe 
Siewann reception of an enemy. But wh^we cooaider the violence of th^ 
eastern states agabst tiie nUers chosen by tiie people, the torpor a^ m^ 
afference of the mighty state of Penuymma, and other potiioas of the 
anions we must have asign« and draw a veil over pwtw^l^ 
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cfiir vessel was strikiiig^, to senre as a euide to fiiture fftate pilots. I 
trust ^e chart cannot m examined attentirel^ without benefit It 
e?tablishe8 an important, but most awful political maxim, that dni^ 
ing the prevalence of the destructive, and devouring and* 
execrable spirit of faction, men, otherwise good and respecta- 
ble, will too frequently sacrifice, without scruple or remorse^ 
the most vital interests of their country, under tfie dictates 
and to promote the views, of violent and ambitious meii! .What 
a temnc subject of contemplation! 

The publicatiion of this book has decided one point of con* 
rideratue importance to the truth of history,' and to^the hap^« 
ness of mankind* This point is, that it is not quite so out- 
gerous as has been supposed, for a writer to draw a portmt 
•of his cotemporaries; provided the features be faithfully and 
impartially delineated. It has been too generally presumed 
that it is utterly unsafe to write of our own times with ixfxOu 
l¥ith this idea 1 was impressed when 1 enga^ in the work. 
And it required no common stimulus to inspure me with tiie 
hardihood the undertaking required* 

But the event has falsified the anticipa,tipn. Without any 
^ the advantages tiiat oflBce, or ran^i or conn^oiis afford. 
I have dared publicly to call faction, andjacdiinism^anddifl- 
organization, is well as factious men, and lacobins^ and <&^ 
organizers, by their proper names^ without distinction of party; 
And the reliance I placed upon the good sense of tiie pubUc 
has not been disappmnted. %ij efforts have been received by 
a laige proportion of the good and creat men ef the nation 
with a favour and kindness, which fill my heart with the most 
exquisite pleasure; and amply repay hay trouble and my 
tiw; the sacrifice of my Dusiness and of my enjoy* 
ments, during the progress of the work; and hold out en^ 
touragement to [political writers to shun that slavish and dis- 
honourable devotion to one party, whereby truth is sacrificed, 
and histoiy made a mere tissue of fables. If no other effect 
had bera produced by this 4>ook^ I should not have written in 
vain. 

The advantages of cotemporaneous writing are numerous 
asd weightf. When the passing events are recorded and 
commented on, while they are as it were spread before our 
#yes9 it only requires honesty of intention to make the 
portrait a tolerable likeness. But when we treat on occur- 
roicts of ** years that are past and gone," it is like traciug 
the features of a deceased friend from memory. The great 
and lea^g outlines may be correctr-but in filling up the 
drawing, many of tiie most important characteristics must es- 
eq^e. 

It may net be improper to warn the reader, that I am at* 
tached to, and in general approve of the political views and 
ttiost part (not the whole by any means) of the conduct ot 
flial party which wag utigmatizcd as anti-federali|tdi befote tiM, 
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adoptioa of the federal constitutiony aad is now entitled de- 
mocratic or republican. We were called anti-federalistdy be- 
cause we were ea^ to have tke constitutioii amended previ* 
•us to its ratification, doubting the practicalnlity of amenoment 
afterwards^ We were wild and extravagant enough to see 
despotism in many of its features, and were so fatuitous and 
blind as ,not to have the slig^lest idea of dan^ from the 
stat^ governments. We have lived to see our miseraUe inb.* 
tuation, and to deprecate and deplore its consequences. 

My reason for tois explicit avowal is, to induce -the reader 
to receive my opinions and inferences with that caution which 
IS necessary, from the probability of mv being under the in- 
fluence of that bias, which, more or less, every man feels 
towards the piurty to which be is attached; and which^ not- 
withstanding 1 have sedulously endeavoured to guan) against 
its influence, may have occasionally led me astray. To no 
humaii being has heaven ^deigned to impart infaHioilityr and 
it would be almost a miricle, if, in such a wide scope as . 
I have taken^ 1 were not sometimes warped by passion or 
preiudicet^ 

But to this it is proper to add, that I believe no man ever 
wrote a book of this extent, aoid embracing such a variety ot 
subjects, who made lighter demands on j£e complaisance or 
credulitv of his readera than I have done. Fer as the sub^ 
jects I nave treated ot are of incatculdble inomeiii— as ^e hap« 

Sines^ or misery of nnbom millions, as well of tiiis een^tion^ 
epends on the course we steer— «is that course will oe materi- 
iiliy affected by the correctness or errors of the views we may 
take of our past system of conduct— and as I have dared 
to cite before, tiie i>ar of the public, men of high standing— 
^reat tallents— great weaJth— and powerful influence— I Ittve 
judged it proper to support, as &r as in my power» and to a 
degree hardly ever exceeded, all mv important fiicts by docu^*. 
ments of undeniable audiority. Many .of my readers will 
probably beheve that Ihave i;one unnecessary lengths fn this res* 
pect but I trust I ^ve not. It is at all events Car better t» 
produce two much evidence than two little - 

Were every line, of mj own writing in ttis work anni- 
hilated, the documents, which are its bones, and sinews, and 
muscles, would be amply adequate to estaUish &e positions I 
meant to prove. 

The strong style I have used in treating of the conduct of 
the eastern federalists, will be censured. * But it may be de- 
fended on impregnable ground. In all their lucubrations on thef 
motives of the war^--4he proceedings of the administration— 4uid 
the conduct of their opponent»-4hey uniformly employ V^ 
.naost unqualified termg of reprobation and condemnation. T^ 
sheer, downright wickedness, all tiie errors and misfortunes 
that have occurred, ai^e ascribed. There is not the slightest 
tikade of allowanoe made for human imperfeciiwi^ A d^p^ 
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xAcked, and desperate conspiracy to destroy commerce is assu- 
med 83 the leading motive of govennnent. And all its mea- 
sares are ascribed to, and accounted for, by thisabsurd, this 
tiiftfbunded, this often refuted allegation. 

Those who shew ho mercy, have no riffht to complain if 
they are tliemselves treated with strict and unrelenting jus- 
tice. ^Witfa what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to 
yon again«" ' 

I have in the appeiidix, considerably extended the subjects 
of this work. 

The pacific policy which our local situation affords us rea« 
Bon to nope we* may safely pursue, aAd which our interest 
dictates, has induced me to review the restrictive system, and 
to point out its decisive effects on the prosperity of England* 
It 18 a most potent weapon— and, had not faction deprived it 
of its eflkacy, would have insured us complete justice, and 
averted the horrors of warfare. To the defeat of this mild 
but powerful instrument^ we may justly charge all tlie car- 
nage and the expense of the war. 

An eflBdent and safe mode of defence, whereby foreign ag« 
gresaion may be prevented, and internal tranquility preserve- 
cd, is the greatest desideratum in our political system. It is 
the key stone of the arch of our freedom and happiness* I have 
therefore gone most copiously into the consideration of tiie sub- 
jectw-^Tbe authority I have produced is irresistable« Neither 
Pringle, nor Cnllen, nor Sydenham, on medicine — ^nor Black, 
nor Lavoiaior, nor Chaptal, on chemistry— nor Luther, nor 
Calvin, nor Wesley, among their respective followers, on reli- 
|;ion-— «Te superior authority to general Washington on mili- 
tia service. 1 have therefdre availed myself of nts testimony 
to an extent which nothing but the immense magnitude of the 
auUect could justify. 

I have, likewise, in the appendix analixed a small pam- 
phlet, which I published last November, entitled, <^ A calm 
address to the people of the eastern states," wherein I have 
given a full view of the very erroneous oninions entertained 
respecting the slate representation; and I think fully proved, 
that notwithstanding the unceasing outcry and clamour on the 
snlgect in the eastern states from the time of the organization 
of the government, those states have had more than their 
share of influence in the legislature of the union, without hav- 
ing any regard to the slave population. In the course sf this 
iovestication I have made two curious discoveries; one, tiiat 
New- York and Delaware have each a slave representative; and 
the other, tiuit Massachusetts, although she has no slaves, has a 
representative of her black population. 

Before I dismiss the work from my hands, fueling the solici- 
tude of a parent for his offspring, I cannot refrain from once 
more requesting the reader, when he discovers any errors of 
ttrle or matter; any deficiency or redunduicy; or, in a word, 

4 
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any thin^ to censare^ that he will bear in pind the disadvaa* 
tage§ unaer which I have written; in hours stolen from sleep^ 
and during the pressure of -a business which in no common 
degree requires all the energies of body atid mind; that I have 
in my various editiood^ and in the public papers, solicited the 
sug^^tion of errors, which, if pohited out, I i)ronii«ed to coj;- 
rect; and that I have also in the papers, and privately, in vain 
aolicited coiftmtinieatioiis from tbose who could and ought to 
have afforded them. 

On subjects that have employed sa many thousand pnens 
and tongues, much novel^ cannot be expected. It is ''possible 
ftat there is not a new idea in the whole work. All that Dr. 
Franklin or Patrick U^ry could ckim in tiie investigation of 
topics so long haeknied as those 1 have discussed, is the ar* 
rangement. 

. I fondly flatter myself that in this work will be found ma- 
terials foi^ a complete defenbe of the American nation in its 
intercourse with England. I am crossly deceived if the mild, 
forbearing,- padfie system pursued by this country for so many 
years, amulst ^uch grievous provocations, will not universally 
receive, as it deserves, the piais^ and the oppressive, outrage- 
ous, and injurious con<ihict of England to us, the'censure of all 
Christendom. 

It would be erosg iniustice to me to suppose, that I wish 
to nerpetuate the hatred between the two nations, it is the 
iartnest froin my intention. It is the interest of the United 
States^ and will be their policy, ^ if treated with Common de- 
cency or justice, to cultivate peace with all the world. And 
i am much deceived, if a plain and candid exposure of . the 
vexatious, harrassing, insi^t^y ^^ outrageous policy pursu- 
ed by the successive ministers of Ei^and, frmn Hh year 1793, 
will not be the best mc^ans of preventing a recurrence of such 
impolitic and unjust conduct.- They have deeply ''iqured us* 
But the injulry they inflicted <m the vital interests of their own 
nation, has far exceeded what we have suffered. 
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TO THE SIXTH EDITIOJ^^ 

Phiiaddphioj Sept. 6, 1815.. 

ONCE more, and probably for the last time, I offer the 
^* Olive Branch,*', to my fellow citizens; improTed and enlarg- 
ed as far as in my power, I feel gratdful for the kindness and 
Indulgence extended to its imperfections. 

Of the origin and progress of a work^ whi(;h has succeeded so 
far beyond all human expectation, I n^ay, perhaps, be permitted,^ 
i^vithouc incurring the charge of vanity, to giro a brief account. 
Should ^e detail be really xhaigeable to tanity, (no man can 
judce cQrrectly of himself] i hope it wi)l be regarded as a ve- 
nial fidllng. 

Eablt in September, 1814) I was under as great a depression 
of mind, about the st!ate of affitirs, public and private, as I have 
ever experienced. A deep and awful gloom pervaded the think- 
ing part of the community! Thick clouds and darkness covered 
the horrizoh ! The keenest eye could not behold, and could 
hardly anticipate a single spark of sunshine! Washington 
had bee^ taken; aiid its public buildinss destroyed with Gothic 
baibaritvl Alexandria haa been piHaged and plundered! Hamp- 
ton had suffered rape and rapine! Baltimore was menaced 
with signal vengeance^ and pointed out for military execu- 
tion, |C7*wi papers published Iw ciHxerts of the United 
States Philadelpjiia and New-York were held in a state of tlie 
most alarming suspense, ^d in daily expectation of a hostile 
visit; and, of peitaps sharing the &te of Washington and Al- 
exandria! 

At this awful moment, the horrible^ the disoreaniziog, the 
lacobinical idea was not unfrequently advanced in our coiTee- 
ooases, and in our streets, that the war having been begun by 
the democrats, they must carry it on; that they had no right 
to call on the federalists for assistance, which the latter 
ought not to afford; that if tiie democrats compromited tiie 
honour and the interests ef their country, by a dishonorable 
peace, the feder^diists should take tiie power out of their hands, 
^d dien contend for t)^e violated honour and digni^ of the 

*The Middlcbury Edition^ of 1920, copief, is the FifUu 
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country; that the British coulc* not, nor^ consistently with § 
r^ard to their faiononrv ought they to treat iivith Mr. Madi« 
son, who should be compelled to resign; \vith a vast variety 
for the same patriotic doctrines, which were publicly promu}- 

fated in some of Qur newsjiapers* At the same time, a few 
esperate men Ver^ preparing to add to the general distress 
and difficulty by a dissolution of the union.* 

I was appalled at this horrible violence of some of th^ 
leaders of me federalists; ai^d equally so at the imbecility and 
inactivity of the democrats. As the gpvemmeni, chosen bj Ihe 
free voice .pf a lar^e majority of the na.tion, did not exercise 
the energy and dicision, tliat yrere requisite to controul and 
coersce the refractory minority^ it app^red far better to mak^ 
a change, than let the, country become a prey to a toreign 
enemy— or be tofn in peices, by intestine discord, which seem- 
ed the only alternative. A triehtful and sorrowful . altema« 
tive it was! But the violence of party and faction seemed to 
force it on the country. 

With a mind, harrowed up with all these tefrific considera- 
tions, I sat down to write, on th^ 6th of Septemben ' On a 
careful examination, of ^< the whole ground," the least of the 
mighty evils before tiie nation appeared to be, to submit to 
swallow the bitter pill presentc^l, and mqke a radical change in 
tiie administration— so as to hold out inducements to the 
federalists, to unite their exertions to rescue the country 
from impending ruin. This radical change, I thouglit, ought 
to be introduced by resignation on the part of the incum- 
bents. 

This confession ^ill excite different emotions in my readers. 
Some of them will smile at my arrooance, in daring to suggest 
puch a plan; others will abuse my imbecility for the proposal 
to give an inch of grimnd. ^^They jesft at wounds j who never 
felt a scarJ^ And no man who cannot most distioctiy and 
clearly place before his eyes, the gloomy and frightful pros- 
pect, then ' in view, is capable of forming u correct opinion ' 
of the state of my mind. But I feel the mpst perfect in- 
difference, as to the judgement that may be formed on 



• It may senre to display the high fever of the public mind, to innex a 
resolution offered in the house of Representatives of Massachusetts, about four 
weeks after this tune, viz- Oct 5, 1814> by Mr. Law. of LyAian, which wis, 
however, withdra\^Ti neart day, as premature at that ^c. 

«* Resolved that a Couumttee be appointed to confer with all the New- 
England States^ and see if they wiil agree to a]^point a Committee to 
join them, and repair to the city of Waishing^n immediately, then an 
there personally to make known to the President, the general opinion of 
all tlie X'ew England States in regard to the present war, and the man- 
lier in which it has been conducted; and inform him that he mutt either 
retipi his office, at I^retident, or remvpe thue imnutereand their ojficere, 
n/io have by their nefarwuM fiwu nmed the natitn !'* 
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Ae subject. I mereW $tate the fact« neither caring for, nor 
expecting ;pnuse» and equally rempte from the deprecations of 
xttisure* 

That evemngf I w^te twelve or fourteen pages, contain- 
ing^ a brief review of our past proceedings— reflections on 
<mr actmil aitoatioi^— with hints for the proposed hew ar« 
m^ements* 

Despondii^ as I was, I felt dissatisfied with what I had 
conunitted to' paper. I laid it aside; and di^ not resume it 
for ten or twelve • days. In the interim, the glorious news arri- 
ved, of the complete defeat of the enemy ^at Baltimore; of the 
immortai M'Do&ough's ;rictory on lake Champlain; of the dis- 
comfiture and flis^tof Gen.' Prevost's Wellingtonians^ at, and 
firom Plattsbnrgh. These wonderful succiBsses made a total 
change in die face of affiurs. By this time my spirits revived* 
I rejeeted my embryo work, and nattered myself into the opin- 
ion, that a candid appeal to men of integrity of both parties, 
ntttht produce & benencial eflfect ; that a few might be excited^ 
mnd excite others; that at all events, it was worth the trial ; 
that in such a noble undertaking as an attempt to rescue the 
ceantry, from what I regarded as impending .anarchy, even Ji 
fidlure would be honourable; and success would be glorious and 
4^Biinently beneficial. 

I ^erefore destroyed what I had written,* and began the 
work anew, on its present plan. I had a large stock of pub- 
lic documents; I borrowed some; and with these, and the 
Weekly Register, amidst all the hurry and bustle of business, in 
the leisure hours of six week, I patched up the .first cruae 
and indigested edition. It was published on the ninth of No- 
vember. 

I ooeht tP have observed^ that when, it was about two-thirds 
printed^ I was strucle'with astonishment at my Quixotism and 
folly, in expecting to ^lake an impression on a community, 
torn in pieces by faction; a prey to the most violent pas- 
sions; and labouring under iht most awful degree of delu- 
sion. My heart sunk within me at my presumption: and the 
reader may rest assured, I was on the point of converting the 
sheets into waste paper. This ague fit went off in a day or two; 
and I determinea to give the work a fair experiment. 

The edition was small— only 500 copies. Tvfo motives dic- 
tated this limited scale. I knew the work must necessarily be 
▼eiy imperfect, from the disadvantages under which I labour- 
ed: and f determined, if it met with success, to have an op- 
portunity to improve and extend it* moreover, from the al- 
most universa) failure of political publications, I was far indeed 
fjTQm being sanguine of success. 

My exfHdctations of sale lay principally at Washington. I 
sent one hundred copies there, as a sort of breajcfas^ calcu- 
lating upon a speedy sale of them, and an order for more. 
There lyere Aove two hundred legislators there, and twice as 
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HUiny visitors: and I supposed that whatever might be thf 
demertits of the execution of the work, the iniportaiice of the 
topics di^ussed in it^ would insure the sale of a large part of 
the edition; more particularly, as I hadalreadjr received big^y. 
flattering complimeDts, from the late vice-president, and other 
gentlemen^ to whom I had sent copies \>j maiL 

The result disappointed those calculations $ and, had I been 
actuated by the vaniir of authorship, would have sufficienliv 
mortified it; far when 1 had, in Philadelphia^ New. York, and 
Baltimore, disposed of the remaining four hundred, and wrote 
down to Blr. Weightman, at Washington, to <»nquire into the 
success of the work, I learned that tour of the hundred bad 
been stolen on the road— ^tbat fifty-nine, remained unsold— and 
that thirty seven copies had fully ^ sati^fted the curiosity of a 
president J three secretaries^ thirty-six senators^ one hundred and 
eishty-two renrsmtcAives^ one or two hundred clerks^ the whole 
ofthepopulatum of the metropolis of the United States, and 
mlits numerQUS visitors. It is probalue, that in suph circum- 
stances, so great a degree of apathy and indifference, on to- 
pics, of such magnitude never before existed, I ordered back tiie 
remaining fifty-nine, 

A new edition.was, however, call^ for, notwithstanding the 
discouraging Qoldness atad indifference of the members of the 
government. I used all possible expedition, and published oh 
the 11th of January, one thousand copies. 

The success of this edition exceeded that of the first. In five 
weeks there were not twenty copies unsold. And a day or 
two previous to the blessed, thri<^^ ^^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^ peace, fore- 
seeing the demand 'wou4d require another edition, I contrac- 
ted with a printer, to print tne a third. When the joyful 
tidings came, I thought the public Would no longer feel any 
interest in it, and for a time abandoned the idea 4)i republica- 
.tion. But I was mistaki^i; the demand increased: i printed 
a new edition, which was published on the 13th- of Apnl, and 
was sold out in about three months, except a few copies in 
Georgetown, and elsewhere. 

As the eastern states were thef scene, where such a work was 
most necessary, I was very desirous of giving it a circulation 
there. I saw ^t to afford it a fair chance, it ought to be 
printed in Boston ; for otherwise only a few hundred copies at 
most, of my editions, would ever reach that quarter, and no 
person there being interested in the disposal of them, the ef- 
fects of the book would be greatly circumscribed. I therefore 
offered the editors of the Chronicle, the 'Patriot, the Yankee, 
my triend Mr. Caleb Bingham, and Mr. A. Dunlap, the gratui- 
tous privilege of printing an edition, jointly; merely on condition 
of presenting ten per cent of the copies to persons unable to 
purchase. The two first, and Mr. jB. declined $ they proba- 
bly doubted the success of the enterprbe. The editors of ^ 
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^ankee^ and Mr, DunUp, jointly printed an edition, wkidi^ al- 
though it did not appear tul after the peace, has been s6me timd 
mhmj sold off, * 

An edition, the fifth, consisting of 1920 copies, is^ Publishing 
at Middlebury, Vermont; and another is about to be put to 
press at Cincinnati, in the stikte of Ohio. 

No political work,.to mj knowledge, has ever had an equal 
d^;ree of success in America, except << Common Sense.'' 
Four editions were sold io eight month; two more are at this 
BMment in the press; and a seventh, as I s^d, is about to b^ 
printed. Nevertheless^ it is not quite twelve months ^ince the 
-wcnrk was begun, and not ten since the first edition was pub- 
lished. It ma^, however, be fairly asserted, that there never 
was a greater, dispropotion between praise and patronage, than 
tiiis work has experienced. I have received quires of encomia 
oms on it ; many of them most enthusiastic and high wrought; 
and yet I do not believe that ten men, perhaps I might say six, 
have made ai^ exertions to promote its success.* 

The variety of assurances, I haye received from a great vari- 
etr of respectable quarters, of its beneficial tendency, preclude 
all doubt in my mind on the subject. Among others, a judge 
€t the Supreine court of Pennsylvania, ^ a . decided fed- 
eralist, (whose name 1 have, no hesitation in statins to any 
enquirer) emphatically declared, in a circle of ffenSemen of 
the bar^ that it was the honestest and fairest book on politics 
he had ever read. 

Under this impression of its usefulness, I am very desirous 
of extending its circulation: not from motives of interest, as 
the reader will readihr admit, when he is informed that be-* 
sides the Boston, Middlebury, and Cincinnati ^ editions, for 
which I have not, and will not receive a dollar^ I have of- 
fered the gratuitous privilege ot printing the work, in RaUi^h, 
Richmond and Hartrbrd ; and perhaps I may say, without im- 
propriety, that if it deserve one-fourth of the praise which has 
been lavished on it, some decided exertions ought to have 
been made to give it a general circulation. Enough of this. 
Iiet me turn another leaf. 

Mr. Coleman, the editor of the New-York Evening Post, ha^ 
lately asserted in the most dogmatical manner^ as it of his own 
knowledge, that I am no> the author of tliis work^ and that it 
was wriUen by some << confirmed New-Tork misanthropbt.^' 

* There are perms worth 30, 40, and 5Q,000 dollars, who have ex- 
preaedthe ropst extravajfant qwrobation of the work, and yet never dis- 
tnbuted a copy, nor ever owned 9ne. Borrowed copies hare fully gratified 
their curioai^' Let me bestow a tribute of gratitude to a. different order 
•f beings. Their scarcity enhances their merits. A ^tleman in New- 
Yoric pnrchated one hundied couea of the second edition for distribution. 
lir. Wilson, of Trentoi^ engaged one hundred and fi%, and another Book 
seUerpurchased fift^ dolhrs worth. I know oC no other persons thai zDad« 
any dfort whatever to extend its circulation. 
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I sent him a calm and candid reply, for which I claimed and 
expected a place in his paper: bnt he had neither the generos- 
ity nor the common justice to publish this reply to a wanton 
and unprovoked attack, in which bj fair implication, I am 
charged with falsehood and dishonesty, in prenxing my name 
to a work as author, which he asserts I did not write. I 
leave Mr. Coleman, to justify this odious mod^ of managing a 
presS; to his own conscience, and to the public* 

I have more than once conducted a newspaper. I have stu- 
died the duties of an editor with attention $ and am firmly 
persuadiad that this conduct on the part of Mr. Coleman, is a 

Soss and flagrant violation of one of his fundamental duties. 
r» Colemanhas no r^ht to make such a daring attack on 
me or any other citizen, without aflbrdmg a full and fair op- 
portunity of vindication. 

On this subject of authorship, I shall merely state, that the 
alle^tion is utterly destitute of truth— -that there is not a sin*' 
gle line in the work, except the do(5nments and extracts, writ- 
ten by any person biit mjrself; and that the confirmed misan- 
thropist, whoever h& be, is -as innocent of it as Mr. Coleman, 
or Major tl'usseT. 

The very simple mode of refuting a book, by ascribing it to 
some other person than the real author, is rather stale. It 
had lost all .the merit of novelty many centuries since; and 
however it may have aniwered the purpose,' on its ^^ first. ap^ 
pearaneej^^ it . is now wholly unaviuling. Mr. Coleman may 
rest assured) that when the Olive Branch charges him witn 
*< preferring war and aU iU horrors to the exclusUm of his 
frtends from power;^^ ihere is not a man in the country, who 
will conceive diat the chai^ is Tefoted' by his peremptorily 
asserting, that it was not; Mr. Carey, but ^a confirmed misan- 
thropist/' that has. made tiie accusation. This donnati'cal and 
utterly-groundless assertion will not riefute a sing^ line of the 
work. The reader will require arguments of a veiy different 
kind indeed, to be convinced that I am' in error. 

Were the spirit of persecution in possession of as sovereign 
authority over the axe, or the gibbet, as formerly; I should most 
indulntaoly be. destroyed, for the very strong and unpalatable 
truths in this book, if I had << as many lives as a caty^ or, ^< as 
one FhUarch is said to have had.** But thank heaven those 
days are past; the spirit, however, remains; but it can only 
state its malice, by slander and abuse of a man^s chamcter ; 
and by attempts to destroy his business, or his prospects in life. 
But to a man who has passed fifty-five, with a constitution 
never very good, and now considerable impaired, it is not ve- 
ry important what befals him, in the short remainder of 
lite. When tender women, some of them pregnant, have freely 
gone to the stake, or to the gibbet, for dogmas, which they 
could not uhderstand: it* does not require a very «xtnuH?dinary 
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sgree dT heroiflvi/for a aiaiiof fiftj-fire, to run any risque, 
f person or charikcter, that may attend , a bold appeal to 
le giod sense of the nation* with a view to acquire tne Ben- 
lictiony pr<inoimced in the declaration, <^ Blessed are die peace 
lakera.*' 

Ml CARET* 



•,• It would be ungenerous not tb acknowledge the obligstlons I sm un- 
der to sundry gendesien, for documents of vsiious kinds. Ridiard Rush^ 
Cxssr A. Bodncjy Joseph Nouise^ and Adam Sevbert, Esq'rs have been 
unoommonfy kind and attentive. Whatever they have had in their power, 
they have fumiahed. To Mr. Duponceau'a pamphleta I have had free ac- 
cess. Ttuoi Bfr. Binns I have had various -newspapers Mg^y serviceable. 
And Mr. Andrew Dunlap, hte of Boston, now or CincinnSti^ f\indlshed me 
with the chief part <^the extracts iVom the Boston papers. These gentle* 
men« and others whose namesi needuot mention, wul, I hope, accept this 
public tesddkODy of my gnttitude. 



; 
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OUVE BRANCH, &e^ 



PHAPTER 1^ 






CtnsU aftheqgpa^rs of the Dmted States. Ifangers of partiea 

" ' mnd fictions. 8imuarUy of our situation to that of Prance^ 

Maly and England, previous to their dtnl waits. To excite 

insurrection easy. To aUaj it difficult. Dangerous t^iden-x 

' eg rfinJUnnmaiory publications. 

JL HE situatioii <>f the United States was in ihe U^ of 
1814 hjj^y critic^. Party and bctien, the bane and destruc- 
tion of all die old republics^*' were carried to such extrava- 
gant lengrthS) as to endangei: the public^ tranquility— 4uid per- , 
hap6 lead tQ dnl war, the greatest scourge that erer afflictcMl 
mankind. Unceasing efforts were used to excite our citizens 



•An idea has b^ien propagated by sopcpficial writcts, and pretb^ 
uniTersany believed by superBcial readers, that party and fbotion are pe- 
cnSar to republics. Never was there a greater fcrror. There b hardly a 
body of men, how small or innffmftcant soeyet, that i^ not distuihed 
tnore * or less b^ p^oety faction. Within tfae^ast'ten yean, one hslf, at 
least, of -the Rehgious Congregations in Philadelpftiid^ have been ''distract- 
ed by disbord and &ction, which, in more*^ instances than ond; have 
been carried to the extreme length of absolute sepaiatioii. And to 
mount higher,, who can foi]g^t the violent Mictions at the commencement 
of the reign of George ul. when Engiahd was on thc$ very' verge of 
In s ur r ect ion — and let me add the reli^pous crusade of L^ * Qeorge Ooi- 
don, which was the off^riog of &ction, and termiiuitM in Enkindling 
thirty six fires at once in London— of which^ city the mob had nndistuib* 
ed poMesslon for several days. All the feldns, and other tenants qf 
the prisons had dieir chains knocked off, and were let loose onoe 
more to prey on the pubUc, The enumeiiadoitt wccp en^ieis. Let th)$ 
flight ^Eetch suffice. ' 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



SQ THB OLIVE BRANCH. 

to open resistance of tiie eoYernment* This principallj took place 
in the eastern states; oat there was hanilj a portion of the 
union in which tiiere were not persons constantly employed* 
in inflaming tiie pnUic mind, and peparing it tor coramo- 
tiidns. Thousands and tens i^tfaoasuids of dtiawh vprig^t, 
honest, and honorable in pnmte life, were so deluded bj th^ 
fnadness of party as to beliere that the defeat, the disgrace, 
and die disasters of our armies— the destmctioa of the pubr 
lie ci^ditt— (as leading to the expulsion from their stations of 
tfie hiriiest public fanctionaries dul j chosen hj the people) — 
were m**^ consummatioB deyoutlT to be wished"^— and the 
certain means of procuring a speedy and an honourable peace, 
which we could not fell to obtain frmn the magnanimity of Great 
Britain, prorided we remoyed those public officers, wh^m, accord- 
ins to them, she had sp much reason to execrate*. 

It was in yaih that the uniform yoice of history proclumed that 
ihe generosity of nations towards each other is a nonentity; that 
the terms of a treaty are more or less feyourable or iujunous in 
proportion to the relatiye 8treB|j^tii,and energy^ and moaps of an- 
noyance or defence, of the parties; that power^l nations haye al- 
fnost always taken adyantage of die feeblenesss of their adyersa- 
ries; and that the certain road to a ^ speedy and an honourable 

C&ce has eyer been to wage waa with the utmost decision and 
ecx* 

Were histoly wholly silent on this topic, the inherent propensi- 
ties of human nature, properly explored, might satisfy eyery ra- 
tional mind of the sounaness ot these political maxims. They are 
fair deductions of reason and common sense, to which the uniyer- 
aal experience of mankind bears testimony* Eyery nation, in its 
|>eriodsof debility, has been obliged occasionally to submit to in- 
justice. Eyery nation, possessing the power! to do injustice, has 
more or less ayailed itself of the opportunity. 

* These topics wiQ be fuDy dbcossed in qiecific cfaiq>teiv at the clote 
«f this WQtk. ^ 

f Tdsome of 1117 readers this wiQ seem imposaible. It certaiaty appears 
incredible. Bat there are many things Very incredible, that are neverthe- 
less tme. And it is capable of the most complete .jucUaal proo^ that gen- 
tlemen, highly estimable in jmvate life, have thanked Gf>d most fervently 
for the di^jfTAceinl capture ofour armies. Others have pr^ed to God that 
every one m our soldiers who entered Canada, might be sUughtered/ This 
is one of the many Strang and unaccountable instances in which our his- 
toiy is utterly unlike the histories of the other nations of the earth. It is 
redly a nd eenerU, I feel pret^ confident that no man of character or 
irorth in En^and or France, ever rejoiced at the disgrace or disasters of 
his country. But I blu^ to tell it, the dtsg^racc of our armies have been re- 
peatedly a subject <^ as much exiHtation in our coffee houses and our news- 
p^>ers, as in Cecity of London. I could name individuals of the utmost 
worth in an the social relations, except that -zvMch they bear te ikar cowUry, 
whose satis&ction at the distresses and embarrassments of our govemment 
has at least eqjuaUed that of lord Cfptlereagh. 
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I ¥ras aware, that my fears of civil war were regarded as vis- 
HNiary*-«s the wild eniwipns of a disordered, t^rain. I found my* 
felf in a small' mhiority. And were the correctness of opinions 
to be tested bj thenninbers who entertain them, mine would ap- 
pear most iniserablj erroneous. But this is a conclusion not 
warranted by history. It had "been a thousand times asserted, 
and will be as often repeated, that the people of the United States 
were too enl^tened to fall into such a fatal error, and that they 
knew too well the value of the blessings they enjoyed, to sacri^co 
tiiem so absurdly. Such a delusion was pardonable a few years 
previous to that period. But our then recent, stupendous follies 
ought to have wholly dispelled it. We displayed, in many ca^ 
sea, as much insanity as tiie history of the world exhibits in any 
rfits pages. 

Danger is not diminished b^ shutting our eyes against ltd ap- 
proach, or by denying its existence. This woula be a cheap 
price to pay for security. But it if pot to be purchacsed ^us. 
And those who seriously weigh the causes tiiat led to the civil 
wars which desolated France, under the house of Valois; Eng- 
land under Charies I.; and Italy for entire centunes, with hardly 
any intermission; will have reason to believe that our security was 
by no means so well founds as was generally supposed. In 
numberiesB points of view, pur situation and our proceeding 
bore a very strong analogy to those of the three nations to which 
I have referred, immediately previous to their respective civil 
wars. Whofiver readq with due attention Baviht's history of 
Vrance, Machiavel's of Florence, or Clarendon's of the rebellion 
under Charies I., will be astonished at th^ near resemblance.* 

Hie dtiierence between our situation a few years since, and 
the lat^ turind state of the country, was indubitably far greater 
than from where we then stood to insurrection, and separation, 
and civil war. While there were so many combustible materials 
scattered abroad, and such unceasing pains taken to infianie the 
public mind, very trivial accidents might have enkindled a con- 
flagration.— Once unhinge a government — once let loose man* 
kind from the restraints of law and constitution—- and the human 
mind cannot readily calculate the terrible result. . 



*ThediTi8ion8,and distractions, and factions, that prevailed among, and 
the butcheries alternately perpetrnted on each othe^, by, tlie conteiidiiiQr' par- 
ties in the Grecian and Italian republics, are ably and instructively detailed in 
the Defence of the Americaii Constitutions by the iex-presidcnt, Jolm Adams 
This work has not had the iate it merited. It has beerr L'ud aside and almost 
forgotten. Yet there is no work extant which contains more useful lessons 
for an Americanr-none in which the hojrtx)ra of fiction are more fbrribly dis- 
placed— «one that our svatesmen and pohtictans ought to study more cordPuUy. 
A KV passages, selected here and there, liave been employe^ for the pur- 
pose of decrvin^ it, and with too much success. But there never yet was a 
ouman production that mifi^t not be condemned to the flames by the same 
mode of trial 
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It was said, that .those who had for years iii^;ed theprmMrietj, 
and necessitj^ and advantages to the eastern sUtes^ of a ai88olu<* 
tion of the oniony did not intend to proceed thus far; and- that 
they held dutthrae threats in tenroren^o awe thi^ administration. 
There-isthestroikgest possible ritoson to believe that this was fi 
pehdiciims, a fatal ^rrpr^nd that the leaders i^ the malcontents 
were {Perfectly s^riouil inr their views of a separation. How o&en 
had the churches echoed with the itisurrectional^ the treasonable, 
the fanatical, iherebedious cry, ''WHERB IS OUR MOS£S? 
Wkere U the rod of his mirades9 0^herei8 our Jiaron? Have 
we no Moses to lem ua out of the land of ^gyptP] • Fatiuty itself 
could not mistake' the meaning of' thi$^ species of declamation. 
But even were the leaders merely threatening,' it afforded us no se- 
curity i^nst th^ ruinous result.' • 'I!hose Whd'raijie the storm of 
ciwl commotions^ possess not the pofv^r i^t pleasure to allay its 
violence*-^tesay with effect, ^^thus far shalt«thou go, and no far- 
ther." This theory was fully exetnplified in the civil wars of 
England betw^n Charles h and his pa^liatnent, and likewise in 
the French revolution. The latter^of which nearly all the early 
leaders perished in jails and ojn scaffe^lds^ is a very strong case. 
Very few of these d&tingwhed and illustrious- men contemplated 
a recourse to arms. They hoped for a^iloedless triumph over tyr- 
anny* But they were Some dpwn and destroyed by violent, and 
wicked, and sanguinary nien,or rather monsters, whom their pro- 
ceedings releajsed i^oni restraint, but whom their utmost efforts^ 
cotild not restrain or control. \ - - ' 

Never had brighter prospects s^ne on a nation than those 
iliat shone on the unitea Stajtes. Never had a nation been more 
highly blest. Never had the security of person and property— of 
iit^y, civil and religious-— been attained by such easy sacrifices. 
Never had the weight of government pressed miM« lightly. It 
was not felt Never had the fondest theories of pliiiosophers and 
lovers of mankind, been more completely realized* 

Our case was very analagons to that of a youth who in- 
herits a lar^e estate, and, unacquainted wjth the difficulty 
of its acquisition,* cannot form an estimate of its value. This 
can only ne done iM[ a due cohsidefation of the condition of 
those who are destitute of tlie advantages of fortune. He 
becooies a prodigal. He lavishes away his treasures. He 
only then begins to appreciate them, when they are irre- 
trievably squandered. This was precisely our case. We had 
not sufficiently compared our situation with that of the mass 
of mankind.— We had never taken a full view of the glorious, 
the inestimable advantages we possessed. We had the most 
poble inheritance that ever feu to the lot of a nation, and 
had not duly appreciated oiu*- happiness. We had jeopardized 
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it: wBM&i waatonlr and iatuitouslj*— We were on the Vtrwt of 
its total lods. \ little further prdgress iii fdllj- and mvmegSf 
^imI lire shoaldhave been undone^ ^We had bj rapid strides, 

3»proacKed the banks of the Uuhicon. Wbedier We shoaki 
vnge IB, and fdrd the stream, or, struck with a due sense 
of our errors and oilr danger, ittsdie a retrograde moToment, 
«iid tegaia the el/stum whence ^e started, was in the womb 
«if time* Heaven directed us to th^ blessed, alternative! be- 
yond the str^m verges a dreaty desert, where anarchy and 
oivil war Itold their terrific * reign, with all ihetr long train 
^f horrors, and where the devious paths lead directlj to ruth- 
less despotism. 

It was time, therefore, to make a solemn pause*— i^jretrace 
fMU* steps — and, since we refused to profit ij the sad expe- 
rience of other ages and nations, to av^ii onrsenres of bur own. 
Bj hoftOst endeavours — bj abating the odious violence of 
J»artj sptit^— tqr mutual compromise-r bj rending asunder 
|he odio^ the .deg^iog, the {>ernicious voke of the yioleht 
men whose inflnence and prosperitj depenaed on public com- 
iBotio na we mif^t happily regain the ground we had iosi-*' 
•we mif|kt dispel the delu^n that was leading us to tempo- 
ral peraifion. 

To vindicate myself from the chai^ of folly, in my gloom- 
my apprehensions and anticipations, I submit to the reader a 
few sp^meoft of the unceasing efforts which for years have 
been iriade io oikindle the flames of civil war. Hiat we have 
not jet hboi involved in it, is not justly chargeable to the 
• want of a due d^igree of labour and industry. Never was. more 
activity displayed— Aever was a cause more sedulously or ably 
advocated. And never was there less scruple about the means 
proiAded the end was accomplished. 

*6b or before the ,40k of Jvtiy,' If Jame9 MacEson is not out of office, a 
mewfirm cf mermmad viU he in operation in the eattem aection ^the mdmu 
Jhuimtdly 4^fier, Ae emuett in many of the wtatet vUl be, vhether to adhere 
J9 the Ja^ 'or Join ^ a«v goroemmtru. like every thW else foretcdd years 
9^ mid wluch it v^ified eveiy diy, this warning win be also ridiculed as 
▼MOBHT. Be it sOp But Mr. Madbon cannot complete his tenn of ser- 
vice, ir die war continues, tt is not possible: and if he knew human na- 
' tiiic» he woqU see it" Federai ReptMcan,J^tn!tntb^'7^\&iA.' 



* Is there m federalisi; a patxiot in Amerk% who conoesves it his du- 
ty tot ahed his blo od fi>r Bonaparte, for Madison or Jefiferson, and that 
HOST OF EUFFIAMS im Ci^reoo, who have set their fiu:es against US 
fijr jem^ and miited up the sbuval piaT of '^rx pofulacs to destroy 
tu? Aot one^— SliaB we then any longer be held m slareiy and driven 
to ddfoato p«Texly« by sooh a grabekti Action?— Heaven fiMbid.** 
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''If at the Jyrcfent m&ment, no syntmt qf citnl -mir appear^ Q^TffET 
CERTJlLyLT WILL SOOJ^, imiess the cmtra^e of the •war part]/ fail 
them.'* Sermon by David Osgood, D. D. Pastor oi the church ofMedford, 
delivered June 26, 1812, page 9. 

« ^ cMl Toar becomet. as certain as the events thai happem according 
to the known kms and ettabUshed . course of nature.** Idem, page 15. 

** If we would preserve the liberties, by th^ struggle [the American re- 
volution] so dearly purchased, the call for bIesIST^J^CE a^mnst the vsur- 
potions of our ovm government is as urgent as it vfos formerly agmnst those of out 
mother country.*** 

** If the impending negociation widi Great Britain is defeated by inndi* 
ous artifice; if the friendly and conciliatory proposals of th6 enemy 
should not, from French subserviency, or views of sectional ambition, be 
met throughout witli a spirit of moderation and sincerity, so as to ter^* 
minate the infamohs war which is scattering its horrors around us, and 
arrest the cadlamilies and distress of a di^^ced country, it is neces$arg 
to apprise you, that such conduct tvill be no linger borne loiih. Ilie injured 
States rnll be compelled^ by every motive of ituty, interest^ and honour; by 
one manly exertion of their strength^ to dash inib atoms the bond of tyr* 
anny. It viU then be too late to retract. Tht die viU be cast. Freedom 
preserved**^ 

"A separation of the Stales -wiU be an inevitable result. Motives numerous 
and urgent vnll demand that measure. As they originate m oppression^ the op* 
pressors must he responsible for the momentous and contingent eoeniSt arising 
' from the dissolution of the freoent confederacy^ and the erection ^ seperaSe 
^orertmenU, It will be their work. While poMerity will admire the in- 
dependent spirit of tlie EUistcm section of our Country, and with senti- 
ments of gratitude, enjoy the fruits ci their firmness and wisdom — the 
descendants of the South and West will have reason to curse the infatu- 
ation and folly of your councas.** (Idem, page 9.) 

^*^Bold and resolute^ -when they step forth in the sacred cause of freedom 
and independence^ the J^'orthem people -wilt secure their oiyeotm tVo obstacle 
can impede them, JV o force can vithstanH their powerful arm. The most 
nvmeroitj^ armies will melt before their manly strength. Does not he page 
of liistory instruct you, tliat the feeble debility of the South, nevet 
could face the vigorous activity of the North? Do not the events of past 
ages remind yon of the vahiable truth, that, a single spark •of Mrthern 
liberty, especially when enUghUned by congenial cofmnercct will explode d 
~,phole atmospliere of sidtry SoiUhem despotism? You well know the termi- 
nation of the expidition of Xerxes, with his hundreds of thouaanda 
against the Greeks! l*he commercial Athenians taueht the debilitated ty- 
rant of Asia, on the plauis of Marathon, and at the streights of SalamiSp 
of what exertions freedom is capable, when roused by oppression. The 
hardy Macedonians not only defeated and dispersed countless hordes of' 
Southern cfieminacy, but traversed their coUntiy at pleasure.** (IdexDi 
page 12) ,' • 

"When such are the effects of opprcsaon ttpon men resolved not to 
submit, as tlisplayed in the North aUd South of Europe, and in all age< 
of the world, do 'you flatter yourself with its producing a different opert- 
tion in this country!* Do vou think the energies of Northern freemen ire 
to be tamely smothcredf Do yo»i imagine they , will allow themselves to 
be trampled \ipon with impunity? And by whom? The Southern and Wcst- 

•discourse delivered before the lieutenant governor, the council and the 
two houses composmg the legislature of the commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
May 31, 1809. By David Osgood, D. D. p. 25. 

t " Northern grievances, set forth in a letter to James Madison* by a Nordi 
American.** Publiished, May 1814, and drculsted With great industryx 
throughout New England and New Yodc. p. 4. 
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tn States! hy mei» whose united efforts are not sufficient to keep- in 
brder their own ensUved popuktion» and defend their own frontiers? by war- 
liors whose repeated attempts at invasion of a neighbouring protince, 
kare been disgracefully foUed by a handful of disciplined troops! by 
teierals, moouments .of arrogance and folly! by councils the cttence of 
corruption, imbecilityy and madness. 

•* The aggr^^ ttrat^ of the South and tVest, if Imught •gdmit the 
^^orth, wotdd be drhen into the ocean, or haick to their ovm $i&^ -wildt — and 
tVy ndfht tHnk Aenaehee firttmaie if they escaped other punishment than a de- 
fiat, -which their temerity voyld ment.^ While .the one would stride to en- 
ilave, the other would fight lor fireedom. While the counols of the one 
would be distracted with discordant interescs; the decisions of the other 
would be directed by One souL Beware! PMise! before you take the fiiital 
pluT^e.**— (Idem pjge 13.) 

. " You l^re carried your oppressions to the utmost stretch. We wiUne 
linger eubait. Restore the Constitution to its purity; ^ve us security for the 
future indemnity for the past. Aholish every tyranmcal law. . . Maike an im- 
mediate' and honorable peace. Revive our Commerce. Increase our navy 
Protect our seamen. Uhlest you comply with these just demands, vithout de- 
lay, vfc *itt -withdraw from the Union, scatter to the -wind the bonds of tyrannyi 
and transmit to posterity, that Liberty purchased by the BevoUttion.*^ 

(Idem page 16.) 

''Americans! PREPARE TOUR ARMd— you -wia soon be eatled to use 
thm. We must use them for the emperor of France, OR FOR OUR' 
SELVES. It is but an individual who now points to this ambiguous alter- 
native. But Mr. Madison and his cab^l niay rest astsured, there is in the 
hearts of many thousands in this abused and almost ruined country, a senti- 
ment and energy to ilhistrate the distinction when his madness shall call into 
•ction.**— (^.Bm^oti Repertory. J 

<* Old Massackusetts is as terrible to the i/hnericatt,. now, as she -was to the Bri- 
tish cabins in 1775; for .America, too, has her Butes afid her J^orths, Let then 
Atf commercial states breast themselves to the shoqk, and know that to themselves 
they must k>bk for safety. All party bickerings must be sacrificed on the altar 
ofpSEtiiotism. Then, attdnot till then, sh^they humble the pride and ambititn of 
firgima, whose strength hesin their weakness; and chastise the insolence of 
Ihssemadmen of Kentucky and" Tennessee, -who aspire to the government of these 
states, land threaten to involve the country OiaUtie horrors of -warV 

• • CJ>/ew York Commercial Advertiser. J 

_ • 

The Ihliguage of the writers is plain knd uneauivocal. It ad- 
mits of DO mistake or roiscohstruction* That uiej intended to 
prodtice insurrection and dissolution ofthennion, unless thej 
^d their friends were enabled to seiae upon the government, re^ 
gardless of the frightful consequences, h would require jconsum* 
mate impudence to deny; it would be folly, orinsanitjr to disbe- 
lieve. What might ultimately be their success, it *wa^ impossible 
to foresee. Every tiling depended on the eourse pursued by those 
who had an interest in Uie public welfare. If they were not w^t* 
ing to themselves and to their country, we were ^ure to risoitri*- 
nmphant over our difficulties and '. embarrassments* But if the 
tHen prevailfaig wonderful apathv continued; if pre rejnained 
sluggishly with our arms folded, while our situation became daily 
Bore awful and daTming; ruin was inevitable. We should have 
iiibrded one of the most strikine instances in history* of prema- 
tare decay and decrepitude. Tne Lord in his mercy has averted 
wch an awfiil fate ! 
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RetiaDce was placed by those who denied the Existence of tB^ 
danger which I deprecated^ upon the sober character of the 
nation. Thej regarded that cnai^cter as a guarantee again$t 
civil war. 1 was well aware of this circumstance. I allowed it a 
due. share of inflaence and importance. But the strong inference 
drawn from it, was unwarranted by history. And let it be ob- 
a^erved, once for all, that the only unerring guide in gOTemment; 
or politics, is history, to the neglect of whos^ lessons may be as* 
cnbed more than twoUiirds of our Errors and fdlHes. 

The Athenians were a highly polished, knd a refined people. 
No natron in ancient times, ever excelled them im these respects. 
Yet they were occasionally seduced into the most fnghtful cruel- 
ties by their Cleons and other enrages. They often massacred 
their prisoners in cool' blood, ^and fong after they were taken. 
And the j^roscriptions and butcheries the adverse parties perpetra- 
, ted on each odier, as they gained the ascendency, are mghtful 
subjects of reflection, and to us hold out most invaluable wiamings. 

No idation of modern Europe excelled France, few equalled btr 
— in courtesy^n mildness — in urbanity. And yet never did 
mankind exhibit themselves under a more hideous aspect — ^never 
did they change nature mere completely with wolves, tygers, and 
hjcenks, th&n the French under Marat, Danton« Couuion, and 
Robespierre. |0* These are at^ul lessonsj to which those who 
were lending their aid to tear down the pUUtrs of (mr govern- 
menty ought to have attended, 

Man is the same every whei^ under the same eseitements. 
TVe have Our Cleons, and our CoMions, and our Dantbns, and 
our Robcspierres, who only required suitable occasions to have 
given scope to their energies. Mild and gentle as is the. Am^cau: 
character generally, the revolution in this country exhibited in 
various places, where the parties were rancorously emlnttei^ 
against each other, many terrifying scenes* Prisoners were often 
hung up without trial by. the partizans on IxKth ekles. M^n • and 
women were treacherously shot down in ifieir houses. And not 
unfrequently private malice, to ^e its 'rase^ disguiBed itself un- 
der the cloak of public, spirit Let us ponder weU on those cir- 
cumstances^^ Tney are bought with important adnv^onitions. 

To apply kremedy to any evil, mpral orphjm^yitis indispen- 
sably necessary te explore its nature— to ascertauf its causes— 
anc^ to trace its consequences. Any t»ther procedure arises from 
error and folly, and is pregnant with defeat and disappointment. 

With this view I respectfully solicited the- public atten- 
tion. I took a rapid retrospective ghinee at the folly ind 
guilt, which tho factious aiird discordant state i^ • our country 
had generated* As far as in my power, I divested myself 
of any party bias, and treated the subject as if it belong- 
ed to another age or nation. \Vhatev6c errors t fell intOy 
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arose not from sinister intention: they were diai|;eable to in- 
advertence and human imperfection. On my medoin from 
partiality, I felt the more reliance^ from my unalterable con- 
viction, that both the hostile' parties that divjfde this coun« 
fry, and who reg&rd each other with so much hatred ^d jea- 
lousy, bad largely " contributed towards the misfortunes that 
had befallen us — the melancholy change tha^ had taken place 
in our sitdation«*and the daneers.that'threaten^ 0^. It was 
impossible for a candid piind to review the scenes throuj^h 
which we had passed for ^ome years, without a thorough 
conviction,, that each had been guilty of most egregioua er*- 
rers and follies^ and occasionally of /something worse than 
either; and iAxdA^CJ^ whemver tht inUrHts^ of the ndtian and 
the interests of the mrty 'came in colHsion^ the former had been 
too frequently sacnfk^d^ by both federalists arid democrats to 
the latter. No man who has aiiy public spirit, can take a re- 
view of our history without feeling the ae^pest regret at the 
extent of the mischief this miserable system of Conduct has 
produced. It has defeated many of this noblest pTans that tiie 
wisdom ot tlie country has ever devised., I may be Wrong in 
my calculations; but I believe it has prevailed to at least as 
great an extent here, is in almost any other country, or at any 
other period of time. When the present generation sits for its 
picture to the historian, it will form a strong contrast to that 
which b past, and gone. The errors or ^ follies, however, of 
either party would nave produced but little injury compara- 
tively, had not those of the' other conspired to give them ma* 
lignity awl eflfect , 

From tfiis exposition of my views, it was obvious I should 
steer a course very different from ihe generality of writers on' 
political tt^piQS. With hardly a single exception, their object 
19, liaving espoused a party, to justify and emolazon its suppor- 
ters, whether right or wrong , aftd, if needs be, 

««To make the worse appear the better cause." 

In pu/suit of this object, their own partizans are all angels of 
I^ght^ — whose sublime and magnificent plans of' policy are cal- 
culated to produce a political millenium; and their opponents, 
(lemons incarnate, intent on the destruction of the bestinterests 
of the country. These portraits are equaflly unjust and incor- 
reet One is all beauty, with little resemblance to the preten- 
ded original— ithe other a hideous caricature^ equally foreign 
from honour, truth, and' jXistice« » 

Among the frightful consequences resuUiiig from thie odi^ 
oils practice^ a plain and palpable one presents itself. These 

* This is one of the most lamentable and hufuiliatini^ &ct8 in our history. 
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borrible* portraits en^ndered a satanural spirit pf hatred, ma- 
lice^ and abhorrence m the parties towards each other. Citi- 
zens of adverse opinions, whose views were perfectly pure and 
iinblic spirited^ were to each other objects of distrust and jea- 
oQsy. We attached all possible guilt and wickednes»^political 
at least— to our opponents— and then detested the hobgoblins 
which we ourselves 'create4» • • 

It is not thii3 society ^ constitnted^ The mas^ of mankind 
perfai^s of all parties, and in all a^es, have meant well, ex« 
cept in verj corrupt states of society; And little more is 
necessary to^ produce harmony between them, than to under- 
stand each otnef correctly. But hostility, is excited and per- 
petuated by the intrigues and management of demajgrogued, 
whose influence and consequence depend on fomenting discord, 
and who would sink into insknificance in times of tnutquility; 
Mankind, as I have hinted, hate each other, not for real ex- 
isting differences/ but for phantoms, ^e 4>roduction of heated 
imaginations. '^ Experience nas frequency evinced that the ve- 
ry plans of policy which parties oiit of power have reprobated 
land denounced as pernicious, they have put^ued tfiemselves 
as soon iis they had vanquished their opponents,' and seised 
on their pl|tces. And I believe every man of reflection will 
acknowledge, that if th6 federalists had retained the adminis- 
tration in their hands, they would have itd^ocated the rights 
of their country as firmly as their successors have done; and 
would l^robably have adopted measures to resist the arrogant 
and destructive claims (rf* England, similar to those, for which 
they have so strenuously^ though not verylionouraUy o^ consis- 
tently, opposed tiie present admimstration. 

r 

This is not mere supposition. It is historical fact It will 
^ seen in the sequel ofthis work9 diat the federalists took as 
high ground on the sidgect o»f impressment, and as firmly and 
patriotically resisted the unjust, the daring; the d^^radii^ pre- 
tensions of England, as Mr.. Jefferson or Mr. i^Udlson have 
done.. Yet the resistance of the two latter presidents has been 
among the strongest accusations alled^ed agunst them by* their 
political adversaries. It is impossible to reflect on these 
topics without sighing over human weakness and folly. Feder- 
alism has in these transactions suffered a stain never to be ef- 
faced. . ' 

CHAPTER n. 

Errors ef the Detnocraiic Party. Federal ConstUuHon: Oppo" 
sUion to a JS^ivy. Mien and BedUUm Law. Jay's IVeoly. 

JLn pursuance of niy\pkn, I priced to a review of those 
errors of the democratic party, which contributed to produce 
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^ diange in the prospects of this country, and to darken the ^ 
political horrizon; and I trust it will appear that I have not 
done them injustice in charging a large portion ' of the Ibily 
and goilt to their account. 

. FEDERAL CONSTITUTION. 



In the convei^tioi^ that formed, the federal constitution, th^ 
democratic party sowed the seeds of a premature dissolution 
of that instrument, and of the American'' confederacy. Regard- 
ing society more as it ought to be, than as it has evcp been, 
or is ever likely to belled away by theories more ' plausible 
than solid— appTyinfi; to a free electire government, deriving all 
its lowers and aumoritiei from the voice of the people, max- 
ims amt apprehensions, and precautions, calculated for the me- 
ridian of monarchy! they directed all their efforts, and all their 
views, towards guarding a^inst oppression from the federal' 
government. Whi^tever of authority or power, they 4ivested it 
of, <# bestow on the state * ^ovemm^tSf. or reserve to the peo« 
pie, W2u» r^arded as an important advantage. A^inst the 
federal ^vemment their fears and terrors . were wholly direct- 
ed. Tlhis was the horable monste^, which they labioured to 
cripple aftd chain down, to prevent its- ravages.— -The state 
governments they ^regarded li^ifh the utmost complacence, as 
the pobUc protectors a2;ainsi *this dreadful enemy of liberty. 
Had they succeeded in all their views, they would hiave deprived 
the general governnient of nearly all its efficiency. Alas! little 
<lkl they suppose that^ our greatest dangers would arise from the 
usurpations -ol' the Sate governments, some of whictv have since 
most awfully and treasonably Jeopardised the upion. Unfor- 
tanatelv this party was two successful in the 'convention. 
Its euoeavours produced a constitution, which, however admi- 
rably calculated for a period of peace, has been found incom- 
petent in war to call forth^ at once and decisively, the ener- 
gies of the nation, and- the administration of which has been re- 
peatedly bearded, baffled, and thwarted by the state goveni- 
lueots. Had the red federalists in the convention succeeded, 
and made the general &;overnmftnt some^yhat more 'energetic-— 
endowed it with a small degree more of power — ^it might en- 
dare for centuries. Wiiat fate at present awaits it, is not iu- 
kuman wisdbm to foresee. I fervently pray, with the celebra- 
ted fiither Paul, esto perpetua. 

This erroF of the democrohoparfy. arose from 'a want of due 
r^purd to the history of republics, and from a profound study 
orthose political .writers who have written under monarchical 
governments, and whose viewa wece wholly dir^ted to guard 
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against the danger of tyrannj flowing from the overweeiuug 
* regal power, especially when possessed bj men ,of powerful 
ta^ts and* great ambition. The theories whence thej derived 
their views of gbternm'ent were splendid and subUme — the 
productions of men of ^rea^ pubUc spirit, and regard for the 
genenil wel&re and happmess-rand had thej been duly attem- 
pered by maxims dirawn from experience, would have been of 
inestimable value. 

ESTABLISHMENT OF A SMALL NAVY. 

The stead; and factious Opposition made bj' the democratic 
party, to the establbhment of a small navy, adequate at least 
to the' protection of our own coasts, has been proved bj the 
events to have l>een most wretched and miserable policy^ It 
arose, as' weir from a spirit of hostility towards tr^e p^y in 
power, as from a soixiid and coDtemptible spirit of eco^AAy^ 
which has in many instances disgraced and dishonored ^s par- 
ty, who hj^ve frequently proved tliemselyes, to use a very 
trite but very expressive proverb, « penny wise — pound fooi- 
i^.'* When" we analyse this Boasted spirit of ecopomy, to 
which the opposition to the navy^ * may he in part ascribed, 
we shall find it arisen from two sources; the one, from men 
of narrow minds carrying into public, the hucLstering habits of 
private life. Thfe other, a base spirit ,of courting popufarity by 
husbanding the public treasure, even on occasions when hbeN 
ality is true economy, which as fiequentljftoccu^' in public af- 
fairs as in private life. Both motives are equally contemptible 
but the latter is the more pernicious, and priHiuces the most 
ruinous consequences. It starve and smothers public' under- 
takings, and public spirit; and often defraiii^ illustrious men of 
their due rewards. It is the' characteristic vice pf odr times, and 
of our nation, and ought >to be hunted ioyfn \^y every man who 
has a real regaiid for the honour and interest pf hi^ country. To 
this vile spirit we must ascribe the never-eneuglV-to-be-de^pised, 
debate whether Eaton, thegloripus and immort^ hepo ofJDeme,^ 



• Periiaps my csdrotte of this exploit . may ' be erroneous. I ooinot 
but regard it as one of the most illustrious events in America n military 
affair^ by Imd — when %U the circimislances of the case are taken into 
view, i never reflect without amazement and admiration on the heroism 
of the gallant band; wlio^ cmder tins intrepid chief, pierced througii the 
frightful desert, and shook a powerhil usurper's throne to the centre. I 
hare always deplore^i the inauspicious interference that dashed the glori- 
Oits prize to the «arth just as Eatonrhad streched out his hand and was 
ready to seize it witliout the smallest danger of an unfavourable result 
The state of Massachusetts acquired a bi^ degree of honour by its li- 
berality to the warrior of Deme, on whom it hestowed 10,000 acres, of 
land as a mark of its esteem and admirs^tion. This act of gencrority, 
bv the contxast, made the miserable ^ooduct of Congress appear worthy 
of additional co^empt. 
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Aould be rewarded with a sword or a reedal ! a debate which 
brought down on the congress in which it took place, the con^ 
tempt of every maffnanimous and liberal man in the nation ; a 
debate which would have disgraced the common council of the 
most petty borough ili the union. To this spirit it is due, that 
Totes of thanks, and swords, and urns, and other cheap modes ot 
displaying our gratitude, have tranquilized our * minds, and de- 
ceived us into the opinion, that we have paid the boundliess debt 
doe to the Hulls, the Bainbridges, the Decaturs, the Perrjs, the 
Porters, the Macdonoufghs, ' the Joneses, the RipJejs, the 
Browns, the Scott^, the Coffees, the Carrolls, the Macombs, 
the Jacksons, and the other heroes whose glbry will live as long 
as public spirit, consummate talents, and braverj command the 
veneration of mankind. . 

The modest, the- unassuming, the youthful Pesry rescued a 
-whole frontier^ men. Women, and children, from the murderous 
tomahawk. Macdonough jcertainlj rescued another, and jprevent- 
ed the enemy from establishing his winter quarters far wit'nin our 
territory. And Jackson achieved for himself and his couotry 
immortal honour, by an exploit certainly never* exceeded, per- 
haps never equalled. . K^ preserved one of the most . important 
keys and. emporiums of the country,.' from the power ,of the ene- 
n^, by the m<»t consummate prjidence, talents', and bravery* 
The interest of the property, he saved *fi;om depredation, i# pro- 
bably above 8750>000 per annum. Yet i doubt whether there 
m ^titude enoji^h in' our .public bodies, who hold the pyrse 
strvigs of the nation, or in the individuals whose property haa 
been preserved, to make him ^y adequate return^ I no))e and 
pray i may^ be deceived. I deprecate being correct in this cal- 

calation« But I have fearful misgivings on the subject. 

* • 

To enaUe ns to form an estimate of the immense debt we owe 
otir illustrious heroes, it is ^nly.necessarvto call to recoUeption, 
Ihe prostration of the public mindy and the degradation of the. 
national character in the early part of the war, whea our opera- 
tions on land were ^ one continued stream" of disgraces and dis- 
asters.; and when but for the exploits of Hull and a few others 
•n the ocean, the nanie of an american wpuld have been a pass- 
port to shame and disgrace. The national character was sup- 
ported throughout the war by our little navy, whose exploits may 
challenge, comparison with any of the most signal acts of hero- 
ism recorded in history. . And on land it was towards the close 
DoUy retrieved by the heroes whose names I have ^ven, and 
odiers who will grace their country's annals. And is it possible 
Ihat congress will be base enough not to give some substantial 
proof of the nation's gratitude for benefits so far beyond all 
price ! 
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In no instance, hitherto, have congress or the people of thai 
United States discharged their duty in tliis respect, or dis* 
played a suitable degree of gratitude. Of votes of thanks they 
have been abundantly liberal. These cost nothii^. A few 
swords and medals too have been awarded. But of all the ben- 
efactors of their country — those men who have preserved it 
from the boltendess abysses of disgrace and dishonour into 
which it tvas precipitously falUne^^wiiO have given it a rank 
among the nations of the earth, Siere is not one on whom Ihe 
nation has bestowed a reward worthy of him or it Who was be 
that said, ^ the sin of ingratitude, is witchcraft ?'' Whoever he 
Was, honoured be his name. 

The debt due to the iJIubtrious men with whose names I have 
honoiTred my page, and others, who have trod the same path of 
glory, tan haraly ever be dischargied^ even on the ground of mere 
calculation of benefit to tiie natioA, Exclusive of uie elevation of 
its character; > 

If England, whom in this respect we ought to'aspire .to emulate^ 
gave 500fiOOL sterling to her Wellingtons and Nelsons, let the 
Vnited States give^some solid and substantial proof ot their 
gratitude, to their illustrious heroes! I peed -not add, that I do 
not calculate npon such very extravagant rewards as the British. 
Parlilment.vOt^d ^' the ^rtat lord,^^ as he has been styled, "but 
the gift4>ughtto be worthy. of tlie donor ai<d acceptor;" ought' t6 
opecate as a reward to the meritorious,* stimulus to excite ptlieriE 
to emulation. - . , • ^ 

This is 'in some degree a digressioii. ' But- 1 hop^ the feelings 
of my readers will be sufficientlt in unison with tiie^ sentiments^ 
not to require any' apology. I therefote 'make none. I return 
to the navy. 

i feel confident, that the nation has lost one hundred times aa 
Ti>uch through the .want of a small navy, as it would have cost. 
Numbers of instances have occurred, of valtTable merchantmen 
having been captured by petty pickaroons of pirates, with one m* 
two guns. Our ports have been insulted and outraj^t and ffie 
ships and catgoes of our merchants been plundered bv privateers 
ana sloops of war, which a few armed vessels would have forced 
to keep a respectful distance. There is none of thejpoints on 
which &e two nostile parties haVe differed, wherein the democrats' 
have been so far below their adversanes in consulting the real, 
the permanant honour and interest of the country, as in the es* 
tablishment of a naval force. ^h6 policy df the federalists iki 
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Ihis respect was dignified and honorably that of the democrats 
nuserabij colitraeted* ^_ I 

JiRen and S^Uion Laws^ani Eight percent. Loam. 

Thb factious clamoor excited against the sedition and alien 
lawS) and against the eight per cetit. loanr-r^hich clamour was 
the principal means of ^hAnging the administration, and taking it 
from the hands of the federalists, to place it in those pf the demo* 
crats— ^naj be jasthr reckoned among the sins of the latter party* 
A candid review of the so-styled seditidn law^ at the present 
hour, when the public ferment to which it ^ie rise has wholly 
finbsided^ will satisfy any i:!ea8onable man^ uiat so far from being^ 
aa outrageous infKngement ofiiberty, ^ was asserted, it was a 
njeasure not merely defensible; but absolutely necessary and in- 
dispensable towards the support of governments To enable the 
reader to Judge for himself, without the trouble of referring to -a 
volume of the laws^ I annex the document itself. 

**Sec! 1. Be it crtacte<l by the Sena£e and House of Ilej)i«sentatives o(f 
the UiutcSd States of America, m Congress assembled, That if any persons 
^a& ymtawfitUy C9rnbine or ctntpire together, toith intern to oppp^ any mea 
9ure or metmarmof the government of the United States^ -which Are or shall 
h^ £rected by proper authority, or to ir^peide the operation qf any law of the 
Vnited Statee, or to intimidate or prevent' ^ny person holding a place or office 
in or under the ^vemment of the tTnited Statesr from undertaking, per- 
lofimii^, or executing hid trust, or diity; tod if any person or persons, with 
intent as iforeuid, stnll counsel^ advise or attempt to procure any insurrection 
tiot, nnkw^ assembly, or combination, whether such conspiracy, threatening, 
counse], id;rice, or attempt shallhave the proposed effect or not, he or they 
flhaO be deemed guilty of a hig^h misdemeanor, on conviction before any court 
of the United States ha^ng jurisdiction thereof, shall be punished by a fine 
»ot ezcee^ng ^ve thousand dollar^ an<n>y imprisonment during a term 
not leas th»n six months, nor exceeding five yfearSi and further, at the dis- 
cretion of the oonit, may be holden t6 find sureties tbr his or their good 
behsvioar insuch sum, ^d for such time, as the "said court may direct 

**Sec. ?. And be it further enacted, T*bat if any person shall wnte, print, utter 
or pobhsh, or shall cause or procure to be written, printed, uttered, or publish- 
ed, or shall knoWihgly and.ii^ngly asdist or aid in ^ting, printing, uttering 
or publiifaing cO^any false, tcandalous and maHdous tniting^ to wiitingt agamot 
the govemmeiU of the Utdted States, or eith^ hoiite of the Congress of the IT, 
StaUs, or the President of the United States, With intent to defiune the said 
ipoveniment, or either house of the Congress, or the said Preodent, or to 
bring them, or either of them, into contempt or disrepute; or to excite a* 
thenk, or dither of any of them^ the hatred of th» good people of the 



* It is but justice to avow that the writer of thU book was as ardent in 
iiia opposition to, and as much alarmed a^ the probable consecjuences oi* 
the anen and sedition laws, as i^y man in the community. As it recjuires 
I an extraot'dinaiy degree of corporeal sanity tor reast the effects of a violent 
epidemical disorder, so it require s great strengUi of ndnd to keep out of 
the vortex of factious contagion, when prev alent with those whose opinions are 
mienlly congenial with our own. Of this stren||;th of ro}nd the writer x\-aB 
%9titiite in common with alarge portion of Ws fellow citizens. 
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United States,, or to stir up sedition within the United Ststes; or to expiter 
any unla,\vful combinations th^reih, (br opposing or resisting any law of the V. 
States, or any act of the president of me United States, done in pursli* 
ance of any such law, or of the powers in him rested by the consdtutioa 
of the United States; or to resist, oppose, or defeat any such law or act; or 
CrTto eddy encottra^e^ or abet anyhtt9til6.de^igTa.ofany fird^ nation Offomtf tins 
U.'StcUest t/tdr people orgwemmenl, then buch person^ being thereof convicted 
beibre* any court of> the United States haying jurisdiction thereof, shaU b^ 
punished by a fine. not exceeding two thoUsimd doUars, and by imprison- 
ment not exceeding two years. 

" Sec. 3. Jnd be Ufttrther enacted dnd declareiL That if any person shall be 
prosecuted un^ler tbis act^ for writing or publishing any hbel as aforesaid, 
OC/* *< 9hatl be lawful for the defrndaui^ vpon the trial of the came, to give in evi- 
denceyinhi* dufence^ the truih of the matter contained in the, puiUcaUon charged 
09 a hbel And the iuxy who shall tty the cause, shall nave a right to de- 
tenuine the law and the £;Lct, undef me direction of the court, as in other 
cases. 

** Sec. 4. And be U further enacted; Thatthis act shap continue and be in- 
force until the third day of March, one thousand eig^t hundred and one, 
tmd no longer : Prot^ded, that the ezpinftlon of the act shall not prevent 
or ^defeat a prosecution and punishment of ahy offence against the law, 
during the tune it shall be in force.— /u/y, .l79a 

The fate of this law holda out an ail-important leMon on 
faction and party spirit. Laudable and necessary as it was^ 
and guarded, as lar as a law can be guarded, against abuse, the 
opposition to it Was as' violent, and it excited as much horror 
and indignation, as if it had wholly destroyed the liberty of 
the press, and <' teft not a trcLce behind,** And in this sense* 
less and disgraceful clamour, were enga^d' vast numbers of 
the best and most intelligent members oftheoomteunity. The 
Alien and Sedition Laws, were made the subject of an elegant, 
but violent and inflammatory report, a^eed to by the l^sla- 
lure of Virginia, as respectable and enlightened a deliberative 
body as any in ^e United- States, or perhaps in tiie world, 
But tliey were bitten, by the mad dog of faction in commom 
with so lat^ a portion of their fellow-citissens, afid were seized 
with the prevalent disorder. They r^arded the two obnoxious 
laws as inroads upon public liberty, which required to be repell- 
ed with the utmost firmness. 

It would be uncandid not to state, that tiie trials under this 
act, for libels against the president, and, as far as my recollection 
8Qn es nie against some of the other public functionarieSf were 
managed with very considerable rigour; and, from the abuse of- 
the law, tended to give an appearance of propriety and justice 
to the clamour against it The case of Thomas Gooper and 
Matthew Lyon, Esqrs^ whawere both treated with remarkable 
severity, excited a nigh degree of sympathy in the public mind^ 
1 have strong tloubttf^ wheSier, under all .the circumstances, a 
jurjT could be fpund in London toprdnounce a verdict rf " guilty"^ 
against either of them. Of the two oases, it may be instly said-^- 
sutamum jusy sumrna injuria. But the censure did not attach 
to the law. It lay at the door of the juries. 

V* 
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I hare little to offer respecting the alien law. It was undoubt* 
tdly liable to strong objecUoas. It inrcsted the presfidcnt withf 
pbirers liable to great abuse. But it certainly never warrant- 
ed the awful outcry Ihat yrsA raised agdnt it To enable the 
i:ead<^^ however, to form his own Of^inion— and, if mine be er- 
roneous, to reject it altogether,' t annei the most obnoxious 



clause of the act. 



«*Sec 1. Be it enacted by. the Senate ^and Hoiue of BeprefenttUivea 
•J the Ur^ted States of America in Cm^ets Amjnbled^ Tfeat it shall be law- 
<ttl for the President of the United States^ at any time during the continu- 
ance of this ?UJt,to order all such aliens as he shall judgfe dangerous to the 
peace and safety of the United States, or shall iave reasonable grounds to 
m^ect are concerned in any treasonable or secrei in|chinatioiis against the 
government thereof to depart out cf the territory of the United States, 
vithin such time as shall be expressed ii^8udi<^rder; which order shall be 
$enred on such alien by delivering him a coj^ thereof, ^r leaving the 
tame at Ins usual abode, and returned to t^e ofSce of the secretary of 
Kate, by the marshal or other person to T)dlom the same shall be directed. 
And in case any alien «6 <nrdered to depart shall be found at large 
within the United States after the time limited in such <»der for his'de- 
parture, suid not having obtained a Ucenae from the president to reside there- 
in, or having obt^ed such Uceme shall not have conformed thereto, every 
ssich aden shall; on conidction thereof, be imptisoned for a term not 
exceeding three years, and shall never aJte5 be admitted to become 
a cidzen of the United Suites. Provided alwaw, and be it fwther enacted. 
That if any alien so ordered to depart, shalU prove to the satisfaction of 
the invsident, by evidence to be taken before silch pei^on or persons as the 
president shall direct, who are fbr that purpose hereby authorized to ad- 
minister oathsi tliat no injury or danger to the United State?? will arise from 
fuffeong such alieh to reside therein, the president may grant a UceMe to 
such alien to remian within the United States, for suchtiuieas he shall 
judg^ proper, aijd at such place as he may designate. And the president 
may abp require oi such alien to enter into a bond to the United States, m 
such penal sum isis he may direct, widi one or more sufficient sui^ties to 
the satisfaction of the person authorized by the president to take the same^ 
conditioned for the good beha^our of such aHen during his residence in the 
United States, and not violating his license, which license the president may 
revoke, whenever he shall think proper.** J%dy 6, 1798. 

ThiB eight per cent loan remains. It was united with, and in- 
creased the clamour against, the alien and seditioh laws y and 
these obnoxious measiires, as 1 have- already observed, precipi- 
tated the federalists from power. Yet we have since found that 
their suxxessors, the deniocrats^ have themselves given about eight 
per cent, on their loans. This would afford a glorious triumph 
to federalism over her inveterate rivaU democracy, were it not 
that the annals of the fopner i^anfurnisn many instances of sim- 
ilar f rail ty, and inconsistency^ and departure from professions. 
And it is a melancholy truth, that the. nistories of all the parties 
lad factions, that have, since goverdment W8% first instituted, 
cnrsed and acoaived mankind by their senseless, envenomed, and 
implacable hostilities, are replete with instances of errors equal- 
ly ilisgracefal and dishonourable. A history of the madness, the 
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foUj, and tiiedeprarityef party faction, u a grand desid^ar 
turn. 

JAY'S TBEATY. 

The Tioleot opposition of this instrumentt wliich penPided the 
union, ancl greaUy distiirbed the administration of Gen. Wash- 
ington, was a hi^ly factious procedure on the part of the de- 
mocrats, who were led away oy olgeetions, plausible, but not 
liubstantial-^ardlr any of -which lia^e been realised.' This af- 
fair evinces Hie danger of yielding to the sudden impulses of 
national feeling, which bear down every thing before them^ and 
which wholly overpower the reason and understanding of even 
the wise and the g^Mxi, who on such occasions, are only cm a 
level with the most uninformed and uncultivated part of the 
community. Nearly aH the predictions respecting this treaty 
tiavebeen* the sooth-sayings of fitlse prophets; of men, some le4 
astray by their pfejudices-^thers by perturbed imaginations* 
Such of them • as have been realised, have been more than 
counterbalanced l>y the solid advantages resulting from the ad- 
justment of the differences, between the two nations. 



CHAPTER IIL 

Monroe and Pinkney^s Treaty with England. Separatum of tht 
States. Treasonable PtmicqtumM. EmJkargo. JVlm-iftier* 
course., 

JL^F the errors of Mr. Jefferson's administration, it is unneces- 
sary to mention more than tiir0e, denoting t.wo very opposite ex- 
tremes of character-*— the one highly bold and danng-^-the other 
fiisplajing an equal degree of feebleness. 

MONROE AND PINKNEY'S TREATY WITH ENGLAND. 

Two ministers appointefj[ by Mr. Jefferson, had negociated a 
treaty with England, the iJest they couW procure. It had 
been transmitted to him in due foi^m. Without consulting the 
co-ordinate branch of the treaty«iAakii^ poWer, he, on his oWn 
responsibility rejected it,, and transmitted to thcjse ministers 
instructions to begin the negociation anew. This was a migh- 
ty and a fatal error.* It may be doubted whether it were not 
a violation, at least of the spirit of the Constitution. It was at 

• It has been tttonpted to justify this procedure, by the circumstance, thtt 
the negocidtort had Tiolated one ejq^licit it^m of Mr. Jeifetson's instruction» 
\o conclude notreat>' without a specific artiele guaidinir anunit isoprefl^ 
ments. This is no justification. It is barely a palliation. 
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all evMits a case tf&at probably did not enter into the conceptions 
of the framers of that instrument. If it had, it is liLelj the/ 
iroold have provided agsdiist its occurrence. 

A calm reflection on this subject can hardly &il to convince 
thd reader that prohsUjr to this so|irce may be Siiirly traced nearij 
iiH oar present difficulties. Had this treaty been, as it oua^t, 
laid before the senate, they would in all likelihood have ratined 
fte chief parts of it, ai^d, as had betenthe case with Jay's treaty, 
have referred the obnoxious dauses to a new discussion. Out 
disputes. with Eoj^land'^ would .have been thus comprombed*-* 
ana our party divisions eould never have been excited to suck 
a heiglitas taend^ger the peace and security of thei^ntry^ 

It has been inferred ^m the rejection of this treaty, that it 
^urosa from Mr. Je&rsott's desire of a cause of war with England* 
This is radically wiron^. At no* period since the commencement 
of the French revolution has ther^, been a deficiency of a. real 
cause of war with England, in the impressment of our seamen, 
and the violent proceedings against our commerce* But a preg- 
Bant proof of the fallacy of this charge arises out of the attaoL 
of the Leopard on the Chesapeake. 1 his circumstance settles 
the question forever. Had Mr. Jefferson be^n desirous of wa!kr 
with England, nothing more was neoessary than to have con* 
vened congress immediately after that .event, dufmg the ex- 
traordinaiy ebullition of the public mind which it created. 
All parties were tiien clapfiorous fn*, and would have heartily 
united in^a war/ And war would certainly have been declar- 
ed by congress almost' unanimously, l^ut with a. desire of 
peace, deserving of the highest [>raise and gratitude of his 
country, which he has never received) he deferred the con* 
venipg of congress about four mqntiis, within which period the. 
public ferment had subsided. This inrportant* fact has been 
wholly overlooked in the factious discussions, that hay e taken 
place respecting^ his .administration ; so true it is, thatin times 
of turbulence, reason raises her voice in vain. It- is drown^ 

ed in the obstreperous bn^lingsW noisy factionists. - 

> I - • 1 ... * , 

The justice which l^ads to this vindication, compels m^ 
unqnalinedly to censi^re the very- extraordinary and unprece- 
dented measure of rejecting i^e treaty on his own respon* 
sibili^. . ;» . 

Besides the want of an ex(>Ucit clause on the subject of 
impressment, the friends of Mr. JefTersbn assign another plea 
to justify him for the reje(;tipn of this treaty. After, it was 
agreed to by both parties,- there was a rider annexed tQ It 
\n the British commissioneiv, whiclr was calculated ta ^ve 
t&e treaty-sanction to the cdebrhted (orders in IsouitcilyWhichy 
even then, it would appear, w^re in contemplation.'^' 

To ei^le the reader to decide correctiy, I ani^ex the ridessR 
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NOTE 

•Of the British Commissioners^ accompanying Jtonroe aiid 
Pinkney^s^ Treaty. 

LoTOOif, Dec. 31j 18C6. 

« The undersigned, Henrjr I^chard Vassal, lord Holland, and WilKam 
lord Auckhmd, plenilK)tkntiarie9 ctfhis Britanmc maje^^have the 'honour 
to inform James Monroe and WiUiam Pinknej, commissionhrs eoctraor- 
dinary sind plerapotentMSries of the United "States ^ America, that they are 
now ready to proceed to the signature of the treaty of amity, commerce 
aiid navigation, ;on'the articles of which they have mutually agreed. 

' ** But at the sam^ timd tJiey have it iii comm^d from his majesty, 
to call the attention o£ the oommisMoners of the United States, to some 
extraordinary proceedij\gB which hare lately taken place on die coittinent 
of Europe, and '.to commumcate to them officisdly the sentiments of his 
majcsty*s goffernment-thereapdn. ' 

. "The proceeding ^uded to ^te oeirtain declaratians and t)rdcr8tif the 
TVencn covemmettt'issi^ed'at'Beriin, on the 21st ofXovcmber last 

•* In w>se olrder^,' the FreQph ^remment seelcs to justify or paUitte 
its own unjust pretensions, by imputing to Grea^ Britain principles, 
which dhe never professed, ana practices which nevep* e^psted. His roft^ 
jesty W accused of a. systematic and general disreg^ard of tJie law of na- 
tions, recognizee^ ^y cWiHzcd spites, and more particularly of an unwar- 
rantable extension of the riglit bf blockade. Whereas hU majeaty may coil' 
Jidendy appeal to the -morld on his uniform reaped to vattr^U rights, and hit 
general cmd scntpttlous adherence tii the law of natioM^ wit)K)Ut condescending 
lo contrast his condueb in these particulars with that of his enemy: and 
with regard to the only specified , charge, it U iwtorioua that he has neve^ 
deetared . any porta to be in a state, of blockade, vnthout allotting' t» that ob* 
ject a force sufficient to make the entrance into thfitn maniftfstly doJtgerous. 

« By such alle^tions, unfounded as tjiey are, the enemy attempts to 
justify lu3 pretensions of confiscating as a lawful prize, all produce of Eng- 
lish industry or manu&cturey though* it be the property of neutrals; Qf«S> 
eluding^ from tiis' harbours every neutral vessel) wnich has touched at any 
port of Ws majesty's dominions, though employed in itn. innocent com- 
merce ; atid of d^laring Great Britain to be m a state of blockade, tliougii 
his own naval ports and arsenals are actually blockaded ! and he is unable 
to station any naval force whatever, before tmyport o/t the united kingdom. 

" Such principles' are in theniselves extravagant and repugnant to the 
Jaw of nations; and the pretensions founded on them, though professed- 
ly directed solely against Great Britain^ tend to alter the practice of war 
umong civilized nations, and utterly to sttbvert tfte rights aiul independence 
f*/ nentral portoers. The imdersigned pannot, therefore, . believe that the 
enemy will ever seripuslj' attemjit to enforce such a system. If he 
«hould they are oonfidcht that the good sense of the American govem- 
rocBt wiU perceive (he fatal consequences of such pretensions trf neutral 
rorainercej and thiat, its spirits and regard to national honour will pre- 
sent its acquiescence in such palpable violations of its rights, and injurl- 
Ciis encioacluilents on its interests. 

'* If, however, the enemy shoujd cany these threats into execntion; 
arwl if ncutrjJ aations, contrxuy to all expectations, sliould acquiesce in 
iinrli trjiurpatjons; his majesty might probably be compelled, however re- 
liictaiiiiy, to retaliate in his just defence, and to adopt, in regard to the 
<ronui:erce of neutral nations with his enemies, the same measures, which 
tliosc nations shall hkve permitt^ to be enforced against their com- 
B>epce witli his subjects. The oommissioners of the United States wfll 
tjicref^re tieel, that at a moment when Us majeaty and all neutral naiiofig 
•re tlireaiened "unth auoh an extension of the beUigepent pretensions of hia ene- 
«itfVk he cannot enter ihto the stipulations of the present treaty, with an 
eyplanafion from the United States of theur intentions, or a reservation 
osk tUe part of his majesty in the case above mentioned if it ^ould ever occur. 

• 
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<■ The undersigned,^ considering that the distance of ihc American go^. 
enunent, renders any inimediatc explanation on this subject' ,impossible, and 
ioiaiated by a desire of forvanding the beneficial work in which ,they are 
engaged, are authorized b^ bis majesty to conclude, the treaty without de- 
by. They proceed to the signature ^nderthe fiill persuasion. that< be: 
foie thle treaty shall he retumtd from America with the ratihcation qf 
the United States, the enemy wiU either h^ve fo^^mally abandoned or tac. 
idy refinquished his unjust pretensions; or that the government of the 
United States, by its conduct or assurances, will have ^iven securej^ to 
bis majesEty that it wOl not submit to inicb innovations m the established. 
fjfittak of maritiBie hwc and the Qndersigned have presented' this note 
ham an anxious wish that it should be clearly understood oa ^both udes, 
duit without such abandonment on- the part of the enemy, or such con-' 
duct on the part of the United States^ HIS MAJESTY WILL NOT CON- 
8IDER HBiSEl^F BOUND, BY THE PRESENT SIGNATUEE OF HIS 
OOMMISSIONERS, TO TtATUT THIS TREATY, OR PREC^UI^D 
YBXM ADOPTING SUCH MEASURES AS MAY SEEM NECESSARY 
FOR COUXTERACTCNG TUB DESIGNS OF HIS FNEMV. 

^ The unde^^gned cannot conclude, « without expressing' their satisfac- 
tiiu on the prospect of accomplishing^ an object so important to the 
interests and frietully conne^on of both nations, and their just sense of 
the conciliaUNy di^ositipn, manifested by the commissioners of the Unit« 
od States^ during the whole course of the negociation.'* ^ 

fS^nedJ ' VASSAL HOLLAND: 

AUKLAND. 

To JlMIS MOKBOX, &C. &C. kc. ' * 

Wiiuix PurKssT, 8tc. &c. &C. * 

Howeyer exceptionable the terms ef thid note ttiay be, I can- 
11^ persuade myself t)iat it justifies the rejection of thj treatj 
without consulting the senate. Men of powerful mind's defend 
<he procedure. Their arguments have never convinced me. 
To die reader's judgement I submit the subject 

SEPARATION OF THE' STATES. 

The next error of Mr. Jefferson^s administration, involves s 
fer^ ereat neglect of duty. During nearly the whole of that 
penod, the insuitectional and treasonable doctrine of a separa- 
aiion of the states, was publicly advocated in some ot the 
gazettes to theeastjward, and, wonderful and shameful to tell^ 
preached from th^ pulpit. These publications and Sfsrmdns, 
banns a direct tendency to the destruction of -social order^ 
and 9)e introduction of civil war, demanded the severe ani- 
madyei^on of the i^w officers of the government. , It was 
the incumbent duty of the President to have had the laws put 
in force, to repress the' offences, and to punish the offenders. 
And if there were no law to reach the offence, he Oudit ix^ 
bive submitted the case to congress, for the purpose ^ sup- 
plying the defect. A re-enactment and enforcement of the 
liedition law were imperiously required. And the sood 
vense of the nation would have supported a measure which 
the public welfare rendered so necessary. It may bo fairly 
averred that there is no country in the world but the United 
States, in which an open attempt to subvert the government^ 
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ind tear doym the pillars of society, would hare eatapeSl 
eendign pui^ishmeiit Everj'society ought to possess withia it- 
self, fuid.to eiercise whenever occasion calls for it, the fnn- 
dameiital principle of selfpreserration. 

It is inrpossibie to censure too h^l;^ tfie error here adrer- 
ted to. The jeiqtardy i^ whidi the mition was lately placed; 
when oar neai«st and dearest interests were 'in tiie most immi- 
nent danger, may be fairly ascribed to diis most fatal and per- 
nicious mis^nduct. In er^ry. science therft are some greats 
leading truths which cannot be controverted. And 'in politi- 
eal economy there is no masm* mor^ induUtaible than this, tfant 
^q»fr€a5(m never wdsj and never will be-^^and in truth hard* 
fy can he propitiated iy forbearance. Since the world was for- 
.med neyer did a conspiracy meet wiA.the same d^ree of im- 
punity. '^ Our Palinurus slept at &e helm." Hie mutineecs 
had full Sfippe for their^ activitjr. They made their arrange- 
ments at leisure, as undisturbedly, as 4f they were engaged in! 
promoting the salvation of the state.' • To whateyer cause this 
neglect may be ascribed, whether to torpor, inactivify, or rc» 
Hince on the ^good sense of the 'nation, it casta an inc^elihle 
stain on the administration of Mr. Jefferson. 

The last of the errors of that adn^ni^tration whkh t ahdll 
M^tice, arises from its neglecjtof enforcejng 



THE EMBABGO,. 



iVhich was a inost efficient weapon for ;procurii^ redress fr<Mn 
England. Ittf effects upon her colonies by. privations of the ne- 
^ssaries of lifiB^— and upon hear trade and naval power, by witii- 
holdii^ supplies of raw materials and naval stmres, were yerr 
conuderable. And had it been dulv enforced^ as die duty of 
the chi^f magistrate re<}uired, it could hardly hat% failed t^im- 
pi the British to relimjuish. those i^retensions, which so hi^- 
ly and pcirnicif^isly infringed our rights. But it was openly 
a,nd fiantiou^y violated: and of course its intaid^' operation 
on England utterly counteracted. It became a mere brutvm 
fuhnen^ Its effects on thb* country were tiishly pernicious. While 
it curtailed the trade and profits of the fair trader, it en)abled 
smugglers, and those w&o set the laws of their country at defi^ 
ance— whose god wa^ gaki, & make rapid and unhallowed for- 
innesi In a word, it sacrificed the interests of some the best^ 
to those of the very worst members of^the community. In pi^o- 
portibn aS a citizen held tiie Imvs dacred in propcraon as he 
nonestly yielded them obedience-^ in the same proportion did he 
sacrifice his.interestSt And by this political arithmetic, in pro-' 
portion -as he . disregarded the law — m proportion as.hesacri- 
f ee4 the pubUo interest to his thirst of gun— in the sam^ 
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fnupmaxm did lie aggnsdke Uamlf. Tin export trtde, which 
mis fhwdideDtljc carried on to a coMiderable extent^ was 
wholly ia the ha&ds of persons of the ktter description. 
Their vessels, ladott witii abundant svpflies for the Kitish 
cdonses . were Terr conTenientlj driven to sea bv westerly 
wnds, and forced kite the West Indies. 

It has been said) in vindication of Mr. Mferson that he had 
not sufficient power to enforce the execution of the law. This 
is ntteri J incorrect. His powers were amplv adequate for tliis 
purpose. Bat even if thn def<»ice were valu), it e»merates him 
not frnn the high degree of censure attached to this derelktion 
of duty* He ought in that case, to have stated Ae defect to 
congress, who had the power of applying, and nndoubtedly at 
his requisition would hiure applied a remedy* 

Bendes the non-enforcem^t of the embaigo act, there was 
a radical errdi* committed by the government in continuing it 
80 long. Its inadequacy to effect the purpose its friends had 
contemplated, was fully established. And, failing tha^ its effect 
was to punish ourselves for the lawless proceeaings of others. 
It ong^ to have been considered principally as a preparation 
wt war. 

The measure substituted for th^ embargo, that is^ the non- 
iotercoarse with both belligerent, has b^n generally regard- 
ed by the democrats as a feeble one: and tto tentii congress, 
vUch made the chan^ has beeii on that ground stigmatized 
br tiiem almost umversally, as imbecile and contemptible, 
tnis is m most egregious error. It is inconceivable now it 
could have found such general credence, ^e nonnntercourse 
hw was as bdd, as manly and as energetic nmeasure as the 
annals ^ Christendom caii produce for a o«itnry. An infant 
nation, with fiv^ or sit frigates, and a number of gun boats, 
MUb tiie entrance into her ports, mider penalty ^ confisca- 
tion, to the vessels of the two most powerful nations in the 
woild;tbe one absolute by land— 4he omer by sea, and own- 
ing a Aoosand vessels of war! and this is, fivrsooth, a mea- 
sare dicbsted bg^ imbecility! The human mind can hudlycoU'' 
eeive a greater instance ef folly. 



CHAPTER IV. 

BANK OF THE UNITBD STATES. MISERABLE PO- 
UCT NOT TO RENEW THE CHARTER. 



Ajsok 



sne^ the great sins of the democratic partr, must be 
tttabertd the iion-renewal of the dmrter of the Bank of the 

8 
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United States. "Jlliis circamBtance injimottslj til^Gted ^ 
credit and character of this coantir amad— -produced a great 
decree of stagnation, distreasy ana diffieoltj at home— «n4 
was among the causes of the late embarasanents and difficul- 
ties of the pecuniarj concerns of the countrj. Had this 
bank been in existence* its capital might readilj at any time 
have been increased by congress, ten, twenty, thirty or forty 
miflion's, so as to aid the goTemment most effectnally, atnd 
support the natioAi^- credit. 

To the renewal of the charter there were, yarions objections 
offered, on the ground of iaexpediencyt bat th^e had not 
much influettce^— nor were thej entertained by .many of the 
members. . The grand difficnlty arose from the idea so steadily 
maintained by most of the o^moenKdc party, that the con- 
stitution imparted no power to grant cnarters of incorpora- 
tion. Mdnj of th^ membefs whoon this ground voted.in the 
. negative, most unequivocally admitted the e^Kpediencif of the 
renewel of the eharter. 

This constitutional obiectron was obviated, it would appear, 
unanswerable. AH the departments .Qf 4^^ .g^vequnent, le-» 
gjislative, executive, and juaiciary, had recognized the .inatitu- 
tion, at various times during the twenty years of its exist- 
ence. 

|C7*2?^ eeurts of differed stores, and of the United 8taU$j 
had sustained variota suits brought by the bank in its corporate 
capacit}f — ^by which, so far as depended upon the judiciajT, 
it had had the seal of constitutionality stamped on it This 
Was a, very serious, important, and decisive circumstance. 

In addition to this, a democratic legislature of the United 
States had given it a most solemn sanction. In March, 1804, 
an act had passed to authorize the institution to establish 
branches in ttie .territories of the United States, which power 
was not embraced }>j the original chartert pCT'T^ts ati was 
passed witJiout a divtsionj wlun nearly aU the members were 
present No constitutional objection could have been then 
su^ested; for such members as believed the measure unconsti-. 
tutional, would indubitably have called for the yeas and nays, 
in order to record their dissent. • 

The act was si^ed by'Kathaniel Macon, speaker of the 
house of representatives; Jesse Franklin, president of tlM^ sen- 
ate; and Thomas JeflferSon, president of the United States. 

These cases, with others which might be cited, produced. 
this dilemrma. They either, as I liave stated, afforded a com« 
plete recognition of the constitutionality of the charter, or a 
gross, palpable violation of the constitution, by the three se« 
veral |^and departments of the government/ 
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I presume it cannot be dotibted, that if a charter of iat^orpora- 
tiiii be unconstitutional^ every extension of the powers of the 
corporate body must be equally unconstitutional — perhaps 1 • 
B^t go so far as to assert that every act recognizing the char- 
ter is in the same predicamei^l;. Qut it is not necessary for my 
pi^poset^proce^ thus far* 

It therefore irresistibly follows that^very mepAber of congress 
who voted for the act of March. 1804, and aft^n wards voted 
apinst a renewal of the charter, merely on the grounds of un- 
censtituttonaUty, was guilty of a manifest, if not a criminal in- 
consistency.* 

A circumstance connected with this transaction, rendered 
fte impropriety of the rejection of the application of the bank 
for a renewal of its charter, still more striking and palpable. 
T«e goremme^t till the year 1802 held fidOO shares of the 
stock, which they ' sold to 8ir Francis Baring at 45 per cent* 
ailvance, whereby they mad^ a clear profit of £396,600 beyond 
the par value. Those who purchased of Mr. Barinjg, and held 
the stock till the dissolution oC the bank, lost all tm« sum, ex- 
clusive of a consideirahie difference l>etweeh ^e dividends and 
l^al interest on the purchase money. They could never have 
entertained any doi^bit of tli^ cQntmuai^ce of tfae charter. They 
must have conceived it to be as ' permanent as that of the bank 
of England. Had they supposed otherwise, they would not 
have bought at so ^reat an advance. And it woula not be easy 
to satisfy the candid and impartial, that our government could 
with prfmrietjT of justice, make such profit out of their igno- 
rance ana tt^eir confidence in its int^rity ancl fairness. 



CHAPTER V. 

ARMISTICE PROPOSEB BY ADMIRAL WARREN. 

JL HE next of the errors of Mr. Madison's administration, 
that I notice, is the refusal of the armistice offered by admiral War- 
ren, on the 1^ of September, 1812, nearly three months after the 
declaration of war. 

Never, pi*obably, was war more just. Never bad a country 
more pauently borne the most hun^iUating accumulation of out- 
rage and injury thai^the United States had done. H^r charac- 
ter had in consequence fallen in the estimation of inankind. She 
was universally presumed to be so lost in the sordid pursuit 

• Porfiirther details on this subject the reader is referred to «*Seven let- 
ten to Ur. SeybeK on tbe rcnewul of the charter of the Bank of the UnitcC.. 
3tat«.", ByMC. 
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of gain, as to be callous to outrage^ to insult, and to contamelj* 
She had appeared to hare forfeited all regard to national honour 
^jid dignitjT. Her niendicant ambassadors had beeQ« for years^ 
tjCL Tain suing forjustiqe and forbearance at tha portids of St*. 
fames' pidace. Thcf i^usillanimitY of the goTomment had be- 
come a subject of reproach to me federalists— -of shame to tiio 
democrats. And it was a l^a word au^ns; the omiosera of 
the administration, that it << could not be Kicked mto war.'* 
This genliieel expression was used in congress by Mr. Josiah 
Quincj, and was quite common .out of dcSrs.— »It is imjioeflible 
to for^ttii0 torrents of reproaches 'heaped upon the cabinet at 
Washington, on this ^und. The pusulaiiimity. and cowardice 
of the ^end administration fiimistied an inexhaustible fund of 
rhetoqcM embelUskment to flowery speeches innumerable. 

The declaration of war was tiierefore really as just as any 
sinular document from the days of Nimrod. The expediency 
of it was, howev^, not equally dear. The risk was immense. 
It. was putting to hazard the vital interests of eight millions 
of people, on the very uncertain chances of war. Tet I do 
not pretend to decide the question of expediency in the negative; 
for let it be observed, that evenr argument against tiiis war, 
would apply with nearly equal force against resistance to any 
d^ree of insult, outraj^, and injury ' from England; as tfaie 
chief ailments against its expediency, are predicated upon th^ 
immense naval force of that nation, and her consequent means 
of inflicting incalculaUe injury upon the United States: and 
whatever cogency there may be in these arguments, would equal- 
ly exist let tiie injuria sustained be what they might 

But whatever mig^t b^ the justice, necessity, or policy of the 
wair, it was a great error^ when the OHrders in council were re* 
pealed, and an armistice offered by the l^rit^bh government, not 
to accept it Negociations for tiie removal of me rest of our 
erievances might nave taken place ; and would undoubtedly 
nave been c<MMUcted under more favourable auspices, than those 
that preceded them; for Ei^and having discovered that sheh 
had calculated too far on our passiveness, would have been far 
more disposed to do us jusiice. 

Unfortunateljr tiie proposition was rejected — a rejection preg- 
nant with most injurious conirequences to us and dur posterit* 



* Candour and justice to Mr. Madison require that I should state that 
he offered iq agree to an arroistice with Sir John Borlase Wairen, <m con<fi- 
tion that the practice of impressment should be suspended during tlie nego- 
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Vhen the preceding articlfs was wrttteiii I h|id not tnflkU 
eady examined '^the celebrated re|^, as it is sbrled, of the 
orders in council^ which is veij different Indeed, from what X 

Qrtkm. From the letter of the Secretiay of ttate to Sir John oft tM» sid^ 
ject, lanaexan eztract*- 

<*lhedMmaf AeMtttii goTemneRt m totAeftom the nntiliint ▼eveb 
cf odier countries. Britkh subjects. In the prsctice tbe conmiAnderB of Bii- 
tab d^ of war often ttke from the mercbint vesseb of the United 
StitcSy American Citizens. (^Jfihe United Suaet pfofdbU the emphyment 
^Brittk nUffectB m thetreendce^ andenforce the proMUtien by ndtabU reguU^ 
tJaw amd penMett the motive te thepractiee U taken away, cO^t is in this 
lude that the President k W]]lin|: to accomodate this important controrengr 
vilh the British goTemm^nt ana it cannot be conceir^ on what ground me 
Tang e m ent can bereiuMd. ' ' 

*A sQspenrion of the' practice of impresnnent» pendinffthe annistice^ 
seems to be a neoesniy conse<iuence. It cannot be presumed, while the mt. 
ties are engaged in a negotiation to adfost amicablv this important dmer- 
oie^ that the Umted States would adbnit the npA^ oracquiesee in the 
pnctice, of the opporite party; or that Great Britain would be unwilling to 
icstnin her cnuaeis from a practice whidb y/wM hare the strongest ten- 
da^ to defeat the n^giodation. It is presun^le, that both parties would 
eater into ' the negoaation witha sincere desire to eire it ettect For this 
nrpose it is necessary that a dear and distinct understanding be first ob- 
iuied between them, of the accommodation which* each is prepared to make. 
([fif Ihe BtitUh gov er nm e nt ie wiOing toetupend the tracUce ef imprenmeia 
frm American veeeeb on contukratien that the United Statee wiuexebude Bri» 
tnh eeamen/rom their eervice^ lAe regtdatkm by whch the c omp rem i ee should b^ 
dtried mto efee^, vould b^ eolely the obfect o/yiegodation. The armistioe 
woidd be of Jkqjft duration. If the partSis agreed, peace would be the re* 
ailt: If the negodsEtion fidled, eacn would berestored to its former state, 
ad to all its pretensions by recurring to war. 

*nie President desires that the war which eilitB between the two couiw 
tries flhonld be. terminated on such conditions as may secure a solid and da« 
nUe pcMe. To accompfiah this great object, it is necessary that tba 
great subject of impressmeht, be satis&torily arranged. (fjrBe ie wOBng thftt 
Greer Brkam ehndd be eecured agamM the evil$ ofvhichehe complaim. He 
iedo^ on the other hand, that the dtizens of the Ui^ted States should be 
ivQtected against a practice, which^— wAi2f it degrade^ the nation, dtpnvee 
1km of their rights at freemen, takee them byfircefrom their familiee mud coum- 
*r titfs a Joreign service, to JSght the battlee ofi afireign power, perhaps 
tigmnoi their own kindred and csimiry."* These proposals were perfectly fair 
m honourable— and it is to be bmented that Sur J. B. Warren's powesQ 
wexe not extensi^re enough to allow him'to accept them:' but as they were 
Bot thus extensive, it is equally to be lamented that the suspension of im- 
pteamentwas insisted on. 

As this is a most important feature in our public proceedings, it b proper 
ts itate ftirther, that so sincerely desirous was m, Madison to dose the 
breach, that on the 36th of June 1813, only eight days after the declaration 
«f war he authorised' Mr. Russelto make the same proposition to the go* 
vtnunent of Great Britain. The communication was made to lord (Sia» 
teeagh by Mr. Bussel, in the following words: 

London August, 24lA. 1813. 
. **As an inducement to Great Britain, to discontinue the practice of 
^•ttsment from American vessels, lam authorised to give aiNUnnc^ 

'Message of the- President to Omgress, Nov. 4^181^ 
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had coiiceiYed it It is lii^le to strong objections^ whicl^ I 
believe have never been fully stated, and of which the pub- 
lic are not ppobablj aware, Ife enable the reader to com- 
prehend my meaning, and to form bis own oppimon correctly 
on a point of soch great magnitude, independent of any im- 
pression to be made by statement, I annex the paragra;^ 
of the ikistmment to wjiich I allude, and which I am confident 
never was generally understood or attended to* 

<<Ilis royal highDe^s is hereby pleased to d^lare, in the name and on the 
liehalf of his majeaty, that nothing in this present order contained shall be 
understood to preclude his royal higlinessthe Prince regent IF CIB- 
CUMSTANCBS SHAlX SO REatHRE." [mark these words, reader^ ^f 
circumstances shall so require**} *\from restortrtff, after reasonable rwHcCt ^ 
order of the 7th of January^ 1807, and 26th of^pril, 1809. or any part 
thereof, to their fuU eject; OR, from taking* such other measures of retal- 
iation against the enemy> 9» may appear to his royal highness to be just and 
necessary." 

This is a most eirtraordinary clause. The prince regent 
has received an authenticated document, containing the repeal 
of the Berlin and Milan decrees, on which ^be deems himself 
bound to repeal the orders in council. But m the instrument 
which he issues on the subject, he expressly reserves the 
right of restoring those orders,^' if circumstances sfmlt so re- 
ijmre,^ On tiiese **circttmrfances" he, of course, is to decide, 
These ^oircumstances'^ are wholly independent of '^etaliaiion^*^ 
as provision is made in the subsequent part of the paragraph ex- 
pressly for " retaliation^^ in a dislinct clause. It therefore 
appears that the orders in counpil were, in strict technical 
language, never repealed. They were merely suspended till 
*^ etrcumstances should require" their revival. 

N^ candid reader will deny that the above is fair reason- 
ing. This tlierefore, cannot be regarded as a «* repeal^^^ in 
the sense in which this nation had a ri^ht to expect the 
ordei-s in council to be " repealed*^, according to the British 
pledge, to proceed pari patisu with the repeal of the French 
decrees. The orders in council might liave been ** restored^* 
in one month, after the date of this instrument, according U 
its tenor, " ^ circumstanced slwi^d fyave so required^** without 
our government having any just reason ^o complain of breach 
•f faith on the part of that of Great Britain. There never 
was a public document more cautiously worded. And had it 

that a law shall be passed (to be reciprocal,) to prohibit the employment of 
British seamen, in the public or commercial service of ifce United States. 
•*lt is sincerely believed, -that such an arrang^ement widlild* prove more 
efficacious in securing to Great Britain her seamen, that the practice of im- 
pressment, so derogatory to the sovereign attributes of the United States. 
»nd so incompatible with the personal rights of her citizens.'* 
Tim propoation was rejected. 
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Ibrrlred here previous to the declaration of war^ this coontiy 
vooM have been perfectly warranted in refusing to regard it as 
t repeal. To meet and ful il the idea held out in the previous 
pledges of the British government, the repeal ought to have been 
uiconditionaly • except the reservation •f a right to renew the or- 
ders in council in the one specific case of the revival of the 
Flrench decrees* 

It is a remarkable fact respecting this repeal, that in the de* 
Wes upon it in the British parliament, the mighty wron^Si in- 
feted by the orders in council upon tiiis country formed hard* 
ly any part of the reason whereon the adoption of the measure 
was urged. Even Mr. Brougham, the powerful opponent of the 
<a^en, and the mover of the address for their <^ repealy'*^ found* 
ed his arguments, in his published speech, wholly on the inju- 
ri<ms effects experienced in England by tiie loss of our trade. 
It is tme, he once glances at the injustice of the orders, but it 
is very slightly and merely incidentally. He does not boldly 
ind magnanimously expose them to reprobation on the g^round 
•f tiie vi^lafion m our rights, as Blr. Banng had done in his 
celebrated pamphlet 

But ic?* 03 the president admitted the instrument to be a re*- 
fealf it was, I repeat, to be deeply reeretted, that he did not 
accept the armistice, and .trust to subsec^uent ne^ociation for 
redress on the subject of impressm^t. His admission of it in 
that point of liriit, precluded him from emplo3ring the i olid ob- 
jection to which it was liable. 



CHAPTER VI. 

'lippohUment of Mn OaUatin as Minister to treat with Great 
Britain, J^egociatUm at Oottenburg. Recent neglect of due 
Preparations. 

JL HE appointment of Mr. Gallatin as minister to treat 
with the, court of St James, was a very considerable error. This 
gentleman has had the reputation, probably with justice, of being 
ene of tiie ablest financiers in this countiy. For twelve years^ 
ht bad presided over the financial c<^ncems of the nation, during 
which period moderate talents were adequate to the duties <n 
that station. But a crisis had arrived wheQ die abilities of a 
Colbert^ or a Sully, or a Ximenes, might be necessary ; and 
iMtt injudiciously and indefensibly he was then despatched to 
another hemisphere; and the duties of his devolved ad interim 
m another officer^ whose proper oflkial duti^ require all his time 
And all his talents. 
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Thii niMsiire was H^lj prq>08teroiii. It was incorrect in 
tiie president to confer, it was equally incorrect in tte secre- 
tarj to receivey tiie appointment It wai the less def^ftiUe, 
from the circumstance, that nearly all the democrats in the 
United States had, in ITtM, utterlr msapprored of, and declaun- 
ed against, tlie appointment, by General Washington, of Judge 
Jay, to n^ciate a treaty^ with Great Britain, pending his c^« 
tinnance as a judge. It is moreover dimous, that ttie absence 
of one judge cannot produce any material inconvenienctt u 
there are a[lways others to iupply his place* But there are hick 
and responsible duties attached to the office of secretary of fie 
treasury, wtnch ean never, without Terr great impropriety, be 

'1 but ' 



devolved on a deputy. I nassover ail but the transcendant one 
of remitting fines and forfeitures, too high a power probiMyte 
to be trustdl to any individual whatever, not exceptii^even a se- 
cretary himself.* 



NEGOCIATION AT GOTltNBURG. 



At a period .when it was of immense itnpmrtance to the Unit- 
ed States to close the wares speediK as possHrfe, the president 
had the alteiHative of London or Gottenburg as the scene of 
negociation. We had been unfortunate by md, through tret* 
son, incapacity, or some other cause. It was .our jnteren to ac- 
.celerate— 4t was that of the British to procrastinate the nego- 
ciations. The chances from delay were much in tiieir fiivoor. 
War is, moreover, a component part of their system. Ours is 
calculated for peace. Tmso observations acquired trdble force 
from a reflection on the disaffection of .the Eastern portion of 
the union, and its aversion to the war. Of course, w^ ou^tts 
have shunned every thing that might caus^ delay. It was tliere* 
fore most extraordinarv and unaccountable that tiie president 
should have chosen Gottenburg in preferrence to London, under 
all the obvious delays resulting frpm tiie necessity that would 
probably arise, or be pretended, to consult tbe court of SL 
James's, by the ministers of that court It appeaiu almost as 
absurd |ls it would be to choose the Hovanna, or Port Boyaiy 
were the n^^iations to be conducted on this side of Ae At^ 
lantic. This'^as tiie more erroneous, from the consideratioii 
tiiat the &te of lam portions of our territory, and the livss rf 
hundreds of valuable dtiaens, mq;ht depend upon tte dday el 
a single day. ' 

* See the tunuiwus etM^s on this sid>$eei by W.B. GOee* eeq. W^ 
are tepleie widiihe most ooimnciDgwduasaswciiMeargumcttif. 
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Shortly after the aanunciation of the choice 
there was a paragraph published here, extracted 
don news-piCper, stating that twenty mails were then actually 
due from that place at London, owing to tiie continued pre- 
valence of adverse winds. This was an unanswerable proo^ 
if any were necessary, of the impropriety i>i the choice m 
Ciottenburg. 



I«CENT NEGLECT OF DUE PREPARATIONS. 

ITi^der diis head, the president aiid the 4ieads of depart- 
ments were still more culpable than under any of the former 
ones. 

, From the period of the downfall of Bonaparte, and the 
• complete triumph of Gres^t Britain and her allies, it was 
obvious to the meanest capacity that her powers of annoyance 
had increased prodigiously. The immense forces raised to aid 
the coalition against France, were liberated from ail employment 
but agaiust us. And of the disposition of Englana to 
continue the war, we had the most convincing indications. 
The British newspapers were replete vritk denunciations, of 
vengeance against us, and with statements of immense prepar- 
atioBS for our chastisement. And to crown the whole— to re-^ 
move all possiUe doubt on the subject— -to deprive us and 
our rulers of ail plea in justification of our toi*por, and 
apathy, and n^lect, an address was published from ihe lords 
of the admiralty to the navy, stating, as a reason lor not 
discharging so many seamen as the return of peace in Eu- 
rope micpt have warranted, that the war existing with this 
couptrTlor the maritime rights of the British Empire, render- 
ed such a measure improper. 

Ijondwiy April 30^ 1814. 
♦* The lords commissioners of the admiralty camiot announce to the fleet 
the teimination of Tiostilities without expressing to the petty officers, seamen 
aiul i^rtl marines of his majesty's ships, the high sense' which their lordships 
entertanof their gaUant and glorious sen ices during the late war. The pa- 
tieocey perievenuice, and discipline/ the skill, courage, and devotion, with 
which the •eamen and mannes have upheld the best interests, -and achieved 
the noblest triumphs of our country, entitle them to the gratitude, not onl^ oi' 
their native land, which they have preserve il inviolate, but of the other nations 
of Europe, of whose ultimate deliverance their success maintained the hope 
and accelcnited the accomplishment. Their lordi,hips regret the unjust and 
wtpmmktd aggrettim •fihc AMERICAN GOVERNMENT, m declaring war 
upon this countTTy t^eraUt/ie C£tute*ofit9 original complaint had been removed, 
does not permit them to reduce the fleet at once to a peace cstablishmant. But. 
as the question now at iasue in this war, if, the mahUenance of thote maritime 
rightty -which are the iure foundation of our naval gloryy their lordships look with 
'confidence to that part of the fleet which it may be still necessary to keep in 
commission, for «t continuance of that spirit of discipline and gallantry, whic^ 

9 
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has raised the. British navy to its present pre^miDence. In the icducipr the 
fleet to the establishment necessary for the Jmericim war, the seafnen and ma- 
rines will find their lordships attentive to the claims of their respective services. 
The reduction wiU be first made in the crews of those ships which it may 
he found jcxpedient to pay ofF; and from them the petty officers and seamen 
will be successively discharged according to the length of their services; be. 
gining in the first instance with all those who were in his majesty's service 
previous to the 7th of March, 1803, and have since continued in it When 
the reduction shall have been thus made, as to the ships paid off, thfir 
lordships will direct thtir attention to those which it may be found necessa- 
ry to keep in commission, dnd as soon as the circmnstnances of the via 
wiU admit, will bring home and discharge all persons having the sdme 
standing and periods of s^rvic^, as those discharged from the ships paid 
off; so that in a few months the situation of individuals will be eaualizedi 
all men of a certain period of service will be at liberty to return home to 
tlicir feniilies; and the number which it may be still necessary ta retain, will 
be composed of those ^ho have been* the shortest time m the servi6e. 
An arrangement in itself so just, cannot m their lordships' opinion fail to give 
univei*saJf satisfaction: and they arc induced to make thjs communication to tbe 
fleet, because they, thifik that the exemplaiy godd conduct of all the petty 
officers, seamen, and marines, entitles tliem to eveiy confidence, and to this 
fvfll and candid explanation of their lordships' intentions. Their lordships 
cannot coiichide witliout expressing their hope, that the valour of his majd^ 
ty's fleets and artnics will speedily bring the American contest to a conclu- 
sion, honourable to tlie British name, safe for British interests, and conducive 
to the lasting repose of the civilized world. 

"By command of their lordships. 

«J. Vr. CROEER." 



Notwithstanding these Symptoms of a n^ar Approaching hur- 
ricane, a delusion almost universally prei«iled through Hit 
nation, ol which it is hardly possible to produce a parallel. 
Numbers of our most enlightened citizens, knowing that the 
restoration of peace had removed all the ostensible causes of 
var, anil placing full reliance ^ upon the magnanimity of Great 
Biitain, predicated all their arrangements . on a speedy and 
honourable peace. Purchases and sales of property to an incal- 
culable amount, were made under this soothing expettatioi^. 
And we wefe lulled into a state of the most perfect securi- 
ty, as if all our dangers had utterly subsided^^the temple of 
Janus was about to be closed— and every man was to coa- 
vert his sword into a plough-share. 

To such a degree was this infatu^on carried, that auiheD- 
tic information of the sailing of hostile armaments produced 
no effect to diminish it. We were gravely told, that it was 
quite in character for nations to assume an enei^tic and for- 
midable attitude when they were negociating; that the ex- 
pense to England of sending these armaments was iMconsider- 
able; that they would be recalled as soon as a treaty was 
si»:nc(l; and in fine ihat she was too tnagnanimous to take 
advantage of the exfsting state of things— with>:^an end- 
less variety of arguments and a^sertionsj equally profound* 
convincing^ and cogent. 
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There were infinite paifls taken by the friends of England 
ui this country to foster and extend this delusion. Their et&rts 
were crowned with the most .complete successi. The nation fell 
into the snare with a degree of cuiUbilitj that afforded a practi- 
cal commentary on our pretension^ to illumination superior to the 
i^Bstof the world. 

These deceits were varied with an address and industry, wor- 
^y of a better cause. Thiey assumed every shape from an hum- 
ple six-penny paragraph, extracted from a London paper, to an 
important public document. Extracts of letters innumerable, 
from ^eminent merchants*' in London, Liverpool^ and Glasgow, to 
merchants of equal eminence in Boston, New- York, Philadelplria 
and Baltimore, were published with most Confident assurances of 
the immediate appointment of commissioners, to negociate with 
ours, on terms comporting with the magnanimity o£ England, and 
perfectly honourable to the United States. Letters were said 
likewise to have been received from Mr. Gallatin, full of assur- 
ttaces of peace, which Great Britain would grant on terms more 
favourable than when she was pressed by the power of Bonaparte. 
All these tales, how wild or extravagant soever^ were greedjly 
eaught at and believed bv our citizens, as they flattered and coin- 
cided with their ardent ciesire for peace. So justly sings the poet 



« What we wish to be true, we are fond to believe.* 



Several times we wep^ deluded with information that Admiral 
Cochrane had received despatches announcing an approaching ar- 
mistice, and his consequent recall from the American station. In 
a word, no ^ns were spared to lead us into a most profound 
sleep; and the opiates operated mos^ powerfully. 

During all this deceitful calm, through which every man of dis* 
cemment might readily and unerringly foresee the approaches of 
a fearful storm — as every indication trom England, deserving of 
credit, portended a lona, a desperate, and a vindictive waiwe; 
the government of the United States took no measures to dispel 
the delusion. In vain the public looked to Washington for in- 
formation on the prospect of affairs. All w^s there profoundly 
silent. Government must have had all the information on the 
subject that was in this country: and it was their incumbent duty 
to have disseminated abroad the result of their intelligence, that 
the public might regulate their proceedings, und predicate their 
measures on ratiqnd and prudential calculations. But this im- 
perious duty was, I venture to assert, utterly neglected. There 
was xiot a line of official coromunicatioKi on the subject. Ajif^ 
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nothing appeared in tiie National Ii>telliseBcery* that stron^y 
marked either a probability of peace^ or of a continaance 6f the 
war. As Ceu*, howerer, as conclusions could be drawn, from 
that semi-<rf&cial paper, they warranted much more the hope of a 
restoration of peace, than fear of the contrary* 

This conduct, on the part of the admipbtration, was to the last 
de^ee culpable. It was ^ dereliction of dnhr that exposed ovr 
citizens to ruinous consequences. The Fniladeinhians were 
among the most deluded portion of* the people ot t|ie United 
States. There were no preparations made ^r defence except 
the embodying a number of volunteer corps, very inefficient in- 
deed to protect us. As I shudder to think what pi^t have been 
the consequences, had the enemy i^sailed us while we were thus 
napping in a state of stupid and most irrational security. 

The crash of the conflagration at Washington, awaked us ,out 
of our slumbers, and dispelled the delusion.^^Wcvwere then 
aroused to a full sense of our dangerous situation, and of the folly 
and supinenessthat had caused it. We went manfully to work—* 
and in /t few weeks made such preparations as renewed public 
confidence, and promised fair to enable us to repel the enemy^ 
should he make his appearance^ 



CHAPTER VII. 



Genertd WiOcinson and BeneralSamptou. Proceeding$ of dm- 
: gress. Lamentable torpor y delay ^ and indeeisiofu Neglect of 
public opinion. 

Mjn military afiairs, when comlnned operations are undertaken, 
it is mdispensably necessary, in order to insure success, that a 
good understanding should prevail between the commanders who 
are to co-operate. A want of due attention to this obvious dictate 
of prudence and common sense, has caused the failure, among ▼&• 
rious nations, of expeditions of the utmost importance. It is one 
oi those plain rules, which can hardly escape the discernment of a 
man of even mediocre capacity. 

Nevertheless, the northern campugn of 181S, was intrust- 
ed to Gen. Wilkinson, and Gen. Hampton,* between wbo» 
existed a high d^ree of hostility, which was sufficienfly 
well known, to have pmnted out the absurdity of the proc** 
dure* The issue of the campaign was disastrous. And it is 
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pot improbable tbat alai^ portion, perhaps the whole of the 
dimster, arose from the Deflect of a rule so very rational^ that 
it is astonishing how it ceiud have been overlooked. 



PROCEEDINGS OP CONGRESS. 

• * 

Among the grievous sins of the ruling partj^, I know of none 
much more culpable than the shocking and miserable mode in 
which the proceedings of -Con^esa are tnanaged .-^Whatever 
nay be the ur^ncj of the pul>lic business, how ruinous sbever 
may be delay, it aj^ears utterly impossible to inspire that body 
wim a due degree or energy or promptitude. Week after week, 
and Dionth after month, pass over--and, the public anxiously^ 
but in vain, expect remeuies to be applied to the disorders of 
the state. To a most culpable spirit, of procrastination, and 
tlie itch of speaking, this wretched waste of time and neglect 
(»f the public embarrassments, may be fairly traced. 

Two or three powerful orators on each side take a compre- 
tensive view of a subject. They exhaust it completely. They 
are followed by & crowd of speakersy wlio are unable to mrow any 
new or important light on it — and whose speeches stand in the 
same relation to those of the early orators, that a hash warmed 
over a second or third time does to the original, noble sirloin, of 
whose fragments it is formed. And thus is the money of the 
nation expended, and its hopes frustrated, merely that Mr. A, 
and Mr. B, and Mr. C,and Mr., D,. may have an opportunity of 
making Ions speeches to prove to their constituents how wisely 
they have selected representatives! 

I have not before me the debates of the British parliament— 
and therefore cannot, with full confidence state what is actually 
their i^ode of proceeding. But it is strongly impressed on my 
mind, that thev generally decide on questions at one sitting. 
This at least I can. aver with the utmost certainty, that many 
of the most momentous questions, involving the interests of 
80,000,000 of people,* have been thus decided, after a debate 
from three o'clock in the afternoon,till three or four in the morn- 
ing. And in the debates on these, subjects, 'some of the great- 
est men in Europe have displayed their talents on both sides-— 
Erskine, and Pox, and Grey— ^itt, antjl Barke, and Wyndham. 
Whereas one of our speechifiers will sometimes occupy eight, ten, 
or twelve hours, sometimes two days, with a single speech. 

A large portion of the people of this country have taken op- 

* Inclndme its East India possesBiAns, the above is the number of tiiesub* 
jectoot'the Bntiah Empire. 
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positc sides respecting England, its manners, and its customs. 
One party admires* and copies — ^thc otlier censures and despi-r 
6es almost every thtne; British.— They are both in equal error. 
England presents much to admire and imitate— much to cen- 
sure and avoid.. It is highly desirable we should imitate her 
in the manalgeiAent of her parliamentary proceedings. 

As respects the business of Congress, a remedy ought to be 
applied immediately.* The debate eught to be limited within 
reasonable bounds. When they have been extended far enough, 
they ought to be terminated by the p^evious question, notwitli- 
standing the clamour and outcry of the minorit\ . And when- 
ever the emergency of the case requires prohititude, the sitting 
ought to be continued till the subject is decided, unless its compl? 
•ation and difficulty may gender an adjournment necessary. 

What a lamentable prospect the country exhibited at the mo- 
ment I wrote these lines! It was the sixth .of December. Con- 
gress had been in session nearly three months — They found the 
credit of the government laid prostrate—the sr>a-board exposed 
to depredation — the pay of the army in arrears — aiid every thing 
in a situation that was calculated to excite enen^y -and deci- 
sion among a nation ot Sybarities. And what wa^ tlie result? 
There had probably been one or two hundred flowery speeches 
made^— amendments and postponements innumerable-— and only 
two important acts jpassed — one for borrowing three millions of 
dollars— and the other for buying or building twenty schooners. 

To those who were actuated by a sincere regard for the 
welfare and safety of their country, these proceedings were a 
source of the most poignant uneasiness. They were utterly un- 
accountable, and irreconcilable with the plainest dictates* 6t rea- 
son and common sense. Laying aside all considerations of pub- 
lic spirit or patriotism, a due regard to personal interest and 
personal safety, ought to have prescribed a totally different Ui^t 
of conduct. * 

The majority endeavoured to shelter themselves by censur- 
ing the minority who made those long speeches for the pur- 
pose of embarrassing them, and protracting their debates and 
proceedings. This plea would, not stand exan^Jnation. Were 
It valid, a minority of. six or eight persons, possessed ot 
the faculty of making « lon^ talksj^> might at all times 
totally baffle a majority, and paralize the motions of the 
government Suppose each member of the minority to 
Inake a speech of a day or two on every subject that arose 
for discussion— allow a reasonable time for replication to the 
wajority— 4nd the whole year would be inadequate for that 
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pottion of business which the British parliament would with 
ease despatch in a month. 



Besides the delay arising from the displays of oratorj 
which I have stated, there is another source of delay, equal- 
ly iDJurioiis. Private and trifling business obtrudes itself ou' 
the attention of congress, and occupies a large portion, 6f the 
time which is loudly caJled for by the important affiurs of 
%he nation. The former ought to be .postponed till tlie other 
Is all despatched. 

Here I must notice one particular case, of the most extra- 
ordinary kind that ever occupied the attention of a public bo- 
dy. Never was there a sreater mockery of a deliberative as* 
sembly. A stud horse, called Romulus, belonging to a Mr. Da- 
vid Dardin, was impressed by a continental officer, in the yeur 
1781. Having been valued at 750 pounds specie. General Green 
returned him, on account of the extravagant price, lie was af- 
terwards taken by another officer, ana never returned. His 
widow, Mrs. Amy Dardin, has been a very assiduous applicant 
to congress for I'etnuneFation from tliat period; and the subject 
has at various sessions, occupied a large portion of tlie time of 
that body. The wages of congress, during the time of the de- 
bates, would, I am persuaded, purchase horses for the best ap- 
pointed r^ment of dragoons in Christendom. A worthy mem- 
oer from Viiginia used to ride Romulus into congress in great 
state, every year during his life. He is now no more. Who 
has been appointed " master of the horse'* in his place, I can- 
not decide. But that he has a successor, is beyond a doubt; 
for Dardin's horse was curvetting and prancing as usual, even 
during the late very important session. 

A gentleman to whom I mei^tioned this circumstance, in- 
forms me that in the years 180i2 and 1803, there were two pam- 
phlets published on this subject at the expense of the nation, 
Jar the use of the members, the cost of which would perhaps have 
paid for the horse. 

To render this procedure more culpable, as well as more far- 
cical, the senate ot the United States were on the 7tl). or 8th. or 
9th. of February, 1815, when every moment of their time was 
inexpressibly invaluable, cravely debating a bill for the remu- 
neration of Mrs. Dardin: And they were then within a. month 
of the close of their session — and hacf made no provision for the 
defence of our citicfs, liable to hourly destruction, nor for the 
restoration of public credit! The mind is lost in the most pro- 
found astonishment at the contemplation of such a futile, such a 
puerile mode of managing public business. I am mistaken if the 
■nnaU t»f legislation can produce any parallel. 
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One of two things. The claim is just or unjust If the 
former, it is disgraceful and dishonourable, not to have dis» 
charged it If otherwise, it is reallj insufferable to ha?e 
the public taxed by such importunity. 

NEGLECT OF PUBLIC OPINION. 

Of all the errors of the two administrations of Mr. Jeffer- 
son and Mr. Madison, the least criminal, but probably &e 
most pernicious in its results, is, the indifference they have 
displayed towards the unfbunded all^tions whereby they 
were borne down, and their reputation and usefulness de- 
stroyed. This may have arisen from an absurd reliance oa 
the good sense of the public— or- on the rectitude of th*eir own 
intenticns — perhaps from their indolence or inattention. It 
was probably founded, if it arose from either, of the two first 
motives, upon a trite, but fallacious maxim, which antiauitjr 
hath t>equeathed u&— Truth is -^at and will prevail. MiUi- 
ons of times has this captivating maxim been pronounced; 
and it is almost universally admitted as incontrovertable. Yet 
the history of the world in almost every page bears testimo- 
ny to its fallacy. Truth, unaided by industry, and activity, 
and energy, combats at very unequal odds against falsehood^ 
supported by these auxiliaries. That truth, ^ other things be- 
ing equal,** is an overmatch for falsehood, I freely grant 
But the friends of the former, if they rely wholly on its in- 
trinsic merits, and do not exercise a due degree of vigil- 
ance, will be miserably deceived in their calculations. 

A suppossed case in point A matron is charged ^tb hav" 
ing been seen entering a brothel in the face of day, with a 
notorious seducer. The story spreads. It is univei4ally be^ 
lieved. Her character is destroyed. She is shunned as con- 
taminatory. Six months afterwards, she produces a host of 
unexceptionable witnesses to prove an alibL They est2d[)lish in- 
controvertibly, that at the time stated, and for months before 
and af^er, she was in China or Japan. It is in vain. Her 
character is gone. The waters of tiie Atlantic would not pu- 
rify her. She pays for her ncgleot and her folly, &e aiigh- 
ty forfeit of a destroyed reputation. 

Thus has it been with the administration of Mr. Jeflerson 
and Mr. Madison. Thev have been chai;^ with criminal 
conduct, frequently of the most fla^;rant kind. The charges 
have been passed oyer in silence for a considerable time. 
Not being denied, they were presumed to be admitted. And 
in fact, how can (the public determine, whether silence un* 
der accusation arises from, conscious s^t, a reliance up<m 
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conscious rectitude) or au absurd and criminal n^lect or public 
opinion? 

I say, « a criminal neglect a^ public (pinion. This dcclara- 
6oA is not lightly hazarded. The character of a public officer is 
in some sort public property. A private person may allow his 
to be destroyed, perhaps without inflicting misfortune on any 
person but himselt. But the destructori ofthat of a public offi- 
cer is really a public injury— 4is it materially impairs, if it does 
not destroy, his usefulness. 

There is in the history of General Washington, a circumstance 
wUch appears a departure from the ^ound, masculine good sense 
^t almost universally presided over his conduct. During the 
rcvolationary war^ some of the British emissaries published a 
collection of letters ascribed to him, which were partly genuine, 
bat interpolated with forgeries, and partly letters altogether 
foi^. They were calculated, to inspire strong doubts of his 
itiachment to, and confidence in th& revolution. They were 
edited by a masterly pen. 

The attack was unavailing. The attachment to, and confix 
dence in, the general, were unimpaired. The pamphlet sunk 
into oblivioB. 

In the year 1795, during the discussion excited by Jay's 
treaty, it was reprinted a» a genuine' collection, and had an 
exte^isire circulation. General Washington did not at the time 
notice it. He allowed it to take its course, apparently indif^ 
ferent as to the consequences. But at the close of his public 
fimctions, he recorded in the office of the secretary of state a 
fomal declaration of the forgery. I feel convinced- the procedure 
WIS injudicious. If the pamphlet were intitled to any ani- 
madversioB, the proper period was when it was repuUiahed, and 
of course when it would produce all the effect that could result 
from it on his public character. 

The instances of neglects of this kind on the part of Mr. 
JefcrsOB ibid Mr. Madison, are numberless. I shall only in- 
stance two. A charge was alledged againt the former, of having 
sent two millions of dollars to France for some secret and sin* 
liter purpose, which. I cannot now recollect. It had been in 
vniversal circulation throughout the union, witiiout any formal 
or sati^ctory contradiction, for months. At length, after it 
hid done all the mischief it was calculated to produce, an au« 
thentic documental disproof crept out, fCT^exacUy like the la- 
if$ olibL and |C7* with the same ^ect. 

One other, instance, and I have done with this part of my 
fttbject* The offer of the Russian mediation was made by 
M. Daschkoff in March, 1813. Mr. Pickering in Boston^ 
shorUy afterwards published a series of letters on the subject, 
which were republished in almost everv tow^ and <^ cf the 

10 
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United States. He openly and uncjualifiedlj asserted that Kfi 
whole transaction was a frt^ad and imposture— solely calculated 
to delude the citizens into subscriptions fdr the pending loan. 
He denied the offer of mediation altogether: and boldly refer* 
red to M. Daschkoft*, and to Dr* Lcfgan, to prove his statements 
correct. If ever an accusation (femandeo attention and dis- 
proval, this was of tliat description. It was advanced under 
his own signatui-e, by a man who had held high official sta- 
tions^ and who possessed very considerable standing with tKe 
opposers of the government But the same fieital and unpar- 
donable neglect prevailed as in so many other . instances. Xhe 
allegation was allowed to 'produce its full effect without any 
other attempt at counteracdon, than a few anonymous para- 
graphs of denial. 

To render this error more paipable, a motion was made in 
the senate of the United States, on the 2^. of June, 181Sf, for 
a disclosure of the correspondente, of which the government 
ought to have gladly availed itself. But it was rejected. 

At length, when the afikir had in som<i measure sunk into 
oblivion, on the 18th. of Jan. 1814,' a motion was carried in 
the house of Representatives of the United States, for the pub- 
lication of the correspondence on the subject. It then appeared 
that the w hole ot the charges were caluminous and unfounded—** 
and that the transaction reflected ^ a high degree of credit as 
well on the potent monarch, who* took so warm an interest 
in our affaii-s, as on our government, for its prompt acceptance 
of the mediation. But the disclosure was too lAte'to counteract 
any of the pernicious effects that had resulted from thefaccusation« 
Many persons to this daj believe the whole transaction a de- 
ception. 



CHAPTER Vm, 

Capture of Washington. Causes. J^ismanagement. Fort Wash- 
ington, Trial of Captain Dyson. Extraordinary Sentence^ 
Loans, injury to Public Credit. Betrospection. 

THE CAPTURE OF WASHINGtON. 

On the 24th. of August, the capital of the United States 
was taken by the enemy. Their force was by no means of 
such magnitude a? would have prevented the disaster from 
being accompanied by disgrace. Had it been overwhelming, 
the loss misht have excited regret; but we should have been 
spared mortification and disgrace. But as t stands a sub- 
ject for historioal record, the loss, although very great, 'i». 
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l^desenriDg of consideration. Placed beaide tlie dishonour, 
k sinks into insignificance like a molehill beside a mountain. 

The force of uie enemy ^ is variously stated. The highesf 
estimate is 6,000. Pr. Catlett, who ^ad a favourable oppor- 
tonitj of assertaining with precision, states it at 3,540. Eve- 
ry person with whom I have conversed^ that saw them, ha^ 
Men of opinion that thev were so jaded with their march 
and so dispirited, that, had suitable preparations been made, 
Ihar might have been easUy defeated^ and probably captured. 

They landed at Benedict, on the 18th. ot August,* and pro- 
ceeded in a tolerably regular course towards Washington, 
which was the only object worthy of their attention. They 
were six days on their march. And there was hardly anr 
attempt at efficient preparation made for their reception, tin 
fliree or four days before their ariival at that city. Tho se- 
cretary at war ridiculed the idea of their attacking Wash- 
ington, till, within three days of the battle of Bladens- 

One obvious plan of defence, which would have struck the 
nind of a mere tyro in military affairs, was to have garri- 
Mned the capitol and the president'^ house, with as power- 
ful a force as could conveniently opperate there. The stre%th 
of these two buildings would have enabled the garrisons to 
hold out a long time, until troops could have been collected 
to ehcounter the enemy. 

It is not for me to decide on whom the censure ou^ht to 
fkll— on the president — the secretary at war— -on the district 
general. Winder— 4)r on the whole together. But let* that 
point be determined as it may, it cannot be denied, tliat 
Bothing but the most culpable neglect could heye l^d to the 
results that took plac»— results which could not fail to prove, 
injurious to the national character in Europe, and which, ha4 
not the news of the exploits of the brave and illustrious 
MtCdonough and Macomb, arrived there at the sjime time as 
the account of this disgraceful disaster, would have materially 
and perniciously affectwl the negociation at Ghent. 

When the preceding strictures were written, I had not 
<een the Report of tlic Committee appointed to investi^te 
the subject, which I have i*ecei|tly examined with attention. 
It is clearly established by the documents annexed to this 
report, that the disaster arose from a series of the most 
extraordinary and unacoun table mismanagement. I shall enu- 
ttei^te a few of the instances in bri«J. 

Let me previously observe, that the president stands excul- 
pated from censure in the afl^ir; for a cabinet council was held 
at Washington, on the 1st of July, wherein it was resolved to 
establifth a new military district, to comprise the cities of Wash- 
ington, Baltimore, and the adiacent country. The command of 
it was given to general Windier, who had explicit directions to 
make preparations to repel the enemy, should he make aio[ 
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attempt on the seat of gOTemment, which, the c(^uncil judged 
highly probable. 

Among the errors committed^the following are the most pr#- 
fninent: 

1. There Was no attempt made to fortify those parts of the 
country calculated for defence, although General Ye^n Ness, on 
beludf of the citizens of the District of Columbia, made repeat- 
ed ^d earnest apptications to the secretary at war on the sub- 
ject, and although ne as repeatedly promised to pay attention to 
their requests. 

£. There was not the slightest eflbrt to arrest the progress of 
the enemy, from the time of his debarkation till the day of the 
battie of Bladensbur^, although the country thr9Ugh which he 
passed was admii^Ty aalculated for the purpose. 

3. There was nc; camp formed equidistantiy between Balti- 
more and Washington, so as to be able to cover and protect 
either or both places. 

4« The troons firom Baltimore w^ere not ordered oot in due 
season. Had tne orders been; as most indubitably they ought to 
have been, issued at least on tiie delMU*kation of the enemy, these 
troops would have arrived in proper time— been fit for duty— ^ 
and probably rescued the country from the disgrace. 

5. The orders for the Baltimore troops to march, were rc« 
ceiv^d in Baltimore on Saturday the 20th. of August They 
took up the line of march tiie next day, Sunday ibe 2l3t. 
On that evening they received an order from Qenertd Winder^ 
by expresi to hai^t until furthsr oancRs! Next day> they 
had renewed orders to march with full speed to {BladensDurg. — 
Those to General StansburyVere received at 10 A. M. and 
those to Colonel Sterrett at 2 P. M. The former reached Bla- 
densburg on the ^2d. at night-^the latter on the dsd. at night 
The fatal delay arising from the orders to halt, was among 
the principal causes of the disaster. Colonel Sterrett's corps 
arrived on the ground jaded, and fatigued, and harrassed. T^ey 
had but littie rest the night previous to the battie, owing to 
•some false alitrms, and were in every respect nnfit for being 
)ed into the engagement. 

6. Colonel Young's brigade, by order of General Win- 
der, was stationed at a distance from the field of battle, 
Inhere it remained inactive during tHe whole time oflJie 
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eiigageHiftiit, although withia hearing of the report of the 
cannon. 

7. An efScient corps of 600 infkntry, and 100 cavalry, 
under Colonel Minor, arrived at Washmston on the evening 
preceding the battle. The Colonel appliea to General Arm- 
strong for arms, and was directed to |C7* report himself the 
next momingUI to Colonel Carberry, who had the care of 
the arsenal. This gentleman sfjent the night at his countnn 
seat, and was not to be found in the morning, although invaU. 
uable hours were spent in the search for him. At length an 
order for arms was procured from General Winder. Even 
then delay occurred) u^m the scrupulosity of Colonel Carber- 
rj'ft depifly in counting the flints-^-and further delay in giv- 
injg receipts for them. The consequence .was that this corps, 
wmch would almost to a certainty, have decided the fate of 
the day in favoui* of th^ir country, began their march so late, 
that they had no share whatever in the action, and met the 
retreating army after its defeat!!! 

8. Had a stand been made in Washington, and the MJiole 
force, even discomfited as it was^ been collected together, there 
H no doubt but the loss might have been retrieved. But there 
was not the slightest effort of the kind made. The retreat 
was conducted in % disorderly manner, and as much like a 
flidit as could be. 

Throughout this work, in all important cases, I do not 
inerely refer to mv authonties, as is usually doqe. The fea* 
der must observe that I quote as well as refer to them. I am 
desirous of silencing incredulity herself. In pursuance of this 
plan, I submit a few short extracts from the documents pub- 
lished by Congress, on which the preceding views are founded. 

Extract* from the letter of Oen, Van J^Tett to the committee of Con^rreti, appoint' 

ed to aupdre into the cauaee of the Capture of Washingtoth dated JVor. 23, 

1814. 

** About the opetiing of the present campaign, I pressed ag^ upon the 
Kcretjay the suDJect of pur defence; suggestinjp in addition to the occlusion 
of the river, the convenience and importdnce of a central camp, i^itermediate 
hetioeen Baltimore, Annapotia, Wathington, Alexandria, GeorgeUnm, and the 
neighbouring' ttname ojid country. And in frequent interview^ (in number, to 
Be mire, very much increased by the importunate applications and solicita- 
tions to me, <^bodi Ae ci^ and militaijr branches pf the community, 
whoae coniidettce in the secretary appeared at an eaiiy period, at best 
wtrerin^, if not declining,) sometimes official^ at other time not so, which 
I had with lum, as the campaign progressed, I did not fail to repeal tbo 
suggestion. I stUl receivJed assurances, generally verbal, favorable, accompani- 
ed^yanotherwue apparent indifference, and confidence in our security/"* 

«* Th«s had the campaign progressed, ^lithout any visible steps toward^ 
woria of defiance, either penpanent oi temporary, either on the hu)d or 
the water aide, f I never having heard of a opade or an axe being $track in 
any tueh operation, J or towards forming a rendezvous or camp of regular 
tmops in the neiglibourhood, to the great' anxiety, inquietude^ and alarm, ^ 
the elistrict and rarrounding country; the secretary generally tfeatit^, irith m 
difference at leatt, if not -with levity, the idea of an attack by $hi etiemy.f" •• 
• Report, page 287. fldem, page 288. 
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«* In Augtftt last, when the increased and reinfbrced fleet, 'with thm 
troops, ascended the Chesapeake, and were kno\vn, from authentic iuliAv 
mation, to have entered the Patuxent, I called on Secretary Armstrong 
agam; and expressed, as usual, my appntheAsions, arising from Want of 
means and preparation adding, that from the known naval and reputed land 
force of the enemy, he probably meant to strike a serious blow. His re- 
ply was, " Oh yeaf, by G^— 4 'Acy -aould riot come with such a fleet -wUhma 
meaning to strike somewhere: but they certainly :inU not come here What the 
(f^l -udll they do here/*' &p. After remarking that I diflered very mUch ftom 
him, as to the probable interest they felt m destroying or capturing our 
, scat of government, and that I believed a visit to tins place would, for seve- 
ral, reasons, be a Civourite object with them, he observed, **No, no'. Bal- 
timore is the place, sir; that is of so much more consequence*.* • 
' «'I continued to see general Winder occasionally as before, and to be aston 
ishedatthe apparent slugishness or procrastination in the preparation for 
the reception ot the enemy, who was on his advance. I reccaleci well, that 
even after he had, according to authentic and undoubted information, as- 
cended to the head of Ae ship navigation, of the Patuxen£, and had, for 
about twenty-four hours, been debarkmg on the hither bank of that river, 
and marching his troops to their encampment on the heights of Benedict, 
(about 40 mues from this on tl^ u^ial route,) g^neril'W. in answer to an 
inquiry of mine, whether he had ordered on any troops from Baltimore, and 
whether he thought they would be here in time, paid, THAT THEY WERE 
ORDEllED ON; AND THAT ALL lUS FKAK WAS, THAT THEY 
WOULD BE HERE TOO SOOJ^/ Expressing to him my astonishment a|t 
the apprehension^ he said, he thought it very probable that the enemy 
would suddenly turn about^ and make a blow at Baltfimorcf .'* 
tlxtractfrom General Stansbury^s Report. 
«« The men under my command were worn dowA and nearly exhausted 
firom long and forced marches, want of food, and watching. They had been, 
-with very little ^ertmssion under arms, and marddtig, from the time of their depar- 
ture from Mal^more,' -iotthtntt Uitle.sleep, bad provinons, and but little opportunity 
to cook. They certainly were not in a situation to go into battle; but my ei- 
ders were positive; and I was determined to obey them. 

« Before ^id during the action, / did n»t see any of the force Ivfos led to ex- 
pect Toould support me, I understood since, they were on their w^ay to my as- 
sistance, and I presume oxertions were made to bring' tjiem up|." ' 
Eoctrac^from Cokmel Mnor's Jieport. 
** I took up my line of iparch, and arrived at the cupitol between sunset 
and dark, [Aug, 23d.] and immediately made my way ^ the president, and 
reported my arrival; when he referred mc^to general Annstrong, to whom 
\ repaired, and informed him as to the strengtii of the troops, as well as to 
tlie want of arms, ammunition, &Q. Which made it as late as early candle 
lig-ht; when I was informed by that gentleman, the arms, he. could not be 
had tliat night, ^nd tSrected to repQrt myself next mormn^ to colonel Carberry, 
loho -wmM furnish me toUh arms, ^c. which gentleman, from early next morn- 
ing, I diligently sought, until a late hour of the forenoon, without being al)le 
to find him, and tlien went in search of general Winder, whom I found 
near the Eastern Branch; when he gave an order to the armourer for the 
munitions wanting, with orders to return to the capitoL there to Toait furthsr 
•r(^r*§." . ^ ^ ' 

Extract from the Report of Doctor . Catlett, 
"Respecting the condition of the enemy's troops I was informed by seve- " 
ral of the British officers; that just previous to their reaching Bladensburg, 
(with excessive fatigue or entire exhuusXion) they vrere dropping off in cotm- 
derable numbers; that in4be action, it tms only by the most .extraordinary exertiom 
that the main body cotdd be sodded on. Although I observed some of their flank- 
ers at times advance on the run a small distancfc, these were said to beonly 
Ae most active ot their light companies of, and attached to, their 85Ui. rc« 
• Repoirt,pag« 292. f W<^ni»pag« 296. il<?cm, page 185. flldem, page 231 
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^iment, commanded by lieutenant-colonel Thornton, acfingas brigadier; they 
appeared to me to haU^ as if exhausted ttdth fatfgue-t at or mar tHe ^ace tifhejv 
Ae firing ceased on our part, about a mile and a half on. this side of Bladens- 
fcm^, about two o'clock, P. M."* 

Extract from the Report of the Committee of Congress on the capture of tVash' 

ington. 
" Our forces at this tone at thfe Old' Fields, are variously estimated, with 
no material difference, at about 3,000 men, in the following' corps: about 
400 horse, under the command of the following officers: lieut. col. L^vall, 
coL Tilman, captains Caldwell, Thornton, Herbert* Williams, &c.: 400 reg- 
ular troops, under the command of lieut col. Scott, viz. S6th, 38th, and 
capt. Moi^fan's company of the 12th, infantry; 600 marines and flotilla-men 
under com. Bamey and capt. Miller, with five pieces of heavy artillery— 
' two 18 pounders and threfe tu-elve pounders: 1,800 militia and volunteer^ 
, gen. Smith's brigade of Geoigetown and city militia, and Maryland militia 
under col. Kramer, of which there were two companies of artillery under 
rapt ^tirdi and majoV Peter, with six 6 poimders each, making an aggro- 
gate of 3,200, with 17 pieces of artillery. The etiemy was -without cavalrtf^ 
and had two small fieid pieces and one hoxpitzerj drctwriby men/ and the -whole 
country -well ealctUated for defenccy aklrnUshing, and to impede the march of an 
euemtf\r ! * * * 

** The march of our anpy to tlie city was extremely rapid and precipitate, 
and orders occasionally given to captains ot companies to purry on the men, 
wiio were extremely fiitigued and exhausted before the camping ground 
was reached, near the Eastern Branch bridtre, within the district of Colum 
biat." * * ^ ^ 

" Colonel George MmOr, with his reg^ent of Virginia m'Jitia, composed 
of 600 infUntry and 100 ca\'alry, arrived at the city, of Washington , m the 
twifight of the evening of the 23d; he called on the president who rcfcrrx^d 
him to the secretary of war for ordei-s; t/tc scrrctnry^ informed him that arms 
Kmddnot he had that nighty buS gare oi^en. to neppj^t himself to colonel Carberry, 
^arly in the morning, vho roould fufnish fdm -with ai^ms and ammunition, as he 
•was charged vith that duty by gen. Winder. From early in th^ morning till 
ute in the forenoon, ^L Minor sought coL Carberry diligently, but he could 
not be found. He rode to head-quurtcfs, and obtained an oi*der from gen. 
Winder upon the arsenal for arms, .5;c.; marched to the place with his re^- 
ment, and its care he found committed to a yourtg man, whose caution in 
giving out arms, &c. very much delaying the anping and snppljing this regi- 
ment!." # .# # ' 

"The distance from Benedict to the city of Washington, by Bladensburg, 
is Upwards of fifty miles. The enemy -was tvithout baggagd-nv.ig^ons or means 
of transportation; his troops much exhausted -with fatig-iie; many compelle'd To 
^fut the ranks, extraordinary exertions used to keep others in motion; and, as 
»/ unable to pursue our force^^ remained ori^ the battle ground- the encray^s 
adrancc reached the city about eight o'clott in the evening, the batUe hav- 
ing ended about two o'clock, or before."§ # # # 

** The enemy, on the evening of the 25th, made the greatest exertions to 
lca?e the city of W^hingtonl They had aboat* 40 indifferent look'mg hor- 
*cs,10or 12 carts, and waggons, one ox-cart, « one coilch, and several gigs. 
These were scot to Bladensburg (p move off the wounded. A drove of 60 
or 70 cattle precede4 this party. Arriving at Bladensburg the British sur- 
gwn was oroertd to select the wounded who could walk; the forty horses 
wpre mounted by those leho could ride,- the carts and -waggons 'loaded,- and up" 
*«rd!to/90 -wounded left behind About 12 o'clock at niijht the British army 
MMed throu^ Bladensburg; and parties continued until morning, and strag- 
glers until alter mid-day. Tt» retreat of the enemy to his shipping -was pre- 
dfntate aud apparently under <m (dorm: and it is supposed that it was known to 
Jinn that our forces Iwid marched to Mofltgomeiy court-house ."1 * * * 
•Idem, pagc311. f^port, page 21. :tldem, page23* . 

Ildev, page 20. ydera, page 34. 1 1dem, page 36. 
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<<0n th« 19th •f July, gen. Winder was authorised, in ^^ase «f menaced 
or on actual invasion, to cim into service the whole quota of Maryland. 
On the 17th gen. Winder was authorized to call into acUial service not Ic^ 
than 2 nor more than 3,000 of the drafts assigned to his command, to form 
% permanent force to be stationed in some central poation between Baltimore 
and the ci^ of Washington. On the same dav^ 17th of Jdv, gen. Winder 
was authorised to call on the state of Itennsylvania for 5,000 men; on Vir> 
ginia, 2,000; on the miUtia of the district of Oolumbia, in a disposable tUte, 
3,000; "together with the 6,000 firom Maryland, making an aggregate force 
of 15,000 drafted militia, 3,000 of which authoriaed tobe caUedmto ictual 
service; the residue in case oF.actual of menaced invasion, besides the re-* 
gular troops estimated at 1,000, makine 16,000; independent of marines and . 
flotilla men. This was the measure of defence contemplated for the mili-- 
tary district No. 10, and the measures taken by. the war department up 
to the 17th of July in execution of it*" 

DESTRUCTION OF FORT WASpiNGTON.. 

One extraordinary circumstance attended this disastrous af- 
fair, which I cannot refrain from statinjeto the public. Fort 
Washington was commanded bj captain Dyson) whc^i the Bri- 
tish took the city of Washiiigton, He. had rccieved orders 
from general Winder, in case the enemy came into his rear^ 
to blow up the fort, and retreat with, his garrison. The ^ne- 
my came. His orders were clear and explicit. He obeyed 
them — as it appears he was in duty bound. 

For this act, he • was brought to trial— <aiid sentenced to be 
dismissed the service. 

1 am no military man. 1 know little of militarj affairs. 
I am therefore liable to 'error when I pronounce opinions on 
tht tn. But with due deference to this court martial, where- 
of ''hri^dier general Smith, ^f the militia of the District of 
Columbia, was president," I cannot but believe captun Dy- 
son's case to ne peculiarly ' severe: and judging on plain 
principles of reason and common sense, I think the sentence 
most extravagantly unjust. Were I in his situation, I would 
appeal to the world against such a condemnation — and <<miULe 
the welkin ring with ray complaints. 

Extract from the Report of Oeneral Winder. 

"I sent, by major Hite, directions to the commanding officer of fort 
Washington, to advance a guard up to tbeynain road upon all tlie roads 
leading to the fort; . and tn theevetU of hu bemgr taken in the rear of the firi 
by the enemy f to bloro kp the fort, and retire acrom the river/*'-^'RepOTt^p»gt 
172. . . ^ 

I wish to hare it understood that I have no personal know* 
ledge of general Armstrong, general Winder, or Captain 
Dyson—nor do I believe I have ever seen any of them. 

^Report, page. SS. 
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Departure of gen. izard from PLArrsBURa 

One of the most extraordinary, measurea of vai>-a measure 
utterly indefensible^ — has, as far as I know» almoat wholly es- 
caped censure^ It affords one among ten thousand instances, to 
prove how seldom approbation or censure is meted ent with due 
rc^rd to justice. 

General Izard had ^n army Of about 8000 regulars in the 
neighbourfaooa of Plattsburg. General Prevostj at no very great 
distance, had the comtpand of about 14,000 troops, principal- 
ly veterans. While the eyes of the nation Were direct- 
A towards that quarter, and every nian interested for the ho- 
nour, the happiness, the independence of his ,cQUntry» was 
tremblingly alive to tl^e fyture, and filled with the most awful 
forebodings of a minpus result, from the fearful odds against 
our little army, amazement and terror filled every breast, to 
find that S or 6000 of our troops, under the general Who 
had directed his utmost energy to train them to service^ 
and to acquire their confidence, were ordered to a remote sit- 
uation, on an unimportant expedition, in wh^ch no laurels were^ 
or probably could be acqui;'ed. Thus was a most invaluable 
frontier exposed to all the horrors of desolation^ 

The annals ef warfare present no instance of greater fatuity. 
It is difficult to conjecture what could have been tiie object con- 
templated by this wonderful movement. But whatever it might 
have been, had the utmost success crowned the undertaking, it 
fcoaldnot Bossibly have compensated for the issue which was to. 
be rationally calculated on at Plattsburg^ 

The result, however, yras highly glorious to the nation. Noth- 
ing could be more fortunate. But this does n6t diminish an iota 
of the censure due to the meagure.-^The character of an action, 
good or bad, is not affected, except with the canaille,* by its 
successes, whether prosperous or the reverse. Many of th^ 
wisest schemes ever devised have foiled of success. Many of 
the most absurd and ridiculous Have prospered. I^nt every man 
whose approbation is worthy of regard, commends or reprobates 
m measure according to the wisdom of folly displayed in plan- 
nioff it 

Had jpneral Izard^ army remained at Plattsburg, and aided 
in the discomfifture of governor Prevost, the triumph of the Ubit^ 
States at theSaranac would not have been so transcendently great. 
Their removal, tiierefore, how absUrd soever it was, is subject 

* Rmay be proper to state, that the true distinptipn of the Cahaille, is not 
dress, or station. It is mind. There are fien worth ten thousand a y^ai^ who 
iife of tl^c canaUle. 

n 
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. f the most serious rejoicins. It has added immansely to thc^ 
laurels the nation acquired inr the war. 

I 
LOANS- 

The last and perhaps the most grievous and aApaMonaUe er- 
Iror of tlie democratic party— All error, pregnant with baleful 
consequences to the finances and credit of the country; was, dcr 
pending on leans for the support 6f the war, and deferring the 
imposition of taxes adequate to ei^ct the 'superstructure of pulv-* 
lie credit upon. This arose from the miserable and pernicious 
dread of forfeiting popKbrity, and losing the reins of govern- 
ment— a dread often th^ parent ot the most destructive . mea- 
sures. The consequences of this highly reprehensible error was, 
that the loatis were made to very considerable loss, and that the 
public credit of the nation was most lamentably impaired. 



I HAVE now gone through a review of the principal errors and 
follies, the neglects and the misiminafements of ttie demoq^tic 
party. 1 Imve detailed and canvassed uiem with the boldness and 
independence of a freeman. I have followed the sound advice 
of Othello: 

"Naught extenuate — ^nor augfhtsetdowirinmilice." 

On many of these points I am greatly at variance with men of 
powerful talents belonging to that party. Some of mv facts and 
opinions have been controterted 1^ a critic of considerable acu* 
men, in one of the dail^ papers. I have re-examined the va* 
rious subjects embraced iu this volume; and, where I hare found 
muse to change my opinion, I have unhesitatingly done so. 
My object is truth. I nave pursued it steadily— and,' as far 
fls I can judge of myself, without undue bias. But I well knoiir 
iiow difficult it is for' human weakness to div^ itself of pre- 
judice and partiality. To the candidreader, I submit the deci- 
sion. 

This detail of misconduct has been a painful task. Fat 
more agreeable would it have been to have descanted on themer* 
its and talents of the president and other public functiona- 
ries. To a man of a liberal mind it is infinitely more agree-' 
.ible to bestow the meed of praise, tlian to deal out censure^ 
But a rou^ truth is nreterable to a smooth falsehood. And 
whatever chance we nave of arriving at the haven of peace 
and happiness, depends upon a fair and candid examin«tioE 
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of Qurwlves, which mhstinfimibly result in a conviction, that, 
80 ereat havt bpen the errors, Ae tuUies, and the madness on 
both sides, that mutual fbi^veness requires no «^ort of gencr 
roflitj — it bmereljr'an act of simple justice. 



Before I ^uit this branch of my subject, it is but . proper to ob«i 
eerre, that it is hardly ppBsiUe to conceire of a more difficult 
and arduous situation than Mr. JTeSerson and Mr. Madison' have 
been placed in. Thej have had to struggle with two belKgerents, 
one supremelj powerful by land, and on that element holding in 
awe the chief part of the civilized world— <*the other equally pow- 
erful by sea :—<and each, in his rage against the other, violating 
the clearest and most indisputable righ^ of neutrals, and inflict- 
iB^ upon us, in a time of pretended peace, nearly as much injury 
» if we were ranked among the bellifferants. And the divisions 
tnd distractions of the country, with the formidable opposition of 
A powerful party, embradng all the governments of the eastern 
States and a considerable portfon of me citizens of the rest of the 
inion, must have' caused the administration infinitely more trou- 
ble and difficulty than the two bellijgerents together.. Ihe feder- 
alists, as I shall show more fully in the sequel, aftet goading the 
eovemment^otp resistance, anti vilifyine it for not prc^urin^ re^ 
Jress, thwarted, opposed, and rendered nugatory every rational 
eflbrt made to accomplish the very ol^ect they professed to seek*- 
a^gree of madness and folly never^enougl^-to-be^deplored. 



CHAPTER IX^ 

I^ Federalists. Federal Convention and Constitution* - Com:: 
fUnts of want of energy in the ConstituHon Disormnixers 
and Jacobins. Mien awt Sedition l^wsJ Loss of Power. 
Ouingaof Vtews. 

llAviKa thus taken what I hope will be allowed to be a can- 
did view of the errors and misconduct of the democratic party^ 
it remains to perform the same office for their opponents. And 
I feel confident, it will appear that the latter have at least as much 
need to solicit forgiveness of their injured country»as the former. 
1q the oreer of mdness an4 f ollv which the nation has run, the jr 
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iiaye ncted acontpicaous part, and maj fairly di^te the piiqi 
with their competitors* . . ^ 

In the federal convention^ this party made every possible exr 
ertion to increase the .energy and add to the authonty of the gen'^ 
^ral government, and to endow it with powers at the expense of 
the state governments and peciple. Bearing strongly in mind the 
disorders and convulsions of some of the very ill -balanced repub* 
iics of iSreece and Italy, their sole object, of dread appeared to 
he the inroads of anarchy. And as mankind too generally find it 
difficult to steer the middle coarse, their appr^ensions of tli» 
Scylla of anarchy effectually blinded them to the dansers of the 
Charybdis of despotbm. Had they possessed a complete a^cen-- 
dency in the convention, it is probaUe. th^y woal^ have fallen into 
the opposite ex£r«me to that which decided the t^nor of the con- 
stitution^ 

This party was divided among themselves. A small bat Yerj 
active division were monarchists, and ntterly disbelieved in the ef- 
ficacy or security of the republican form of govemmeht,'e8pecial- 
ly in a territory so extensive, as. that. of tiie United States, and 
embracing so numerous a population as were to be taken into the 
calculation at no distant4>eriod. The remainder were genuine re- 
publicans, men of enlightened views, and a- high degree of public 
spirit and patriotism. They differed as wifely from the mon:' 
archie part of that body, as from the democrats. It is unfortu- 
,Bate that their counsels did not prevail. For it is true in govera- 
n^ent, as in almost all other human concerns — that safety lies In 
f iniddle courses. Violent and impassioned ipen lead themselves, 
and it is not wonderful they lead others astray. This portion of 
the federal party advocated an enere;etic, but at the same time a 
republican form of government, which on all pi^per occasions 
inight be able to command and call forth the force of the nation. 
The following letter sheds considerable light on the views of 
Alexander Hamilton, who took a distinguished part in ih6 pro- 
ceedings of that respectable body.— it is obvious that a president 
durii^^ good behaviour, which was a favourite feature with Mr. 
Hamilton, could h&rdly be ^qnsidered other than a president for 
lifct 

l^EW-YoBK, Sept. 16, 1803. 

" Mt dsak 81X^1 will make no apology for mv delay in answering your in- 
quiry some time since made, because I could offer none which wpuJd satiafy 
myself. I pray you only to believe, that it proceeded from any thing ratker 
thin want of respect orreg:iid I shall now comply with your request. 

** The highest^oned propositions which I made in the convention were for 
^ frendeni, temUe, and judget, during- good behcnioitr;* a house of represen- 
tatives for three years. Though I would have enlarged the legislative power 
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^ the genexal govanmeot, yet I ii^v^rcolitemplated the abolition oftlip 
^ftate go¥enmient8. But'oh the contnuy, they were^ in some p«rti9u]ar% 
consdtaent pivts of n^y plan. 

** This plan was, in my conception, conformable ¥rith the atrict theoiy of a 

. gorenuxient purely lepublican; the easentiai cnteria of which- are, that tlie 

Biiiicipttl organs of the executive and leg^slatiTe departments, be elected 

by the people, and h<^ their offices by a responaiblp #nd: tempoiary or 

<leftwable nature. 1. 

« A vote was taken on the proportion respecting the executive. Kve 

stat)e9 were in fx?cl^xf of it ; sin^on^ these Vir^^nia ; aad though, from t^e 

' manner of voting* by delegations, uid^viduab were not disting^hed ; it 

was morally certajn, from the IpioWn situation of the Vxr|^Tiia.mei](tt>^rs 

(mji m number, two of th^m, Maaop and Randolph, pio^ssing popular 

doctrines) thjit Madison must -have concurred in tl^ vote of Virginia. 

Thus if 1 sinhed against repuUicanism, Mr.' Madison is not leas guilty. 

** I may truly then say that I never proposed either a president or se- 
nate for life ; and that I neither recommended nor mecutated the anni- 
hilation of the state gove^rhmenta. 

*<And I may ad<^ that in the course of the discussion in the. convention, 
fieither the propoations. thrown out for debirte, nor eveh those voted Jti 
the earlier sUges of deliberation, were' considered as evidences of a deftnite 
opinion in the proposer or voter. It appeared to be in some sort under- 
atftod, that, with a view to free iitvestigation, experimental propositions 
might be made, which were to be received merely as suggestions for 
considcnrtion. Accordingly it is a &ct, that my final opinion was against 
•an executive during good beh^iviour, on account of the increased danger 
to the pubfic tranquihty incident to the election of a ma^trate of his de- 
gree of penpantncy. In the plan of ^ constitution which I drew lip while 
the convention was stttin^^ and which I communieated to Mr. Madisoa 
about 'the doae.-of it, pernap9 a day or two after, 'the office of the pres- 
ident has no longerduration than for three years. 

*< This plan was predicated upon these base^:-^!. That the poCtical 
prindples of the people of this country would endure no&in|^ bu| 
a repub&^an government '2. That in 'the ' actual situation of 
the countiy, it., was iiself right andU>roper that the republican theofy 
should'have a fair and 'full trial 3. fThat, to such a trial H was es- 
• sential that the government should be so constructed as to give it all th« 
energy and the stiCbility reconcilable. with the principles of that theory.-—^ 
These were the genuine sfentiments of my heart: and upon them I then acted, 
«* I sincerdy hope that it may not hereafter be discovered, that tiirougu 
want of sufficient attention to the last idea, the experimient of Republican 
government, even in this country, has not been a^ complete, as. satifiac- 
tpiy, ia^ a^ decide ^ poul4 be wished. 

yeiy truly, dear sir, 

your friend and servant, 

A. HAMILTON." 
TrKOTHT PicKEanre, Es^ 
In the conflict of opinion that arose in the convention, there 
vafi a most imperiovs nepessrtj for a spirit of compromise* 
in ordei' to secure success to its labours.-^The tenacity of 
some leading men, of adverse opinions, had nearly rendered 
the effort abortive. According to Luther Martin, Esq. one of 
the Maryland delegates, the convention was several times oa 
the verge of adjournment, without fuliilling the object of their 
appointment. But the eood fortune of the nation prevailed: and 
after a session of about four months, the constitttti#n was finally 

1 
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agreed upon, submitted to public discussion, and joyfuUj ae« 
cepted by the American people. 

' The federal party immeaiately took the reins, and adminis- 
tered the goremment of the United i^tes for twelve years. 
During this period, its wants of sufficient energy, and its dam- 
per from the «tate goyernments, were frequent subject of im- 
passioned complaint. ^ Every man who opposed the measures 
of the administration,' of what kind soever they were, or firom 
whatever motives, was stigmatized as a dfsorganizer and a' 
jiicdbin.-. The last term involved the utmost extent of human 
atrocity. A Jacobin was.. in fact, an enemy to social order-^ 
to the- rights of property— to religion — ^to moral»— and ripe 
for rapine and spoil. 

As far as laws could apply a remedy to the alleged loe* 
bleness of the geiiend government, the* ^'eiening jiarfy sedu* 
^ously' endeavoured to. remove the defect. They fenced round* 
the coiistituted authorities, as I have Mated, with an alien and 
sedition law. By the former^ they could banish from our 
shores obnoxibus foreigners whose period of probation had not 
expired. By the latter, every libel *2igainst the government^ 
4nd every unlawful attempt to oppose its. measures, were sub- 
ject to punishment, more or less severe, in proportion to itfr 
magnitude. 

The alien* law was not, I believe, ^rer carried into opera- 
tion. It was hune up interrorem owr several* foreigners, who 
in the language of the d^y, were rank jacobins, and of course 
enemies of God and man. But the case was far different 



with the sedition law. ' Several individuals could ^ear testimony 
from experience, to the 'severity with which its sanctions were 
enforced. Some cases occurred, of a tragiconucal kind^ par- 
ticularly one in New-Jersey, in which the culprit was found 
guilty and punished, under this law, for the si^nfple wish that 
the wadding of a gun, discharged on a Festival day, had made 
an inroad into, or singed the posteriori^ of Mr. Adams, then 
president of the United States; 

But every thing in th^s sublunary world is liable to revo- 
lution. This is proverbially the Case with power in a, repub- 
lican government. The peopl<^ of- the United States chan|;ed 
their rulers. By the regular course of election, they with- 
drew the reins from .the hands of the federalists, and placed 
them in -these of the deniocrats* 

TJiis was a most unc^eoted i^voilution to the federalists. 
It wholly changed their views of the ^vemment. It has 
been asserted in England, that a tory in place, becomes a 
whig when out of place^-r-and that a wh^ when provided with 
a place, becomes a tory. And it is painful to state that too 
many among us act the same farce. The government, which, 
administered * by themselves^ was regarded as miserably fee- 
ble and inefficient, became, on its transition^ arbitrary and 
despptic; notwithstanding timt among the earliest acts of the 
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&€V incumbents, was the repeal not merely of the aliett and 
sedftion laws^ but of some bi the most obnouous And oppres- 
lire taxes ! • 

Under the eflfectB of these new and improved political 
views, a most, virulent warfare was begun against their ^c- 
cessors. The gazettes patronized bj,aud devoted to federal - 
ism, were bnceasing mthe\r' efforts to degrade, disgrace 
and defame the administration. All its . errors- were indus** 
triouslj magnified, and asoribed to the most perverse and wick- 
ed motiveg* Allegations wholly unfounded, and utterly impro- 
bable, were reiterated in re^lar succession. /An aimost 
constant and unvarying opposition was maintained to all its 
measures, and hardly ever was ther? a substitute proposed for 
any of them*. There was not . the slightest allowance made 
for the unprecedented and convul^d -state of the world. 

And never was there more ardour and energv 'displayed in 
a struggle betwe^ two hostile nations, than the opposition 
numifested in their attacks upon the administration. The 
awful, and lamcfftd^le, and ruinous consequences of this war- 
fere, and its destruction of the vital interests of the nation, 
will fully appear in the sequal. 



CHAPTER X. 



British Orders in Calincilj Mvemher 1793. Enforcemettt cf the 
SuU of 1756. General clamour ^ throughotU the United 

States^ 
As the difficulties and ('angers of our country have sprung 
6om the belligerent invasions of our rights, I shall ^commence 
the consideration ..of them with the British order of 1793. 

At that' period, during the administration of general 
Washington, the following order was issued by the British 
privy council.'— 

«GeonreR. Additional instniction, to all shins of war, pmateera, &c 
"Th^^ey shall stop and detain aU ships laden with g^o<%, the pro- 
duce of any colony belonging to France, or canytng provisions orotho- 
^S fof the use of £id& colonies; and shafl brmg. the same, with 
S^cancoes, to legal' adjucUcation in our courts of admiralty. 
^ ^ • ««By his majesty's coimmand, 

«*Signcd, -Hbhet Duiraxs." 

Nov. 6, 1793. 

This order was a most lawless invasion of our rights, al- 
most unprecedented in extent, and incapable of plcadmg in 
its defence the right of retaliation, so hackmed and worn so 
thread-bare since that period. In a few 'weeks it swept the 
seas of our- commerce. Hunjlreds of oar vessels were cap- 
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tured: and many of our merchants, who had no more Mn^ 
ticipation' of sudT a syBtem, than of an attack on their yessebi 
hj the subjects of the emperor of China, were abBolutely re- 
duced to bankruptcy. The annala of Europe for the preced- 
ing century fiirmsh no measure* more unjustifiable. 

The circumstances Attending it verj* highly ag^TateA 
%e outrage. It was ismied so clandestinely, alid with sach' 
an extraordinanr degree of secrecy, that the first account of 
its existence that reached the London exchange, was con- 
veyed with the details of the captures it authorized and oc- 
casioned. :ind the American' ministeir * at the court of 3t. 
Jam^es was unable to proc\ire a copy of it till the 2S^th. ^ 
December. 

Tins lawless procedure excited universal indienation in the 
United States. . There was a seneral clamour hr war amonr 
all parties. Several very violent measures were 'moved ana 
debated in' Congre^^e — among the rest, the sequestration of all 
British property in the United States, for the purpose of in* 
demnifying our merchants. This,, if \^y mcflnory ao not de- 
ceive me was *brou^t forward by Jonathan Dayton, of New 
Jersey, a leading ^an amOng the federalists. 

While Congress was engaged in debatinc oti various modes 
of procuring redress, the president arrested it in its carreer, 
by the. nomination of Judge Jay as minister extraordinary^ 
to s^ek redress from the British government, t 

This eventuated in the celebrated treaty which bears that 
minister's liame, against whi<lh volumes of denunciatioiis 
were published, by the democrats,' with numt)^les8^oomy 
and terrifying predictions,* on nearly the whole of which, as 
I have already stated, time .has stamped the seal of false 
prophecy. 

From this period till the year .1805, the collisions between . 
the two nation^ were inconsiderable. 

The United States were in a most enviable state of pros- 
perity in the year 1800, 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5. No nation ever . 
enjoyed greater happiness. The trade of the country, and 
particularly its exports had most wonderfully increased. ' 

During* the first DUur years of general Washington's ad- 
ministration, the ^hole yali^ of tlie exports from this country, 
foreign and domestic, was below 100jOOO,000 dollars; whereas 
during the years 1803, 4, 5, and 6, they were.mcNre 
treble that amount. 



1803 

1804 

. 1B05 

IW 


Fo«n«ir. 

, 13,594,000 
36,331,P00 
53,179,000 
60^83,000 


DOKESTSC. 

• 42,206.060 
41,468,000 
43,387,000 
41,253,000 


T0TiJC« 

55,800,000 

77,699,000 

95,566,000 

101,536,000- 




163,287,000 


167,314^000 


330,601,000 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE OLIVE BRANCH, 8S 

The foreign articles were principally the productions of the 
colonies Qf the eaemies of Great BritaH^: ana their amount ex- 
cited her jea)ousy in a.lxigh degree, and led her in the summer 
of 1805, to adopt the rule of the war of 1756, which readered 
illegal anj commerce carried on by a neutral, with the collonies 
of a belligerent, during war, which had not been permitted 
during peace. This rule was carried into operation, witliout any 
previous notice, whereby our vessels and property to an im- 
mense amount were seized — carried into British ports-*-tried 
and condemned. 

A. circumBtance attended this transaction, which greatly ag- 
gravated its injustice. It was in direct hostility with previous 
aecisions of the British courts of admiralty, which had legalized 
in the clearest and most explicit manner, the trade now proscrib- 
ed and subjected to condemnation* 

In order to display the gross impropriety of this procedure 
of the British government, and its utter inconsistency with 
their preceding conduct and decisions, I annex a statement of 
the report of the king's advocate, on an application made to 
him in March, 1801, at the instance of Rufus King, E^q. our 
miaister at the court of St. James's, on certain cases wherein 
this rule of 1756 was attempted to be enforced. 

**lt is now distinctly understood, and has been repeatedly so decided 
'by the high court of appeal, that (Tj^ THE ^ODUCE OF THE COLO- 
*NIE8 Ol-'THE ENEMY MAY BE IMPORTED BY A NEUTRAL INTO 
«WS OWN COUNTRY, AND MAY BE REEXPORTED FROM- THENCE, 
! EVEN TO T'*E MOTHER-COUNTRY OF SUCH COLONY; AND IN 
*LKE MANNER—THE ^PRODUCE AND MANUFACTURES OF THE 

* MOTHER-COUNTRY MAY, IN THIS CIRCUITOUS MODE, LEGALLY 
'FIND THEIR WAY TO THE COLONIES. The direct trade, howerer, 

* between the mother-country and its colonies, has not, I apprehend, been 

* recognized as le^, either by his majesty's government, or by his tribunals. 

**^Whjit is a direct trade,' or what amounts to an intetmediate impor 
' txdon into the neutral countiy, may sometimes be a question of some 
'difficult* A general definition of either, applicable to all cases, cannot well 
*be laid down. The question must depend upon the particular circiun- 
' stances of each ^:ase. Perhaps the mere touching in tlie neutral coun- 

* tiy, to tike fresh clearances; may properly be considered as a fraudulent 

* ension, and is in effisct the direct trade; but the high court of admiralty 
' has expressly decided* ("and I see no reason to expect that the court of 
Appeals will vary the rule) 'that— hindinj^ the goods and paying Ike duties 
'm the neutral countr}-, breaks the continuity of tlie voyage; and is such 
'an impoitatioii as legalises the trade, although the goods be re-shipped into 
'the same vessel, and on account of the same neutral proprietors, and be 
'forwarded for sale to the mother country or the colony." 

*An extract from this report, containing the forego'mg passage, was 
tnnsnitted by the duke of Portland, ma letter of the 30th. March, 1801, 
to the lords commissioners of tlie admiralty. His grace's letter concludes 
tbns: «* In order, therefore, to put a stop to the inconveniences arising fronk 
ikcse erroneous sentences of the vice admiralty courts, I have the honour to 
Bgnify to your lordships the king's pleasure, that a communication of the 
ifectnoe bud down in the said report should be immediately made by your 
l"»dahips to the several judges presiding in them, setting forth what id 
Md to be the law upon the subject by the superior tribunals, for their 
^irture guidance and direction.*'* 

•Letter from Mesars. Monroe and Pinkney to lord Howick,dated Aug. 20, 1806. 

12 
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Th« d^predationl^ kboVstated excited universal indjgilatfon 
throughout the United States. The mercantile part of the c6ni-' 
munity were exasperated to the utmoi^ decree. The adniin- 
istration was stigmatized m equally rc^rdless of ^e honour 
and the intereU of the nati6n,for not resisting these pretensions 
and not procuring redress for the depredations. A recurrence 
to the gazettes of that period wiH show that the federal party 
was then clamorous for Var, if redress could not be procured 
for grievances incQniparab>j \^i than those that finally provo- 
ked the late declaration of war. But it may be said, and witb 
some degree ot trdthf, thdf newspapers are an equivocal crite- 
rion of me public opinion, /fhis I admit. And I shall lay lie- 
fore the reader other- ^nd most unerring proofs of the mercantile^ 
lemper of this period. < 

Meetings of the merchants were held in almost all the com* 
mercial towns and cities in the United States. The subject was 
eloquently discussed^ Strong memorials were agreed upon» arc- 
ing the prelsident and congress to adopt such measures as micnt 
be necessary to procure redress. In these memorials^ which 
were couched in tne most eipphatical languaffe, the pretensions 
of England were treated as not far removed u'om actual pirady*'' 
as opening, a door to the most flagrant frauds lind impositions 
as unworthy ot a great a^d magnanimous people— and as de- 
i*ogat#ry to the reputation and honour of an inaependent nation 
to submit to. Tne admlYiistration was in the most impassioned 
style invoked to resist such prete£^ions| and the memorialists 
generally pledged themselves most sotemnly to support it in the 
attempt. As f shall devote a separate chapter [me 18th:] tx^.the 
considevation of the policy of the mercantile part of the nation, 
I shall hot here inquire bow far these pledges were redeemed. 

These memorials are immensely important in the formation of 
a CDrrect estimate of the policy of our government. ' 1 shdl, 
therefore, make very copious extracts from them. Thejr are 
most precious documents, and present << a round unvarnished 
tale'* of the^ outrages experienced by American commerce, and 
the extravagant pretensions, as well dis the lawless deprnlations^ 
of Great Britain. 



• '< It cannot become the integrity of a great nation, W prey upon ihs iiu- 
protected pi^opetty of a friendly porwer,** 

(Boston Memonalv) 
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txra€t$ J^om the Boston Memorud. Strong Stt^le. British 
pretensions destrtictive of the navigation ^ neutral nations. 
Ihity of the United 8Mes to oppose them. Energetic call 
for adequate measures to protect commerce. 

Ji.HS Boston roerchans, after jglancing .at the vexatious, 
insults and barbarities, suffered from France and Spain, pass 
on to the consideration of the grie9rance^ inflicted bj the JBri- 
tiih. The^ state that, 

' «<Il b their objiect in their present memorial, to confine their animadver- 
"aiomto or5*THE MORE ALARMING, BECAUSE MORE NUMEROUS 
AND EXTENSIVE ]»STENTIONS AND CONDEMNATIONS OF 
AMERICAN VESSELS BY GREAT BRITAIN; and toadrertto the prin- 
ciples recently avowed, and adopted by her courts, relative to neutral trade 
k articles of colonial produce — Principles, whieh, if admitted, or 'practised 
upon 'in aU the ktitude, which may fairly be inferred to be intended, would be 
Q^dettructive to the navisration^ oru^-RADICALLY IMPAIR THJi MOST 
LUCRATIVE COMMERCE OF OUR COUNTRY, Principles that had been 
virtually abandoned subsequently to their first jivowal, e9en dwin^ an 
mterme£ale and inveterate roar, and during the prosecution of a trade 
«AicA M now kUerxHcted and ailed^td to be iOe^l^ but which trade was 
at that time sanctioned by the promulgated Hednons of her courts^ and by 
an official communication fyiTCL one of the highest organs of the very 
gotemment, which is now attempting to destroy it^ arid with its siippres- 
t on to— ANNIHILATE, OR GREATLY DIMINISH THE COMMERCE 
OF NEUTRAL NATIONS. 

•n'here is great cause to apprehend, that the British government means 
to set J»p as a principle, that she has a right to interdict all commerce by 
neutrals, to the ports of her enemies, which ports had not b^en opened 
previoifidy to the commencement of hostilities;— -that if she permits a 
trade wiUi them in any degree, she has ii right to piestribe the limits of 
it; to mvestigate the intention of the parties prosecuting it; and if such 
intent?on be not the actual disposition of the property in the neutral 
country, to consider the merchandize, even after the importation into such 
country, after having been landed therein, >\'arehou8ed, and the duties 
paid on it; a»— on/y in the ttage of a conHnvfid and direct voyage from the 
ctknff to the mother rountry^ or vice veroa; and therefore ille^ and li. 
able to condemnation. 

*ln tome instances your memoralists find— n^w vetteh, on their jSrtt pae- 
•age from the United States to Europe, arreoied, carried out of their couroe, 
ami itnurioueiy detained wider the vexatiotta pretence of a continuity of voy* 
flft from the country or colony of a bdtigerent. In another instance they 
live witnessed a vessel captured and condemned vnder the mott frivohvit 
pretext, when in the prosecution of an acknowledged and permitted trade, 
under clrc4imstar.ce8 which banished every shadow of doubt, as t6 the 
real deatiiation of the veotel^ the identity of the trwnero, or the actual intention 
*fthe parties. 

•These few instances they have thought it needful to notice, m order 
tn demonstrate, that unless the present disposition of the British adinirali 
W courtij,' and navy officers can be counteracted and removed, a widely 
mspcrsed and tmorotected commerce, extending to eveiy region of the 
SSETwiU^ntyS^^ INVITE DEPREDATION, TO BANKRUPT 
WRSE1.VES, AND ENRICH OTHERS, UNTIL SUCH COMMERCE 
Be SWEPT FROM THE FACE OF THE OCEAN, and ka?c nothm^ 
in its stead, but sentiments of hostility and acts of contention. ^ 
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** A tacit submission to pretensions thus lofty and compi-eheiisivc, but 
which vdiir memorialists trust are more of tliem untenable, would, they con- 
ceive, fee— \N ABANJX>NMENT OF RIGHTS OPENL-Y RECOGNIZEI>> 
AND A DEREUCTION OF THE MOST LMPORTANT * COMMERCIAL 
INTEREST OF OUR COUNTRY. 

<♦ Reason, and the most poweifiil considerations of -equity,^ enjoin it as 
^__ADUTYON THE UNITED STATES TO OPPOSE THESE PRETEN- 
SIONS, for circumstanced as these states are, possesnng an immensely ex- 
tended and fertile territory, producing mostly the necessaries of life, 
which, with the merchandize obtained from abroad by the indus- 
try and enterprise of her citizens, she is obliged to barter, or furmsh 
inpayment for importations- of foreign produce or manufactures; — it be- 
hoves her strenuoudy to contend for the right of an open commerce in in- 
nocent articles between other nations thi^ are willing to accord it, and 
herself; for if the right be not both claimed and admitted scarcely any of the 
European power« can in future be engaged in wu^re without making the 
United States; in opposition both to her efforts and wishes^EITHJ^ A 
VICTIM OR PARTY IN THE CONTEST. 

Your memonalists conceive these oretenncns afford constant aonroesof 
collision, continually tending to involve these states in the issue of Euro- 
pean wars, and would oblige the government, oa the occurrence of such 
wars, speedilv to unite with one or other of the parties in order that the 
commerce of tlie country might lawfully avail itself of some degree of secu- 
rity, from the protection which its own force, and that of its allies, could 
aftonl. To this state of things, your memorialists believe it can neither be 
the interest not wish of tbe British government to reduce our country. 

** The moat tenacious advocates for the rights of belligerents admit, that 
during war, neutrals have a right to enjoy in the utfnost latitude, the trade 
to which tlicy had been accustomed in times of peace. Now if the bellige- 
rent has the right to blockade an extended sea coast, and to— ercft«fe 
nnUriils fnm, ferhap8,ffty different porta^ Cm was the ease xtnth tite French 
ports in the channel durinjr the last tooTfJ how can the neutral enjoy his 
usual peace tttide m its greatest latitude, unless this deprivation is baU 
lanced by another iratle, wnich is opened to him during the war? — As to 
tlie inquisitorial right of search into the ownership of neutral property 
get up by Great Britain; and the doctrine appended to it, that a neutral 
i iporcer shall not a^n export his goods, but that they shall be first 
alienated aud px<wcd into the possession of others^your memorialists^ be- 
lieve tliem to be UNSOUND IN POINT OP PRINCIPLE, OFFENSl\'E 
IN PHACTICF^ AND NUGATORY IN EFFECT. 

**Y()ur memorialists would with reluctance believe that the sacred tribu- 
n;:1s of justice have become subservient- to motives of political expedien- 
cy, more especially in a nation whose judicial proceedings have frequently 
deserved and commanded the respect of all civilized countries. Yet they 
know not easilv how to reconcile on any other grounds, the contradictory 
proceedijigs of the British admirality courts, during tlie last and present 
var. 

«*At any rate, whether the doctrine were sounder not, or whether it injur- 
ed (ireiit Britain or not, it cannot become the integrity and mag^nanimity of 
a great and powerful nation, at once, and without notice, to reverse her 
rule of romluct towards other states, and— TO PREY UPON THE UN- 
l'i{OTi:(:TEl) PROPERTY OF A FRIENDLY POWER, the extension of 
whose cuL.mcrce had been invited by the formal avowel of her intentions, 
and prosecuted, under a reliance on her good faith, and from the confix 
dence reposed, that her courts, uniform to their principles, would never be 
influenced by the liuie-scrving politics of the monient 

*»In ail events, fully relying that the subject of our differences with Great 
Britain vn ill receive the due consideration of ^vemmentf and that such mea- 
aiies will in consequence hcpnmptly adopted, as wiU tend to DISEBIBARRASS 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE OLIVE Branch. 97 

OUR COMMERCE— A8SBRT OUR RIGHTS— AXD SUPPORT THR 
WGNITY OF THE UNITED STATES. 

<< Xour memorialisfe^ have tbe honoui' to remain, in behalf of their oonsti' 
tuent^od themselves, most respectfully, 

James lAoyd, jiU). John Coffin Jones, 

Qavid Green, George Cabot, 

Arnold Welles, Thomas H. Perkidii. 
David Sears, 

JBosfon, Jan. 20, 1806. 

To this memorial I reauest thjc particular . attention 9F the 
reader. It was the act 01 the merchants of Boston in general. 
The seven gentlemen whose signatures are subscribed, were 
merely a con^mittee to represent the' mercantile corps. No man 
can pretend to form a correct opinion on the conduct of the two 
parties that divide the. nation^ without being fiillj possessed of 
the tenor of this and the other similar documents. ' Besides the 
contents, t wish two of the signatures to be most particularly ad- 
verted to. They are those of George €abot and James Lloyd, 
jun. who have both acted consf^cuous parts in the recent affairs 
of the United States. The former . gentleman was a member of 
the convention at Itartforil, whose professed object was to form 
^me association among the commercial states for the ^'protection 
of convmeree^^ against the hostility df government. 

These gentlemen explicitly state, that unless ''the present die- 
posiHoUy^^ that is, the disposition in 1805, (for as the remon- 
strance was drafted in January, 1806, it must refer to the pro- 
ceedings of the preceding year.)* 

*• If the British admiralty courts,* and navy officers can be counteracted 
and removed, a -widely t&spersed and unprotected commerce, extending t9 everv 
region of the globey will only serve to invite depredation, to bakkk¥pt oub.- 
•EI.V1S, Jksn BXBicH OTHERS, Until such commerce be swept from the fece 
of the ocean.** 

They further state, that 

^*A(acii fubimsdm to pretenHoiis thus lofty, vftdd be an abandonmeni of 
right9 openly recogjuxed^ and a nsnEUCTiox of ths host iMfOHTJLsrt cox- 

KKBCIAL IHTKBMTS Of OUR •OUirrRY." 

And they add— 

''Reason and the most powerful considerations of equity ei^join it as o 
fitOy on tf^ United Statea to oppose these pretendona** 

And that 

Thene pretennont are ** unsound in point of prtTtciple, ojfmsvoe in practice^ tmif 
-nugatory in ejfect** 

And to cap the climax, they explicitly charge Great Britain^ 
with something not far from piracy, or 
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^PREYING UPON THE UlfPROTECTED PROPEBTY OF A 
FRIENDLY POWER." 

They and thoir friends then call upon the government 

^'Promp^ to aidoptsuch measures as might duembarrase our commax€^m^ 
Maeri our right9-'-and ntppori the iU^nUy of the United State*.** 

This can, so strone and ho solemn, implifsd vdth equal stre'n^ 
and solemnity a pledge of support. It behoves these gen^e- 
men and their, fund who are now, for that purpose, called 
on jM^liclj in the face of their country, to point out any one 
instance in which* they lent their ajd to the government in 
the pursuit of redress, or redeemed the solemn pledge they 
held out to t heir country and to the world* 



CHAPTER XII. 



Extracts from Mw-Fork Mevitarial. Equally explicit an4 
pointed ttdth that from Boston. The pretensions of Great 
Britain a vioUUion of the law of Tiations. \i strong and 
^ peremptory caU for resistance vn the part of the govern- 
ment. Solemn pledge of support. Long and re^ectaUe 
list pf sign^^, 

**They have been suddenly confounded by unexpected intelligence of 
the arrettation on the high teas, of a large portion of their property, "which had 
hpen embarked loMi the moot unsuspecting cfffifidence. The feelmgs of your 
memorialists are not only excited by the losses which they have actua% sua- 
tained, in consecjuence- of a measure, insusceptible of previous calculation, 
but; also, from the state of uncertainty in wnich they arc placed \rith re- 
* spect to future commercial operations. 

*^atbe recent dedsion, which prohibits an importer of colonial produce 
from exporting it to Europe they perceive v*»th c<mcem, — either a nnga- 
tortf arti vexaltoui regvUxUonr—or a medUaied blprw at -what they deem an m- 
fofiteatable and valuable right. 

*<If the arrival of any ship in the country to which it belongs; the landing 
df the cargo; the inspection of the custom house; the payment or securi^ 
of duties, do not terminate a voyage, then We confess our ignorance on a 
point, which, never havin|^ been b^ore questioned, has been assumed bj 
us as an acknowledged truth. If the entry for r importation; the embarkation 
of merchandize, the re-inspection of the custom house; the bond for secu- 
ring a delivery in a foreign country; and a public clearance, do not indicate 
the commenc^gient of a nejr voyage — ^then we are yet to Icwn the mean- 
ing of the expression. ^ 

"But these embangm^oit^ though perplcxmg and vexatious, are not 
those which {mncipiuly occamon oursoUcitud^; we are compelled to cop- 
aider the late d^udnons^ of the British tribunals as prelimmary steps—- 
towards a system ofeontrolSig the importations mui exportations of colonial prodttc] 
ihns, and thereby— ANNIHILATING THE MOST LUCRATIVE BRANCH- 
ES OP OUR COMMERCE. If we owed this trade solely to the favour of 
Great Britain, still we might, ask what urgent motive, what imperious necessi- 
%r, required that the fkvour should be resuined «t a perisd -when mtr rommer^ 
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rfn-eadbver the oceath iuid ^^^en a change so essential Toight deftrq^ its •ear- 
rity, and subject us to incalculable losses. We deny, however;4hat the rights 
of commerce^as claimed by us, are to be deemed fayours; on the contrarf 
if the law of nations i^ other than a tempoiaiy rale, prescribed by an ar- 
bitrary, wiU and enforced by power, then we appeal to its most universal and 
inviobLble principle incw defence. This prinaple is, that— the goodp of a 
neutral, consistingof articles ^otcontniband of war, in a neutral vessel em- 
ployed' in a direct trade between neutral countries and ports of a belligeient 
iountiT, not invented or blockaded, are protected 

•*Wnatever theoretical opinions may heretofore have been advanced, there 
h^ eidsted no such practical rule, [as that of 1756] which, under the un- 
paralleled circumstances of the present war,— MUST INFALLIBLY DES- 
TROY THE COMMERCE OF THIS COUNTRY, 

** IVith these preliminary fa<^ in view, we request peimission |to .detui 
scyme of the most important consequences of the assumed rule, that neutrab 
may be restrained in time of war to their accustomed trade in time of peace. 
The injustice of such a rule, in relation to the United States, will be most 
manifest; the in<£v^uak employed in commerce would not alone be affect- 
ed; aD the internal relations of our country would be disturb^:— the in- 
terests of those districts which art most remote from qiuf principal ports, 
would, in proportion to their dependence on foreign supplies, be most se- 
verely dej»essed. 

**If Great Britain permits commerce between her subjects and the coh>- 
nics of her enemies, may we not, with the consent of those colonies, partici- 
Mte in the same commerce? If our commerce with the enemies of Great 
Britain may now be confined to the s}stem establisbtd in time of peace,' 
m^y we not apprehend that the principle will be retaliate d in respect to our 
commerce with the colonies of Great Britain? In that ca^e, — ^WHAT CAN 
ENSUE BUT W AI^ PILLAGE AND DEVASTATION? 

*' These are not imaginary suppo^tions. They illustrate the most im- 
portant principles of our commerce. They evinccthe neccsfflty of a circui- 
tous trade, to enable us to,^ realize the greU value of exports of our own 
native productions, by which; alone, we acquire the power to liquidate the 
balance against us, in our commerce with Great Britain: they demonblrate, 
that— the positioti against which we contend, is not a ruT*; 6f the^ law of na- 
tions.— THE LAW OF NATIONS ORDAIN^ NO RULE, WHICH IS UNE- 
QUAL AND UNJUST. 

** It is, however, ^ith much surprise, that we have reqentiy discovered that 
the very circumstances imou which ou» hopes of security were reposed have 
been urged as arguments to justify an invasion of our rights; and that 
-JIAVmaTOTALLY SUPPRESSED THE EXTERNAL COMMERCE OF 
HER ENEMIES, GREAT BRITAIN IS NOW COUNSELLED TO APPRO- 
PRIATE TO HERSELF THAT OF HER FRIFJNDS. 

•< Surely the security of neutral rights ought not to dimiiush, as their va- 
hie is augmented Surely a- maritime preponderancy which eriblc^ its pos- 
sessor to blockade any of the ports of its enemies, conveys no just lltle to a^ 
monc^>oly of the commerce of the world. 

^ In the list of our complaints we cannot fori>ear to enumerate the huihilUt- 
ing and oppressive conduct 'of ships of war in the vicinity of our coasts and 
ha4>ouis. We respect the principle and emulate the conduct of Great Britain, 
in regard to* her own jurisdiction: and — ^we wish merely to darm for ourselv^^ 
th€ same measure of justice, which she exacts ^m- others. 

** This view of the subject, while it excites our anxiety, furnishes, ijso, * 
resource for ourliopes. We wish only for justice: ami believlfig that a corn- 
■lercial nation which disregards justice, thereby undermines tlie citadel of her 
fower; we rely on the effect of mutusa interest^, and wishes in promoting a 
cordial explanation and fair adhistment of every cause of misunderstanding 
in particular — ^we rely on the government of our country THAT OUK 
mGHTS WUX NOT BE ABANDONHD, and that— NO ARGUMENT 
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iN PAVOUB OF AN USURPATION WILL EVER BE DERIVED FROSX 
OUR ACQUIESCENCE. 

I **Yoxjr meinorialisU conclude with remarking, that they deem the present 
situation of public affairs to be peculiarly critical and perilous; an^— such 
as requires all the prudence, the wisdom, and the enew;y of the government, 
—SUPPORTED BY THE CO-OPERATION OF ALL GOOD CITIZENS. 
By mutual exertions, umlerthe beni^ influence of providence upon tbi^ 
mtherto favoured nation, we hope the cloud/ which threaten to obscure 
its prosperity may be dispeUed. AATD WE PLEDGE OUR UJSTITED 
SUPPORTS FAVOUR OF ALL TBE MEASURES ADOPTED TO 
riJ^DlCATE AJ^D SECUJtE THE JUST MIOBTS OFOU^ COUJ^- 
^TRT, 
JVtfw-irof*, Dec, 28, 1805. 

Siig:ned on behalf of the merchants, by 

John Brome, chairman Elisha Coit ^ 

Oliver Wolcott John A Murray 

JohnFrankUn LefTcrt Lefferts 

Isaac Lawrence ' Samuel A. Laurenci 

• Thomas Carpenter Robert Lenox 

John Taylor John Murray 

Henry J. Wyckoff Geoi^ Grisworld 

6eorge M. Woolse/ Henry Post 

David M. Clarkson John R. Livingston 

Goelet Hoyt William Henderson 

Danid Ludlow Archibald Gracie 

Samuel Russ^l Benjamin G. Mintum 

James Arden WUliam Bayard 

William Lovet , Guli%n Ludlow 

Edmond Seaman Eben. Stevens 

James Maxwell Renselaer Havens 

Benj, Bailey Peter Shermerhorn 

Thomas Fanner William W. Woolsc](>' 

W. Edgar James Soott 

Wynant Van Zandt John P. Mumfbrd 

Charles Wright Charles M'Evers jun. 

John De Peysser John Kane. 

J. Clason John Clendining 

Wm. Clarkson Wm. Codman. 

J<ftin B. Coles 



CHAPTER XIII. 

Mxtractsfrom the Mmcrialofthe Merchant of Philadelphuh 

X PROCEED to state the sintiinents of the merchants 
^f the great city of PhiladelDhia, on this invasion of their rights 
and those of the nation. We. shall see that thej felt the same 
Sense of the injustice of the^e measures, widi their In^thren of 
Boston and New-York—- madie the same Arong requisition for pro- 
tection — and gave an equal pledge of full support. They state 
{hat a submission to these claims of Great Britain, ^ would pro^ 
duce the ruinofindimduals-^he destruction of iheit commeru^ 
tnd the degradation qf their country.^* 
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I'd prerent these mightj etila, they required the interferencci 
of the goyemment, whicn, at their requisitioD) did interfere. We 
bhall see the insult 

•* A jealousy of our enterprise and prosperity fais excited a design of 
checking the commercial growth of our c.ountiy, the frgit of which has been 
an attempt to innovate upon ancient and approved principles, and introduce 
unheard-of articles and provisions unto the code (^public law. 

"It becomes youriocmorialists to state, 'that the pri^ssure of the^ evils 
has greatly increased, and that others, of even superior magnitude, havd 
arisen, which assun>e a moit alarming- and distressmg form. - What wer6 
considered as irregularities, insusceptible of prevention, have, by continu- 
ance and success, stren^hened into regular and systematic plunder. What 
were regardejd as mischiefs incident to a state ot war, temporary though not 
remediless, are vindicated .upon the ground of right; and their practice is 
reiterated under the authorft^ of government, and receives the solemn sanc- 
tion of the law. 

"They moreover foresee, in the prevalence of the principles, and the con- 
tinuance of the practices alluded to, nothing bvit TgK m iir of iixmyiDVAiM 

THB DtrrSUCTtOIf OF TttElB Cb]lM£AC£, AJTn TItB DEGKAlDATION OT THZIR COUK- 

xki. 

Could the judgment,or even the charity of your memorialists,sce in the new 
doCbines c>f the British court, nothing but the revival and enforcement of 
an ancient and established principle, which friendship had relaxed, or favour 
permitted to slumber, theymiffht regret the depaJ-tcd good, but could hn- 
pute no injustice to the hand tliat withdrew it They are struck; however* 
with Ac novelty of tliese doctrines; — their unequivocal hosUhty to neutral 
interests and rightsf— their inconsistency with former declarations of their 
ministry, and dcoiflions of their courts; wkI with the extraordinary time and 
manner of their annunciation. 

** That policy, not justice — that interest, not fair and admitted precedent, 
have given birth to the principle, tliat neutrals should be restricted to thd 
same commerce with a nelligerent, which was allowed to them by that pow* 
er in time of peace, is conceived by your memrriahsts to be true. Incom- 
patible with the general freedom* of neutral commerce, this rule has tlie 
sanction of no common observance by . civilized nations, and Cannot bear that 
fidtbful test which every fair and righteoua principle of the law of nations 
win abide. 

•*The flfect of this novel principle upon neutral interests is of the most se- 
riooB and alarming character^— It gobs t^ Nomnie short op tub dbrtrtjc- 
twm OFjrEimLii..coMMSRCE; and from the well known neutral situation and 
character of the United States, to nothing ahoft of inflicting a most deep 
tod deadly wound upon their trade. 

"^ut ) our memorialists cannot but consider, that^ this principle las not the 
wei^ of a consistent and uniform support by the ^vemment which pro^ 
feites to uphold it. In 1801, the declaraiions of' its ministry and the decision^ 
of its courts, were uneauivocally, "that thepitKlute of the colonies ofth» 
enemy may 'be importea by a neutifd into his own country, and be re-ex- 
ported from thence, even to the mother country, of such colony;*' and 
tin; ** that landing the |poods and paying the duties in the neutral country^ 
breaks the continuity of the voyage, and in such an importation as legalises 
the trade, although the flpoods be re-shipped in the same vessels, and on ac- 
count of the same neutnd proprietors, and forwardedfor sale to the mother 
tountiy.'* In 1805, it is decided, that landing ^nd paying the duties does • 
•ot break the contirmity of the voyage; and that the course of trade pointed ^ 
^ t^jtfie neutral four years before, as legal and safe, is now unsatisTactoiy 
is the belligerent, and ATrKfnsD i2itauibi.t with covnscATioir. What clear 
M immutable principle of the law of nations, can that be, your memoriaitsts 
^^ould ask, which is supported by the hi^ court of admiralty, and avowed bv 
thennnistry in 1802, and which is prostrated by the mmistry and tlie higft 
court of ^peals in 1805? — Such a principle must be considered as rather 
l*rtakmr of the shifting character ^^convenience, than of ttnt of penmncKt 
iglKtand6Btaa»fiabed Uw. 13 
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*< The time and manner of announcing^ it accord with the principle it«e]£ 
At a moment vrtien mercantile enterprise, confiding in the explanations on 
this point givcnby the British ministry to oor ambassadoiv w&s strained to 
the utmost, a nc,w decision of the court of appeals is announced,.' and— EITB- 
RYS.\n. IS STRETCHED TO COLLECT THE UNWARY AMRRICAJJS, 
WHO ARE L^'SUSPECrnNGLY CONFIDING IN \\TIAT WAS THE 
LAW OF NATIONS. ^ ' 

"In the principles they have here Aibmitted to.vour' consideratron^ they 
feel all the confidence of* justice, and all the tenaci^ of truth.— T« ^urreiu 
deriftem^ they conceivCf -tooidd derd^afe fr&m thenaUcnal character and iyidepat- 
dence of tlte United States. From thejurticfi of government they hope for their 
avowal; from the spirit of government they hope fir their defence; and from the 
blesoings •©/ heaven they hope for^ heir estabhshmeiit, 

"As citizens, — thetf claim protectiou; %nd they conceive that the claim i» 
enforced by the considei^tion, that from their mdustry «nd enterprise is col- 
lected ?i revenue which no nation has been abfe to equals without a corr s- 
pondent expense for the protection of the means. 

« To preser\e pe^e with all nations, is admitted, without reserve, to be 
both the interest and the policy of the United States. They therefore pre- . 
sume to suggest, that every measure, not inconsistent with the honour of 
the nation, ^v which the g^at objects of redress and security mav be at- 
tained, slio^ild first be used. IF SUCH MEASURES PROVE INEFFEC- 
TUAI^— WHATE\T.R MAY BE THE SACRIFICE ONXHiEIR PART, IT 
UTLL BE MET WITH SUBMISSION. But whatever measures may he 
pursued by their government, your memorialists express the^firnjesl faith, that 
cvety caution w ill be used to preserve privat^ property and mercantile credit 
from violAtion." • 

Thos. Fitzslmons, chainnan, 

John Craig, Abraham Kintzing, 

W. Sims, Philip Nicklin, 

Robert, Ralston, Thomas Allibone, 

James Yard, George Latimer, 

Jacob Gerard Koch, Chandler Price, 

'i'homas \V. Francis, L. ClapierJ 

Tliomas English, I>aniel W. Coxe, 



Joseph S. Lewis, Robert Wain, 

Wiliiain Motgomery, Manuel Eyre, 



,^, ,. , R. E. Hobcrt,icc. 

I he precedinff list embraces decided men of both the hostile 
paitics, and of various natieins— Americam, Enelish* Irish, 
French and Dutch. 6 > 



CHAPTER XIV. 

ExtracUfrom ike, Baltimore Memorial. 

L HE memorial of the merchants of 3altimore is m^re dif- 
fuse and argumentative, than any of the preceding. It is a most 
masterly composition, and may be regarded as k complete and 
unanswerable defence of neutral rights against belligerent nreten- 
bions and encroachments. Its maxims ought to be committed te 
memory by every statesman, in all countnes whose interest it is 
to preserve a neutral situation. 
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««t wouM not be desired that t|io state of things which j^reat Britaia 
hMd herself prescribed, and which use and habit had rendered familiar and 
intelligible to all, should be disturbed by oppre^ve innovations; far less 
that these •innoTations should by— « tyranmcal retrospectum, be made to 
justify— rA« seizure and c&fifitcMim of their frroperiy, coxa(i\iited to the higii 
seas, un<ler the protection of the existing; rule, md-^withoia -warning of 
the intended change. In this their just hope, your memorialists have been 
^tally disappointed.— THEIR VESSELS AND EFFECTS TO A LARGE 
JLMOUNT; HAV£ LATELY 3EEN CAPTURED BY THE COMMIS- 
SIOKED CRUlSfeR^ OF GI^AT BRITAIN, ijpon the foundation of— 
NEW PRINCIPLES, SUDDENLY INVENTED, and applied to this ha- 
bitual trafic; ami suggest d and promulgated for the first time, by sentences 
of condenmation by which — unavoidable ignorance haa been conaidei'ed as 
critmnal, and AN HONOURABLE CONFIDENCE IN THE JUSTICE 
OP A FRIENDLY NATUJ^, PURSUED WITH PENALTY AND FOR- 
rErfURB. 

**Your memoiialists are in do situation to state the precise nature of 
the rules to which their most important interests have been thus sacri- 
ficed: and it is not the least of their complaints ag^nst them, that thei/ 
are tewfefined and undefimibU; eqwvocal in their foi-m, and the JU instru- 
Clients of oppression, by reason of their ambiguity. 

*^OMT memorialifts will not here stop to enquire . upon what ground of 
Uv or reason the same act* is held to be legal, when commenced with otjc 
intention, suid illegal when undertaken with ^mother. But tlicy object, in 
the strongest tcims, against this i}ew criterion of leguUty, because of its 
inevit«ble tendency to injiuitice; because of its peculiar capacity to em- 
barrass with seizure; and ruin, with confiscation, the whole of our trade 
with Europe in the surplus .of our colonial importations. 

**Ifthe corisequcncesof that traffic were not mtendcd to be serious, ai»d 
extensive, and permanent; your. roeraoHalists search in vain for a motive, 
by which a state, in amity with our own, and moreover connected with it 
by the ties of common interest, to which many considerations, seem to ^ye 
peculiar strength, has been induced to indulge in. a paroxism of capricious 
aggression upon oiu* rirhte, by whi(^ it dishonours itself, without prompt- 
ing any of tnose great mterests for which an enlightened nation may fairly 
be solicitous, and which only ^ steady regard to justice can ultimately se- 
cure. When we see the powerful 3^te, in possession of a comlnerce, of 
which the world affords no examples,- i^endeavourin^ to interpolate into the 
hws of nations casuistical niceties and wayward distinctions, which forbid 
a citizen of another independent commercial country to ^xport frwm thai 
country what unquestionably belongs to him, only because he imported it 
himjelf, and yet allow him to seUarirfit of exporting it to aiiotlier which 
prohibit an end, because it arises out ox one intention, but peniit it when it 
*mes out of two;— which dividing an act into stages, search into ttie mmd 
for a correspondent division of it in the contemplation of its autlior, aUd 
determine its innocence or criminality accordingly; which, not denynig that 
the property acquired in an unauthorized traffic by neutral nations from 
belligerents, may become incorporated into the national slock, and, wnder 
the alieitcr of its neutral cliaracter, tlms superinduced, and still preserv- 
ed, be afterwards transported to every quarter of the ^lobc, reject 
the only epoch, which can distinctly mark the incorporatioii, and pomt 
out none other in its place;— which propoanr to fix with accuracy and pre- 
cision, the line of demarcation, beyond which neutrals are trespassers upon 
the wide domain of belligerent rights, involve every thing in darkness 
ftnd confusion;— ^Aere can bebiU one opinion as to the purpose wWcA aU this is to 

accompUsh, •.»■•!. 

QCj^'/V the loss and damage tohich capture 'brtn^s abng roUh it, Bnt^ 
cvurts of prize gram no adequate indemnity. Redress to any extent is diffi- 
quK — to a competent extent impossible. And evfcn the costs which an uu- 
quitious seizure compels a neutral merchant to incur, in the defence ot hw 
related rights, before their owa tribunals, are seldom decreed, and never paid. 
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«The reasons upon which Great Britain assumes to herself a right to ^ 
terdict to the independent nations of the earth, a commercial interceur^e 
wjth the colonies of her enemies (out of the relaxation of which pretend- 
cd nght has arisen the distinction in her courts, between the Americaa 
trade from the colonies to the United States, and from the same colonies to 
Europe,) will, we i^ cojifidendy persuaded, B^ REPBLLED WITH 
FIRMNESS AND EFFECT BY OUR GOVERNMENT. 

** She forbids us from tnuispo^ting in our vessel, as in peace we could, the 
property* of her enemies; enforces a^nst us a rieorous list of contrabaad; 
dams up the great channels of our ordinaiy trade; Ar^dges, trammels, and ob- 
structs what she permits us to prosecute; and then refers us to our ac- 
customed trafic in time of peace for the criterion of bur commercial 
rights^ IN ORDER To JUSTIFY THE CONSUMMATION OF THAT RU- 
IN, WITH WHICH OUR I4AWFUL COMMERCE IS MENACED BY HEB 
.MAXIMS AND HER CONI>UCT. . ' ' - . 

**This |)rinpiph5p therefore, cannot be a sound on^ It wants imifoimity 
and consistency; is partial, unequal, and delusive. It makes e^eiy thing 
bend to the righu of war; while it affects to look back to, and to recog- 
^}^9 the state of things in peace, as the foundation and tlie measure of the 
rights of neutrals. Professing to respect the established and habitual trade 
of the nations at peace, it affords no shadow of security for any p?iTt of 
it Professing^ to be an equitable standard for the ascertainment of neitral 
rights, it deprives them of all body and substance, and leaves, them only 
a plausible, and unreal appearance of magnitude and importance- It defi^ 
vera them over, in a vord, to the mercy of the states at war, as objects ol 
legitimate hostility; and while it seems to define, does -in fact extinguiah 
them. Such is the faithful picture of the theory and practical operations 
of this doctrine. 

" The pernicious qualities of this doctrine are enhanced and aggravated, 
as from its nahire might be expected, by the fact that'-GJREJiT BRl^ 
TAV^ GIVES M>jfOTICE OP THE TIME WHEJ^^ OR THE ClB- 
CUMST.iJ^dESLYWinCH^^E ME^V^TS TO APPLY, JLYB ^JV-* 
FORC^ "r Her orders of the 6th. November, 1793, by which the seas 
were swt^,t of oui* vessels and effects, were, for the first time, announced 
by the ships of waft-, and ptivateers,by jvhich they were carried mto execution^ 
f'Thelate decisions qfher courts, which ai« in the true spirit erf this 
doctrine, and are calculated to restore it in practice, to that high, tone of 
severity, which milder decisions had almost concealed from the worid, 
«arne upon us by surprise; and tlte captures, of which the Dutch com- 
pfained, in the seven years* war preceded by no- warning. THU&IS 
TaiS PIUNCIPLE MOST BAPACIOUS AND OPPttfeSSIVE IN AIX ITS 
BEAKIXGS. Harsh and mysterious in itself, it has always been, and ever 
must be, used to betray neutral merchants into a trade, supposed to be law- 
ful, and "then to give tliem up to pillage, and to ruih.^ ^ 

" But there can be no securitjr — wh'de a malignant apd deceitful princi- 
ple like this hangs over us. It is just what the belligerent <;l^ooses to make 
it, — lurking, un&een, and unfelt, or visible, active and noxious. It may come 
abroad when least expected: and the moment of confidence may be the mo* 
ment of destruction. 

It may sleep for a time; but no man knows* when it is to awake, to shed 
its baleful iniiueuce upon the commerce of the worid. It clothes itself, 
from season to season, in what may be called relaxations; but again, with* 
out aay previous intimation to the deluded citizens of the neutral powers, 
these relaxations are suddenly laid aside, either in the whole, or m part, 
and, the worit of confiscation commences. Nearly ten months of the late- 
war had elapsed before it annbunced itself at all: and, when it did so, it wa^ 
in its moat formidable shape, and in its fallest power and expansion. 

" Your memorialists feel themselves bound to state that, according to au- 
thentic information lately received^ the government of Great Britain doev 
^t thw moment,— ^ant licentet to neutral vessels takineiin a proportiim of 
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e,to proceed on trading Toya|res»to the colonies of Spain, 
L which she would exclude Us; upon the Condition, that the letum 
came* shall be carried to Great Britain, to swell the gmns of her merchants, 
una to give "her a monopoly of the commerce of the worlds This great 
beOigerent right, then upon which so much has been supposed^ depend, 
anks into an article of barter. It is used, not as a hostile mstrument wield. 
ed b^ a warlike state, bjr which her enemies are to be wounded, or their 
colonies subdued, but as the selfish means of .commercial afgrandisenienL 
lor the impoverishment and ruin of lier friends; as an engine by which 
Great Britain is to be lifted up to a vast height of prosperity, and the tru^c 
of neutrals crippled, and crushed, aiid destroyed. Such acts are a most in- 
telligible con nentary uporr the principle in que^tloB. They shew that 
It is a hollow and fidlacioiis prindple, susceptable of the worst abuse andL 
incapable of a. just and honourable application. They shew that in the 
faanas of a g^reat maritime state, it is not, in itt ostensible charactar a 
weapon of hostility, that is prized; put rathier m one of the meant of eitakluhm- 
ing' an unbounded monopoly, by wliich every enterprize calculated lo pro- 
mote national wealth and power, shall be made to begin and end m Great 
Bntiin alone. Such acts may well be considered as pronouncing the con- 
demnation of tlie principle against which we contend, as withdrawing ' from 
It the on^pretttx^ upon which it is posnble to rest it — Great Britam does 
iiot preteiia that this principle has any warrant in the opinion of writers on 
imbbc law. She does not pretend, and. cannot pretend,, that it derives any 
counienance from the conduct of other nations. She is confenedly solUtiry 
in the lue "of this tnvenHwi by vkich CAPACITY IS dYSTBM ATIZED, and 
A WATB OF NBtJTRAUTY AND WAR ARE MADE SUBSTANCIAU 
JSY THE SAME, la this absence of all other authority, her courts have made 
sn appeal to l^er own early example, for the justification of her own recent 
practice. Tqur meihorCalists join in that appeal as afibrding the most con- 
clusive and Ai Jioritative reprobation of the practice, which it is intended to 
support by it. 

**vlj*l'he solemn renunciation of the ppnoiplein question, in the &ce of 
6ie whole worid, by her highest tributial in matters of prize, reiterated in 
a successioa of decrees down to the year 17 S6, and afterwards, is powerful- 
ly confirined by the acquiescence of Great Britain, during the first,, most 
important, and active period of the late waf, in the free and unlimited pro- 
Mcution, by pentrals, of the whole colony trade of France. She did indeed 
at last, prohibit that trade, by an instruction,~CNPR^EDENTED IN 
THEANXALS OF iVCAR.ATI>fE DEPREDATIOSTS! but the revival of her 
discarded rOle wa»-«-characterised with such circumstances of iniquity and 
violence, as lather to heighten, b^ the effect of contrast, .the veneration of 
mankiiKl for the past justice of her tribunals. The world has not fin^g^en 
the instruction to which we allude, or the enormities by which its true char- 
acter was developed. Produced irt mysteiy, at- a moment when universal 
confidence in the integ^ty of her government hkd brought upon the ocean, 
• prey of vast value and importance; ^sent abroad to the different naval 
stations with such studied secrj^c^ that— it would ahnost seem to have been 
intended to make an experiment,— HOW FAR LAW AND HONOUR 
CX>ULD BE OUTRAGED BY A NATION- PROVERBIAL FOR RESPECT- 
ING BOTH— the heiakb- by whom it was first announced were the com. 
manders of her commissioned cruisers, who at the same instant carried it into 
effect, with every circumstance of amavation, if of such an act; there can 
be an aggravation. Upon' such cohcEict tUere was but one sentiment It 
was coDctemned by reason and justice. It was condemned by that law which 
flow* from, and is founded upon them. IT WAS CONDEMNED AND 
WILL FOREVER CONTINUE TO BE CONDEMNED BY THE UNI. 
VBBSAL VOICE OF THE CIVIUZED WORLD." 

Thomas Tenant, . Henry fayson, Benj. WilUioiis, 

John DonneU ' Wilham Wilson, Wm. Lormaii^ 

Luke Tieman, T Swan, ' Wm. Tj^lor, 

Thos. HoUingsworth, Joseph Steret, Robert Wa^^ 
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Geoi^ Stiles, . * Stewart BrowD> James Calhoun, 

J. A. Buchanan, John Collins, Samuel Steret, . '^ 

Aletr, M«Kim, David Stewart, Hugii Thompson, 

Wm*. Patterson, Mark Prinrfe, Samuel Taylor* 
John Sheriock, • John Stricter, 
Btfidmore, Jan, 21- 1806. 

This list, like thai signed to the PhiUdelphia memorial 

embraced federalists and democrats indiscriminateiy-^as well 

as citizens of yarious nations. ^ . 

CHAPTER XV. 

I 

ifiTewhaven. Ihcisive call for resistence. UnlimUed pledge of 
support. — Extracts from Memorial of Merchants of Muo- 
buryfimi. Belianee dn wisdom^ firm^tess and justice of ihs 
governments 

Retracts from the J^6monaI of the Chmmber »f commerce ofM-whttoetu 

«Yoiir memorialists cannot behold without surprise and regret, — apowet^ 

fid and retjyectabfe .nation, bending ihe^prit'dpIeBofjheconmumiav ofnotioma^ 

to amvfer poUtiSal purpose, and nOroducinga verUUik poMcif into the oolenm. 

adjudicatifrnt of her courts. — V^'% hou> It to be •(XTBjmtEi.T ihvortavt tilas* 

iJUL TTATIOirS SHOCI.D COMJStlnt ABAJUSST 817 W n^lCOVATIONB UPOKfTRSIB BICHTS;; 

and — m partiadar that the U^dted ' Statei, -otkose geogrc^cal ponUon give* 
them the best chance of mmrUcunhtg neutraUty^ di^ri^ng vars m Europe, 

■iiOUX» FlB]fI.T BkSIVr KTERT XNCBOACmi^afT UPQX >CliC RIGHTS OF VRUTBJkl. 
COMIOACB. • ' y * 

**Vrith thesc' impressions of the •necessity of'—meatiures for defending ottr 
commercial righUy which shall he firm hm temperate-*, and bold, yet niaric- 
ed with a' ^irit of conciliation, your meiporialists- cordially unite with 
their fellow citizens oT other commercial towil»» in, expressine their senti- 
ments freely to the legislative and executive* authorities of their coun- 
try with assurances of their disposition to hvvb aii> and support to etr- 

Br jrKASURB of Cl6TBRirMSST CALCULATED TO AC^QXPUftU TU» La|70RTA2rr 
OBJRCT." 

Signed hy order, 

HENRY DAGGET, 

ft-esident tif the chamber of commerce ' 
J\renchmxn, Feb, 7, 1805. 

x. 

Extracts from, the Memorial of the Merchants of *S erofbwrupore, 
" In many cases our vessels and cargoes have been captured^ tried %sya. 
condemned in courts of law, — trader unvsunland alm-mmg pretences, -which 
if perrmfted to eontimtc, thr1iat£X tAp rulb? of our commkrcial- nrrEBxvKf. 
•'Ct/^o far from obtaining redress ci' our grievances by the ordinary modes 
and processes of law, we hate in most cases been subject to heavy costs, 
and suffered embarrassing^ and distressing detention of property, evea whcr& 
no pretence eoiild be ^nd to authorise the seizure of it. 

•'Having sustained these looses and injuries — in the prosecution of our 
lawful commerce, and in the exercise of our just rights, we rely with con- 
fidence on — ^the wisdom, firmness, and justice of our government, to «b- 
tam for us that compensation, and to giint tons Uiat protection, which A 
BECAHD TO THE HONOUR OP OUR COUNTliY, no less than the 
rights of our citizens must dictsfte and require, 

Ebenezer Stocker, WiUiam ^artlett. 



Stephen Howard^ Moses Howard 

Edward Tappan, Wii^aiB Faris, 



* John Pearsttn, 

Mwbmjfport, Dec, 1805: 
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The same outrages hfving . be?n experienced, by the citi- 
xeiis of Newhaven and Newbury port as elsewhere, we of 
course find the ^same style o( complaint^he same call for 
redress — ^the same pledge of support — ^in one case explicitly 
e^cpressed^ in the other unequivocally .implied. 

CHAPTER XVI. ' . 

Salem mem&nah Sbiind tea^oning. BHtuin datHe^ oift a com* 
mertt with her enemu tji^hich sht detlares illegal in f neutrt^ 
Most solemn pledge of support.' 

SxteactM Jrtn the MemtritU qfthe JhifkbUaftit »/ tht tmm of Salem, Man. 

••'On ordinaiy occasions they have deemed it unnecessary to App^ for re- 
press of grievances to the government of their country, confiding in the rec- 
titude and wisdom pf its councils; and though their confidence ia this res- 
pect is undiminished, -Jret as questions of national moment are now agitated, 
and aggtessions cohmutted on our Commerce in a manner unprecedented, 
they deem it their diitv to approach the Cbnstituted authbrities, and express 
their sentiments with fidelity and deliberation. 

** OIj* They have witnefa^d vith ttnheUtating approbation the 'difpoHHen /• 
neutraMty, patronised by the general gfrvernment, at times when national 
-wrongs haw been pressedvUh pecnMOr a£igravaHifm,ctnd seemed to point to sum- 
mary redress. Firmness and moderation have happily secured sill the advan- 
tages of successful ^ar, and the sober appeal of reason carried conviction 
to foreign nations. 

♦« Vourmemoriafists, hOweVer, have witnessed, with deep regret;, and deep 
anxiety, tha^ to some of their tribunals they can no longer appeal for sdTety. 
OC/'New interpretations of old rules, and new flosses on ancient doctrine, 
(33*have been arrayed to controultbe circuit of »eutral commerce, and res- 
train, if not annihilate, its most bcfneficial operations. Their sMrprise hks ■ 
^en the g^^ater, because the nation who has adopted them, is one from 
whom We had a right to expect t^ie most conciliatory Conduct; .since with 
her oHimatety centre the proceeds of our conmierce, and from^ her we 
purchase the greatest p<»lion ot her staple manufactures. 

** 1 he interests of Great Britain and tJie United States, seem in th4 res- 
pect mtxtuaL .We consume th6 products of'her industr}'; and give her, in. 
return, besi4es iarge sums of mdney, (^raw matniala by which she nuw levy 
new contriMttions. Simihuity ofmamiers and habits, of lang^iage and tduca- 
tion, have added artificial inducements for intercourse, and gained for her 
among us a respect not slightly to be viewed, or inconmderately forfeited. 
— Om all occasions the tJmted States havte exhibited iovards her an amicable 
interest, and a just, it may be added, a generous poHcy. It, therefore, we had 
frvouTB to ask or recelVe, our claims have been peculiarly strong upon her; 
beouisc we have been emphatisally the sinews of her optilencc. B^t it is 
believed that the United States never aajcedof any nation more than justice, 
and are wilUng tf> be bound by the established rales of commerce. Your 
nemorialists therefore express deep regret, because a Confidence has^ been 
shaken -wbMh may not easily be restored;, and deep anxiety, becaine the 
principles aUuded to, if conceded,— MUST EVENTUALLY PROSTHATB 
OVft TRADE, OR LEAVE it AT THE ARBITRARY DlSitWETION OT 
BELLIGERENTS. Whether peace or^war prevail, the baneful influence tvill 
every where be felt/ and in the latter predicament, we shall, as neutrals, share the 
muAi^s sf itTsitkout the chances of benefit. 

** Tne principle, recently established by Great Britain, is as your memori- 
alists understand i^ that— f^ is not Con^tent for a neutral to carry on in warg 
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ant/trade^ vhichhe is tft accuattmedi^ do in feact; and thai he 9fiaUn»i b€ 
permitted to ej;.tct that in a circvitotis, -which tt inhibited in a direct trade-. •» 
corollaries fh)ni this principle, she inaistt that *the colonial trade CXepcia- 
ed by neutrab, shall' not extend beyond the accustomed peace establish* 
Vient{ and that whenever the neutral imports into his coimtry cMofai- 
al produce tirith the iruention to tranship it to the mother ccunir>, if a <li« 
rect intercourse be interdicted in peace, the circuitv of the route shall not 
protect the property fix)m confiscation. It seems admitted that such circui- 
tous route, iPith sucn inten^tion, is n<it considered as evidence of enemy's pro- 
pert)', confiscable witl^jn ordinaiy rules ; but^-a* a distinct, ndfttmOkO, and 
condemnatory principle, independent Both m ^cacff and afpticatien' -fo^ »» 
yields not to the tnoH clear proof i^f neutral property, or inmceiU ihmgh.mUdi' 
retted conduct. The unaccustomed trade, or the importation with specific in- 
tefiOono, are the tests by which every voya|^ist6 be tried 

« In anbih^r view, the mle appears to your memoriaiisu not less untenable 
and unjust It is stated, as a part of it, that if colonial produce be imported 
by *»y person with an intention to mmokip it on his own account to the mother 
•ountry, itissulyect to confiscation. But if imptrted for the purpose of {gen- 
eral commerce, and thrown into the market for f^enesal transhipment, it it 
within the exception. To distinguish between general- and- particular in- 
ieiitiont, and to.sepArate things so subtle in their own natures, and almost in<* 
capable of pnxyf, for th6 purposes of national decisions, seems a refinemtmt 
reserved for the preterit vge. Th^ foundation of this nnbdem doctrine is laid in 
this principle, that tile neutral has no" rig^ht, by jan e^ctension of his trade, to. 
afibrd supplies to the belligerent to^ ward' off the blows of liis enemy, and to 
appose for a longer period the dominion of his force. But to this your memo* 
rialists deem it a conclusive answer, that the 'proposition proves too much i 
that, if true, it is a foundation for a far 'more broad and sweeping principle ; 
that—CTtfry commerce -with the beUtgeretU is inhibited to neutrals / for every. com- 
merce assists him in ^eststance, jand diminishes his necessities. A doctrine thus 
Gonipl-ehcnsive, has never yit been avowed, and it is presumed never win be. 
Yet such must be the logical conclusion ; and it ^ews irresistably the ab- 
surtiity of the assumed premises. 

<^Tlie accustomed, as w^U as the untaccustomed trade, is within the 
terms, and . must stand or fall together^ Either the doctrine ia^-wisound, 
—AND ASSUMED AS A MERE PRETEXT FOR PREDATORY SEI- 
ZURES ; or neutrals have no rights as such; and must endure the ealami- 
ties inflicted by belligerents in a contest in^ which they have no voice, andift 
which' they can reap only injury. * « 

« Other considerations add force to the preceding remarks. It b weR 
known that in time of war neutrals cannot. carry 90 even their accustomed 
trade 4n its fiill extent. They are prohibited from tradingj^ in contmband 
goods, and to blockaded ports. Variations necessarily a^ise m the lelations 
of the hostile powers, which the neutral ought to possess a right to tum.to 
his profit, as an indemnity^for the obstructions' of his o^d trade. These oh« 
structions arc of a very serious nature. (![j'When exerOoed in the wfldeei 
form^ they produce OPPRESSIVE SEARCHES ABTD DELAYS^ EXPENSIVE 
LITIGATION, AND OFTEN A TOTAL FAILURE OF AN OTHERWISB 
LUCRATIVE VOYAGE. Reason would therefore seem to declare, thatlbr 
hazards of this nature, the benefits arising to neutrals from war, are not more 
than a just equi^'alent ' ' 

« It IS somewhat lingular, that QCj^ a bel&gerent shtndd iwnlf a trads vUh 
itself which it declares fraudulent -with its enemy ^ and should bfi the arm ofpewoet* 
to crush the neufral^vhose conduct is criminal ontytohenitceamsto be partial / 
• " Such are the remarks your memorialists respectfully submit upon the 
rule considered in itself. On this examination they confess it appears to them 
fundamentally incorrect. QCj'It subjects commerce to fluctuating decis* 
ions : overthrows the ordinary rules <h evidence; and places an immese povf- - 
^to be wielded at the uncontroulable discretion of msgistnitet appomted 
ky a sbgle party. 

** It therefore wuM all the diecpipipativt feitMW qf »hndaiento] pr6p»^ 
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sidon of the law of nations— uniformity, precision, and ^^neral applicability. 
!t would, iji their opiiiiou> if established, create greater evils than it professes 
to redress, by perpetuating strife, destroying the emoluments of , trade, em- 
barrassing commercial intercourse, and~LEl^TING LOOSE THE PAS- 
SIONS TO PREY OX THE J^SRRIES, AND PLUNDER THE PRO- 
PERTY OF THE INNOCENT. It would subject neutrals to hazards nearly 
as perilous as those of actual hostilities ; and independent of its influence 
in stimulating to revenge and retaliation, IT WOULD TRANSFER ^kl^ 
BENEFITS OF PEACE TO ANY VICl'ORldUS USURPER OF THE 
OCE.VN. • 

«« But your mcmoriaUsts are unwilling to rest the question on the preced- 
ing grounds, however supported by reason. They appeal t« higher consid- 
cmtjons; and deny tbat the rule, is, or eyer has made, a part of pubUc law or 
acquired by ifiiage or prescription, any authority among' nations. 

<* Every pag<» appears to give a direct contradiction. They adhere to the 
ancient interpreta ion of the law of nations, which pronounces that tlie gtx)ds 
of an enemy arc lawfal ])rize, and tliose of a friend free; that the nputral, ex- 
cept in case of blockade and contraband, has a rigfht to the uninteiTupted 
pursuit of his commerce, when carried on with' his own property, at events in 
t din ct trade froiT^ his own countT}'. ^ , ~ 

"They conceive that il is not within the authority of any nation to legislate 
fer the rest; and that the law of nations being founded ontiic tacit convention 
d the nations that observe it, can be binding only on those nations wholiave 
adopted it. 

** his conceded by the British Civilians tliat during the American revolu-^ 
tion the doctrine Was entirely intennitted, and the commerce of neutrals was 
pursued according to the ancient ^odc. Many cases of tliis period might be 
cited from the admjrahy I'ecortls; wliich ovcrtlirow the nde, and e^ressly 
vindicate the opposite. ' If precedents are to decide, the judgments of a tn- 
hunal established in (ireat Britain under her sole appointment, sifid acting with 
open powere, must surely, when acquiescence creates the law, complete the 
lenunciation of the contested mile. 

*♦ It is not the least singularity attending the conduct of the present war, 
that Great Britain has nccnsedhersabjecisin a trade wliich she declares frau- 
dulent in otlicrs; that she admits them unmolested to supply her enemy witli 
mcansof resistance, when she vlcclare^ confiscations the penalty of neutral 
suctour. Were the rule ever so just iii itself, it certainly demands relasatloi^, 
when the be»fligerunt i)artakes the profit, ahd connives at the breach. If its 
foundation be &e unlawllibiess of anording assistance to a distressed enemy, 
wrcly it ought not to be enforced ^hen tliat assistance is an authorised object 
•f^culalion with the distressing bclKgei-ent. 

*■ It is our pride to believe that the Ameriaui merchants, with very Tew exr 
ceptions, "i^re as distinguished for good faith a^ any on earth. The imputa- 
tion thrown on them is a masked pretence to repel the odium of vexatiouB 
injuriec, and to excuse violations of law, which caiuiot be justified. 

•*Your memorialists wish to take no part in Oie contests which now cou- 
volse the world; but acting with impartiality towards all lutions, to reap the 
fruits of a just neutrality* If however, conciliation cannot effect the putpose 
flfjaitice, and AN APPEAL TO ARMS be the last and necessary protection 
woooour, tibey feel no disposition to decline the commou danger, or shrink 
ton the common contribution. . , 

"Relying on the wisdom and firmness of the general goveminent inthi« 
behil^ they feel no hesitation to PLEDGE THEIR U VES and PROPERTIES, 
« tupport of the meana^es fohich may be adopted (q vindicate the piibUe ri^s^ 
■■rfrw&Tft* ffte public -wrm^P 

John Halhome, Bctij. Crowninshield,jun."^ 

Joseph Sprague, Joseph White, jua. > Committee. 

Jonathan Mason, Joseph Story. S 



i^9km, Jbr. 301806. 
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CHAPTER XVn. 



^flections on the Memorialf. Uniform call for redress. Uni^ 
form pledge of support. 

-*" BEG the reader will devote a few minutes to a re-peru- 
sal of these importaiit, , th^^e invaluable d6ciHhents. Without 
bearing in mind their content^,, it is impopsible to form a cor- 
rect estimate of the policy of this country^ or of the merits and 
demerits of the two parties, wlii^e senseless, and enVenomed, 
and infuriated hostility, was of late rapidly sending to perdition 
the noblest country, the happiest people, and the liest form of 
government in the world. 

We must not forget for an instant, the cause of all these impas- 
sioned compl^nts, these invocations of redress, these pledges of 
support, Thfls is themost important jitem in the affiur. it was 
simply tlie right to re-export t]^ productions of the colonies of the 
enemies of Greaft Britain--^ right, however clear and indefeasible^ 
whicli was wholly unessential ta the prospentv of our country.- 
We might have abandohed it without the sacrrfice of an iota of 
the happiness ot our citizens, or the real honour of the nation. 

No man of decency can deny, after the perusal of these docu- 
ments, that the mercantile citizens of the United States urged 
— it would not be extrava^nt to say, eoaded-r-the government 
in^oa r£sistance of the, high-handed and "oppressive pretensions 
and outrages of Ureat Britain. Every pao^raph establishes this 
important fact. The expression of tiie public sentiment on thi» 
subject, was nearly simultaneous from Newburyport to Baltimore. 

That they calculated upon war, as the dernier resort, is obvi- 
ous from the phraseology. It cannot be mbunderstood. Whem 
the Boston merchants express their reliance that 

"Such measures will be promptly adopted, as will, tend to dis^nbatraas 
commerce, assekt oub biohts, and support the dignity of the United 

States," 

it would be absurd and ridiculous to suppose these measures were 
to be limited to mere negociation, the utter inefficacy of whicli 
had been so often expenenced. A child" would spurn at the 
idea of « supporting the dignity of the United 8tates^^ by n^o- 
c'miion alone. This had already been found to be a very fedble 
resource, and might have been protracted for an l^, without 
" asserting any of our rights.^^ Their views were not ^ limited. 
No. War, war, war, must indubitably have been in iheir coatem^ 
platioB, should negociation hava am umavourable issuer 
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Cm &HJ man of common sense doubt/can any m«i of characr 
ter, deny, that the merchants of Philadelphia calculated on WAR. 
when, after having suggested/ 

" That ever^r measure not incoiisitent with the honour and interest of the 
Aation, by which the ereft objects of redress and security ought be attain- 
ed, should be first tried," 

they add 

** If such, measures should prove iiiellectua], whatever may be the sacrifice 
on their pait, it will be biet with submission.*' 

. When the merchants of Newburyport 

**Heiy with confidence on the FIRMNESS and JUSTICE of the goveti^- 
ment, to obtain for them compensation and protection," 

they must have been insane, if they did not calculate upon WAR 
as the ultima ratio. These are the 'wortliy citizens who stand 
recorded in the annals of their country, i& having since patriotic 
e<l% pledged themselves -to resist their 6\^q government. ^^EVEN 
UJN 10 BLOOD.'' 

And who can pret^d, that the merchants of Newhftven, whet 
they called upon the government 

•* Firmly to-resist every encroachment upon the rights of neutral nations,** 
did not calculate upon war? And did they not most solemly 

pledge themselves, when they tendered the 

** Assurances^ of their cKsposition to give aid and support to EVERY MEAJ 
SURE calcuhUed to accomplish this important object?** 

And when the New- YoHc merchants declared'their 
" Reliance upon the government of their country, that their rights wouH 
not be abandoned," 

and that the crisis required 

f^«ALL TBB vsTKBer, 98 wcU as the prudence and wisdom of tfa^ government," 
can there be found a man who will pretend that war was not cal-f 
culated on, unless other means might bjB found to accomplish the 
end in view? It cannot be* ' - ^ , 

And caa there be a more explicit pledge given, than is to bo 
found at the close of their memorial— 

•* We pledge our unjted support in favour of all the measures ad opted*. t« 
▼indicate and secure the just rights bf our country.'* 

I am credibly informed tha^ there at-e subscribed to this me- 
morial, names of persons whp4ate\y prayed fervently and openly^ 
for the destruction of the armies of the United States inviMiin^ 
Canada! This is mpst wonderfully consistent and patriotic. 

Bot the merchants of Salem are more explicit on tiie subject 
of war than any of their mercantile brethren elsewhere. They 
leave no room for reference or supposition. Th^y most unambigr 
i^usly declare theif views. ^ 
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" If, howcTCT, conciliation eaiinot effect the purpose; AV APPEAL IPS 
A EMS be the last and necessary protection of honour, they feel no diMjo- 
ntion to decline the common danger, or shrink frum the common con^ibu« 
tion.*' ^ * 

And was ^e re eyer^ since tbe world was formed, a more so- 
lemn pledge siren, tiian the one with which thej close their me- 
monal, and which I here repeatrr- 

" Relying on the wisdoai and fimmess of the general government, in ths 
beMf, they feel no^ hesitation, — to pledge their lives and properties in sup- 
port of tlie measures which may be adopted to VINDICATE TUE PU*. 
UC RIGHT, AND REDRESS THE PURUC WRONGS." 

In the next chapter, I shall investigate the question^ how £u 
these pledges were redeemed* 



CHAPTERXVIIL 

iJkaracter of merchant$ hy Edmund Burke. Illiberal and un- 
founded^ Merchants as'yarious "in character as other classes 

' of men, JimerUaw merchants shrewd and intelligent. Most 

. mnventahly blinded by factum to their dearest interest. Exam^ 

fie of England worthy of imit^Uion. Struggles bet^veen ins 

and puts, dll unite against the cdmnwn enemy. .American 

^ fastiouj more deleterious than those in England. 

JbiDMUND BURKE has left on record a most unfavoimi^ 
l^le character of merchants, which has been a thousand times 

Suoted to their dispara^ment. He ha$9 if roj memory do not 
eceive me, assorted, tnat they hate bo national attachments or 
patriotism — ^thattheir leger is their Bible — and gold their God. 

This character is anfounded and illiberal. All sweeping de- 
nunciations of entire classes are unjust. The jnerchants arenas 
various in their characters as an? other description of men. There 
^te among them num1i)er8 of persons of the highest resnectabilitj 
—great patriotism--a high sense of honour^-sreat ube;ulity— 
and possessing all the other virtues that can adorn the human 
character. There are likewise some as base and vile as the 
others are expellent. . 

There is nothing in mercanlile affairs or commerce, that has a 
tendency to deteriorate those who follow the profession. It is 
Inconceivable how it should be otherwise. The larjre 3cale on 
which commerce is conducted, is rather calculated to expand 
than illlberalize the mind. 

Moreover, a considerable portion of the merchants having en- 
joyed the advantages of the best education, must, from that cir- 
<^umstance alone, have afair chjince of not; meriting the denuneur* 
tion of Edmund Burke. 
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That the American merchants a/c In general, shrewd, in- 
*elli»ent, and penetrating, cannot be denied.. They are, in 
these respectS)*at least on a level with the merchants of any 
ofther country^ ^ • 

It must howeyer^ be acknowledged, that in the course they 
have -steered from the commencement of the year 1806, when 
the pneccding memorials were presented to Congress, till 
the declaration of war, and during its continuance, they l^ve 
been as lamentably blind to their own vital interests, and to 
the hishest interest of their country, as if they wer« almost 
altoge^er deficient of the, reasoning faculty. They have iu- 
fficted incalculable injury on both. Indeed so intimately in 
this case were these interests connected, that both were, and 
must necessarily be equally affected by the same wound. I 
hope to make this appear to their conviction^ and that of 
the public. 

The reader has seen thi^t.the mercantile part of the com- 
munity felt th6 highest indignation 'in 1806, at the preten* 
sions of England to limit the American trade in the colonial 
productions of her eneinies; that they very strongly remon- 
ftrate4 with the ffovernm^t to resist tliose pretensions^ and 
^hai they pledged themselves to their country and the worlds to 
support the gove ^ment in whatever mea^res might be necessa" 
TV to ohtain redress — obviously^ evidently^ and undeniably contem- 
puUing even war with aH its horrors, I purpose to examine how 
W their practice correspond^ with their proiessions and pledges. 

The pacific measures adopted to effect the object of tneir de- 
sires were — a prohibition of the importation of some of the most 
important of the manufactures of Gre^ Britain— ^n embargo, 
when the injuries we experienced from that nation had vastly ^- 
ereased — and non-intercturse. 

Did the Amcirican merchants redeem their pfedge ? Did they 
preserve their faith. Did' they support the government in all or 
any of these measures f 

No. They indubitably did not. There is not a candid federaU 
bt from New-Hampshire to Geoma, that will assert, that tbe 
nerchaats, as a coiys, supported the government in any of these 
measures. I say distinctly, as a corps. There were illustrious 
•xceptions. But the fidelity of these exceptions in redeeming 
their pledge wa^ unavailing. JCPT/i« pledge wa^ forfeited by 
the corps— completely forfeited. 

The clear, indisputable;, and melancholy fact is, that after 
Iiaving impelled and goaded the government into measures to 
procure redress, they not merely withheld their support from 
those measures, but actually as tar as depended on them, prc- 
Tented their success. They hung hostilely on th^ skirts of thQ 
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fovemment) and defeated the . embargo, non intercoarse, and all 
the other restrictive measures. 

I have thiis far considered the point as it respected their 
plighted faith, and the obligation tiie^ thereby incurred to sup* 
port the government in measures which had arisea out of their 
memorials, remonstrances and solemn pledges. 

I now enter on thB consideration of their conduct, as it de^ 
moQstrates ah unp^ralleted biindnestt "towards their own inter- 
ests, and those ot their' country. 

Whatever misjudging prejudice, or faction, devotion to Eng* 
land, o^ hostihty to France may pretend, the solemn fact is, 
ihat the- United States were most grievously outraged and in- 
jured by Great Britain. The violence or etcesses of France, 
enormous, and iniquitous; and indefensible as they were, afford- 
ed no justification to those of her enemy. ** Retaliation," tii 
the words of Mr. Batfard and Mr. Llojfdy* "was A MERE PRE^ 
TENCE.*' tCT^JfA rob m* of my hat^ it does not follow thai 
B hasa right to reUdiateon UiM, by robbingME qfmy coat or 
waistcoat. And still less, if A threaten to rob me, but has not 
the power to do it, has B the right toretaliate on him by rob- 
bii\g me. France pretended to blockade Engird, and seize neu- 
tral vessesl bound tliere — but was un|tble to effect her purpose 
through her destitution of nriival pOwer, England retaliated upon 
France by sei zin& ouh vessexs bound to that country^ and per- 
severed in that lawless course for entire* years, hayinr depreda« 
ted on the United States to the ainount of many million* and 
witli every species, of aggravation, of which an outraf^e is sut- 
c^ptiWe---and forsooth ^Cfo^ was perpetrated to punish Francis 
wJiom she was at the same time supplying with our productions 
herself!!! There is not in the history of the world any conduct 
more gross of less defensible. 

When we . arc laid in our graves, and our factions and con- 
vulsions are buried in^ oblivion, posterity will pass a heavy sen- 
tence of condemnation jupon these odious, these oppressive, these 
scandabis transactions. I am sure such is the decision of all 
impartial and unpiejudiced men in Europe. I would forfeit af 
world, were I possessed of one, if this be not ^* Alexander the 
deliverer's" sentiment. 

That America has been the aggrieved nation, and Ei^land 
wholly the aggressor, is palpable from one circumstance. In all 
the diplomatic intercourse that has taken .place between ther 
cabinet of St. James's and that at VVashingten, the former 
has hardly ever made the slightest complaint of injustice 



* 111 a subsequent cbai^cr, I sliall quote ttic sentiments of th se ffejitjcraca 
«4 fuU length, ' 
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4nunst the latter, except occasionallj of partiality towardg 
Jrranee. This if it mean Any thing, must certainly mean tha^ 
|p=*tr« bore French defredtOicm^ insult, and miiraee, mare pa- 
tiently than English outrage^ insult j and depredation. IF H 
baire 4iny other meaning, I shall be gratined to have it dc^ 
nonstrated. 

We inflicted on France one solid, substantial, im^rtant, 
and most destructive injury, from which England was wholly 
free. We unifiinnly submitted from 1792 to 1812, to the vio- 
lation of our neutrally, to the material beneflt of one belli, 
gerent and extreme disadvantage of the other. icT* Our com' ^ 
mysrcial marine wi$s fi constant nursery for Qreqt Britain, to ' 
^PPfy ^ ^^^^ with seamen to annoy and distress her enemy. 

This was ^ constant cause of war against us by France. 
It was in direct hostility wilh fundamental principles of the 
li^w of nations. It was affording a most decisive rnd ail im- 
portant aid to one belligerent for the des^truiction of the other, 
to an enormous extent, I believe unparalleled in the history of 
Europe. 

It will not, from the premises, be denied, that from the de- 
claration of war between France aiid England, the latter pow- 
er cdfistaptly made inroads upon us— <and we as constantly 
sought redress — and that our principal grievances were the out- 
rages practised on oor seamen, and the reiterated and intole- 
rable infiin^^ment of our commercial rights and privileges. 

Under this view of the case, thfe correctness ot which will 
not, I trust, be dkputed, what course ought an enlightened 
body of merchants to steer ? 

Suppose them patriotic, and public spijnted, ami magnani< 
anous; a r^ard to the national honoui* ^nd' interest would im- 
pel thein to uphold the government of their own country in a 
struggle against the lawless outrages of a foreign nation. But 
even suppose them base, sordid, seldsh, avaricious, and without 
a single spark of patriotism; public spirit, or liberality, ought 
not Sieir very selfishness, dictate* the' same course ? Hon^ 
ooold they fail to see that every step they took to harrass, 
to cripple, to jBmbarrass their own government, was a step to- 
wards enabling the foi*eign and a^ressing nation^ to triumph 
•vcr their country, and to enforce its claims, to the manifest 
mnd immense injury of their own most vital interests ? I should 
pity the fatuity, of a lad who had been but six weeks in a 
coanting-house,* and did not at once perceive the cogency of 
these aiguments. This point is clear, and plain, and con- 
vincing in theory. But it does not rest on theory. We havt 
ft strong and practical illustration of it by our own melancho- 
Ij e^rience^ an iilustration which the merdiaints of this cott»- 
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try will long hAvfe fcause to ideplore. Bj the Jacobinical, an J 
ieditious, and disor^nizing combinations to oppose tlie mea- 
sures calculated to procure redress,' England was enabled to 
enforce the orders in council for -four years* and an halfi 
whereby^ during sixteen months, ^he interdicted Our trade 
with all Europe except Sweden and her own dependencies: 
that 18 to say, |Cf* she ^forbade lis td trade with about one 
hundred and thirty millions of the people of Europe. — For the 
remainder of the time, when she somewhat relaxed her or- 
ders, ^c^ she proscribed Our trade wUh at least ffty millions. 
. Never has the sun in his course beheld such transcendent, 
such lamentable, such irreparable folly as the merchants of 
the United States have been guilty of in this instance. Through- 
out the whole of the arduous conflict between the United 
States and Great Britain, fcj^ they have constantly j and in- 
tariabUjj and most energetically thwarted^ and harrassedj • and 
embarrassed their own government. They have defended the 
Conduct of Britain throughout— and as constantly laboured, in 
the face of reason, justice, and common sense, to put their 
own nation in the wrong. And for what end ? iCT* to 8ert)e 
the purposes of party / fCJ* to eriable a few dmbitiom men^ 
who were out of office^ and panted to g^t in^ to accomplish 
this object /// ' . , * 

I once more wish to qualify these observations. There 
were here, as in a former case, splendid, exceptions among 
the mefclmnts, citizens who displayed the most exalted patri- 
otism. These exceptions do not invalidate the rule.. I speak 
of the merchants aa a corps ; — ^for it is thus only they can 
be considered in this discussion ; — as their operations on the 
government and nation were felt— <and more particularly, as 
Siey acted in the eastern states. 

Any one of the three pacific^ measures adopted by this go- 
"i^emment, teid it been duly supported by the mer^tile in- 
terest, would have obliged Great Britain to redress our wrongs 
and very speedily. We should then have enjoyed an un- 
shackled commerce. And had our merchants, cither from 
patriotism or selfishness, submitted to a short temporary pri- 
vation of business, they would have been repaid by a tenfold 
AoiH^esf of most lucwtive commerce But faction led meinr 
astray. Ihev rendered wholly nua:atory all'the measures adopt- 
ed t6 guard their interests, and to extort justice for their 
wrongs. Great Britain was thus encouraged to proceed in • 
her aj^ssions. This led to a wasting war. To the hostile 
opposition of the mercantile class, therefore, we may &iriy 
ascribe its ravages. 

In all the wud, .' frantic, and fatuitous career of factionr— 
from the earliest records of tinore to the present day, I bt-* 
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Keve there is tio parallel case. Never djid aR intelligeiit, enligtft- 
ened and respectable body of men^ make so immense, so wanton^ 
so irrecoverable a sacrifice of their dearest interests, and so com-* 
pletely contrary ta the dictates of reason and common sense* 

|C7* Jf Belxehub or Lrxcifer held the rein^ of government, po^ 
Uc9f and self -interest would dictdte that in all contests with foreign 
neHonsj he oughtto be supported unless most manifestly and egre- 
giousli^ unjust. ICT^ Public spirit and selfishness equally comhine 
<o enforce this precept. 

How transcendently superior Great Britain towers over us, in 
this respect J What a sublime lesson she holds out — what a noble 
example she offers us to follow. 

She is torn by faction like America. There is a constant 
* stro^le between the incumbents in office and those who pant af<^ 
ter the seats they fill. Bat whenever the honour or vital interest 
of the nation is at stake, party in a great measure dies away, or 
at least, becomes incapable of injuring the common clause-— all 
unite under the national standard— and till the end in view is ac- 
complished, distinctions are almost wholly lost in one common 
designation^ supporters of their country^s interest and honour. 

Not so in America. It is a fatal truth, that at the moment, 
when this page was written, [Sept* 1?14] when not merely our 
interest, and our honour, but even our very salvation was Jeopar- 
dized, faction raged in many places with unabated violence; 
and wicked men were incessantly employed in-exx^iting our citi- 
zens to imbrue their hands in the blood of their countrymen,* in- 
stead of preparing to oppose a vindictive enemy. May the God 
of peace and love, dispel the clouds that impend over us— banish 
our discords — and once more unite us in tne bonds of harmony 
and charity towards eikch other* Amen. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

BHHsk thpredsUons brought on the tapis in the Senate of the 
United States. Condemnatory Resotutians passed. Mssrs. 
Pidkmiie, HillhoUse, Bayara, and Tracy ^ in the formative. 
Jm6assador extraordinary to England* British goods pro- 
hibited. 

Xn consequence of the presentation of the mercantile memo*- 
rials, the Senate of the United States took the sulgect into their 



This was the inevitable tendency, althoi^ not the declared purpose, of 
tty conoiderabk number of the publicaticms in certain newspapers. 
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most senous consideration; and passed the following ResoiatioBr 
onthe ll)th.Feb.l806. 

** Resolved that the . capture and condemnation^ under orden of the BrU 
tiah govemment, and adjudications of their courts of admiraltjr, of American 
▼esBels and their carroesy on the pretext of their being employed in a trade 
with the enemies of Great Britain protiibitedl in time of peace, is AN XJN- 
l>ROV0KEP AGGRESSION UPON THE PROPERTY OF THE CITI- 
ZENS OF THE UNITED STATES— A VIOLATION OP THEIR NEU- 
TRAL RIGHTS— AND c3*AN ENCROACHMENT UPON THEIR NA- 
TIONAL mDBPBNDENCE> 

I hope the reader will attentively peruse this resolution. It is 
clear and explicit II solemnly protests flgain^ the retiyai of 
tiie exploded rule of the war of 1756, as 

'< An encroachment upon the national independence, and a violation of our 
neutral rights." 

Stronger lansuase could not well be used. What renders it 
peculiarlj temarkaDie, is, that it was carried by |C/°*aii imoni- 
mous vote of the Senate^ S8 members present* But secondly and 
chiefly, I beg it may be borne in eternal remembrance, that a- 
mong the names of the Senators who thus voted, are to be fouDd 
those of Messrs^ PICKERING^ Hillhouse, Bayard, and Tracy. 

Another resolution, passed February 14, stands in these 
words: — 

" Resolved; that the president bf the United States be requested to D£^ 
MAND the restoration of the property of thfeir citizens captured lund. cofl- 
demncd on the pretext ofiu being enfpioyed m a trade with the enemies of Oreet 
MritaiTt, prohibited in time of peace; and th^ indemtd/tcdtUm of auch Americm 
citizens for their toseea and damagea sustained by these captures and condem- 
nations; and to enter into such arrangements with the British govemment» 
on these and all other differences between the two nations, (and particnlarly 
respecting the IMPRESSMENT OF AMERICAN. SEAMEN) as may be 
consistent with the bpnour and interests of the United States, and manifest 
their earnest desire, ior themselves and their citizensi of that justice to-whicb 
they are entitied,"f 

There was a division upon this resolution. It was carried b^ 
twenty afiirmative, against six negative "votes. Messrs. PICK- 
ERIKG, iiillhouse, Bayard, and Tracy were in the affirmative. 
as on the former resolution. 

To obtain redress from Great Britain, four modes presented 
themselves — ^negotiation— non-intercoujrse— embargo, and war. 

The first in order required to be first essayed. Accordingly 
the administration entered upon negotiation, and, to attach more 
solemnity to it, Mr. Wm. Ihnkney was appointed minister extra- 
ordinary, and united with Mr. Monroe^ then resident at the court 
of St. James's; 

* Journals of the Senate for 1806— page 1^. 
t Idem, page 131. 
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To give the negotiation a greater likelihood of success, an 
ict was passed,* making a strong appeal to the interest of 
Great Britain. By this act, the importation into the United 
States was prohibited, ' of a vanety of her niost important 
tnafiufiictures, viz. ' ■ • " 

** All articles of ;irhich leather is the mate^ qf chief Talue. 

* All articles of which* rilk i» t!fe material of cWef valafe. 

** All articles of which hemp or flax is the material of diief value. 

** All articles of whi9h tii) or brass b the material cf chief value, tiu 
m sheets excepted: ' 

^ ^ Wod|en cloths, whose invoice prices- shall exceed fire shilling stf r- 
wig per ^uare yarti. 

♦* WooUejj hosiery of all kinds.. 

** Wwd9w ' g^kss and all the manuiaotuves of glass. 

** 8il^ and plated wares. 

" ^sper of every description. » 

"Nails and spikes. 

'^ Mats and clothing ready xnade. 

-MUIineiy of all finds. " 

* Playing cards. ' ' ^ 

<* Beer, ale, and porter; and pictures aixl prints.'* 

This act was passed on ^e 18th day of April, 1S06, in 
eompliance with the remonstrances of the merchants, as a 
means of inducing ^nglancj to abandon her unjust 'preten* 
sions, and to cease her depredations. And with a laudable 
wish to aSpxd her time ^ l^eigh its consequences, and to 
prevent a rupture, its oppi^ration was' not to commence till the 
15th. of the following November, a period of seven months. 
Thus relnc^nt wa§ our government to have recourse to ex» 
tremities, notwithstanding the grevious provocations that had 
been offered. I| is impossibly to conceive a. more lenient 
mode of proceeding, or one reflecting more ^redit on tl^e 
forbearance of an injured and insulted nation^ 

Shll further to evince the mrish of ottr ViiVers ^ preserve 
peace, Ac operaUon of this act was suspended in December 
1806, till the 1st of July 180rt-^n4 moreover, the presi- 
dent was authorised, *' if in his judgment the public good 
should require it, to suspend it still farther till the second 
Monday of December in the same year,'' 

Here let us pause a moment The United States had suf- 
fered depredations on their commerce to an enormou» amount, 
by. the revival of a pretended rule of the law of nations, 
which had been formally abandoned, and of which revival 
DO pipevious notice had been given. And instead of having 
recourse to reprisals, or ^o a declaration of war, either et 
which would have been perfectly just, they adopted the mild 
measure of restraining the commerce of the stressor, in 
order to. make it his interest to do them justice. Never was 
. greator forbearance Aewn— never was forbearance worse 
requited* 

* Laws of the Uni^ States, vol vi. pa^ 80. 
t Idem p^«f220. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

Mack an the Chesapeake. Proclamation inUrdicHng m^ 
harbours to the British. 

While the depredations sastained Jbjr our ^merchants 
were yet under disciusioc, a tragical affair occurred, wbick 
still farther unfortunately embroiled the two nations. 

The ChesapeaJce, cant Gordon, sailed from Norfolk on the 
32d. of June, 1807. The Leopard, of 50 guns which was 
moored near her weighed anchor ^hordy afterwards. She soon 
overtook the Chesap^e, and demanded four sailors, three of 
whom had deserted from the British frigate Melampus. The 
fourth was said to have deserted from a British merchant 
vessel. Commodore Barron, who was on board, refused to de- 
liver them: and in consequence, the Leopard commenced an at* 
tack upon the American frigate, which was wholly unprepared 
for resistance. Three men were killed, and sixteen wound- 
ed; among the latter was the commodore, who struck his flag, 
and surrendered the vessel. Capt Humphreys of the Leop- 
ard sent an officer on board the Chesapeake, who seized 
four of her crew, William Ware, Daniel Martin, John Strac- 
han, and John Wilson. 

Of the four persons, thus seized, oke was brought to trial 
at Halifax^ and, being found e;uilty of desertion, was handed. 
One died in confinement. The other two were retained in 
bondage till June 13th, 1812, when they were restored to free- 
dom on board the Chesapeake, at Boston. 

This outrage excited the utmost indignation throughout the 
United States, and for a' time united all parties in the com- 
mon clamour for reparation of the insult and injury, or war. 
The. federalists were as loud in their denunciations of the 
lawless violence as the democrats.' 

I have alr^dy stated the prudence of the then president, 
Mr. Jefferson. The attack took place on the £2d. of June — 
and he delayed the extra me^eting of congress till the 26th. of 
October, to afford time for the effervescence of the public to 
subside. ^ This wise measure saved the country from war at 
that period. 

But to guard against similar outrages, and against others 
which we had suffered within our own jurisdiction from 
British vessels of war, the presideot issued a proclamation 
forbidding them the entrance into our ports and narbours, of 
which I subjoin a copy. 

PROCLAMATION. 

During the wart which, for some time, have unhappily prevailed among 
the powers of Europe, the 0nitcd States of Amerk^aTnm m their princij^W 
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ff peace^have endeavoured by justice, by a regular discharge of all their 
■itional and social duties, and by every friendly ofHce their situation has 
admitted, to maintain with the belligerents their accustomed relations of 
fiiendship, hospitality and coramercial intercourse. Taking* no part in the 

auestions which animate the powers against each other, nor permitting 
icjnsehres to entertain a wish but for the restoration of g^eneral peace, 
they have observed with TOOd faith the neutrality tliey assumed; and they 
believe that no instance ofa departure from its duties can be justly imputed 
td them by any nation. A free use of their harbours and waters, the means 
of refitting and of refreshment, of succor to their sick and saffering, have, at 
JilUime3,and on equal principles, been extended to all, and this too amidst 
a constant recurrence of acts of insubordination to tlie la,ws, of violence to 
the persons, and of trespiisses, on the property of bur citizens, coipmitted by 
officers of the belligerent parties received amon^ *us. In truth, these 
ibuses of the laws of hospitality have, with few exceptions, become habitual 
to the commanders of the British armed vessels hovering on our coasts, and 
irequentinjf our harbours. They have been the subject of repeated repre- 
•emutions to their government. Assurances have been given thit proper 
orders^should j-estrain thtm within the limits of ,tlie rights and of the res- 
pect due to a friendly nation: but those orders and assuranceit have been 
without effect; no mstance of punishment for past wrongs has taken place. 
At length, a deed, transcending aU we have hitherto seen or suffered, brings 
ffie public S(*n5ibility to a serious crisis, and our forbearance to a necessary 
pause. A frigate of the United States, trusting to a state of peace, and 
leaving her harbour, on a distant service, has been surprised and attacked 
by a British vessel of superior force — one of a squadron then 1\ ing in our 
Waters, and covering the transaction; and has been disabled from "service, 
with the loss ofa number of men killed and wounded, — ^This enormity was 
not only without provocation or justifiable cause, but was committed with the 
avowed purpose of taking by force, from a ship of war of the United States, 
apart of her crew and that no circumstinces might be wanting to mark 
its character, it had been previously ascertained, that the seamen demanded 
were native citizens of the United States. Having effected his purpose, he 
returned to finchor with his 'squadron witlnn our jurisdiction. Hospitality 
under such circumstances teases to be a dutj- : and a continuance of it, with 
luch uncontrolled abuses, would tend only by midtjplying injuries and irritas; 
tioBs, to bring on a rupture between the two nations/ Tliis extreme resort 
b equally opposed to the interest of bqth, as it is to assurances of the most 
friendly dispc^ons on the part of the British government, 'in the midst of 
which this outrage has been committed. In tins Bght, the subject cannot 
but, present itdeS*, to that. government, and strengthen tlie motives to an 
honourable reparation "of the wr<yng which has been done, and to that effectual 
control of its naval commanders which alone can justify the government of 
the United htatea in the exercises of thos^ hospitaUties it is now constr^ned 
to discontinue. 

In consideration of these circumstances, and of the right of every nation 
to regulate its own police, topi^ovide for its peace and for the safety of its citi- 
zens, and consequently to refuse the admission of armed vessels into its har- 
bours or waters, either in such numbers or of such descriptions, as arc in- 
consistent with these, or with the maintainance of the authority of the laws, 
I ha*e thought proper, in pursuance of the autliorities specially given by 
law, toissi^e this n^ proclamation, hereby reqiuring all armed vessels bear- 
ing commission under tlu; government of Great Britain, now witliin tho 
harbours or watcra of the United State^ immediately and without any de- 
lay to depart from the same; and interdicting the entrance of all the said 
hartxHirs and waters to the said armed vessels, and to all others bearing com- 
missions under the authority of the 'British government. 

And if the said vessels, or any of tliem, shrnl fail to depArt as aforesaid, or 
if they or any others, to ibterdM^d, shall hereaifter enter the harbours or 
waters aforesaid, I clo in that case forbid all intercourae with them or any 
•i them, their officers and crews; and do prohibit all supplies and aid from 
being furnished to them or any of them. 
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Andldodeelai^axidinakeknowii, thiit ifany-penm from, or Within t{t# 
jfuisdiction oikI Umits of the United States, •hail afford any aid to any sach 
vesteli contraiy to the prohibition contained in this proc)aination» either in 
tefittmg any such vesBel, or in furnishing her, he* officers, or crew, with sup- 
plies ofany land, or in any manner t^u^teoerer, or in^ if anr pilots thgji assist 
mnavigtttmg any of ti^e said armed Teasel^; unless '^It be for the purpose of 
carrying them, in the first instiuAce; beyond the limits and jurisdiction of the 
United SKstes, or nnless it be in the case idf a vessel fbrced by distress, or 
charged with pMbltc despatches as bereinaf^ providtd for, sudi person or 
persons diall, on cbntiction, sufT^^ all the pains aud penalties by the laws 
provided for such ofiboce^- 

And I do hereby 'enjoin and require all persons bearing office, civil or. 
military,' t^tthin or ii^der the aothonty of the Uni^ States, and all others, 
citizen^ or inhabitants thereof or being witliin the ^me^ with vigilance and 
promptitude to exert their' respective loithorities^ and to be iddmg and in- 
sisting to the carrying this proclamation, and every part tliereof, into fiill 
•ffect. •* •• , 

Provided neveithdess, that if any sqch vessel shall be forced into the har« 
hours ot waters of the United States by distress, by the dangefs of the sea, or 
by the pursuit of an enemy, or shall enter them charged wi«h despatches 
or business from their government, or shall be a pubtie packet for the convey- 
ance Qi letters or despatches, ^e commanding officer immediately reporting 
his vessel to the collector of the district, statmg the object or causes of enter- 
ing the said h&rhours or waters, and conforming himself to the regulations in 
that case prescribed under the authority of the laws, .shall be allowed the 
benefit of such regulations, respecting repairs, supplies, stay, intercourse 
and departure, as shall be permitted under tlie same nuthoiity. 

In testimony whereof, I nave -caused the seal, kc. 

Given at Washington the second day of July, one thousand 
eight hundred and seven, and of tl^ independence of 
the United States the thirty-first 

TH. JEFFERSON. 
By the President, - . • , . 

Jaxvs Madisok, Secretary of Stale, 

At this distance of fime, it is hardly possible to realize the 
indication, the abhorrence, the resentmeitt^ ttmversallj ex« 
cited by the outra^ons conduct of Captain Humphreys. It 
pervaded every quarter of the union, without exception. All 
party distinctions were lost for the moment. Federalists and 
democrats, foreigners and natives, all united in' tlie strongest 
call upon the government ib procure redress for the outi^. 
War was contemplated throughout the union, and there was 
hardly a meeting held, of which the members did not most 
solemnly pledge themselves ^ support the constituted au- 
thorities in v^iatever measures might be requisite for the 
defence of the national rights and national honour. 

To enable the reader to fprm some idea of the fervid s^te 
' of the public mind, I submit the following extrac^ts to his pe- 
rusal. They are fair specimens of the universal sentiment 
on tMs interesting topic. 

Extracts fivm the precee€Knf$ of a meeting' of the cHiiem if Jlickmand, fM 
Jfds 1, 1807. 
*'Iie*ohed, That while we deprecate the horrorvof war, and approve all hon- 
ourable means oi averting them, we possess the firm fiope that ^e government 
pf the United States wiU mpenge tUa vnparaUehd outrage tciih the epirU which 
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» the ruoioth aM which the nation feek; believing as w6 do, that hoir« 
♦vcr unequal may be our naval strength, our enemies have nevertheless vul- 
oenble points within our reach, through which we may be able to strike them 

,, Jtxtractfrom the pfceedii^ of the cUtzem of Wett Chester, Jitl^ 4, 1807. 

^JUtohed undxammdy^ That we shall cons^er th« government of Great 
Britadn as having foifeited all claim to the fHendship and hospitality of the 
fovemment and people of the United States, until ample and proper satis- 
actioo be made; ^ and in confbrmity therewith, we oo soleomly pledge 
ounelves to maintain the strict observance of the proclamation of the presi' 
dint of the United States, by every means in our power. 

« Bemhedy 1 hat ve thaaat aU tfrneiy he preporetl to^encounter aO hazordt, $o 
wnantmn the righte and independence of our cotmtry with our Hvet and our for^ 
iiffiet/ and that we will support the adouniitration of the general govern- 
ment in eveiT proper measure which it may adopt, in the alternative of a 
coerced retribution of our wrongs, or in caUmg forth th^ energy and resotir- 
ces of the people at this important crisis." 

Ertract/rom the proceedings of the cidzenM ofLewietormn andite vicinity, July 10, 

1807. 

<<Re9olved unanimously. That the repeated aggresnene and violaiiont conh 
fitted hy Great Britain agahut aU neiiralnaHonM m gfneral, and particuiarly 
aeaiutt the peremie and privileget ofonr ettixene, as a free and independent peo- 
ple, have excited in us ^t abhorrence and indignation; that me late out- 
rage by the Leopard ship of war against the Chesapeake, we consider as 
a premeditated insult to our government and national cfiaracter, and wear- 
ing so barbarous an aspect, that longer plUience would degrade the name of 
Americans. . 

** Resolved unanimously, iW if upon the meetmg of Congress, it shall 
be found necessary to resort to hostile measures against Gre^ Britain for 
the attainment of justicer we will cheerfiilly submit to any deprivadons, or 
hardships attendant on a state of wi^, and we will make every exertion to 
perfect ourselves in the military art, and equip ourselves to oppose the base 
and coward'y enemy of our country." 

Extract from the proceedings of the citizen* of Aleoamdria, June 27, 1807. 

« Resolved,. That the tyrannic conduct of the British nation on the oceSK 
has justly rendered her odious among idl civ'dized powers. 

**Resohedt That we view the late savage anddastardl} outrage commit- 
ted by the Leopard British sljup of war onthe United States frigate Chesa- 
peake with due indignation.** ' 
Extract from the proceedi^ of the citizens of Wilmington, DeUrmart, July 4, 
1807, the venerable John IHckinton in the chair. 

^'Sesohed, That we view with the strongest sentSmenU of in^gnation and 
abhorrence the late unprovoked, kwles?, and ferocious attack made bv the 
British ship of war Leopard upon the frigate Chesapeake, and the daring 
insuk offered thereby to the flag, the government, and the people of the U . 
^ates.** 

Extract from the proceedings oj the citizens of Baltimore, June 30, 1807. 

** Resolved unanimously. That we view with indignation and horror the 
wanton attack Utely made upon the Chesapeake finite bv the British ship 
of war. Leopard, by which many ofour fellow-citiaens have been kilted and 
wounded, and the ^vemment and flag of our country most g^rossly insulted 

** Resolved unanimously. That we have perfect confidence in the wisdom 
and flrmness of the administration to enforce satis&ction for an outrage so 
gbring and injurious to the honor and difputy ofour country. 

" ReaoKed unaninHHisly, That vre -mU -with our Hves and fortunes support the 
government in aUsuch measurescu they may adopt on this momentous occasion,tm 
obtain redress and satisfaction fbr the outrage aforesaid." 
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EacTaetfrofh ihepmceedtng^ofOie dHxem «/* PhUaddphia^ Jtdjf 1> 1807. Jateph 
Bipkkuvn, etq. decretory* 

** Besolved, That the conduct of Great Biitaiii towards the United. State», 
has been too often marked by hostility, injustice, and oppression; and tiuit 
Uie outrage committed by the Leopa^ one oA her ships of war, under the 
express orders of one of her adtmrals, upon the Chesapeake, a fimte be- 
longing to the United States, is an act of such coosumate violejice and wroi^, 
and ofso barbarous and murderous a diaracter, that it woukl debase an^J de- 
grade any natien, and much more so, a nation of freemen, to submit to it. 

•<Re80i^n^ That we will support the administrafion of the general gov- 
emment in all and evei^ noeasure which may be adopted by them, to avenge 
the wrongs our countty haA snflered irom Gneat Britain, atd to coinp^ the 
most rigid retribution; and that to attain a full measure of justice frtxn her, 
we pledge ourselves to make any sacrifices^ and to encounter any hazards. 

/< Resolved, That by the laws and usages of nations, a national ship is i^ 
ways exempt and free fisom examination or search, by any fbrtign vessel of 
power.. 

Re9ohed, Thkt this premeditilted outrage is considered as tantamount to a 
declaration of war on the part of Great Britain, and as evincive of an izreconci- 
lable hostility to tliis nation. 

** JRetohed, Thtft we entertain a confidence, that the government of iht 
United States will adopt the most decisive and vigorous measures to obtain 
reparation for the iijjuries and wrongs sustained from the government of 
Great Britain.** 
Extract from the proceedingi of a meeting efcitixens •f PitttkurPy heldJuhlO^ 

i8or. 

"Resohred, That the, late outrageous and hostile conduct of the officers 
of the British nav>-, U> the flag <tf the United States on the coast of Virginia^ 
has excited our highest itidignatioh. 

** Reserved, That it is the duty of every true Americta to aid the govern- 
ment of our country in all measures havmg a tendency to protect its best ra- 
tcEest, its honour and independence." 

Extract from theproceetfinga oftht ciHzenM of Norfolk, June 24. 

" Resolved unanimously. That we view the unprovoked, piratical, savage^ 
wid assassin-like attack upon the Chesapeake with that horror and detesta- 
tion which should always attend a violation of th* faith of nations and the 
laws of war; and we pliedge our lives and our pTDpcrty to co-operate with 
the government in any, measures which they may adopt, whetiier of venirtance 
or retaliation." . ** -, 

Jixtractfrom an addresM of a committee appointed in J^orfilk^ to their feS^w cd- 
xeru, dated Jify 11, 1807. 

*« The last deed of savage ferocitv, unparalleled even in the naval amuOs'of 
BTitajn, awakened the sentiment of abhorrence in every breast Eveiy voice 
was loud in its call for reparation, commensurate to the insult; British in- 
science and barbarity had reached the ne phte xdtra. Thev bad the unblush- 
ing effiontenr to chum the rights of hospitalitv, while their hands were crim- 
fionedand smokmg with the blopdofyourcountr}Tnen; even at the instant 
they had declared war, in sight of*^ those shores from which, not many 
>ears past, their discomfited and recreant myrmidons were driven wtth A 
grace; m sight of those monuments, which iu your breasts with a holy ml 
aspiring admiration for the valour and triimiphs of your forefathers. The 
nation vrna unexpectedly plun^ into war, and younelves the first exposed 
to Its ruthless blast The choice of- tame submission or resistance was foi^ 
ced on your consideration; with one voice you declared that your ancestors 
nad wtested their riffhts, then* liberties, and mdependence from the suffo- 
cating grasp of British tyranny, by the sword; and that you, their posterity, 
nad resolved with it to defend and to perpetuate thehaBewed patrimony.'* 

To readers at a distance from Philadelphia, it may not be amiss <o state, 
that Mr. Hopkinson i» and has always been as decided a federalist m ' Hani* 
•on Gray Ot]^ Timothy Pickering, or Josiah Quincy. 
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jf^s^mct from the proceeding of the CtHzem of yew Tork, Julif 2, 1807. 

" Having received, wi\h the most lively indignation; authentic informa- 
tion, that ob the 22d ult an attack, unwMTantcd by the known usages of 
nations, and in Violation of our national rights, was made off the capes of 
Vimnia, on the United States* fiigate Chesapeake, commodore Barron, 
by his Britannic majesty's armed ship the Leopard, captain Humphreys : 
the citizens of New York, assembled in general nyseting, deem it to be 
their duty to express their opinions on this iresh outrage offered to their 
national sovereignty by the navy of Great Britain. 

** Retolved, that we consider the dastardly and unprovoked attack made 
on the United States* armed ship Chesapeake, by his Britannic majcsty^s 
ship, the Leopard, to be a violation of our national rights, as atrocious as it 
is unprecedented.** , , ... 

I.Ast in the loog list, let me take the iiber^ of •flfering to 
the world the sentiments of the citizens of Boston, in town 
meeting, held in the court-house. 

Boetoih J^ 10, 1807. 

«* Whereas it appears, by a proclamation issued by the president of the 
United States, that a most wanton and cruel outrage has been commit* 
ted upon the United SUtes* frigate Chesapeake, by the British ship of 
war Leopaid, in which our citizens have been wounded and murdered^ 
and the flag of our nation insulted and vioktod. Ami whereas it is the* 
duty, as well as right, of tlie citizens of a free country to express their 
readiness to support the constituted authorities in the measures they 
inay adopt for national redress of an injury so barbarous in its nature, and 
io unprecedented in its execution : therefore, 

« Uesolved unanimously, That the late aggression, committed by a Bri- 
tish ship of war on a frigate of the United States, for the aivowed pur- 
pose <tf taking from her by force a part of her crew, was a wanton out- 
nge upon the pertonft and lives of our citizens, and a direct attack 6a 
our national sovereignty and independence ; that the spirited conduct of 
our fellow citizens at Norfolk on this occasion, before the orders of gov- 
ernment could be obtained, was highly honourable to themselves and to 
the nation. 

•* Resolved unanimously, That QCj**** /""» tUgrdfied and temperate policy 
adopted hy our executive at thio momentotu ciino it entitled to our meat cot^ 
duU t^probation and support, 

^ ** ReaoWed unanimously. That with all our personal iniluence and ex* 
ertions we will aid and assist the constituted authorities in carrying tho 
proclamation of the president of the United States, in every particular, 
into lull and effectual execution. 

* Reached u»ammou»ly. That though we unite with our government m 
wkhinff most ardently for peace on just and honoui-ablc Urms, yet QCj^e 
are ready cheerfully to co-operate in any measures, however senou% 
which they may judge necessary for the saie^ and honour oi our coub» 
tiy, and will support them with our lives and fortunes.*' 

Besides the above meeting, there was another held in Bos- 
ton, at Faneuil Hall, on the l6th July, 1807, at which John 
Coffin Jones, esq. acted as moderator. John Quincy Adams, 
Hmrisan Gray Otis, Wm. Eustis, Christopher Gore^ Charlca 
Jones, John C. Jones^ Thomas H. Perkins Jonathan MasoHy 
and John Warren, esqrs. were appointed a committee to pre- 
pare a report, which contained the following resolutions— 

ll«alved, that we consider the unprovoked attack made on the United 
States armed ship Chesapeake, by the British ship of wir Leonard, a wan- 
Urn outrage up<m the lives of our fellow-dtiaens> a direct violation of our 
1 konour, and an infringement of our natronal rights and sovcrcifnty. 

16 
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Resolved, that we most sincerely approve the proclanmion, and Ui^ 
firm and djspassiopate course of policy pursued by the president of the 
United States, and wewUl.copialfy unite with our fellow-atizens in afford- 
ing effectual support to such measures as our government may further 
adopt, in thft present crisis of our affairs. 

To those unac(}uainted with the solemnity and regularity of 
the proceedings in Boston tovrn meetings, it maj^ not be im- 
proper to state, that there k prbbably no town in the world 
whose public meetings are conducted with more propriety and 
decorum — and that these resolutions may be regarded as full 
and as fair an expression of the sentiments of Uie citizens of 
the town as ever was given. 

I have already oflfer^ a few reflections on the charge of 
French influence, so universally all^d aff^inst Mr. Jefierson, 
and so generally believed by the iederausts throughout the 
union. At the period of passing these resolres, he had been 
in office six years and four months, out of eight years of hii 
presidency. And, behold, the town of Boston, afte^ so long 
an experience of his .conduct in this dignifled and arduous 
office,- passes on him the highest encomiums for his ^*jirmj and 
dispaasfionnte course of policy y* at a crisis of the utmost del- 
icacy. What a contrast — what a contradiction between this 
panegyric and the never-ending abuse, the remorseless vim- 
leiice, with whi<^h he has been assailed frojn that period t« 
the present in tiiat town, by men, the m^or part of whom 
were probably at the meeting, and concurred tn this vote •( 
anprobalton ! Alas ! alas ! what a poof, miserable, contempti- 
ble, senseless Animal is man ! To how little purpose is he 
endowed with that pr(>ud^ distinctive faculty, called reason, erf 
which he makes so little use ! 

It is due to justice;; and the spirit of impartiality which I 
have studiously laboured to preserve throughout this work, tm 
state, that previous to tiie bailing 6f tlie Chesapeake, Mr, Ha- 
milton, the British consul at Norfolk, had made Repeated ofll- 
cial demands of these four seamen, which demands j were re- 
pelled by the officers on board the Chesapeake, with the con- ' 
currence and approbation of the cabinet at Washington. This 
refusal led to the orders issued by admiral Berkeley, then itt 
Halifax, to Captain Humphreys, to take the men by force. 

it is also due to justice, to state, that as these men had 
entered voluntarily on board the Chesapeake — and as Great 
Britain steadily refuses to surrender foreigners who enter h^ 
vessels voluntarily — the claim made for these four sailors was 
not justified or warranted by her own practice. 

The following account of three of the four men thus seized, 
is extracted from a letter written by cdipmodore Barron, to die 
secretary of the navy, and dated April 7th. 1812. It. arose 
from the requisition of the British Consul at Norfolk, for the de- 
livery^ of these persons. 

*« WUHam Ware, pressed from on board the brig Neptune, captain GraHs, 
by the British frigate Melampus, in tke bay d' Biscay^ an^ his served ok 
board tke said frigate fifteen montj^fi. 
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" WiOiam Ware is a native American, born on I^pe creek, Frederick coun- 
ty, sUte of Maryland; at Bruce's iniUs, and serted his time at said mills. 
He also liyed at Ellicotf s mills, near Baltimore, and drove a waggon several 
years 1»etwe«n Hagerstown and Bah'miore. He also served eighteen months 
on board the United States' fi^te Chesapeake; under the command of com- 
modore Morris and Captam James Bairon. He is an Indian-looking man. 

« Dai lie! Martin was pressed at th« same time and place. He is a native 
•f Wes.-poitin Massachusetts about thirty miles to theeastward of Newport, 
Rhode Island; served hi$ time out of New- York with captain Marrowby,in 
the Caledoma; refers to I^r. Benjamin Davis, merchant, and Mr. Benjiunin 
Corce of West-port He is a coloured man. 

** John Strachan, born on the e^istem shore of IV^aryla^d, ,Queen Ann's 
'•ounty, between Centcrville and QueeiiVtown; refers to Mr. John 

Price, and Pratt, Esq. on Kent island, who know his relations. 

Strachan sailed in the brig .Martlia Bland, captain VViviU, from New- York to 
Dublin, and frow thence to Liverpool. He there left the brig and shipped 
on board an fiB^ish Guineaman. He was pressed on board the Melampus 
off cape Finisterre; to better his situation he consented to enter, being de- 
termined to make his escape when opportunity offered. He served on board 
the frigate two years. He is a white man, about five feet seven inches high. 

** >^diiam Ware and John Strachan have protections. Dajiiel Martin says 
he losc^his after leaving the ^igate." 

While the American mind was festering under the atrocious 
oatrase perpetrated by Capt. Humphreys, the British government 
issued a proclamation* directing the search for, and seizure of 
subjects on board neutral merchant vessels^ of which 1 subjoin the 
two principal paragraphs. 

" For the better execution of the purposes of this our royal proclamation, 
wc do authorize and command all ca])tams, masters, and others commanding 
our ships and vessels of war, to stop and make stay of aU and every such 
persbn or pereons (being our natural bom subjects) as shall endeavor to 
transport or enter themselves into the service of any foreign state, contrary 
to the intent and command of this our royal proclainationj and to seize upon; 
take, and bring' away aU such persons as aforesaid, who shall be found to be 
-employed or serving in any foreign merchant ship or vessel as aforesaid : 
but we do strictly enjoin aU aiKh of oujr captains, masters, and others, that 
they do permit no man to »> oa board such t*hips and vpssels belonging to 
states at amity with us, for the purpose of sizing upon, tarldi\ff, and bringing 
away, such persons as aforesaici, for wiiose discreet and. order !>' demeanor, the 
said captains cannot answer and that they do tak^ e^peoiaji c^e' that no un- 
necessary violence be done or offered to the vessel, or to th? ^f^mainder of 
tlie crew, from out of which sijch persons shall be takeiv 

** And in case of their receiving information of any such person or persons 
being employed, or serving op board any ship of war belong^g to such for- 
eign state, bemg a state at amity with us^ wp do authorize and command our cap> 
tains, mastery and otliers commanding our ships of war, to ycquire of the cap- 
tion. or commander of such foreign ship of war, that he do forthwitli release 
4ind discharge such person or pessons; being our natural bom subject or sub^ 
jects; and ii such release and discharge shall be refused, tlien to transmit in- 
fr>rmation of such refusal to the commander in chief ol the squadron under 
wh^e orders such captain or commanders shall be then serving; which in- 
formation the said commander in chief is hereby strictly directed uid en- 
joined to transmit, with the least possible delay, to our n^niste^ residing at 
the seat of government of that state to whioh the said fore/:gn ship of war 
shall belong, to demand reparation for the injury done to us by the unwar- 
rantable detention of our natural bom subjects in the sprvice of a foreign 
«Ute." 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

Blockade of the Coaet from the Etta to Brest. IferUn Decree. 

JlirsTEAD of redressing the gricyances of which our merchants 
so loudly, and so eloauentl j, and so justly complained, the Bri- 
tish government, on the I6tb. of May, 1806, under the adminis- 
tration of the celebrated Charles James Fox, issued a proclama- 
tion, blockading the coast of Germany, Holland, ana France, 
from the Elba to Brest, extending to about 800 miles. There . 
never was an adequate force stationed to effect a legal blockade ^• 
a third part of the coast included within the proclamation. 

The Frendi government, etasperated at tnis offensive and un- 
justifiable measure, retaliated on 6k«at Britain by the notorious 
Berlin decree, whereby the whole of the British dominions were 
declared to be in a state of blockade, although a single French ves- 
sel of war hardly dared to shpw itself on the seas ! :! 
Imperial decree declaring the British Isles in a state of Bhckade. 

Imperial Camp, Sertin^ JVw. 21, 1806. 

Napoleon, Emperor of tjie French, and Kin^ of luly, conaideriiig : 

1. That England does not admit the right of nationis, aa universaDj ac- 
knowledged by all civilized people, 

2. That she declares as an enemy eveiy individual belonging to an en- 
#nDy state; and in consequence makes prisoners ^f war, not only <m the crews 
of ormei/ vessels, but those also of merchant vessels, and even the supercar- 
goes of the same; 

3. That she extends or applies to merchant vessels, to articles of com- 
merce, and to the property or individuals,, the right of conquest, which can 
only be applied or extended M what belongs to an enem^ state; 

4. That she extends to ports not fortified, to harbours and moutlis of river*, 
the Hirht of blockade, which according to reason and the usage of civilized 
nations, is applicable only to strong or fortified ports; 

5. That ahe declares places blockaded before which she has not a singln 
Tmscl of war, although a place ought not to be conndered blockaded but 
when it is so invested Us that no approach to it can be made witl^out namV' 
nent hazard: that she declares even places blockaded which her united for- 
ces would be incapable of doing, such as entire coasts, and a whole empire; 

6. That this unequalled abuse of the right of blockade has no other ob- 
ject than to interrupt the communication of different nations, and to extend 
<he commerce and industry of England upon the ruin of those of the conti- 
nent; 

7. That this beinr the evident design of England, whoever deals on the 
continent in English merchandize favours that deagn, and becomes an ac- 
complice; 

8. That this conduct in England (worthy onfy of the first ages of barbar- 
. bm) has benefited her to the detriment of othemation^ 

9. That it being right to oppose to an enemy the same arms she makob 
use of; to combat as she does; when all ideas of Justice, and every liberal sen- 
timent (the result of civilization among men) are disregarded:' 

We have resolved to enforce against England th^ usag^ which she has 
conserrated in her maritime code. 

The present decree shall be considered as the fundamental law of the 
empire, until England has acknowledged that the rights of -war are the same 
on land as at sea; that it cannot be extended to any private property what- 
ever, nor to persons who are not militaiy, and until the right of blockaiii^- 
be restrained to fbrtifief} pkM:«8 actually invested by competent forces^ 
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▲Ttiek 1'. The Britisn idands are in a state of blockade. 

2. All commerce and coir^spondence witli them is prohibited. Confie^ 
quentl^yall letters or packets written in England, or to an Englishman, vftit- 
tern in tkt En§^ kaijruagt, ^hall not be despatched from the post-offices^ 
and shadl be s^zed. 

3. Every incUvidnal, a anbject of Great Britain, of whatever rank or con- 
dkioii, who IS found in countries occupied by our troops or those of our 
alfies, shall be made a prisoner of war. 

4. Every ware-house, all roerchi^ize or property whatever, belonging 
to an Englishman, are declared good prize. 

5. One naif of the proceedjj of merchandize declared to be good prize 
^d forfeited as in the preceding^ articles, shall go to indemnify merthanU 
who have suffered losses bv ^e English cruisers. 

6. Nt. vessel coming Erectly trom England or her colonies, or having been . 
tkeie since the publication of this decree, shaU be admitted into any port. 

7- Everv vessel that, by a false dechunition, contravenes the foregoing dupo- 
stion, shall be seized, and the ship and cargo confiscated as En^ish proper- 
ty- 

8. [This article states, that the councils of prizes at Paris and at Milan 
shdD nave rccopiizance of what may arise in the empire and in Italy under 
the pr^ent arbcle.] 

9. Communications of this decree shall be made to the kings of Spain, 
)9aples, HoDand, Etruria, and to our other allies, whose subiccts, as well as 
purs, are victims of the injuries and barbarity of the English maratime code, 

10. Our ministers of foreign relations^ &c. are charged with the execu- 
tion of the present decree. 

NAPOIIEON. 
Extravagant as this decree appearo, it is capable of some de- 
fence ; a defence not void of plausibility. It was promulga- 
ted to retaliate the blockade ot a great extent of coast, of 
which) as I have stated, t^^^o-thirds were not invested by any 
fbrce whatever. And it cannot be denied that if the block- 
ade of a single port three miles in* extent, much more a long 
line of coast, without a force to support it, be legal, the block- 
ade of the Britibh dominions, or even of a * whole continent, 
without a force, is likewise 1^1. And I am persuaded that 
Capt Boyle's celebrated faloekade of the British dominions,^ was 
quite as legal and defensible, as the late blockade of such^ 
ports of the United States as had no naval force stationed 
oefore titem. 

So far as respected American vessels, the Berlin decree was 
not enforced for twelve months. This is a' most important 
fact, and is not asserted lightly. It stands on respectable au- 
thority, to which no objection, will lie. This authority is Alex- 
luider Baring, Esq. member of the British house of commons. 

•* A> tondemnatton of an American vesad had ever taken place under itf 
and so little did the French privateers interfere with the trade of Ameri- 
ca with this country that Me insurance on it hue been very little higher 
than in time of profound peace / while that on the American trade with 
the contineiit ot Europe has at the same time been doubled and even 
trebled by the .conduct of our cruizors.'** 

Besides the above authority, I annex an official proof of my 
position : — 

••* Enquiry^ into the causes and coiisequenccji of the drders in councS; 
and an examination of the conduct of Great Britsun towards the neutral 
commerce of America By Alexander Baring, esq. M. P." London* pub- 
firiied Febmar>-, )808. Republished in Philadelphia, by Bradfbrd and Inskeep. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1^0 THE OLIVE BRANCH. 

Pari*, J^(n>, 12, 180?. 

Sm — Jt was not till yesterday that I received from Mr. Skipwhh a €•- 
py ot* the decree of the council of piizfes, in the case of the Horizon. 
Tnis is }he first unfriendly decision of that bodtf under the decree of the 21«* 
0f JVVv. 1806. In this cajse, and on the petition of the defendant^ the 
court has recommended the restoration of the lohdle cargo. I did not 
however think proper to jwn in asking* as a favour, what 1 believed my- 
felf eiltitled to as a right I subjoin a copy of my note to the olinister 
of foreign affairs. And am sir, &c. 

Mr. Madison, &f, JOHN ARMSTRONG. 



' CHAPTER XXn. 

Orders in Council of Mhvember llth, 1807. Milan Decree. 

As a retaliation for the preceding Berlin decree, ivere issued 
the orders of Nov. 11, 1807, whereby all neutral vessels, bound 
to France, or her dependencies, or to any port from which 
British vessels were excluded — and further, all vessels furnish- 
ed with French consular certificates of the origin of the car- 
goes, were declared liable to seizure and condemnation. Thia 
measure, so destructive to the rights and interests of the Uni- 
ted States, was predicated upon our acqtiiesence in the Berlin 
decree of November, 1S06, twelve months anterior* although 
that decree, as 1 have stated, had not been enforced against 
our commerce, and of cours^e we had no ri^ht to remonstrate 
a^inst it. There did not, • therefore exist that acquiescence 
wliich could have warranted this high handed outrage. 

To enable the reader to' judge correctly on the subject of 
these celebrated orders, I annex a copy of them at full length. 
M the Court of the queen's Palace^ the llth of J^ovember, 1807, 
present^ the King*s most excellent J^ajestp in Council. 

'Whereas certain orders, establishing an unprecedented system ^f war- 
fai-e against this kingdom, and aimed eapecialiy at the destruction of its 
commerce and resources, were some time since issued by the government 
of France, by which " the British islands were declared to be in a state 
of blockade ;" thereby subjecting to capture and condemnation all resseb 
with their cargoes, wWh should con^ue tp trade with his majesty's do- 
minions : , X 

And where:is by the same orders, " all trading in English merchandize 
is prohibited; and every article of merchandize belon^ng to England, or 
coming from her colonies, or of her manufacture, is declared lawful prize." 

And whereas the nations in alliance with France, and under her con- 
troul, were required to give, and have given, and do give, effect to such 
orders .- - * 

And whereas his majesty's order of the Tth of January last, has not 
answered tlie desired purpose^ either of compelling the enemy to reodl 
those orders, or of inducmg neutral nations to interpose, with effect to 
obtain their revocation ; but, on the contrary, the same, have been re- 
cently enforced with increased rigour: 

And whereas his majesty, under these circumstances, finds himself com- 
pelled to take further measures for asserting and vindicating his just 
rights, and for supporting that maratime power which the exertions and 
valour of his people have, under the blessing of providence, enabled hira 
to establish and maintaiii ; md the mayitenance cf which is not more 
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essential to the safety and prosperity of his majesty's domituons, tban it 
is to tae protection of such states as still retain their independence, and 
to the general intercourse and happiness of mankind 

His majesty is therefore pleased, by and with the advice of his privy coun- 
<al, te order, and it is hereby ordered, that all porta and places of France and 
her aUUty or of any otfter cotmtry at -war vnth hU majenty, and all other porta or 
places in Europe, from vhich, aUhovgh not at -war toith his mt^esttf, the British 
JUig is exchidedy and all the ports or places in the colomes behngir^ to his ma- 
jesty"* s enemies, shall from henceforth, be subject to the same restricOens in point of 
trade and navig-ation, tdth the, exceptiofis hereinafier mentioned, aa if the same 
-aere actually bio chaded by Us majeshfs naval forces, in the most stru^and rigo- 
rouB manner, ' And it is' hereby farther ordered and declared, that all tnde 
in articles which arc of the produce or manufacture of the said countries or 
colomes; shall be deemed and considered to be unlawful; and that every vessel 
trading from w to the said fcountrics or colonies, together with goods and 
iBcrchandize on board, and all articles of the produce or manu£BU:ture of ih& 
said countries or colonies^ shall be captured and condemned as prize to the 
captors. 

But although his majesty would he fully iustified, by the circumstances 
and considerations above recited, in establisKuog such a system of restric- 
tions with reipect to all the countries and cdlonies of his enemies, without 
exceptioii or qualifit^ations; yet his majesty, being nevertheless desirous not 
to subject neutrals to any greater inconvenience, Uian is absolutely insepara- 
ble from the catryinff into effect his majesty's just determination to coun* 
teract the designs of tiis etiemies, and to retort iipon themselves, the conse- 
Quences of their own violence and injustice, and being yet willing to h(^e 
that it may be possible (consistcnthr with that obicct) still to allow to neu- 
trtds the opportunity of mmishing themselves with colonial produce for their 
own consumption and supply; a:nd even to leave opefi for the present SUCH 
TRADE WITH HtS MAJESTY'S ENEMIES AS SHALL BE CARRIED ON 
WRECTLY WITH THE PORTS OF HIS MAJESTY'S DOMINIONS, OR 
OF His ALLIES, in the manner hereinafter mentioned. 

His majesty is therefore pleased farther to order, and it is hereby order- 
ed, that nothing herein contained shall extend to subjeet to capture or con- 
demnation, any tcssel, or the cargo of ai^ vessel, belon^ng to any country 
npt declared by this order to be S!ibjected to the restrictions "incident to a 
state of blockade, which Aall have cleared wit with such cargo from somt 
port or place of the coimtiy to which she belongs, cither in Europe or Amer- 
ica, or, from some free port in his majesty's colonies, under circumstances 
in which from trade such tree port is pennit'tedjdirect to some port or place^in 
tlie colonies of his majesty's enemies, or from those colonies direct to the 
•ountoy to which such vessel belongs; or to some free port in his majesty's 
«ok>me8, in such cases, and with such articles, as it may be lawful to miport 
into wch free port; nor to any vessel, or cargo of any vessel, belonging to 
any country not at *^ar with his majesty which shall have cleared out from 
some port or place in this kingdom, or from Gibraltar or Malta, undeF 
such regulations as liis majesty may think fit to prescribe, or from any port 
belonging to his majesty's allies, and shall be proceeding direct to the port 
9pecined in her clearance; nor to any vessel, or the cargo of any vessel, be- 
longing ta any country not at war with his majesty, which shall be coming 
from any port or place in Europe, which is declared by this order to be sub- 
ject to the restrictions incident to a state of blockade, DES TINED TO 
SOME PORT OR PLACE IN EUROPE BELONGING TO HIS MAJESTY, 
wkI which shall be on her voyage direct thereto; but these exceptions are 
not to be understood as excepting from capture or confiscation any vessel 
or goods which shall be liable thereto in respect of having entered or de- 
- parted from any port or place actually blockaded by his majesty's squadrons 
fx ships of war, or for being enemies' property, or for any other cause than 
the contravention of this present order. 
And the commandMs tf bis majwty's ships of war and privateers, and 
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•therveaoels acting under his majes^s commiBsien^ shafibe, and are bereb)" 
instructed, to warn eveiy ressel which shall have commenced her voyagte 
prior to w notice of this order, and shall be destined to an^ part of Fnnice, 
c!r of her allies, or of any other countiyat war with his majesty, or to any 
port or place firom whidi the British fls^, as aforpsaid, is excluded, or to a^y 
colony belon^ine to his majesty's enemies, and which shall not have cleared 
out as is herein before allowec^ to discontinue' her voyage, and to proceed to 
some |>ort or place in tlus kingdom, orto Gibraltar or Malta. And any res. 
feel which, after having been so warned, or after a reasonable time shall hare 
b€«n afforded for the arrival of information of this his xmjesty's order to any 
port or place from whidi she sailed, or which, after having notice of this or- 
der, shall be found in the prosecution of any voyage contrary to the res- 
trictions contained in this order, shall be captured, and, together wi& her 
carg^, condemned as lawfiil prize to the captors. 

And whereas countries not engaged in the war have acquiesced in the 
Orders of FrSuice, prohibiting all trade in any^artides the produce or roan^ 
n^iotui^ of his mi^esty's dominions; and the merchants of^those countries 
have given couuteiisnce and effect to those prohibitions, by accepting from 
persons' styling themselves commercial agents of the enemy, resident at npu- 
tral ports, certain documents termed ^'certificates of origin^ being certifi- 
cates obtained at the ports of shipment, declaring that the ariicks ' of the 
cargo oretM oft/te produ^ or manufaetiare of hu majetty^o dotmmona^ orto that 
effect. 

And whereas this expedient has be^en directed b^ Frahce^ and submitted 
to by such merchants, as part of the new system of'^war&re directed against 
the trade of this kingdom, and as the most effectual instrument of accom* 
plishing the same; and it is tlierefore essentially necessajy to resist it. 

His niaiesty is therefore pleased, by and with the advice of his privy coun* 
cil, to order, and it is hereby order^ that if any vessel, after reasonable 
time shall have been afforded for receiving notice of this hw majesty's or- 
der, at the port or place fix>m which .such vessel shall have dearedout, 9baU 
be fouJid caiTt/i:i^ any tw:k certificate or docrtment aa c^foreoaid, or any d9cumeni 
referring to of atahettticating the eame, such ves§el shall be adjudged lawful 

grize to the cuptors, toj^ether with the goods laden therein, belonging tb 
ic person or persons by whom, or on whose behalf^ any such document was 
^ut on board 

And the right honourable the lords commis&oners of his majesty's trea- 
fluTy, his majesty's principal secretaries of state, tj^e lords commissioners of 
the admind^; and the judges of the hjgh court of admiralty, and courts of 
vice admiralty, are to take the necessaxy measures herein, as to them shall 
Respectively ippertaiu, 

W. FAWKENEE. 
The preceding orders were assigned by Na^leon as a reason 
for, andjastification of, the Milan decree, of fwhich I submit a 
copy; although it somewhat deran]^ the plan of this part of mj 
work. But 1 prefer grouping these three documents together, for 
the ease and convenience of Sie reader. 

IMPERIAL DECREE. 

^ejmnder to fM Britdnme maJetty*A Order in Council^ of the lUh. AVvemberi 
im. Jit our Royal Palace at MSUm, December 17, 1807. 

Xapolcon, emperor of the French, king ofltaly, and protector of the llhen- 
ish confederation. 

Observing the measures adopted by the British government, on the IIHl 
Vovember last, by which vessels belonging to neutral, friendl>', or evem 
^wers the allies of England, are made liable, not only to be searched by 
£ng)ish cruizers, but to be compulsorily detained in England, and to have a 
tax laid on them of so much per cent on the cargo, to be regulated by tht 
British legislature. , 

Observm^ that by these acti^ the Brit^h govenment denatianakxe* ships 
•f every nation in Europe; thatitii not competent tor any g o v er nment to d»% 
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tract from hs owftindependeiice and rigfats; all tiie sovereign*, of . Europe 
having iii,trust the sorereigntie^and independence of^the flag; that if by an 
unpardonable weakness, and which in the eyes of posterity would be an in* 
liehbie stain, if such, a tyranny was allowed to be eeUblished into principles, 
and ^ consecrated by usage, the English wbuld avail ^emselves 'of 
it to| assert it as a right, as they have availed themselves of the tole- 
rance of governmeht to establish the in^mous principle, that the flag of a 
nation does not cover goods, and to give to their, right of blockade ah ar- 
hftiary extension, which infringes pn tne sovereignty of every state; we hav« 
decreed and do decree as follows. 

I. Every ship, lo whatever nation it may belong, that shall have submitted 
to be searched by an English ship, or to a vo3rage to England, or shall have 
paid any tax whatsoever to the English government, is thereby, and for that 
alone, declared to be denatiotuiUxed; to have forfeited the protection* of its 
king; and lb have become English property. 

IL Whether the ships thus denatumalized ^hy the arbitraiy measures of the 
English ^vemmeut, enter into our ports, 6r those of our allies, or whether 
they fall mio the hands of our ships of war, or of our privateers, they are 
declared to be good and lawful prize. 

III. The British islands are decUred to*be in a state of blockade, both by 
land and sea. Every ship of whatever nation, or whatsoever the nature of its 
caigo may be, that s^uls from the ports of Englanc^ or those of the English 
colonies, and of the countries occupiisd by En^sh troops, and proceeding t6 
England, or to the Engli^ colonies, or to countries occupied by Enf^sb 
troops, ik good and lawnd prize, as contrary to.tlie present decree; and may 
be captured by our ships or war,or our privateers, and adjudged to the captor. 

IV. These measures, which are resorte4 to only in just retaliation or the 
barbarous system adopted b/England^ which ^assimilates its legislation to that 
of Algiers, shall cease to liave any effect 'with req>ect to all nations who 
shall have the firmness to compel the English government to respect their 
flag. They shall continue to be rigorously in force as long as that govern-' 
roent does not return to the principle of the iaw of nations which regulates 
the relations of civilized stated iji.ft state of war. The provisions of the 
present decree shall be abrogated and null in iacts,- as soon as the English 
abide again by the principles of the Uiw of nations, which are also the prin 
eiples or justice and honour. 

All our ministers are charged with the execution of the present decree^ 
which shall be inserted in the bulletin of the Uftvs. ^ NAPOLEON. 

^Ohthe i25th of Noirember, 1807) an additional order in couiif 
cu was issued, and oh the 25th of March, 1808, an' act of parlia*^ 
ment passed, the object of both of which Was to permit atradebe^ 
tween neutral nations (the only neutral nations then were the 
United States and Sweden) and France and her d^endencies, 
tit the condUum that the Vessels engaged in it shaula enter some 
BriHsh ptre, PAY A TRANSIT DUTY, and take out a license! 
Jhd the Britieh eovemment affected to regard this arrangement 
*flt a favour confarred ott neamife//// This was fairly capping the 
climax* 

It mOT not be unsatisfactory to the reader, to state th^ duties 
thus laid on the exports of the Ignited States by a foreign natioi. 
WM might Mr. Baring declare— 

''H is imntaterial^ wheUier'it l^e a tax on staroptf , or on cotton. This 
4|ue9tvm hsB been thavu^ect of a long and bloody war." 

Goodi aiUmed to be bonded- 

BeriBa - - - lOffpercwtor - - - - S? S9 

B«k (Pfciuvian) fit — - • - - 1 35 

"*•■ - ... 7#— •.. . - 1^ 

17 
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Cocotnuts! - - /I — 


•444 


Ckrffee . - 1 8f-r - . • -; 


620 


Ginger * - • 7# — 


1 57 


Gum Arab, and Senegal 10*-* ?. 


222 


Hemp - : 1^* — 


3 35 


Hides (ray) . - • StpCThidc 


6? 


Jalap ' • - - Gdferlh. 


* 11 


Indigo - - , -St — • 
Iitm(inbar») -. ^ — per cwt 
Pimento - - 2d per lb. 


45 

13 32 

4 


Pitch - - 4»4</pcf 31 Jgil. 


96 


Quickmlver - . - l»p«r lb. 


22 


Bhubarb - - 2* — 


J5 


Rice » - 2»pcrcwt. 


45 


Rum and Spirits angle - SdpergaL 


* 15 


Do. ove^proof , - It 4d — 


30 


Sugar (brown or MuBcaTado) 10« pcrcwt 
Do. (wtutcorjoiayed) - l'4t pcrcwt 


3 11 


Tallow . . ' - 7« - _ 


1 ^ 


Tar • .- - 4r4dper»l i gaL ■ 


■ - 96 


Tobacco - - Id i per 4b. 
Turpentine (common) - 3t 6d per cwt 


- - 3 


• . • - 78 


Wine - . i6 per 2«2 gal«^ . . 


-; 26 64 


Wood (mahogany - 1 per ton 


"444 


Cotton - , Qdperlb.- 


; 17 


timber - . l\7s der 50 c. feet 


59f 


Masts, &c. 6 inches under 8 Ss per piece 


1 11 


— 8—^ 12 lOti- 


•222 


12andupwarcbZ17«T- 


S9g 


Chodt rust aUorwed to be bonded^ and upon vffdch the home-cwmmptim dutUi 


nntit be paid on importation.- 




Anchors40 per cfent, oh the value. 




Annatto . - - /2 8t4Jpcrcwt 


r 810 65 


Argol -• - 5t-. 

Ashes - - lOt— . . 


111 

222 


Oak bark - - 2t,6d 


^ 


Bread - - .4t— 


9a 


Butter - . «a -^ - i ■ 


444 


Cable and Cordage - ^St— - 


4*00 


Wheat - lOtperqr. . 


- • 2 22 


Wheat meal and Flour • 5t per cwt 


1 11 


^tock-fish - . 2t6dperl20 


56 


Other rish , - - 4« pdr cwt 


90 


Seed Oil - . no lOt per252 gals. 
Pork - - > 17t6dper'cwt 


4662 


392 


Flax-seed - - It6dper56 1b: 


33 


Prize goods prohibited. Goods not enumerated, but 


^ichmay be used 



in this country^on Hie present duties 40 per cent 

A letter from Hathbone, Jfu^hes and Dimcaiu of Liverpool, dated in the. ^ 
j^nning of April^ 1808, hai^ this paragraph: 

"The^ cities \o attach to the cargoes of aU veiseh from th» United IStates 
to timae ports on the continent^ which are under the iuJIpeHce of France, and <k^ 
rive in this country 9 in compliance roith the orders in council qfthe 11, JVotJpmAcr." 
A Stasis of part cf the Ejects of these Duties, 

A carjgpQr of cotton, of 1000» bales, of 300 Iba. each, which is about the com- 
mon we^ht, paying 9d.^8terling; per lb. in England, would amount to the pre- 
cise wm of 50,000 dollars. The same cargo of cotton at 14 J cents, the aver- 
age price for fine Louisiimacpttoiv. would nofe cost at X«w-6rlean8 more tlum 
Vi500 dpllars. Thus the e^rter would have to pay {(6,500 in Loodoo^ a» a 
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d^ibr liberty td]m>ceed to the continen t, more than the or^nalont—40 
t^Ms mieht be added the yarious other charges of tonnage, &c. amounting to 
^ut 30Q0 dollars more. 

** A cargo of tobacco maybe ssud to consist of 400 hogsheads— for the sake 
ff rouna numbers, we will suppose each hogshead only to weigh 1000 lbs. 
and the account stands thus— 400,000 lbs. Tobacco^ at Id j 
sterling per pound, is 12,500 sterling,^ or g 11,100 00 

Tonnage, at 12» per ton on 400 tons, is /340 sterling, or 1,065 OQ 

Ijdght money ana various other charges and att^dant ex- 
penses, would amount to 800 00 

Amount of tribute on ^ cargo ' 12,965 00 

. Of the 80,000 hogsheads we generally exported^ about 12,000 were con- 
sumed in the British isbtfids.- The rest went to the continent. Put them, 
98 before, at 1000 Ib^^ach, and what is the amount of tribute on thif single 
article ? 

68,000 hotheads tobacco, weighing each 1000 lbs. is 68,000,000 
lbs at Id i sterling perpoimd, b M25,00d, or g 1,998,000 00 

irO ships* tonnagp, &c. at 2000 dollars each 840,000 00 

^^monnt ofannual tribute on tobacc6 3,338,000 00 

A ship would carry about from 3000 to 3500 barrels of flour, say for the sake 
of calculation, 6000 cwt. 

6,000cwt. at 5#sterlmgper cwt amountsto ^1500, or S ^>P^ ^ 

Tonnage and charges, as above 1,865 60 

▲mount of tribute op one cargo of floiir ?>525 60 

A ship load of fish would cobt about 3500 or 4000 dollars, including the iu- 
ecs a'^jl charges.* *^ 



CHAPTER XXIII. 

Jfie ordfiTS in council of November U, \S07f defended by 4mf' 
icons. Founded on the untenable plea of American acmies- 
eence in the Berlin Decree. • Enquiry into their causes ana cotir 
sequ^iCes by A; Barings Esq. M. P. 

i^EaNioious as were the orders in council to the most vital 
interests of the United 'Scales— deefading as was the- condition 
of paying a transit' duty in English ports— and unjust apd un-^ 
founded as was the aUe|;ation on' whicl^ these orders were predica- 
ted, there were defenders ofthem in -this country— Americans 
bom. Among the number were men in high and elevated stations, 
possessing a great degree of public confidence^nd political influ- 
once. It is a most singular fact, that the cause of England has 
,been far more abl/ supported in our debates, and in our political 
* speculations and essays, than in London itself. There is no man 
of character or standing in society innhat city, or in the British 
parliament, that has attempted to^deny the magnitude of our 
wrongs. The ministry and their friends have palliated their pro- 
ceedings by the miserable plea of necessity— and of retaliation— a 
plea that Barbarossa, or Koulikan, or Bonaparte^ could witli 

• For all these statements and calculatiofts I am indebted to Niles's Weekly 
Register, vol 3, page 79. 
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equal justice advance. . But such respectable mtn as the Ro^ 
coesy the Whitbre^idsy the Barings, have bestowed on the outra* 

Sous measures of their government, the most unqualified repro* 
tion. I have it not in my power at present to refer to the de- 
bates in parliament. Butt perfectly well recollect, and soch of 
my readers as have access to tl^^ will see at once, that the rec- 
titude of the conduct of our government, and its mild endeavors 
to procAre redress, have received the mostuneouivocal encomiums* 
from some of thermost illustrious characters in weat Britain. 

The respectability of Mr. Alexander Baring is a matter of pubr , 
lie netoiiety throughout the commercial world. The^re is no man in 
England more attached to the honour and the interests of his coun* 
try. flis testimony has been, as I have said, uniformly boirne in 
our favour, and a^nst the enormous injustice of the orders in 
council — and a^ it cannot fail to have a weight proportioned t6 his 
talents, integrity, and character, I shall very freely quote firont 
such an uneiceptionable source. 

The orders in cQtincil of Nov. it, ISOf, were, as we have seen, 
predicated upon our acquiescence in the Berlin decree. Mr. Ba- 
ring having stated the fact,* that this decree not having been put 
into operation against our commerce, we had no right to re- 
monstrate against its^ proceeds, * 

«« Unless, therefore, his majes^s mihitters have some information of which 
the public is not possessed,, and which contradicts the very clear evidence 
the public do possess, Mre must conclude that the assertion m, orders i^ ^own- 
pi tjiat America had been guilty of that acquiescei>cc in the decrees of France, 
which ^wys to draw down, and has drawn down upctn her, our menaced re- 
taliation, (QT is totally vend of foundation.^f 

The fdlacy of the allegation of an acquiescence in the berlin 
decree having been proved, Mr. Banns thus accounts for the 
Milan decree, which was the offspring of the orders in council 
of November 11, 1807. 

««If what has been stated, be corrcbt, that our orders in council are not 
justified, by any previous proVocaiion,(j3a'hey must be* evidently acts «f 
orig'mal aj^gression; and France retaliate much in the same manAcr.and with 
the same nght as we ourseh'es should have done, had tlie Berlin decree been 
rigidly executwl.'*^ 

The following master! v analysis of the orders in council is taken 
from Mr. Baring's pamphlet. 

"M trade directly from America to every pchrt and comtry at -mar ttfUh 
Cheat Biitaiftf or from wfdch the British jUag if excluded^ is totally prohibited 
In thi* generml prohUtitioTi^ every part of Europe y with the exception at present of 
Stoeden^ it included: and no distinction tohatever made between the domestic pro' 
duce of^^mericOf and that of the colonies, re-exported from thence / / / 

•* The trade from America to the colonies of all nations, remains unaltered 
by the present order. ' .America may export the produce of her Qvm country, 
ha that of no other, to Sneden.' 

" With the above exception, all articles, whether of domestic or colonial 
producf exported bj^ America to Europe, must he landed in this country [£ng. 
and] from whence it is intended to x>ermit their exportation, urfder sncJi 
regulations as shall be hereafter determined. 

• See pag^e 119. f Baring's Enquiiy, page 70. + Ibid 
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«< Qy these regulations it is understood that duHet are $o be imj^ottd tni 
0U itrtide^ so re-exported. But it is intimated that an exoepuon will be- 
made in favour (n such as are the produce of the United States cottoK 
excepted. , . • 

** Any .vessel, tiie cargo whereof shall be acco^ipanied with certificates 
of French consuls abroad, of its onginV fthalJ, together with its cargo, bo 
liable to seizure and condemnation. * . . • 

It is here proper to make a solemn pause. The subject de- 
aenres iKe deepest, the most serious reflection. Let us exa- 
mine this sketch, drawn by a masterly hahd, beyond the reach 
of suapiciqn.^ Let i^ considef tbe despotic, the lawless claims 
it as8erts---tb6 prostrate, the base, the despicable state itpl&p. 
c^es the commerce and the rights of a sovereign, an indepen- - 
dent, and.unoifending nation whose trade was of incalculable 
importance to the power thus daring to legislate f(fr us, and 
destroy our dearest rights, pi sovereignty* When this is all 
fairly and duly weighed, let us correctly appreciate the. con- 
duct of so many . Americans, wiip have asserted with a zeal 
worthy of a good cause, that England ^' has really done bi'- 
pommerce no essential injunr!"t' The annals of the world 
prodttce nothing more indefensible— ^nothing more asto^' ^. 

The. end proposed by the Ifritish government in this . .pen- 
doas Rr^ect ot usurpation, is thus ably sketched. 

^(Xy*T^ Americana aire t& brmg'*i9 thiBjynmtrp all the produce of their 
•vn, and afi tJiat of our enemies* colomes, vMch ihey ^export to Eitrope 
We are here to form a grand f mporium of the costly produce of -A^ 
and America, whioh^is t* be dispensed to the jdiffeient countries of Eu- 
rope, under such regulations as we may think proper; I suppose, accor- 
Ang to their goed behaviour. * 03* Taxes are to be raised from the con^ 
Mumers on the continent! and they are to be contrived with such judicioOs 
jilrin as to secure our own West Ii^dia * planters a preference to those of. 
Cuba and Martinique/*t 

♦* The American merchant, with th« best intentions of trading legally, 
(sannot always know wliat this countiy permits ; for we admit that up- 
holding a general principle which we never enforce,' we may and oo 
rary our permission to neutrals under it as we please. Supposing him. 
in this respect not liable to error, he is exposed to unjust decisions in 
our vice atlmiralty court — a danger of no common magnitude, if we are. 
lo believe tlie assertion of lord Mawkesbury in tlie house of commons, tlie 
29th of April, ISdl, that of 318 appeals from these courts, only 35 of the 
cwutemnations were canfirmed**^ \ \' 

What a hideous picture of the rapacity and piratical pro- 
ceedings of the Sfritish privateers is nere exhibited ! It is not 
unfair to suppose, that of the number of vesseb captured and 
brought in for adjucation, one-fourth were cleared in the 
West-Indies. Admitting this calculation, the. whole number of 
captures embraced in the statement of Lord Hawkesbury, was 
probably 420, of which f^bout 100 were cleared in thp West 
Indiea-^285 unjustly condemned there, and afterwards clear- 
ed in 6. Britam— :atid only 55 really >and bona fide lawful prize 
— so that it appearti, that of every twelve vessels brought in 
for trial, eleven were unjustly captured ! 

" If we had maintsuned and defended this, doctrine boldly and fiuriy against 
tO nations, good arguments in favour, of it could not be wantinpf. But when 
• Idem, page 12. f Mf, Pickering's Ifetter to governor Sulhvan, pape 12. 
^Btring's Enquiry^ page 16. ^ hlem, page 43- 
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we haFe uniformly yielded it, and indeed fcnbome to claim it, can it he, r««r« 
mstent either toiih magnardmxty or good poUcy, to bring it forward now, \B£^ 
ICAUJSE THE OJ^LY REMAmmO JfEUTRAL HAS ABEFEJ^CE- 
X^S& COMMERCE ? If tuch cowardly injnnice it to be one ((f outresour- 
eet in thae drying time; -when devaUoh of sentiment and of national fharatter 
are m»re than ever-warOed, the meank and strength ofthie powerful en^rire are^ 
indeed Hrangefy ndeunderttood."* 

*< This decision [ip the case of the Cssex, Ormt,] aKhougb the distinction 
was not made to catch tbm common eye, was well Icnown to embrace the 
whole foreign trade ofJiantrica^ excepting that in her own produce. R cir- 
culated rapidly among bur cnliiers an^ privateers ; and Cj^in the course 
of a fortnight the seas were cleared of every American Aip they could find, 
which now crowded our ports for. trial ; and our M^est India merchants were 
gratified by neutral insunmce and freights being at least doubled by this in- 
genious discovei7."t . • • 

<<This d^sion laid the foundation of all the ^con^>laints oT America of 
pur vexatious measures agsdnst'her trade, as . it introduced a totaHy new , line 
ofconduct towards it; and that change produced the hon4mpprtation act at 
which we Affect' «> much indignation?' 

"Nor was the injury to the Americans confined to the application of these 
new and vexatious principles; for our privateers, apprehending little dai^r 
of being made ^anfts^erable fbr their error, were not disposed to make nice 
distinctions; but detained and sent in every vessel they met with; under ^e 
most frivolous pretences; in which \hey were also encouraged'by the e3^>ec- 
tation of actual war. Of the extent to which this was carried, s<mie uiea 
maybe f5rmed,.w^en it is stated, that cargoes, wholly of American produce, 
and of the produce of nditralcjHntri^^rading with America^ were ckpturcd, 
and even brought to trial.'*§ . 

" The owners of priyateers are in the daily pracflce of bringipg in valua- 
ble cargoes, and offeiiflg; immediately to release ^em for one or two hundred 
guineas. They sometime^ uequilre a.i^uch larger sunt. The London mer- 
chant is cither obUged to .acquiesce' in THIS INIQUITOUS ROBBERY, or 
!et his correspondent suffer th^ more- expensive vexations which it is unfbr- 
. tunatelyinthe power of these peOpl^ to infiiet"|l • . , 

"The measures resorted to ny America, under th^ circumstances of 
provocation, were certainly of the mildest species of hostility, and such as 
evidently shewed a desire of peace. A law waa passed prohibitiiig the im- 
portation of certain articles of British *|nanuiactUre( by which a demonstra- 
tion of commercial wai&re was certainly intended, put it is such* as every 
independent nation, even in time of peace^ ha$ a nght to resort to without 
giving offence: and if the commerce of America were to be materiallv in- 
terrupted, a reduction of her importation of^Eiut)pean articles became india- 
pensable. This law, after different suspensions, is not yet repealed. Of iti 
wisdom, as i commercial measure, there may be doubts; but a^ an annoy- 
ance of oijr trade, for the purpose of enforcing a respect for theirs, we have 
60 right to complain of \\}*\ 

«* If we had treated the commerce of America with sinccritv, instead of 
molesting it; as we hiive seen, BY A REPETITION OF THE MOST 
IHSGRACEFUL CHICANE, that commerte Would have suffered less, and 
our own ends would, have been answered. Sucn an appeal to the goocf sense 
of that country, would certainly have been less likely to produce war than 
the sophistry with which they have been treated, and.pf which every man 
in it must detest the folly.**** 

" For so extensive an injury to a countjy 03* WHOSE RIGHT OF INIffi. 
PENlMiNT SOVEREIGNTY WAS VIOLATED, AND WHOSfi COM- 
MERCE WAS DESTROYED BY THIS PROCEEDING, it would have 
been in vain to search for authorities or precedents any wherc.*'-H- 

We have seen that French consular certificates of tne origta 
^ Baring's Enquiry, page 47^ * f Id^floi, page 50. t Idem, page 51. 
, % Idem, pages S7 ^i.$i^ \ Idem, page 58. 

1 1dem, page 59, *• Idem, page 63. ItWcm, page W- 
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»f the cargo of a Tessel, by the onlers .in council subjected 
boitk ▼.easel and * cargo to condemnation. On the iniquity, of 
this feature of the orders, Mr. Baring remarks ^— 

•* We in many cases require for^g^ articles^ imported into this country U> 
be accompanied by certificates from Our consuls abroad. Nothing can^ there* 
fore, be more frivolous than (h6 assertion of our ri^tt to compl&in of the- ac- 
quiescense sf Ameripan merchants in the regulations of Fricmce respecting 
certificates of origin.*'* 

V. * . * ■ 

I hope the iv^aderwijl attend to.thef consequences of this fea- 
jtureHit^the orders in council. Let it never be fo^otten. It is 
-worthy of beinfi; born% in eternal remembrajuce.* If they had no 
other odiotis feature, {his would be sufficient to disgrace them, 
and their authors and abettors. , Suppose Mr. George Cabot, 
Mr. James Lloyds jup. Timothy Pickerinc:, Commodore Dale^ or 
anry other citizen of the United States, to send a vessel to sea, 
•wned by himself, manned with A'm'erican sailors j and loaded with 
American productions ^bounH for fte solitary comer of Europe, 
Sweden, which was not interdicted by th^ orders in council- 
suppose her provided with a French consular certificate* of the 
<Mngin of the cari^o: and' finally, to clbse -our- suppositions, sup- 
pose her earned into Londonby aBntish privateer— and bro^ignt 
Defore Sir William Scott for adjudication.— She would most assur- 
^dlvbe condemedfor an. infrd^gement of the lajbv of nations, 
iH beinff^ovided .with a French consular cerHJicatelU Wha* 
an awtol mockery of justice in those who prescribed, what a 
shameful prostration and basene^ of mind in those who preach- 
ed submission to— such a lawless regulation, ^Iculated to *'prey 
itpon the unprotected property of ajHendty power.^H 

f The comprehfensive nature of the injury which Americi^ must suffer 
fr<Hn our sjrsten^ by ^vineno class of its popuUtion unaffected by it^ af- 
finds little" hope of the intwerence of-anyfoi;the preservation of peace. The 
«eat interest which a coUntrjr still possesang the means of independence, 
should feel in the preservation c^ours,-^'/*c/MnV» t^nwe immediate and 
pertepHbU ccmequ^i^ceB 9fowr; folly and irijtuhce.**^ , . . , • i.- 

«Thc new orclers were of a descrijitioato phxhice a revolution m the whok 
coouneive of the world— *nd a total derangement of those neutral rights and 
jdatioos by which dvilized nations have hitherto been connected,*'§ 

«* It must be evident Irom the whole tenor of our proceedings, that cwn- 
mercbl interest has been our moving principle throughout; that, every de- 
mbnstKtionof the slightest hostility on the other wde, has originated m our 
attempts to advance that interest in violating the rights and interests of others; 
•nd that— if ire are at last called upon to taKe up arms^ it is on our part a 
quarrel about sugar and coffee, and not in 9upp<)rt of naUonal honour. I 

•* The amtequenset of»ucha»tate of tfanrt muttfroduce rum to etertfciatt 
and de^ptim ofpertariain America: and they are io, obvious, so inevitable, 
that one cannot avoid thinking, that they must have pccurred to the framers 
of this new system."** , r • • 

** Td make this limitation of neutral trade a part qf the law of nation^ it 

• Idem, page 66. j^e Boston Memorial, page 73, Qv$. edit. 

tEnquii7, page 78. • ^Idem, page 10. 
I Wem* page 79. •• Idem, page iB. 
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is notsofBcieiit that it shgtild be asserted by one power.>-4t must likewise b^ 
sdmitted hy. others; wMch is so &r ^ro haviitg heext the case, that in all 
cur (Uscufisions about neutral rights, we have not only never obtained from 
any nation a rccog^tion of thi^ rule, but— I* dctet not even appear to have been 
at any titrie terioutbf miitted up§n,^* 

<* What can then be the object of hbldmg up this rule [of 17^6) asthepal- 
Jadium of our maritime right^ or wh;^ has it lain so long dormant ^ Instead 
of America being accused pf a disposition of encroachment hqptile to our 
dipnnt)', in refusing to admit into the law of nations, a principle which ha* 
imtha- bam admitted b^ or enforced tbxoatda otherSf MC we not rather ourselves 
. wanting to our own dignity in proclannin^ a law whiph we havfe*n^er ven- 
tuwd to defend— in setting aright, which, by our own treaties with fbreigs 
nations, vgt have otftselves e^icouraged them to traibple^ on ?**t 

*• It would h*ve been' highly interesting to know manv instances [of ihAi- 
dulent ov^-ncrsbtp] had been discovered; as bv pointing tficm out to our gov- 
ernment, retlress might have been obtained by apphci^tibn to .that of Ame- 
ricii, whose strict attention to the. character of. her flag has always been re- 
lnarkable.*'4 ♦ 

** I must sayi and I speak from considerable experience, that tha charac- 
ter x^f the greut body of mcrchanto in ABSerica,Httle deserve the unjust in- 
sinuations in which writers on this subject have indidged.'*§ 

«1>uriiig a eonsiderable part of the last and present war,we have indeed res- 
pected tl le rights of those not concerned in it. But the conduct even of 
France can furnish few stronger proofs of a disregard of them, a^d of moi^ 
frivolous pretences by vhich tlSey have been invaded, than vaky be found in 
our conduct in 1805,' and still* more in the recent measures which we have 
been consldering."1 

" If our commferdal treaties yitt Portugal are to be hel4 up, as they havfe 
been, totlie admiration of statesmen, we cannot fail to admire the Hberal 
poBcy of America towamsthe produce of our. industry, when we consider 
the large balance* which she annually* pays u^ and our illiberal jealousy of 
her inteVcourae with other coimtries, from which alone that balahce can be 
paid/"* • . . 

"'If my former obser^-atjoris produce, as I think Aey must, a conviction that 
the tijwie and property so sported witl), belong to an honest heutnJ, there 
can be no doubt that OUR CONQVCT TOWARDS IT DESERVES THE 
NAMEOJfTH^ MOST UNQUALIFIED INMJSTIQE."t|- 

The reader»who compai-es the style and ^bstaoce of the me- 
tnorials, with Mr* B&ring'^ essay, will find tliat colnciaencc, tha£ 
coeency, that iiTesistiblef conviction ^ which result fjroin truth 
and honourable principles. Th*e 'American merchants, eloquent* 
ly and conYincingly. pleading for the -rights oi> their country, and 
their own personal interests, unjustly assailed — speak nearly thei 
same language and make.wse of the same arguments, as Mr. Bar^ 
ing, when he sought to save his country from the disgrace apd dis- 
honour of emploving her transcendent naval powe^ to tverwhelm 
and pney upon the commerce of an unoffending neutral, merely bo* 
«ause that neutral was not in a state to defend herself. 

I trust that no apology can be necessary for these copious ex- 
tracts on this all important topic. .The high standing and char- 
acter of the writer, ieis I have already observed, and tiSe the liber- 
ty to repeat, entitle his sentiments to peculiar i^ttentioB. More« 

* Idem, page 22. f Idem, page 23. i Idem, page 321 
^ Hero, page 36. ^ Idem, page 17i •• Id«m, pige la 
ft Idem, page' sr ' 
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attention. Moreover, as an English merchant, interest, urcre he 
swajed Dy such a consideration, would have led him to advocate 
the orders* But he bad too high a r^ard for the honour of his 
country, to wish it to be sacrificed io paltry, and sordid consider- 
ations of interest 

After the reader has^ with the deep attention the subject de- 
serves, perused the above eloquent defence of American rights 
—exposure of our wrongs — and appeal to the honour and jus- 
tice of Great Britain, written by a high-spirited and nobled mmd- 
cd Englishman, let him ponder for a moment on the conduct of 
those Americans who have devoted their talents, their industry, 
and their influence to defend the out^iigeous proceedings of Great 
Britain, and to place their own country in the wrong ! 

What a humiliating contrast !— Mr. Baring pleading the cause 
of the injured United States in London-^nd JSlr. Pickering and 
hundreds of other Americans pleading in Boston, New-York, 
Fhiladelphia and elsewhere against their own country, and in de- 
fence of British inroads and British violence! 

The contemplation fills the mind with astonishment! Not- 
withstanding the evidence is so fully before us, as to be irresist- 
ible, it is difficult that such an awful delusion could have ever 
existed, and to such an extravagant extent. 

I aver, as my calm and reflected opinion upon this point, that 
it would be difficult, perhaps impossible, to find in history any 
parallel case. ' Enliffhtened American merchants wete so far 
btinded by party and faction, as to use their utmost endeavours 
to prevent the government of their country from procuring re- 
dress of intolerable grievances which bore so heavily on them« 
eelves! ^ 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

i^nitfr^. Situation of American Commerce. Factious clamour* 
iBmhargo a unse, prudent , and necessary measare. 

JL NOW^ proceed to consider the subject of the embargOi 
which was one of the most potent instruments employed to ex- 
•sperafe and inflame the passions of the people of the eastern 
states, and which actuidly prepared a portion of thedk for open 
lesitftance to the ffovemment 

The justice and propriety of everjr tneasure depend on the cir- 
cnmstances that accompany and induce it— 4he motives that 
lead to its adoption— and tiie consequences it is calculated to 
pnMluce. Let us apply these tests totheembai^. 

The reader has had the decrees and orders in council laid 
before him in extenso. He has seen the exposition (rf* the injna^ 

18 
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ticcof the latter bjr Mr. Baring. And he has had an opportuiiitj 
himself of calculating the effects of both decrees and orders. 

From a calm consideration of these documents, and of their 
inevitable operation on our trade, it is perfectly obvious, that bad 
our vessels sailed in December, 1807,.and January, February, 
March, April, and May, 1S08, as finely, as they had formerlj 
done, they would have universally fallen sacrifices; those bound 
to France and her dependencies, to .British— 4md those bound 
for the British dominions, to French cruisers. 

This would have produced an almost universal bankruptcy 
among our insurance officers and merchants. The plunder of our 
ships and cargoes, and the ckptivity of our seamen, would have 
augmented the resources of the belligerents, and enfeebled our- 
selves. The only real question was, whether our vessels should 
remain at our wharves, the property of our merchants, Or be car- 
ried to France and England, the prey of privateers. But for 
the embargo, there would have be^n such a calamitous scene pro- 
duced as has rarely occurred in any nation. . ^e should hare 
suffered all the worst consequences of war^ without any of its 
compensatory advantages. CJur merchf nts would have once more 
made **the welkin ring" with tlieir complaints of injury— their 
eloquent appeals to the law of nations — their <^lamours for re- 
dress — their reproaches of the government lor its snpineness— - 
and tiieir solemn* pledges of support. We should have again 
had to negotiate in vain for reparation. And we should 
have been ultimately goaded into a war, after having been de- 
feated in our endeavours to escape it, and deprived of the most 
efficient means for its prosecution. . ^ 

It has been said that the Berlin decree not having been car* 
ried into operation against American vessels; and our govern- 
ment not having received an authentic copy of the orders in coun- 
cil; therefore it was not justified in the recommendation of the 
' embargo. And thus that degree of vigilance and care of the 
interests of his couniry and of the property of the merchants, 
which entitled Mr. Jefferson to a monument from the mercantile 
interest, has been made the ground-work of the most seiious ac- 
cusation! 

There is no measure of the general government from its 
first organization to the present hour, more strongly marked 
with wisdom, with foresight, and with attention to ihity, than 
tliis recommendation. There is, nevertheless, no measure 
that has generated more fectious or senseless clamour — 

• f had written"holluw and dec^ptious." But I struck the woi^4out--how 
prtoperiy the rejukr wiM 4eMt, tm douMul Biyaclf tf the; oorfccliOtt wf 
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more envenomed prejudice— more iHiblushid^ ^misrepretieiiU 
tioo« 

The atrociotts ci^e of the Horrizon, which was the first in ' 
staac^ wherein tlie Berlin decree was carried into effect against 
American vessels^ had previouslj occurred. Of this case Mr*. 
Armstrong had Cr:an9mitted an acccfunt in abetter dated Nov, 12, 
1807^ of wkxch I have submitted a copy to the reader.* This let- 
ter and the documents accompanying it, established, beyond a 
possibiiitr of doubt, the extreme danger of our commerce from 
French oepredation, French cruizer9, and French courts. 

Of the determination of the British government to meet the 
Berlin decree with measures of equal violence, undoubted infor- 
mation had been received by our administration in private letters, 
aad evea in the public papers. The recommendation of the em- 
bargo took place on the 18th of December, 1807: and irT* o^ 
that day t/iere had been pubUshed in the J^Tational Intelligencer thfi 
following parpgraph from a London pape r: 

London^ J^itd. 10. 
" A proclamation is now, we underttaqd, in readiness for his majesty'a 
flignatuie, declanng' France and the whole of her vassal kingdoms in a state 
of Sijsge, and prohibiUng all intercourse wiih her or them-^-and all entrance of 
Te99et9 mtohe^w their harboura.^EXtEPT OF SUCH AS HAVE CLEAR- 
ED LAST FROM A BRmSH FORT, EITHER HOME OR FO- 

ji£iayr 

Thus, between the two nations, our commerce was completely 
cat up by the roots. Th^ only part of Europe, except her own 
dominions and dependencies, with Svhich Great Britain allowed 
118 to trade, was Sweden. And the Milan decree, by an extni- 
vagance of despotism, folly and wickedness, nevej; exceeded in 
the annals of piracy and rapine, regarded every neutral vessel, 
that had been searched, by a British cruiser, as ipso facto dena- 
tumaUxed^ and liable to be taken, bound whence or where she 
might The mind is lost in astonishment at this ne plus ultra 
of wickedness, madness, and rapine; It was punishing as crimi- 
nal, an act perfectlv innocent— whoHy unavoidable— and in which 
the party punibhed. had been merelv passive ! 

Under these circumstances, wnat prudent merchant would 
send a vessel to sea— rliable to capture whatever micht be her 
destination? For even if bound to Sweden, or any otf er comer 
of Europe, (if any such there were) hot embraced in tne scope 
of decrees and orders in council, she might be searched by an 
English privateer, ancl^ thus be subject to capture by the next 
French privateer that "^might overhaul her. 

What course had a government to steer, which, bound to 
watch over the interests of its constituents, was sincerely die* 



* See page 119. 
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posed to perform that datjr fiuthfolly? Let any man not tram- 
meled by fiiction or inveterate prejudice, calmly .consider this 
Suestion, and I feel most perfectly satisfied, he will reply-— the 
Itematiye was, war against both nations-^r a general embargo. 

Notwithstanding this plain state of the case— notwithstanding 
the imperious necessity of this measure— 4here was, as I have 
stated, no act of the federal government, since its first organiza^^ 
tion, that excited so much outcry or clamour. It was ^e sub* 
iectof incessant abuse in all the federal papel-s fi^m New- 
Hampshire to Georgia, and from the Mississippi to the Atlantic. 
It has been ten thousand times reiterated, that it was unneces- 
sarily Oppressive — ^that it was wicked and tyrannical— dictated 
by mpoleon^^-a sacrifice of the dearest interests of the nation — 
and, to cap the climaXi unconstihUional. 

In times of (action, the public possesses a wo^derf^l facultj 
of swallowing the most monstrous and improbable fids^oods. 
It was almost universally believed in the Eastern states, that the 
embargo wito the nsuU of a eonMnatum betweenthe Sotttheirn arid 
Western Statesyto ruin the Eastern!!! I have re|>eatedly heard 
this assertion made by men otherwise of sound minds and culta« 
vated vnderstandings, and whose veracity convinced me that 
they did not attempt deception, but were .themselves deceived. 
This extravagant iuea^roceeds upon the miserable and fatuitous 
supposition, %at the merchant, whose vessels remain unemployed 
at toe wharves, will in conseiiuence be ruined; but the agricul- 
turist, whose wheat, flour, rice, cotton, naval stores, &c. stag- 
nate on his hands, will thereby suffer no injury, or rather derive 
advanta^, although they fall in value 30, 40, 50, or 60 per cent. 
Tis passing strange! 

Never was there k more factious or unfounded clamour exeited. 
Never, I repeat, was a public measure more loudly called forbj 
existing circumstances, never one better timed, and never one 
that would have produced more salutary consequences, liad not 
faction deprived it of its efficacy. 

I feel perfectiy satisfied, that with the knowledge Mr. JefiersoM 
possessed, of the mighty dangers impending over our commerce, 
ne would have justly merited impeachment for a dereliction of 
his duty, had he not recommended an embargo for its protection. 

Mr. Pickering, was the earliest, the most ardent, and the. 
mokt zealous opponent of the embargo. After having in vain 
made every exertion* in' the Senate to prevent its massing, he 
laboured, and unfortunately with two much success, to excite 
^ strenuous and seditious opposition to it in his own state, and in 
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the other Eastern States. He wrote a lone, elaborate^ and impiis- 
aioned letter asainst it to the governor of Massachusetts, in which 
heendeaToiirea to prove the measure wholly uunecessarj— dictate 
ed by France— ana adopted purely through hostility to England^ 
who, he unqualifiedly asserted, <^ had done our commerce no es- 
sential injorj.'^ « 

To form a correct idea of the embargo, it must be considered in 
two points of view, wholly distinct^-^ne, its original creation— the 
other, Its long duration^ The latter may have been, and' I be- 
lieve was an error. But I should not hesitate at this moment io 
subnet the decision of the question to Governor Strong, Rufos King, 
George Cabot, or James Uoyd, jun. whether an embargo was not 
an indispensible measure, at a period when all Europe, except 
Sweden, was declared in a state of blockade ? 

The embai^ was laid on the 23d of December, 180r. Mr. 
Pickering's letter was dated Feb. 16, 1808, when it had not 
been two months in operation ; of course its denunciations must 
have been levelled against the enaction of the law — and had 
no reference whatever to its duration. 

To enable the reader to form a correct estimate of the sound- 
ness of Mr. Pickering's denunciation of this measure, let it be 
observed, that at the date of his letter, fC7*fuU and autften- 
tie ii\formation had tfrrived in this country , of ike enforcement of 
the Berlin decree^ and of the enaction of the orders in council^ 
and of the Milan decree. 

I deem it therefore highly proper to place Mr. Bickering'^ 
declarations in contrast with each other — and lil^wise with Sie 
real state of affairs. The reader will then be enabled to de- 
cide the question correctly himself. 

Let me explun the four succeeding columns. The first con- 
tains a statement of the British depredations on American com- 
merce, i&stracted from the mercantile memorials of 1805-6 — 
the second, Mr. Baring's statement of the effects of the orders 
in council^^the third, the resolution of the Senate, Feb. 10, 
1806. on which Mr. Pickering voted in the affirntative^ arui 
the fourth, Mr. Pickering^s vindicatiou of England^ Feb. 16 

loUo. 

The three first paragraphs of the first column are from the Bose 
ton Memorial, signed by ^ames Lloyd, George Cabot, &c. 
These gentlemen are responsible for the truth or falsehood of 
the alWations, in which the British government is almost in 
terms charged with absolute piracy : fi)r, accordint^; to Messrs- 
Lloyd and Cabot, and their friends, tiiey were, ^^ preying upon 
the unprotected property of a friendly powtr,^^ which is out 
a mild form of exprai^sion for piracy. 
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1805—6, 1808. Mr. Picker- Mr. Ficlcn 

xfVMORTALS _MR.BARIN(i- ingTs scnu- erin^s 

MEMORIAI^. ___^^.^^^^^^^.^^ ^^^^eb, jen^ 

« We contine ourselves ^»nmc« to every port and , ^ > ^16 

tothemorealai^ngjbe.^""^.'^^!;*^^ «The<«q>- 1808. ' 
cajaaemoree.rteh9ivedeten-^ritam,orJ^ ''T ture and cX 

nan. ami condemnutio^ ""''^^I't^^ L^^^^^^^^^ ''These 

,Anmc«nT^*e& by Great fd,^^ ^"^Jj^^^ under orders facu dc- 







first! 

i^est'^dT^^Ti^'out or and no ^jj^^^Z^^t ^u^olT^- ^S^l^ 
their course, andiniunous- wr umadebetw^, the j^j^ ^a- thou«»nd 
ly detained under tb^ vex- domestic pt^duce of Jnier- ^ shipr^ 

itious pretence of a con- ^^"^ "^ ^^'^f ^"^ f ^- sels and their w, could 
tinuity of voyage from the «ei^ rj^.35^wrterf Z*^ cam>e8 on have de. 

« It cannot become the be no e««g«^tion to j ^ g ^^erce, 
mag^nanimity ofagreatand say, that vpiow^ of three ^ ^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ ^^ 
powerful nation /o preyf^^^ of aU the '"^^ the enemies KLAi-LY 
i(/KwrA/? unprotected ifTopei^' cfttmts, seamen, ^c. enga. of Great Bri- DuNE IT 
/y of a friendly po-wer."** J^.w c.«ini^rc^ or na«. tain,pi^>iiiait. NO ES- 

« Having totaUy sup- iT^^ w Amenca, have ^^.{[^^^ ^f SENlIALr 
pressed the exteruai com- at someume or other, suf .^ ^ j^^^- 

merce of her cntnn^s,fe»'ed from acu ^J ^u^ "^n provoked KY."* 

Great Bnttdn u lund coim- crtnsers, which to them ^^^^^.^ .^ 

«c^c/<o appropriate to her- have appeared unjust, ^^ , ^c^t^^ 

,e!f that oj her friends -i and wh^h lrequ«n% ^^^ ./^L from the 

«* this novel pnnciple must have been ^^/otiLsof the hon-Timo- 
goes to nothing short of the Ihey read, U w /rue, oj (j^^^^^d itates^ihy Pi<*.- 
destrucHm of neutral com. ^(f,^/:^;:^^/ .7^^^- -* vioiaUofi ering, sen- 
"^^ * ., . . VMY n 4 Y THAT OP ^/'^^^ ««■ **^'* ^^^^ 

to coUect the unwary -^men-'^U'i^Ai^^' T* . ^ ^w a« en- of Mass to 
can»,-wlioarevnsuspecHngly - By attempting ^ ^^^,^j„,^ \^ excel- 
confiding in Tohat was the conhne the buropean ^^^^^j^^. kncy Jas . 
la-i rfLtions.-^ ^ade of Amenai to ^J^'*^ samVaa. 

. "pur vessels and effects, ^reat Bntam, and by the ?^T_e."^ Roveraor 
to i large amount, have avowal of an mtension /^ ^^^^ ^^^ 

latelybeencapturedbyher <<»««r<Aa/«rodp©»i/*/w- ^ Kesolu- state dated 




vented."^ <w « colony, she would nst _ 

*' The revival of her dis- submit. It ts immaterial, ' ^^ 
cawled rule wa»» character- whether it be a tax on iqq^__q^^ 
ized with such circmtstances stamps, or on cotton. This ,^ 'jno 
ufimquUy aud violence as question has been alrea- 1 « 
rather to heighten by the dy the subject of along 
contrast the veneration of wid bloody \*ar ; and it 
mankind for tne past jus- can hardly be supposed 
tice of her tribmials."§ that Amenca will now 

,^^ submit to a direct attack 

*B btonmemoiiaL on her sovereign and in- 

jN c w York mcii.oriaI. dependent nghls.*" t 
^Pliiladelpbia nitmorial. 'iiaring's If^xamination 
§Baitmiorc memorial. (P^^l^ l^-» 



jldem, p. 74. 

Udem, p. 76- 
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It is not for me, to recoucilc Bfr. Pickering's sentiments* to 
each other— nor to the tenor of the Memonab — nor to Mr. 
Baring's correct view of the orders i& council* Let it be observed, 
let it never be forgotten, that the '^unprovokedag^ression^^ of 1806, 
remained unredressed at the date of the letter to Governor Sulli- 
van. February, 1808. And further to this ^'unprovoked aggres- 
sion*^ of 1806; the orders in council had been added in 1807, 
which more than quintupled the ori^nal outrage. But even in- 
dqiendetat of this 'extravagant addition, it is out of my power, 
by all the rules of logic at my command, to satisfy my mind how 
**ihe capture and condemnation ofourvessels^^ — ^under false 
^pretext,** and, as appears by the memorials of the merchants, to 
a most enormous amount — ^^<the unprovoked asgression upon 
ihe property of our cirt«eiw"— the" violation of neutral rights,'^* 
and ^^the encroachment upon our national independence** can be 
nade to accord with the broad, the Sweeping, the unqualified 
assertion that Great Britain has ^^r«a% done our commerce no es- 
wUiid injury J* 

To be serious. Thesubject requires seriousness and sobriety. 

Is not this a most astonishing and never enough to be lament- 
ed instance of the horrible delusion in wliich strong party passions 
involve those who submit to their guidance? Can light and dark- 
ness — ^vice and virtue — seraphs and demons — be more opposite 
to each other than these assertions are? Would it not have been 
a most awful inconsistency had they both been cotemporaneous — 
had the state of stairs, at the period ot making the second, 
been exactly what ^t was at the period of making the first? But 
what an immense a^ravation does this inconsistency receive 
from the consideration, that in Feb. 1808,. the first grievances 
had been unredressed, and others, as [ have stated, incompara- 
Uy more intolerable, been added? The orders in council were, 
an outraffe, and injustice, and infraction of our rights of sove- 
reignty. Tar beyond the enforcement of the rule of 1756, which 
fias the ground of complaint in 1806, as wanton murder is beyond 
mere assault and battery. 

Never was I more deceived in my life, tlian I am at this mo- 
ment, if every candid, unbiassed reader do not agree with me, 
tiiat the opposition to the operation of the embargo, was factious, 
disorganizing, absurd, and impolitic in the extreme; and that those 
who rendered the law nugatory and unavailing have a high crime 
to answer for to their injured country. 

• Some of the friends of Mr. ^ckering, in order to destroy the effect of 
the inconsistency of these sentiments, have asserted that he did not make 
the declaration that <<Cngland bad done our commerce no essential injury.'' 
I dare Btfr. Pickering dias publicly and explicidy in the face of this nation 
to deny it himsetf. I pledge myself to prore it incontroTertibly. But he 
•ever win dare a deaial 
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To avoid the pressure of the embargo, and to hold out iiiduc€« 
mtentsto our citizens to violate it, and to leave port clandestinely^ 
the following most extraordinary order in 6»uncil was published 
hjiht British government 



Gkorgf R« 

Jnstrwtians to the eommanders of our ships of wartaid prwa- 
tiers. Given at our court at ffindsor^ the Uth. day afJiprii^ 
1 808, in the 4Sth. year of our reign. 



Our will and pleasure is, that you do not interrupt any neutral veasel laden 
u-ith lumber and provisions, ai)d go'ing lo any of our colonies, islands, or 
settlements in the West-Indies, or South America, to whomsoever the proper- 
ttf may appear to belongs and notwithstanding such vessel may not have reguUxr 
clearances and documents on board/// And in Case any vessel a' all be met 
witl), and being on her due course to the alleged port of destination, an en- 
dorsement shall be made on one or more of- the pnncipal pi4)eTS c^such ves- 
sel, specifying the destinutioii alleged, and thfe place where the vesiel was 
so visited. And in case any vessel so laden shall arrive and detiver her 
Cargo at any of our colonies, islands, or settkmsnts aforesaid, such, vessel 
shall be permitted to receive her freight, and to depart, either in ballast, or 
with any goods that may be le^^ally exported in such vessel, tnd to proceed 
to anv unblockaded port; notwith^anduig the present hostihtiea, or any fu- 
ture liustilies which may take place, jin^ a passport for such vesoel mtof he 
granted to the vessel by the governor, or other person, harohig the chief civil com- 
mand of such colony, island, or settlement/ 

(3. R. 

This astohtshing document detnands the most particular a|id 
pointed attention. — The ministers who prostitutea t)ie name of 
tlieir sovereign bj subscribing it to such an instrument, merit and 
must receive (he reprobation of every high minded Englishman* 
who feels for the honoUr or dignity of his native country. The 
world has never seen such another instrument And I hop« 
there will never be another instance of the kind. I l)elieve that 
this order alone was adequate cause of war. This at least is cer- 
tain, that many wars have been declared upon infinitely 1^ pro«^ * 
vocatian. What! one of the most potent monarchs in the world, 
rather than do justice to an unoffending nation, on which for 
fourteen years, his ministers had perpetrated the most flagrant 
outi^es, invites, and tempts, and affords facilities to its citizens, 
to violate the laws of their country, and openly pursue the in- 
famous trade of smuggling! 

The subject affonls an ample field for, and invites to^ copious 
comments. But 1 forbear. I leave it the calm consideration of 
the candid reader. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

Mnquiry into ihf ConstittUionalitytif the ^tt for enforcing the 
Embargo. Compared with acts passed dunng the presidency 
of €hn. fFashington and John Mams. JV%^ so rigorous. Fac- 
tious clamour.-^ Laihentable public delusiom 

J_ HE original embargo act had been openljr and flagrantly 
violated. The public pHnts in Bosion had audaciousiy and 
seditionslj invited the citizens to set it at defiance. The British 
government had also, as .we have seen,, added the allurement 
of its powerful mvitatipn. Such an invitation was unnecessarvJ 
There are always to be found in every community, men who wdl 
seek the shortest road to fortune, whether tdrough the dark paths 
of smuggling, or otherwise. And these naen united' their ob- 
stfeperouS brawlinga, with the clamour raised by those whose 
•grand .object was to.harass the government) for the chance of re- ' 
gaining the jjower they had lost. Thus Mfas removed from the 
crime oC smuggling, the odium it deserved, and transferred to an 
act calculated to preserve the property of the* merchants from 
belligei-ent depredation ;^an act, belt never forgotten, which was 
the mildest mode of procuring jthat redress for which the mcr* 
cantile part of the community had so loudly clamoured— ^and in 
the pyrsuit of whidi, they hud so solemnly pledged themselves 
to support the government ! ! I , 

To prevent mes^ evasions, an act wa? passed to enforce the 
embargo. This was 'necessarily more strict ^nd severe in its 
provisions' than the original act. Meetings U^ereheld in various 
paris x)f the United States, denouncing the latter as oppressive 
and unconstitutional. A very nuiperous and resp^ctanle one 
was held in tlie city (ff Pluladelphia, attended by a lar^^e propor- 
tion of the fnerchants, and a great number of other citizens. Of 
diis meeting Commodore Truxtun was ' chairman. Sundry reso- 
lutions were passed, which embraced tlie essence of all the ob« 
jcctums raisecf against 4t tliroughout the union. I shall assume 
these rese^utio(^s as a text to reason upon, and shall endeavour to 
refute the objections. 

During.the administration of General Washingtoni an embar- 
go act had been passed by Congress. And during his adminis^ 
tratioix, and that of Mr, AdaiXis, various other acts had been pass- 
ed embracing prohibitory *and penal clauses of a tenor similar 
iq tliose of the embargo 1a^. iNo federalist will pretend that 
any of those acts were unconstitutional. Some of their clauses 
were far mure exceptionable than those of Mr. Jefferson's em- 
bargo act. If, therefore, the 1 at tier contain no provision whatever, 
which is not ^bstantially to- be found in those passed during the 
administration of the two first presidents, I presume that there is 
not a candid federalist in the union who will hesitate to admit, 
that the clamour against the former, as unconstitutional, was 
tvuly << factious, disoi^nizing, seditious, and Jacobinical." 
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The 9th, 10th and 11th sections were Ae roost rigorous, the 
most obnoxious ; and, , of course, were selected by the Philade^ 
phia meeting, as proper subject^ for denanciation. I shall there- 
fore fairly collate tnem with tlie corresponding^ sections of the. 
former embargo and other acts, passed during the, reign of fed* 
eralism to enaWe the reader to form his'opjnion : * • 

Proccedm^» of the J\Ueiin^ of the CiHzeru of Philadelphia, Com. Ti'vxtun 

Hi the Chair. 
* Rcmtlved, That we consider thelat* act or Ck>iigress, eommonly called 
*< The enforcing- law •* to kre a direct invasioivof the established principles 
of civil liberty, and of the e;tpress provisioms of the constitution; jis arliitrary 
and severe to a degree unnecessary, even to accomplish the objects for 
which the law is professed to have been enacte^; as creating* an enoiluousiuid 
dangerous augmentation <)f exe^iutive influence and ppwer; and as (inne- 
cessarily exposing the citizen to the miseries of dvjl discord and military ex* 
ocution. • , • 

*^Jieiolvf.dy That the 9th. section of ^is act, wh}ch authorizes a ministerial 
officer, without procett of law, to seize goods at his rfliscretion, under a 
preterite tliat he beUeves they are- intended for exportation, or apparentfyori 
the way for the territories of a foreign power, is, in our opinion, a breach of 
the fourth article of the amendments to the cc^istitution, which provides, 
»* tliat the right of the people to be secure in their persons, hotiises, papers, 
and effects, Ag-ainct unreasonable searches and iscizures, shall not be violat- 
ecf:" and of the 5th article of the amendments, which declares, ** that no 
rnati shall be deprived of life, liberty, or property, -but by due process of 
Jhw." .,.,.> 

PRECEDENTS 
Signed by Washiicgtok and Adams. 
1. "Thatever> collector, na^^al officer, and 
iiunreyor, or other person especially appoint- 
ed by either of them for th:it purpose, shall 
have' full power and authority to enter any ship 
or vessel, in which they shall have reason ti 
Rrs^ECT any goods, wares or merchandize sub- 
ject to duty shall be conceafed) and therein 
*td search for, seiie, and secure any such gOods^ 
wares, i^d merchandize,'* &c. — Seotc^ofSls^ 
July, 1789, sect 24. Act of 4th August, 
1790. sect. 48. 

«* That it shall be the duty of the several 
officers of the customs to mitke sieiure of and 
secune any ship or vessd, j^oods, wares or 
merchandize which shall be hable to seizure 
manner apparently on thefr . by virtue of this act, as well withoift, as with- 
way towards the territory of iii their respective districts** — Se sect 26 and 
50 of the sa/ne act. — See also, act of the 2d. 
March, 1799, sect 68, 70. 

«* That it shall be lawful for any officer of 
the revenue; to go on board of any ship of 
vessel, whether she •shall Dje within, or with- 
out- his district; and, the same to inspect, 
search, and examine; and if it sliall appear, 
that any breach of the laws, of the U. States, 
has been committed, &c. to make seizure of 
the same."<-Sec apt of 18th Feb. 1793, sect 27. 
^ **That any of the aforesaid articles (arms & 
ammunition) excepting such oft hemas may 
constitute a part o* the equipinen t of any vc»- 



•ENFORCING I-AVV,*- 

Signed by Jeffp-rson. 

1. •* That the collectors of 
all the distJ-icts of the United 
States, shall be, and they are 
hereby authorized, to tdhe 
into i/ieir cuMoHy specie, or 
any articles of domestic 
growth, produce, or manu- 
facture, yo7m//oM (>oard of any 
ship 01- TeAStf/, boat «• other -wa- 
ter crafty wlien there is rpa- 
"oiito beliex^XhsX they are m- 
tended for exportation: 

2. ** Or when m vessels, 
carts, waggons, sleighs, or a- 
iiy other carriage; or in anv' 



u foreign nation, or the vicin- 
ity thereof, or towards a 
pJar<; where such articles are 
intended to be exported: 

-'». **And not to permit 
such articles to be removed, 
until bond with sufficient 
wireties shall have beon 
given for the landing, or 
the deUverv of the same 
in some plaice of the Unit- 
ed States, where, in the 
opinion of the collector, there 
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niuir not be an^r danger of td^wbicb during the c«ntinMOnce of tfusprofd- 
•uch articles being export- bidcnt shall be found on board of any vessel 
cd.* tAws U. gtates, voL in any river, 'port, bav, or barbour, withiu 
IX. page 192, sect. 9, of the the territory of the United States, TdUh itn 
#ct to enforce the eoibargo. intent to be exported from the United States, 
to any foreign pountry, shalf be. forfeited,' 
i^Cp-See act of 22d May, 1794, sect. 2. 

' That aD goods, wares, and merchandize 
brou^t into the U. States by land, contrary 
to this aiftt, shall be forfeited* together with 
the carriagdtf horset and oxen, that shall be 
employed in carying the same;* pronded 
nothing herein shall be construed to extend 
to household furniture and clotliing, belong- 
ing to any perSon, or persons^ actually com- 
^ iiig into any pairt of tne United States, for 

the purpose oi becoming an inhabitant, or 
inhaoiti^Cs thereof.* — See act of 4th; August, 
,• 1790, sect 70. 

« That it shall be lawful fpr the President 
of the JJnited Stat^ to give instructions to 
the coipmanders of the public jM;med ships 
of the United States to stop and examine 
, any ship or vfessel of the United States on 

the high seas» which there may be reason to 
nupect to be engaged in any tra flic or com- 
li^rce contrary to die true t tnor hceof, 
«cc:'— Act of 9th. Kebruaiy, 17V9 , sect. . 



On the * EufqTcing 
Law: 

1. "Ministerial of- 
ficers aire authorized to 
act without process of 
law. 

2. <♦ Ministerial offi- 
cers may take goocfs 
into their custody loun^ 
on board, of any ship or 
vessel. 



3. *^ Ministerial ofH- 
cers, ivitbout process, 
may seize goods on 
iNMird of any vessel, 
when there is reason to 
believe, that they are 
intended for exporta- 
tion. 



BEMARfeS. 

^ the Precedents, 

1, "Ministerial officers are author- 
ised tb a^ct* without process of law. 



£. « Ministerial officers, or other per- 
sons specially appointed by them^ may 
enter any' ship' or vessel, and seize the 
eoods on board, as well toitlwutr ds vnth- 
in their respective districts: and com- 
manders of public vessels may seize 
ships on the high seas, bound to, or sail- 
ing towards any interdicted French port, 
there being reason to suspeot an illicit 
traffic' 

3. "Ministerial officers, or any per- 
son appointed bu tJiem, may enter any 
Ves3^i, in which they have reason to 
suspect p;oods subject to duty are con- 
cealed, &c. And if it shall appmr to 
them^ that any breach of the laws is com- 
mitted; or, fin the case of arms and am- 
ronnitionV tkat there was an intetit t^ 
export f tney may make seizures. 
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^. <^ Ministerial offi- 
cerS) without process^ 
may detain aoods ap*' 
parently on their way 
to be exported, till se- 
curity is given, that 
they shall Qot be ex- 
ported. 



4. 'f Ministerial officers, withdttt pro- 
cess, may seize goods apparently on 
their way to be imported by land; and 
vessels apparenly on their way towards 
a French port, may be seized by milita- 
ry officers. 



5. " The power of 
seizure .is confiined to 
fi;oods, &c. found on 
board of vessels^ or ap- 
parently qn their way 
to be exported » There 
is no power given to 
any mmisteriiU officer 
to enter any house 
without process.'* 



5. ^ The seizure is extended to goods, 
&c. found on board of. vessels, or ap- 
parently on their way to be imported by 
land, and to vessesls on the high seas. 
There is no power given to a municipal 
officer to isnter houses without process.*' 



Commodore Truxton^s Third Resolution. 

** Retohvedt That the tenth section is cofitrary to the spirit of^thc constitu- 
tion inasmuch as it vests in the president a leg^ative authority by ^ving to 
lus instructions, in certain, oases, the force of law." 



« ENFORCING LAW.' 

< The powen j?to«i to the 
'collectors, either by this 
' or any other act, resp^t- 

* ing the embargo, to re- 
*fu8e permisnion to put 

* any cargo Jon board any 

* vessel, boat or other wa^ 
<tcr ciift^ to detain any 
•vessel, jor to take into 

* their custody any articles 

* for the purpose of pre- 

* venting violations of the 
•embargo, 9hall. be exer- 
'cised in e&nformily tvUh 
*»itch in»friiction», aa the 

* PreHdfnfU may givCt and 
'sitch general riles as he 

* may prescribe for that pur*, 

'pose, MADE IV JPURSUANCE 
*0P THB POWERS AFOaS- 

*8AiD; which instructions 
•and general rules, the col- 

* lectors shall be bound to 
f obey.* — Idem, section 10. 



PRECEDENTS, &c. 

Under Washm^ton and ^dam». 
That the President of the United States be, 
and he hereby is authorized and empowered, 
-whenever in Ms opiidon the public safety shall to 
rcgmre, OCj'TO LAY AN EMBARGO on all 
sfups ■ and vessels in the ports of the United 
States, or tlie ships and "vesscl»of''any foreign 
nation (^ under such regulations^ us the* cir- 
atmstajices of theicase may require, and to con- 
tinue or revoke thp same, whenever he shall 
tliink proper,, ^ Kim thk presidkbtt is 

HBBZBT FULLY At7TlI»BlZED TO GIVE ALL SUCH 

oansRSTO the offic^bsof the unitbb statu 

AS MAT BE HrkCBf^SARV TO CARKT THE SAlfE IISTO 

*njLL EFFECT.' — See i^t of 4th. June, 1704, sect 1, 
« That an embargo, be laid on all stips and 
vessels in ' the ports of the United States, 
whether already clearred out or not, bound to 
any fopeigQ poft or place, except ships or 
vessels under the immediate directions of the 
preffldent of the United States. Anb tiut 

THE PBSSIDBNT OF THE CIRTSD STATES BE AU- 
THOaiZED TO GIVE SUCH INSTHUCTIOWS TO TttB 
AXVSnTS OFFICBIU OF THB VIOTEI) STATES AS 
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* MULL AFPBl^ BS9T XDIFTZD TOR CASKTHlV TRS 

•said mESOLunoiT iktofuil sFrxcT.'— -Resolve 
f of the 26th March, 1792. 

« That the president of the United States, be, 

* and he is hereby aqthorized, to direct thexevc^ 

* nue officets, and the officers, commandini^ forts 
•* ahd revenue cutters,.' to aid in the execujaon of 

<the health laws of the states, respective^,' in 

* sqch majiner as may^ippeur to him necessary.' 
Act ofSrth.MaJrir*. . 

•That it shall be lawful for tlie president of 

* the United States, if he shall deem it cxpedi- 
«ent and consistent with the iiiterest of the 

* United States, by his order, to remit and dis- 
« continue, fof the time being, the restraints and 

* pwAibitions aforesaid, citlier with respect to 
•the French Repnbli^, or to any island, &c,. 
« with which a commercial intercourse may^ 

■ * safely renew^ed; and also, to revobe SUcU or- 
« ders, whenever, in JiiS opinion, Ihe interest of 
•the United States shall so require.'— Act of 

. $th February, 1729, sect 4. • ; 

« That it shall be lawful for the president 

* of the United States at any time daring the con- * 

* tinuance of this act, to olxierall such aliens, as 
.* he shall judge dangerous to tlie peace and safe- 

«ty of the United States, or shall have reasona- 

* ble ground to aispect, a* concerned "iix any trea- 

* sonabje or secret' machinations agamst the gov- 

* vernment thereof, tp depart out of the territo- 
•riesofthe Unitetl States, within such times as 
« shall be expressed in such order.' — Act of June • 

. 25, 1798, sect, 1. • ' 

• And all' marshals and other officers of the 
rUnited States, are required to execute all pre- 

* cepts and orders of the president of tlie United 
,* States, issued in purstiance*or by virtue of thia 

•act/ Idfem,^ct.4. / 



On « The Ef\farQing 
^ Law.'* 
1. " There is no ie- 
pdaHvt power. given 
to the president. The 
tonstHation ..declares 
that he shall, see Ihe 
Uwa^faithfully execut- 
•d. His instructions 
»re (o be given in or- 
der to execute flie law, 
not to make it; ancVj^he 
instructions must be in 



REMARKS . 

On the precedents. 

1. <^The president is empowered 
^O^ TO LA.Y, AND TO REVOKE 
EMBARGOES. His discretion in es- 
tablishing reflations, is only limited ^^to 
such astue circumstances of the casentd^ 
require'J^ while his arders might bfe di- 
rected to, and must be obeyed by, all qfi* 
ters of the United States civil and mili- 
tary, he being constituted the sole judg4 
of w!mt orders were necessary, to cany 
an embargo into eflfecU 
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pursfaiuceof thepow- 2. "The president's instrnetums t# 
«r« expressly granted milltarj and ciyil officers, arc also ab- 
to the collectors, bj solute, without any limitation b^ law, or 
the law." any use of ei^UptocesSj ^o aid in. execu- 

tion of State Health Law$; to enforce 
the nofiAntercmrse Laws asaindt France^ 
and tQ ebcpel a/iens from the country." 
Ctmmodore Tnuvtun*^ fourth ResoltUion. . 
<« Retolvedi That tjiq eleventh section of the act violates a political and* dvil 
»ght,inore sacred than any constitution,iii authorizing the miUtary to fire upon 
^.people, without the sanction or interposition pf the civil authori^. The 
principle contaimed in this section, if much further extended, might, with 
competent force, convert our government into an absolute despotism." 



«It shall be lawful for the 
Ipresldeint of the Unit^^d. 
•States, or such other per- 
*s<>n as he shall have em- 
•powefed for that purpose, 
*to Employ such part of 
*the land or naval forces, 
*or militia of tie UAited 
•States, of of the tei'ritories 
^thereof as may be judged 
*nccess!iry, in conformity 
*with the provisioas of this 
*and other acts respecting 
'theerabargo, fortlie pur- 
*pose of preventing the 11- 
*legaj dfep^rture of any 
^ship or yesdcl, or of de- 
'taining, taking possession 
, *of, and keeping 'in custo- 
' My and guarding any spe- 
*Cie or ar^cle of domestic 
'growth, produce, or man- 
'ufacture; and also, for the 
^purpose ot preventing 
«and suppressing any arm- 
«ed or riotous assemblage 
«of persons resistiAg the 
'Custona House Officers in 
nhc exercise of their dd- 
*tics, or inany manner oji- 



PRECEDENTS, 

Under Washingtau and Jidams. 

,<In every case arising ynd^r this act, it ahali 
«be lawful . for the President of the U. States, or 
•such other pei-sph as h6 shall have empow- 
*ered for that purpose, to employ such part of 
*the land or naval forces of the United States, 
'or of the militia thereof, as shall be Judged 
•necessary, for the purpose of taking posses- 
*aon of and detaining any such amp, 'or 
•vessel, with her •prize, or prizes, if any in or- 
*dcr to the execution ot the penalties of this act, 
'and to the restori>ig of 'such prize or prizes, in 
^ic cases in which restoration shall have been 
•adjudged; and also, for the purpose pf nrc- 
•vc;nting the carrying on of any such expedition 
•PT enterprise from tlie territories of the United. 
•States, agulnst the territories, or dominions ot* 
•a foreign prmce, or state, . with whom the 
•United States are at peace.'— Act of th^ 5th- 
June, 1794, section Z- 

•That whenever the laws of the United Stales 
•shall'be opposod. or the execution thereof ob- 
structed m any state, by combinations too pow- 
•erfiil to be suppressed "by th^.ordinarj* course 
•of judicial proceedings, or by the powers vcs|:- 
•ed in the marshal by ttys Jictv [the a^ime powers 
*in executing the laws of the United States as 
•shtjriffj? possess for executing the state kws] it 
. *shttll be lawt'i\l for the President .of the United 



«g6, (jr otherwjse violating 
•or.assisting and abetting 
•violations of the samei'— 
idem. Section 11. 



•States to call forth the militia t)f such vstate, o^ 

posing the ^ execution of *6f any other svate^ or states, as may be neces- 

•the laws laying an embar- •sary,to suppresssiich coml)iBatious,and to cause 

.» t I.- _ '^c laws to be duly executed,* &c. — Act of the 

24th May, 1792. 

• I*rovided, that wheneyerit may be neccssa- 
• ry jn the judgment of the President,, to use the 
•military force hereby directed to'be called fortb^ 
•the President shall, forthwith, by proclamation, 
•command such insurgents to disperse, and re- 
•tSre peaceably to their respective abodes^-witk- 
•in a limited time.' — Ibid, sect. 3. 
REMARKS 

On the Precedents. 



On ^The Enforcing Law.^ 

1. ^^ In the ^Enforcing 

Law^ there is an authority 



1. "In the act of the 5th. 
of June. 1794, the same par* 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



tHE OLtVE BRANCH 



149 



given to call out such part of 
the miliury, as is judged ne- 
cestarj to execute the law« 
But it is not true*, that the 
militarj are authorised ex- 
pres^lj, or by reasonable im^ 
pHcatioU) to jp,re upot^ the peo- 
fUf without the sanction or 
interposition of the civil au- 
thority. No 'such lan^ag'e or 
meaning can be traced in the 
law. 

2. ^ The terms of the ^En- 
forcing Law^ authorising 'a call 
upon we military, are evidient- 
Ij predicated upon the ascer- 
tained incompetency of the 
civil power to execute the law; 
for the call mu^t be judged ne- 
cessary to effect the 'specific 
purposes of the law: out if 
the custom-houso. officers can 
execute the law, with the aid. 
of the civil process, it never 
could be judged necessary to- 
call out the military. 

3. « The < Enforcing Law'' 
does not require a proclama- • 
tion.'^ ^ , 



vision is made for calling out 
ther military to aid in the exe- 
cution of the law without any 
reference to the sanction, or 
interposition, ^f the civil au- 
thority. 



2.' "During the respective 
adininistrations of Washington 
and ^^nks^the military wer^ 
often called but without th^ ex- 
press sanction or interposition 
of the civil authority, to aid in 
the execution of lhe.laws.^ The 
instances.. will occur to every 
nytn, who reipembers the scenes, 
of 1793 and 1/98. 



S.<< The- act of th^ 28th.. of 
February, 1795, requires a 
proclamation; but it is by way 
of admonition to the people; 
and.fieither 'suspends the calt, 
nor the employment, of the mi-, 
litary. Such was the construc- 
tion of President Washington^ 
under the previous law, of a 



similar 
1792."* 



import. 



m 



To the candour of the reader I ff-ecl/appeal. Let him care- 
fully compare those various section togetlier. Let him more 
particularly observie, that by the act of June *4, 1794, congress 
actually vested the president witK |C7* .<Ac poiver of LAYING 
AJ^ BmBAAGO, " u^henever in his vfiinion^ the public safety 
ikotdd reifair^ it*^' which wa», so rar^as respect3 this important 

•The whole of this comparison of, as .well as the remarks upon^ tlios6 acts, 
aie taken from a pamphlet, published in Philadelphia, in 1809, and entitled 
*The constitutionality of the^mborgo Laws established by Precedent*— as 
luminous and unanswerable an essay . as ever published. 
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branch of legislation, KT anactmd mrrender ofihaU^slaHi^ 
vower into the hands of the ^ecutive nutgistratS^-md that they 
likewise conferred on him authority ^' to giwe such orders as 
might he necessary to carry into effect,'' the law which he had, of 
his own mere ^notion, the ** legislative powe% to enacj.— When he 
has duly pondered on these circumsUnces— when he has 
fully ascertained that Mr. JeflferSon's embargo uct m no in- 
litance excecded/and in many fell far short of, tlie ngourof for- 
mer laws— will, he not be- lost in amazement, how it was 
possible so^ to excite the public passions, respecting this 
necessary measure, as to actually endanger the permanence of 
the union? for it is an indubitable fact that insurrection and re- 
bellion were threatened— and it has been repeatedly asserted, 
and confidently believed, that the tenth congress, through ap- 
prehension of thae issue alone, repealed the embargo act. , 

I ought not to onut, that the legislature of Massachusetts ac- 
tually passed an- act making the enfol-cement of some of the pro- 
visions of the embargo law criminal, arid atUching to it certain 
penalties. It is out of ray power to procure the act, or state its 
datails. But of its existerice there is not. the shadow of a doabt: 



iCHAPTElR XXVI. 

Patriotic Proceeding's.^ 

I annex a few specimens of the style and substance of there- 
tolutions and legislative remarks upon the, embargo— in order to 
satisfy the reader that I have not exaggerated the deplorable and 
diso-raccfu I plirency of the public mind. ' 

* Extratt from theresglutions of the town of Gloucester, January 
- ' im. 1809. 
<* Resolved, That v^e will mutually watch and protect what Uttle pro^rty 
wc have still left-4hat we will xise all lawful means * to arreft disUirbcrt 
and breakers of the peace or such others as may, ftrndcr pretence of authority 
from q^ernmentjso armed by mJ?^t,' or utter any menaces, or threading 
speeches, ib thtjf?ar*and terror of the good people ot this town; ^d that 
we will ever hoi Jin abhorrence pimps, and spies, and night-walkers, who 
sti-ive to fatten, on the fepoils of their sulFering fellow-citizcna. 

«• Resoivedy That to our state crwcmmeitt toe look for council^ protection and 
feiiefi at this awful period bf/eneral calamity *' ' ^ 

Extracts from thi ivsolutions of the town of Bath, Becembef- 27 y 1808. 
**RpsolvedyT\\iX wc have hitt^erto hoiaie with silence th^ severe pressure of 

•Tlie factious, and seditious, and Jacobinical ^roceecKngs that tftok place 
ih the eastern states in the vcar 1809, ami shook Jhe government to its cen- 
tre, were paraded iix many of the federal pap^'-s throughout the immn^^^ 
irreat solemnity-headed with the words "PATRIOTIC PRDCBBDiNGS," 
fn staring capitals. It is trulv lamentable to reflect on the extravaga^ 
lengths to which the spirit of party leads its foU^wers. N«v« was tho word 
^•patrMc" Dttore grossly mis84)plied. 
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Ihese ruinous laws [embargo laws] — arid although we now deem it our duti 
to tpeak -teUhJtrfime99 and decision our detestation of them:, and the poticy -which 
jrttoe rise to them, we will gtill keep dovk'n the Spirit of indignation which swells 
within us at this endurance of Uicm; and wiU conduct towards the national 
government and its several officers with suitable deference and moderation} 
uiat we do, however, despair of obtaining any redress of these grievances, 
from that government, while its principle offices are filled as at present^ and 
tliat our only hope is that the state governments, by their remonstrances 
and resolutions, mayliave more influence in effecting this object, than tlie 
(petitions and men^korials of individuals and town). 

** Resolved therfforf. That a respectful address be forwarded in (he nam# 
of the people of this town to tlie legislature of this commonwealth, stating 
to them the wrongs and mevances we already suffer, and the fearful appre- 
hensions we experience of speedily having our calamity increased by the ad- 
dition df still more restrictive and arbitrary laws ; expressing to them pur 
approbation of th6 measures they have already adopted upon this important 
subject, and requesting them to take svich otncr immediate steps for reliev- ^ 
ing the people, cither by themselves alone, or in concert vfith othei^commer- ' 
dal state*, as the ertraor^nary cir dims lances of oitr situation miy rcqture.^* 
Extract from the memtnicd of the tovm of iBostan to the legislature of ^ fossa- 
chusettSy January 25th. 1809, 

♦'The inh&bitants of the lowp of Boston, in town meeting assembled, re- 
tcpectfolly papresent— That they are constrained to apply to your honoura^ 
we body, as the immediate guardians of tlieir rights and liberties, for your 
hsierposition to procure for tnem reUef from the grievances which they now 
smfer, under the operation of the laws of the general govemmept, abolish- 
ing fra^ign commerce, and subjecting the coasting trade to embarrassments 
which threaten its annihilation. Our hope and consolation rest with the le- 
gislature of our state, to lobom if is competwnt to devise means of relief against 
•the unconstitutional measures of the general government : that your power is 
apdequate to this object is evident from the organization of the confederacy** 

Extract from the proceedings of the tommof' Topsfetd, Janttary XSth, 1809. 

«* Resolved, That such has beert our suflehng, and so great is our alarm, 
occasioned by the extraordinary measures lately adopted, that we shall never 
be contented until we are secured from a repetition of the same evils. That 
m bare' repeal of the obnoxious acts ought not, therefore, to satisfy a free and 
pnident people, any more than the repeal of the Britisli stamp act silenced 
the p|atriGts of that day — that there ought to be a solemn renunciation of 
the right thus assumed; and it is the opinion of tlus assembly, that legal and 
constitutional measures should be adopted for that purpose. 

«* This assembly declare it as their deliberate opinion that there exists 
XO CAtJSE of war with Great Britain; tlut such a war would be unjust, un- 
necessary, and extremely to be deplored; that the removal of the embaiigo 
will not necessarily involve us in war, but should this be the alternative, it 
oogfat to be a war with France, and not with Great Britun. 

*• Inhabiting a part of the union the most engaged in foreign commerce, 
they think themselves qualified to decide upon its risks, and the nature and 
extent of the injuries to which it is exposed; and it is their firm belief that 
our commerce, unrestrained by self-destroying measures, might find man)t 
•Qurces of profitable employment, -mthota interfering in any degree -with those \ 
principles of maritime law, which GREAT BRITAIN deems essential to her 
ejctfiCefu^ onJv^A m an tft«n/yiiZ fiMmi^ 

** And this assembly cannot refrain^irom expressing their conviction, that 
neither the honour nor the permanent interests of the United States require 
that we should drive Great Britain, if it were in our power, to the surrender 
•f thete claims so essential to her m the mighty conflict in -ahich she is at present 
eugagedi a conflict interesting to humanity, to morals, to reHgion, and the last 
Urwtggk of Hbsrty** % • 

Extract from a Circular Handhilk published at ^Aflnolntryport. 

*^ You h»ve reposed confidence in a COWARD, [Jefl'erson,! and leaned oft 

•30 
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. K^v#.n .fair ttoo lonff — Thc day of political probation is fast verging to a 
eto^X^rSf Amen^ w^^^ deciSed, aiid Jaur^ bought with 
tbtS of fiicmen'er blood will g«cc the brows oTthe Galhctjrant Let 
evci?^ ^o holds the name of America dearto him, «tietoh wit hiihand, 
^^Tdiis accunK^ thing the EM B VRGO. fwm him. ^Beresohite: 
^Sfi^e sons of liberty, of GOD and of yourcountty-OO'neiTeycHjr 
S^. Vith VENGEANCE agiinst the DESPOT who would wrest Uie mesti- . 
^e germ of your indepcSdcnce ikmi you-and (CTyo" ^"^ ^^ ^''Hr'*^ 

^' Give ear no longer to the syren voice of democracy and Jefer^naan «6- 
erty. It is a cursed dehision, adopted by traitors, and rccwmncnded by syco- 

^^^JdFerson-a roan, who with the DAGGER of pfruUtr coft/SAnre fim garft 
the st^ to your Ubcrties.**— 

Extract fnm the proceedin^t of the tfncn of .iugutta in Maine Jm ^^\^^' 

" The awful crisis has arrived, when it becomes necessary for the tnends o* 

©ur independence, to fnake a firm and decidedstand— when it becomes afl- 

imnortant to throw aside minor considerations, and umte for the common 

ijood; and when a sense of common danger draws us together to meet the 

*^Ewith*submission almost amounting to criminal apathy, we have su|«red 

Privations and restrictions never befoitexpeeted off or enAtrtdby, afr^ pe^, 
row, tliateven the means of subsistance is at hazard, and the sacred asjlum 
of our dwellings, is no longer held inviolable— silence would be cram^ and 
Tj-reastance Tcouid become a virttte ofthefrH magnitude / / / 

"Resolved, that the restrictions and impositions on trade and commerce, 
are too great and ruinous any longer to be borne— and that the general di»- 
iress of our country demands immediate relief" 

" Everj man >viil presume that he is not bound to regard it [the Embargo] 
but may send his produce or his merchandize to a foreign market in the 
same manner as iftlie government had never undertaken to prohibit." 

Bo9to% Centinel. 

" We know if the embargo be not removed, our citizens will ere long set 
its penalties and restrictions at defiance. It behoves us to speak; for wtriht 
ite imt8t^ it speaking does not answer." JSoeton Ji^perUry, 

"It is better to suffer the AMPUTATION of a limb, than to lose the 

WHOLE BODY. h"e must prepare for the operaHom ^Wherefore then is 

.Vrw £«Wtt«</ asleep— wherefore do^ sihe SUBMIT to the oppression of en- 

crmei in the South ? Have we no Moses, who is inspired by the God 

of our Fathers, and viU lead us out of Egypt." Botton Gazette. 

" This perpetual embargo being unconstitutioiial, every man will |)ercei:*<e 
that he is not bound to regard it, but may send his produce or merchan- 
dize to a foreign maritet in the same manner as if the government had never 
undertaken to prohibit it !— If the petitions do not produce a relajuition or re- 
nioval of the embargo, the people ought immediately to auume a hgher tone. 

** The govemmetif ofMoM^ackueetUhaA also a duty to perform. This tttte 
is stiU sovereign and independent." Boston Centinel September lOtL 1808. 

Extract from the speech df Mr.. MiUhouse, in the setiate of the United SuOes, •n 

the bill for enforcing the embargo. 

** In my mind the present crisis excites the most serious aqjprehensiona- 

O^j- .* storm seems to be gathering which portends not a tempest on iht ocean. 

hnt—^domestic convulsi<ms / — ^However painful the task, a sense of duly calls 

T>n me to raise my voice, and use my utmost exertions to prevent the passing 
this biU. I fee^ myself bound in conscience to declare, lest the blood of 
those who should faU m /At execution of this measure may He onn^ head^ that I 
oonsider this to be an act which directs a mortal blow at the liberties t^my coum- 
try^' an act comaitm^ wieonttit^ionml protinons which THE P£OPL£« 
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ARE XOT BOUND TO SUBMIT, and to -nhicfu in my opimorty^they vdU mc 
•ubmitr^f 

This speech requires a most serious reflection.' A seuator of 
the United fita^tes^-wbose a^ ought to have secured him from 
the hejday of passion and violence, and tau^t him sobriety and 
^vity« in his place invites and encourages his fellow citizens to 
insurregtion and rebellion! And the law to which h^ excites re- 
sistance is not so rigorous, as laws which, I believe, he had con- 
curred to frame: for I am persuaded he was in congress when 
those laws to which I have referred, were passed. 

A large volume niight be filled with similar " patriotic proceed- 
ings,'' as tliej were then styled, which threatened the peace of 
the i^ation with destruction. No pains had been spared to fan 
the flame. The public mind, by incessant appeals to the past- 
sions, had been excited to a species of delirium and madness. 
And such was the awful and disgraceful delusion, that the suffer- 
ings of the country by tlie lawless proceedings of Uie belligerents, 
were unjustly ascribed to the measures of the^vemmentj calcu- 
lated to enforce redress! Greater insanity can hardly be con- 
ceived. 



CHAPTER XXVII. 

John UtifTif^s Mssion to the Eastern States. Itistruetiomfroni, 
, the Gxwernor General of British America, 

CoTEMPORANEOUSLY with the ^^patnatic proceed- 
ingSj*^ of which I presented the reader with a slight sketch in 
the preceding chapter, a most extraordinary circun^tance oc- 
curred in Canada. Sir James H. Craig, governor general of the 
British provinces in North America, employed a certain John 
Henry on a mission to the Eastern States^ to ascertain the views 
of the malecontents, and how far, if they obtained "a decided in- 
Jlu^icg;'* they would ^' exert their influence to brin^ about a se* 
paration from tfie general ttnion.'' Also, " how far, in such ah 
event, tbeif woidd look to EnglaMfor assistance, or be disposed 
to enter into a connexion with w^^ [the people of Canada.] 

This is a most important feature in the history of our era. I 
shall, therefore, give the whole of the oorrespondence between Sir 
James and Mr. Henry, in extenso, without comment. Let the 
reader decide for himself as to the nature of the transaction. 

* For the preceding extracts I am indebted to a pamphlet* styled << Thing 
M they are," by II. Nilea. 

tBoslonCentinel, Jan. 12, 1809. 
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NaL 
Mr. Hyland, Secretary to Hr Jameg Craig, late governor-general ej the JSritM 
provincet in JYorth Afnaica, to Mr. Henry, 
: [Most secret and confidential.] 

Qitebec, ^th. Jan, 1809. 

My dear sir— The extr»oidinaiy situation of things at this time in the neig^ . 
houring states,, has suggested to the governor in chief, the idea of empfi^ 
ing you on a secret and confidential mission to Boston, provided an ar- 
rangement can be nfede to meet the important end in view, without throw- 
mg an absolute obstacle in the way of your profesaonal pursuits. The 
in&rmation and political observations^ heretofore received rrom yoa were 
transmitted by his excellency to the secretary of state, who has expressed his 
partkular approbation of them; and there, is no doubt that your able execu- 
tion ( f such a mission as I have above suggested, would give you a claim 
not only on . the governor-general, but oi^' his majesty's minister&, which 
might eventually contribute to your advantage. You will have the good- 
ness, therefore, to acquaint me, for his excellency's information, whe- 
ther you could make it convenient to engage in a mission of this natures 
and what pecuniary 'assistance would be requisite to enable you to undertake 
iX without injuiy to yourself. 

At -present it is only necessary for me to add, that the gt>vemor would 
furnish you with a cypher for carrying on your correspondence; and that.in 
case the leading party in any of the states wished to open a communication 
with this gfovemment, their views might be communicated through you. 

I am, with great truth and regard, my dear sir, your most faithful, hum- 
ble servant, 

(Signed) HEllMAN W. RYLAND. 

John Henry, Efg. 

No. n. 

Monireal, Jim, 31, 1809. 
I have to acknowledge the favour of your lettet of the 26th. inst written 
by the desire of nis excellency the gov. in chief; and hasten to express, 
through you, to his excellency, my readines to comply with his wishes. 

I need not add how very flattenng it is to receive fi*om his exccDencythe 
assurance of the appn;bation of his majesty's secretary of state for ^ the very 
humble services that I may have rendered. 

II the nature of the services in which I am to berengaged will require no 
other disbursements than for my individual expenses, I do not apprehend that 
these can exceed my private resources. 

I shall be ready to take my departiu-e before my instructions can be 
made out 

I have the honour to be, Sec J. H'y. 

. H. W.Byland^Etq.Sec.Uc. 

^ No.m. 
General InfttrucUone from sir V. H. Craig to Mr. Henry, respecting hie eecre$ 

mUmn. 
[Most secret and confidential.] 

^ ^t€bee,eth.Feb.l&:^. 

Sir — As vou have so readily undertaken the service which I have sug^;ested 
to you as being likely to be attended with much benefit to the public in- 
tcre^ I am to request that with your earliest conveniency you will proceed 
to Boston. 

The principal object that I recommend to your attention, is the endeavour 
to obtain the most accurate information of the tnie $tate of aftairs in that part 
of the union, which, from its wealth, the number ^' ill inhabitants, and the 
known, intelligence and atiili^ of several of its leading -men, most naturally 
possess a very considerable mfluenceover, and will indeed r obabljr lead, 
the other eastern states of America in the part they may ts^ at tius im- 
portant crisis. 

I sliall not pretend to point out to you the mode by which you will be 
most Ukely to obtain this important information. Tour own judgment, and 
he connections which you may have in the town, must be your guide. 
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I thiuk it however necessaiy to put you .on your guard tgainst the san- 
l^uineness of an aspiring party. The federalists, as I understaJid, have at 
i^U times discovered a leaning to this disposition : and their bcinc^ under ita 
particular influence at this moment, is the more to be expected from their 
navin^ ho IR founded ground for their hopes oi* being nearer the attainment 
of their-object than they have been for some years past. 

In the general terms which I have made use of in describing the object 
which I recommend to your attention; it is scarcely necessary, that fshould 
observe, I include the state of the public opinion, both with regard to their 
internal politics and to the probability of a war with England; the compai>. 
tive strength of the two great parties into which the country is divided; and 
the views and designs' of that which may ultimately prevail. 

It has been supposed that if the federalists of the eastern states should be 
successful in obtiuiiing that decided influence, which may enable them to 
direct the. public opinion^ it is not improbable, that rather than submit to a 
contini^ce of the diflicidties and distress to which they are now subject, 
they will exert that influence to bring about a separation from the general . 
onion. The earliest" information on this subject may be of great, consequence 
to our government; as it may also be, that it shomdbe uuormcd how far in 
such an event they would look to England for assistance, or be disposed to 
enter into a connection with us. * 

Although it would be highly inexpedient that you should in any manner 
appear as an avowed agent; yet if yoii could contrive to obtain an intimacy 
with any of the leading patty, it may not he improper that you should insinu- 
ate, though with g^reat caution, that if they ^ould wish to enter into any com- 
munication with our government through me, you arc authorizod to receive any 
such, and will safely transmit it to me : and as it may not be impossible that 
they should require soitie document by wMch they ma} be assured, that you 
are really in the situation in which you represent yourself, I nclose a cre- 
dential to be produced in that view. But I most piu^icularly enioin and di- 
rect, that you do not make use of this paper,* unless a desire to that purpose 
should be expressed; and unless you see good g^und tor expecting, that 
the doing so may lead to a more confidential communication, tlian you can 
otherwise look for. 

In passing through the state of Vermont, you will of course exert your en- 
deavours to procure all the information that the short stay you will probably 
make there will admit of- -You wdl use your own discretion as to delaying ■ 
youi' journey, with this view more or less, in proportion to your prospects of 
obtaining any inlormation of consequence. 

I request to hear from you as frequ^tly as possible: and as letters ad- 
dressed to me might excite suspicion, it may be as well that you put then) 
under cover to Mr. — — ■ And as even the addressing letters always 

to the same person might attract notice, I recoijmhcnd your sometimes ad* 
drescingyo irjiacket t<rtlie chief justice here, or occasionally, though seldom^ 
•to Mr. RyUnd; but never with the addition of his ofhcial description. 

lam, sipi your most obedient 'humble serv't. 

(Signed) * • J. H. CH\IG, 

John Ueiiry, Esq. 

No. IV. 
Credential from Sir Jamea Craig to M\ Henry. 

(Copy.) [SEAL.] 

The bearer Mr. John Henry, is employed by me, and full conndence may 
be pUced in him for any communication which any person may wish to make 
to me in the business committed to him. In faith of which I have given hire 
this under my hand and seal at Quebec, the 6tb. day of February, 1809. 

(Signed) J. H. CRAIG. 

Nov. 
To hii excellency the Governor General, SJc. inansrwerto hiJt letter of iTtetructione, 

Mmtreal, February 10, 1809. • 
Sir— I liave the honour to acknowledge tlie receipt of your excellency** 
letterof instructions, the. letter of credence; and the cypher for carrying ^ 
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my correspmidence. I hare bestowed much pains upon the cfphtr; and 
am, notwithstanding^ this, deficient in some points whtch might enable me 
to widerstand It clearfy. I have compared tne example with my own exem- 
plification of the cypher, and find a difference in ^e resuhs : and as the 
preacvk mopient seems (kvourable to the interference of his maieq:ty's gov- 
vemmcnt ih the measures persued by the Cederal pany in the northern states, 
and more especially as the assembly of Massachusetts is now in session^ I 
think it better to set forward hnrocdiately, than wait for any fiirthcr expla- 
nation of the ipeans of carrying on a secret correspondence; which the fre- 
quency ctf safe private conveyances to Canada will render almost wholly un- 
necessary. Should it however be necessary at any time, Lta^e leave to sug^ 
gest that the index alone fiimisbes a very safe and aimp)e mode. In it there 
6 a nomber for every letter in the alphabet, and particular numbers^ tor par- 
ticular phrases; so that when I do not nndin the index the particular word 
1 want, ) can. spell'it With the figures' which stand opposite to the .letters. 
For example if I want to say that « troops are at Albany,** I find tmder the 
letter **t* that number IS stan^ for **troops,** and number 125 for "Albany.** 
The intervemng words **areat" I supply by figures corresponding with the 
letters in these words. 

It wiM be necessary to provide against accident by addressing the letters to 

Mr. ; , of Montreal, with a small mark on the corner of the envelope 

which he win understand. When he receives it, he will then address the en- 
closure to your excellency, and send it from Montreal by mail. 1 will be 
careful not to address your exceUency in the body of tl)e letter, nor sign my 
name to any of them. — ^They will be merely designated by the initials A. B. 

If this mode should in any respect appear exceptionable, your excellencT 
will have the goodness to order a more ] articular exphmation of the cara. 
it would reach me in safety addressed to , Boston. 

I have the honor to be, &c. J.ITy- 

. No. VL 

BvrUnffton^ Vermont, Feb. 14, 1809. 

Sir— I have remained here two days, hi ortier fill^' to ascertain the pro- 
^ss of the arrangements heretofore made for organizing an efficient opposi- 
tion to the general government, as well as to' become acquainted with the 
opinions of the leadhigpeople, relative to the measures of that party which 
has the ascendency in the national councib. 

On the subject of the embwgo laws there seems but one opinion; namely, 
^hat they are unnecessary, • oppressive; and unconstitutional. It must also 
be observed that the excutipn ot them is so invidious as to attract towards the 
officers of government the enmity of the people, which is of course trans- 
ferable to the government itself; so that incase the state of* Massachusetts 
should take any, bold step towards resisting the execution of these laws, it is 
highly prpbablethat it may calculate upon the hearty fo^operatin of the peo- 
ple of Vermont 

I learn that the governor of tins state is n6w visiting the towns in the nor- 
thern section of it; and makes no secret of \ns determination, as command- 
er hi chief of the mihtia, to refuse obedience to any command from the gen- 
eral government which can tend tq interrupt the good luiderstanding that 
prevails between the dtizens of Vermont and his majesty's subjects in Can- 
ada. It )s further intimated, that in case of a war, he will use his influence 
to preserve the state neutral^ and resist, with all the force he can command, 
any attempt to make it a party. I need not add, that if these rcsohitionB 
are carried mto effect, the state of Vermont may be considered as an ally of 
Creat Britain. 

To what extent the sentiments which prevail in this quartef exist in the 
neighboring states, or even in the eastern section of this state, I am not able 
to conjecture. I can only say, with certainty, that the leading men of the 
federal party act in coQcert; and, theretbrc, infer, that a common sentiment 
pon^dea the whole body throughout New Eng^nd. 
,} hsveseen a letter from a gentleman now at Washington to his friend in 
tlua place; and as its contejitsnay serve to throw some lij^t on passing events 
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•Hiere, I shall send either the original or a copy with this de^stch. The wri- 
ter of the letter is a man of character and veracity; and whether competent or 
not to form correct opinions himself, is prol?ably within the reach of aU the 
knowledge that can be obtained by the party to which he belongs. It appears 
by his statement tliat thercis a rety formidable majority in. congress on tho 
aide d the administration ; notwithstanc^ng which, the^e is eveiy reason to 
hope, that the northern states )n their distinct capacity will umte and re« 
sist by force a war with Great Britain. In what mode this resistance will 
first shew itself, is probable not yet determined upon; and may in some mea- 
sure depend upon' the reliance tliat the leading men may place upon as. 
surances or support firom his majesty's represenjtatives in Canada; and as I 
shall be on the spot to tender this vvlienever tlie moment arrives that it can 
be done with elfect — there is no doubt that all their measures may be made 
subordinate to jthe. intensions of his ihajesty' government Great piuns are 
taken by the men of talents and intelligence to confirm the fears of the com- 
mon people, as to the concurrence of the southern democrats in the pro- 
jects of France; and tvery tiling tends to encourage the belief, that the <fis- 
solution of the confederacy will be accelerated by that spirit which now ac* 
toates bodi pofitical parties. 

I am, &c^ A.B. 

No. m 

irindsor, VermoTit, Feb. 10, 1S09. 

Sir— My last was written at Burlington, tlie principal town in the northern 
port of the state of Vermont. I am now at the. principal town in the ells- 
tern section. 

The fallacy of men's opinions when they act under the influence of sen- 
sibility, and are strongly excited by those hopes which always animate a 
lifting party, lead me to doubt the correctness otthe opinions which I teceiv- 
•d in tne northern section of this state; which, ^m iU contiguity to Cana- 
da, and necessary intercourse with Montreal, has a strong interest in pro- 
moting a eood understanding with his raajesty^s government. Thertfope, 
since my departure from Burlington, I have sought eveiy favourable occa- 
sion of conversing with the democrats on the probable result of the policy 
adopted by the general government. The dinerence of opinion is thus ex- 
pressed, t 

The federal party declare, that in the event of a war, the state of Vermont 
will treat separately for itself with Great Britain; and support, to ^e utmost, 
the stipulations into wliich it may enter, without any regsati to the policy 
<^the general government. The democrats on the other hajid assert, that, 
\m such a case as that contemplated, the people would nearly be divided 
into equal numbets; one of which would support the government, if it could 
be done without involvingthe people in. a civil wan but at all events would 
'ride eyery thing in preference to a coaUtion with Great Britain. -This, diffe- 
rence W opinion is not to be wholly ascribed to the prejudices of partjr. The 
people inttic eastern section of Vermont are not operated upon by the same 
nopai and fears, as those on the border^ of the British colony.' They are 
sot dependent upon Montreal foj the sale of their pruduce, nor the supply 
of foreign commodities. They are not apprehensive of any serious dan- 
Ktr or inconvedience from a state of war: and although they' admit that the 

Sivemor coucil, and three-fourths of the representation in congress are of 
e federal party, ^et they do not beheve that the state would sUnd alone 
and resist the national government. They do not however deny, that should 
the state of Vermont continue to be represented , as it is at present it would 
in all probability unite with the neighbouring states, in any serious plan of 
resistance to a war, which it might seem e^dient to adopt This I think 
IS the safer opinion for you to rely ori; if indeed reliance ought to be placed 
•D any measure depending upon the will of the rabble, which is ever chang- 
ing, and muste^xr be marked with ijporance, caprice, and inconstancy. As 
the crisis approaches, the difficulty of deciding qpon an hazardous alterna- 
tive w31 increase. And unfortunately there is not in Vermont any man o 
gWOTUWKting talents, capable of attni^iting general confidence^ of infuaing in- 
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to.thc peopk his own spirit; and, amidst the confiision of conflicting bpta- 
ions, dangera and commot;Jon, competent to lead in the path of duty or rafe-" 
ty. The governor is an industrious, prudent, man, ana has more personal 
-Influence than any other. "But his abilities are not suited to the situation in 
■which a civil war Would place him. I am, &c. A. B. 

No. vm. . 

Amhcrat, ^Tkrvo-Hampihire, Feb. 13, 1809 
Sii^-A gentleman going direct to Canada, affords a safe and fiivourableop- 
portimity of giving you some further -account of my progress.- I will not 
ma^e use of the post-offices, when I can avoid it; l>ccause private occasions 
supercede the necessity of writing in cypher. And the contempts of decency 
and principle, which forms part of the morals of the subaltern oflwsers of a 
democracy, would incline them to break a seal with the same indifference, 
that they break their words^ when either curiosity or interest is to be indulge 
•d. . . ' 

I have not had sufficient time nor evidence* to enable me to form any opin* 
ion for myself, of the lengths to which the federal party -will carry oppo^- 
tion to the national government in the event.of a war. Much may be infer- 
Ted from the result of the elections of govamors, which within two months 
will be made in the states of .^iassachusettSjNew-flampsiureyand Rhode island. 
from all 1 know and can learn (if the general government, I am not appre- 
hensive of an immediate war. The embargo is the favourite measure. And 
it is probalile that other means will be employed to excite England to com- 
mit some act of hostility, fbr the sole puipose of placing the responsibifi- 
ty of war on that country. This I (most particularly recommend to 
the cohsideration of ministers. The dread of opposition, and the loss of po» 
pularity, will certainly keep the ruling party at "Washington inactive. — ^1 ney 
will risk any thing but the loss of power; and they are well aware that their 
power would pass away with the first calamity which their measures might 
bring upon the common people (from whom that power emanates,) unless 
indeed they could find a suf^cient excuse in the conduct of Great Bri- 
tain. This impression cannot be too deeply felt by his majesty's ministers; 
nor too widely spread throughout the British nation. It vnA furnish a 
sure guide in cVcr\ policy that may be a«loplcd towards the United States. 1 
have the honor to be, &c. A.B. 

No. IX. 

.BM/on, March 5, 1809. 
Sir — I am favoured with another opportunity of writing to you by m pri- 
vate convcvance; and think it probable, at this season, that the frequency 
of these will render it unnecessary to write to you in cypher. 

It dcea not yet appear that I should discover to any person the purpose 
of my visit to* Boston; nor is it probable that I shall be compelled, lor Ac * 
sake of gaining' more knowledge of the arrangements of the fbdend ffirty in 
these states, to avow myself as a regular autliorized agent of the Brit^ gov-, 
emment, evaji to those individuals who would feel eqtially bound with myself 
to preserve with the utmost inscrutability so in^rtant a secret from tht 
public eye. 

/ hinr mfficient meant of ir\formaHon to enable me to judge of the proper peru 
bdfor offering the co^peration^of Great Britain^ and opening a coure^ondence 
between the gxrvenor general of BritUh America and those individual*, vho, froM 
the part they take in the opposition to the national government^ and the infiuenc^ 
they may / osseti in any nev> order of things, that may grow out of the present tSf- 
ferenccs^ should be qualified to act onbehalf of the northern states.- An ap- 
prehension of any such state of things, as is presupposed by these remarks^, 
begins to subside; since it has appeared, by the conduct oi the general gov- 
ernment, that it is seriouBly ahtrmed at the menacing attitude of uie northern 
■tales. But although it is believed that there is no probkbihty of an imnie:* 
diate war, yet no doubts are entertained, that Mr. Madison will fall upon 
home new expedients to bring about hostilities. What these may be can on- 
\j be deduceafrom what appears to be practipable. ^mrtr^afm'^twrsc witi;^ 
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ttif^d ind France will probably supersede the embargo; which, by 
openiR^ with the rest ot Eiu-ope aii impartial legitimate commerce, 
and anording strong' ten^tations to that wMch is ulegal, will expose 
the vessels to capture, detention and embarrassment i will justify 
the present policy ; and produce such a degree of irritation and re- 
sentment as will enable thf government of this country to throw the 
whole blame and responsibility of war irom its own shoulders upon those 
X)f the British ministry. If in this, the party attached to France should calcu- 
late with correctness, and tlie commerce of New England would greatly suf- 
fer— ^e merchants being injured and discouraged, would not/ only acqui- 
esce in the restrictive systems, but even submit to war. On the other hand, 
tiiould the small tra^ {>ennitted by a non-intercours^ kw be lucrative and 
uninterruped, the peopU: would be ciamo rout for mare, afUl "Wn compel tJte gov- 
ernment to rettore theftiendly relatiom between the two' cowuriet. While I of- 
fer my opinion upoti this subject, I cannot but expi^ss a strong hope that it' 
any terms should be p;^posed by either government, to wliich "tne other 
m^t think proper to accede, that, A PRINCIPAL MOTIVE TO THB 
ADJUSTMENT OF DIFFERENCES SHOULD BE UNDERSTOOD TO 
ARISE FROM THE AMJCABLE- DISPOSHION OF THE EASTERN 
STATES, PARTICUI.ARLV OF THE STATE OF MASSACHUSETTS. 
THIS, ^S IT WOULD INCREASE THE POPULARITY OF TIIE 
FRIENDS OF GREAT BRITAIN, COULD NOT FAIL TO PROMOTE 
HER INTEREST. If it could not be done formally- and officially, nor in a 
correapondence" between ministers, still perhaps the administration in the 
parliament of Great Britain might take that g^und : and the suggestion 
would find its way into tho ns^ers both m England and America. 

It cannot be too frequently repeated, that this country can only be govem- 
led and directed by the influente of opinion ; as there is nothing permanent 
IB its political institutions; npr are the populace, under any circunistances, to 
be relied on, when measures become mconvenient and burdensome. I will 
soon write again, and am, &c. A. B. 

No. X. 

Bo8to7i, March 7, 1809. 

Sir— I have now ascertained, with as much accuracy as possible, the 
^sourse intended to be puwued by the measures and politics of the adminis- 
tration of the general government 

1 have alrea^ given a decided opinion that a declaration of war is not to 
be expected ; but, contrary to all reasonable calculation, should tlie congress 
po«es6 spuria and independence enough to place ttieir popularity in jeopardy 
by so strong a measure, THE LEGISLATURE OF MASSACHLSETTS 
WILL give; the tone to THP NEIGHBOURING STATES; WILL 
I^GLABE ITSELF PERMANENT UNTIL A NEW ELECTION OF MEM- 
BBRS; INVITE A CONGRESS, TO BE COMPOSED OF DELEGATES 
FROM THE FEDERAL STATES, AND ERECT A SEPERATE GOV- 
ERNMENT FOR THEIR COMMON DEFENCE AND COMMON INTE- 
REST. 

This congress would probably be^ by abrogating the offensive laws, 
and adopting a plan for the maintenance of the power and authority thus 
umomta, dhey -mould by ouch an act be in a condition to make or receive propo- 
mU from Great Britain^ and I should seize the first moment to open a cor- 
respiondence with your excellency. Scarce any other aid would be neces* 
»iy, and perhaps none required, Aan a few vessels of war from the HaUfax 
^ati(Hi«to protect the maritime towns from the little navy which is at the 
disposal of the national government What permanent connexion between 
Great Britain and this section of the repubUc would grow out of a civil com- 
COotioD, such as might be expected, no person is prepared to describe. But 
it teems tiiat a strict alliance must residt of necessity. At present th^ oppo- 
ntkm puty confine their calculations merely to resistance; and I can assure 
)[ou toat at this moment they do not freely entertain the project of with- 
the eastern states from tlie union, finding it a very unpopular to- 
51 
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piC; ftlthoiigh a course of events, awch a^ I have already mentioned, v?(mfd 
inevitably produce an incurable alienation of the New-England from the 
ffbuthern states. The truth is, the common people liave so long regarded 
the constitution of the United States with compiicency, that they arc now 
nnly disposed in thisquartefto treat it like a truant mistress, whom th*y 
> would for a time put away on a separate maintenance, but.witbiiut farther 
and greater pirovbcationj would not absolutely repudiate. 

tt will soon be known in what situation public affairs are to remain until 
the meeting of the new congress*in May, at which time also this legislature 
will again assemble. The two months that intervene will be a period of 
Ihuch anxiety. 

In an I have written, 1 have been careful not to make any impi^esnon ana- 
logous to the enthunastic confidence entertained by the oppOifltion, nor to the 
ho|»es send expectations thkt animate the fHends of an alliance between the 
northern states ai^d Great Britain. I have abstracted mj^self from all the 
f^mpathi^s these are calculated to inspite; because, notwithstanding that I 
feel the utmost confidence in tlie integrity of indention of the leading char- 
ftcter^ in this political drama,, 1 cannot forget that they derive their power 
from a Ipddy, incon^stant multitude; who, unless in the instance under con- 
sideration they f6r.n an exception to all general rules and e]^perienoe, will 
act inconsistently and absurdly. I^am, 8cc. * A. B. 

No. XL 

SoHan, March 10, 18(». 

Sir— In iiiy letter No. 9, I took the hberty to express my opinion of the 
probable ett'cct 6f the non-intercdurse law intended to be enacted; and of 
the mode by wluch Britain may defeat the real inffention of the Amcricaif 
government in passing it. But as the sort of impunity riecommended might, 
m its application to every species of commerce that would be carried on, be 
deemed by Great Britain a greater evil than war itself, a irilddle course 
might ea.sily be addpte^, wbidi would deprive France of the benefit result- 
ing fro m an intercourse with America, without, in afty great degree, irri- 
tating the maritime states. 

The high price tif all American produce in France fximishes a temptation 
which mercantile avarice will be un&ble to resist. The consequence is ob- 
vious. But if instead of condemning the vessels and cargoes which may b€ 
arrested in pursuing this prohibited commeice, they shmild be compelled 
to go info a British port, and there permitted to sell them, 1 think the friends 
of* England in tliese states, would not utter a complaint. Indeed, I have no' 
doubt, that if; in the prosecution of a lawful voyage, the Bxldsh cruisei* 
should treat American ships in this manner, their owners would in the pres- 
ent state of the Europelin maricets, think themselves vcry^ fortunate; aa it 
would save tliem the trouble and expehse of landing them in a neiAral pof^ 
and from thence re-ship them tp England, now the best market ia 
Europe for the produce of this country. — ^The government of the U. States 
would probably complain, and Bonaparte become peremptoi^; but even tint 
would Only tend to render the oppo^on in the northern states more reso- 
lute, and accelerate the dissolution of th^ confederacy. The geneiputy and 
justice of Great Britain would be eXtoUed, and the commercial states exirit 
in the success of indiriduals over a government initru<;al to commerce, and W 
whose measures they can no longer wibmit with patient acquiescence. 

The elections are begun; and I prfesume no vigilance or industry will be 
omitted to ihsure the success of the federal party. 1 am, &c. A. B. 

P. S. Intelligence has reached Boston, that a non-intercours^ law has acr 
tually passed, and that Martinique has surrendered to the British ibrces. 

No. xn. 

JBpston^ March 13, 1809. 

Sii^— You will perceive from the accounts thw will reach you in the public 

papers both from Washington and Massachusetts, that the federalists of th* 

northern states have fsucceeded in making the congress believe, thi^ vrith sucfi 

an opposition as they would make to the genend govCmacnt^ a war mtrtt 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



■ ^ 

THE OLIVE BRANCH. \C^ 157 ,; ^ J 

^ confined to their own territory, and mig^ht be even too mJS^j^t^ujfl *l^ >J*^ 
j^ovemment to sustain. The consequence ia, that after all the parade i 
nioes with which the session commenced^ it has been suffered to end with- 
out canrying into effect any of the pfans of the administration, except the 
interdiction of commorcial intercourse with England and Fran6e — 
an event thatrwas anticipated in ray Ibrtner letters. 

Under what new circumstances the congress will meet in May, will depend 
on the state elections^ and the changes that may in the mean time tiJce place 
in Europe. With regard to Great Britain, she can scvpe mistake her tnie 
pohcy in relation to America. * If peace be the first object, every act which 
can irritate the maritime sUtes ou^^t to be avoided; because the prevailing 
dispontion of these will generally be suiYicient to keep the g^emment from 
hazan^Ung aay hostile measure. If a war between America and France be a 
gnuid desideratum, something more must be' done; an indulgent conciliatory 
policy inuflt be adopted, which will leave the democrats without a pretext for 
hostakties; and Bonaparte, whose passions are too hot tor delay wil^ probably 
compel this government to decide which of the two gp»at belligerents is to 
be Its enemy. To bring about a separation of the states, under distinct and 
independent governments, is an aff^ of more uncertainty; and however dcr 
siraole cannot be effected but by a series of acts and long continued policy, 
tending to initate the southern, and conciliate the northern people. Th^ 
former are, agricultural and the latter a connnercial people. The mode of 
^heenng Vid depressing either is too obvious to reguire illustration. This, ' 
I amaware^ i» an object of n^uch interest in Great Britain; as it would for- 
ever secure Uie integrity of his majesty's possessions on the continent, and 
make the two j^vermneiits, or whoever number the present confederacy 
mi^ form hitD, arusdhl and as mndi subject to the influence of Great 
Bntaio, as her colonies can^ be rendered. But i( is an object only to be at- 
tained by 'slow and circumspeci pro^resdon; and requires for its consumma- 
tion mo^ attention to the affairs which Agitate and excite parties in this co«n. 
try, than Great Britain has yet bestowed upon it. An unpopular war — that 
is, a war produced by the hatred and prejudices ol one party, but against tke 
consent of the other party can alone produce a sudden separation of any 
section of this coun^ from the common head. ^ 

At all events, it cannot be necessary to the preservation of )>eace, that 
Great Britain should n^ake any great concession at the present moment; more 
^spedally as ^ nyne important clianges that occur in Europe might render 
it inconvetuent for her to adhere to any stipulation^ in favour of neutral mar- 
itime nations. ■ 

Although the non-intercourse law affords but a partial relief to tlie pe<H>le 
of this country from the evils of that entire suspension of commerce to which 
ttey have reluctantly submitted for som^ t^ine past, I lament the repeal of 
die en^wcgo; bc<^iuse it was calculated tcf accelerate the progress of these 
states towards a revolution that would have put an end to the only republic 
that remains to prove that a jrovemment /ounded on political e(^uiUity can ex- 
ist in a season 6f trial and dimculfy, or is calcula^d to insure ^ther securit>-, 
or happiness to a people. 

I am. Sec. A. B. 

No. xm. 

Bottqth March 20, 1809. 
Sir— Since roy letter of the 13th. nothii^ has occurred which I though^ 
worthy of a communication. 

The last week of this month and the first of Apr'd will be occupied in the 
election of Governors and other exepotive officers in the New Kn^nd states. 
The' federal candidate in New Uampshire is ab^adv elected by a majority 
of about 1000 votes. His comfJttitor was a n>»ii of large fortune, extensive 
connexions, and inoffensive manners. These account for the smallneas of the 
inajority. 

in Connecticut, no change is necessary : and none is to be apprehended. 
In Bhode Isbud, it is of no consequence of what ' party the governor is s^ 
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member, as he has neither civil nor military power, beis^ merely ^eaideat* 
of the counciL 

In MaasachiuetU, it is certain that the federal candidate will succeed. 

A few weeks will be sufildent in order to determine the relative strength 
of parties, and convince Mr. Madison that a war with Great Britain is not a 
measure upon which he dare venture. Since the plan of an organized op* 
position to the projects of Mr. Jefferson was put into operation, the whole 
of die ^ew Bngland states have transferred their political power to his politi- 
cal enemies : and the reason that he has stiU so many adherents is, that those 
who consider the only true policy of America to consist in the cultivation of 
peace, h&ve still great confidence, that nothing can force him (or his sue- 
cesser who acts up to his 83rsten), or rather is governed by it) to conseni to 
war. They consider all the menaces and *< dreadfiil note of preparation" to 
be a mere finesse, intended only to obtain concessions fixnn England on cheap 
terms. From eveiy sort ol evidence, I confess I am myseff of the same 
opinion; and am/ii% persuaded that' the firee which has been acting at Watk- 
ingUm will temdnate in fuUpfof rfthe imbedSty and tftritless tem^ qf the ae* 
<ort. A war attempted without the concurrence or both parties, and the 
general consent of the northern statei^ which constitute the bone and muscle 
of tiie coiintry, must commence without hope, and end in disgrace. IT 
SHOULD, THEREFORE, BE THE FEOUUAH CARE OF GREAT BRIT. 
AIN TO FOSTER DIVISIONS BETWEEN THE NORTH AND SOUTH, 
and btf ntcceeding- in this, she may carry into effect her ovn pr^ects in Europe, 
vfith a total disregard to the resentment of the democrats of tUs country, 

I am, &c. . A. B. 

No. XIV. 

Bosttm, AprU 13, 1809. 

Sir— I send to Mr. R. a pamphlet entitled <* Suppressed Documents.** 
The notes and comments were written by the gentleman who has written the 
^analysis," which I sen^ bv a former conveyance. These works have greatly 
contributed to excite the fears of the men *of talents and property; who now 
prefer the chance of msdntaining their party by open resistance and final sep- 
aration, to an alliance with France, and a war with England. So that should 
tlie government unexpectedly and contrary to all reasonable calculation, atr 
tempt to involve the country m a measure of that nature, 1 am convinced 
(now that the elections have all terminated favourably) that none of the New 
England states would be a party in it— But, as I have repeatedly written, the 
general government does not seriously entertain any such desire or intention. 
Had the majority in the New England states continued to approve of the 
public measures; it is extremely probable that Great Britain would now have 
to choose between war and concession. But the aspect of things in this 
respect is changed; and a war would produce an incurable alienation of Die 
eastern states, and bring the whole country in subordination to the4ntcrest 
of England, whose navy would pitscribe and enforce the terms upon which 
the commercial Btates should carry and the agricultural states export their 
surplus produce. All this is as well known to the democrats as to the other 
party. Therefore they will avoid a war, at least until the whole nation is 
unanihfious for it StUl when we consider of what materials the government 
is formed, it is impossible to speak with any certainty of their measures. 'The 
past administraion in every tr&nsaction presents to the mind only a muddy 
commixture of folly, weakness, lund duplicity. The spell, by which the nv 
tions of Europe have been rendei^ inert and inefficient when they attempted 
to shake it o% has stretched its shadows across tlie Atlantic, and maoe a 
majority of the people' of these states alike blind to duty and to their ipter- 
csts. 

I am, &c A. B. 

No. XV. 

Boston, Jipril 26, 1809. 

Air— Since my letter No. 14, I have had but little to communicate. 

I have not yet been able to ascertain with sufficient accuracy the relative 
strength of the two parties in the Legislative bodies in New ^gland. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE OLIVE BRANCH. i5ft 

In all of these states, however, governors have been elected out of the 
federal pATtv; and even the aouthem papers indicate an unexpected aug- 
mcBtation of federal members in the next congress. 

The oorresoondence between Mr. Erski^e and the secretary of state at 
Washin j^n« you will have seen before this can reach you. It has given much 
sati^ction to the federal party here; becAuse it promises an exemption from 
the evil they most feared (a war with Gn^land) and justifies their partiality to^ 
wards Great Britain which they maintain was founded upon a full conviction 
of her justice and sincere disposition to preserve peace. Even the demo- 
crats anect to be satisfied with it; because, as they uisist, it proves the e£- 
cacy of tlie restrictive sj^tem of Mr. Jefferson. 

But the ereat benefit that will prooably result from it, will be, that Bona- 
parte may be induced to force this count^ from her neutral position. Baffled 
m his attempt to exclude from this continent the manu&ctures ot Great Brit- 
ain, he will most likely confiscate all American property in his dominipns and 
dependencies, and declare war. Nothing could more than this contribute to 
^ve infiueiice and stability to the British Party. THe invidiouM occufrencds of 
the rebeiiien wndd be firgottenin the resentment of the people cLgcdnat France: 
and they would soon be weaned from that attachment to her which is founded 
on the aid that was rendered to separate irom the mother country. 

While Great B<*itain waits for this natural, I might say necessary result of 
the negotiation, would it not be extremely inexpedient to conclude a treaty 
with uie American government ? . Every sort of evidence an<J experience 
prore, that the democrats consider their political ascendency in a great mea- 
sure dependent upon the hostile spirit that they can keep alive towards 
Great Britain: and recent Events demonstrate that their conduct will be pre- 
dicated upon that con^ction. It is therefore not to be expected that they 
will meet with corresponding feelings a sincere disposition on the part of 
England to adjust all ntatters in dispute. They are at heart mortified and* 
diftiippointed to find that Great Britain has been in advance of the French 
govcmhient in taking advantage of the provincial clauses of tlie non-inter- 
ixiurse law. And if they shew any spirit at the next session of Congress to- 
wards France, it will be only because they vi'iM find Bonaparte deaf to entrea- 
ty, and insensible of pastfiivourS; or that they may think it safer to float with 
the tide of public feelings which will set strongly against him, unless he 
keep pari passau with England in a conciliatory policy. 

WhonI began my letter. I intended to make some observations inrela- 
ti«n to the boundary line— {Here 10 of 12 lines of the manuscript are erased.] 
I am. Sec. A. B. 

No. XVI, 

Bostmy May 5, 1809. 

Sir— Aithough'the recent changes that have occurred, quiet all apprehen- 
sions of war, and. consequently lessen all hope of a separation of t/ie states, I 
think it necessary to transmit by the mail of each week a sketch of passing 
events. 

On local poUtics I have nothing to add; and as the parade that is made in 
the Naticmal Intelligencer of the sincere disposition of Mr. Madison to pre- 
serve amicable relations with Great Britain is in my opinion calculatea to 
awaken vigilance and distrust ratlier than inspire confidence, I sliall (having 
nothing more importaj.t to write about) take leave to examine his motives. 
I ant not surprised at his conditional removal of the non-intercourse law with 
respect to Great Britain, because it was made incumbent on him by the act 
of congress; but the observations made on his fiiendly dispositions towanja 
Great Britsdn are a matter of no little astonishment The whcjle tenor of his 
Boiitical life directly and unequivocally contradicts tliem. His speech ^n the 
British treaty in '95 — liis attempt to pass a law for confiscation of "British 
debts" and Britisli property— lus commercial resolutions, grounded appa- 
rently on an idea of makmg America useful as a colony to F'tance — his con- 
duct while secretaiy of state — aliform an assemblage of probabilities tend^ 
ing to convmoe me at least that he docs not seriously desire a treaty in 
which the rights and pretensions of Great Britain would be fairly recogni- 
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zed. It seems impossible that he sfaould'al^ once divest Umself of his habitq* 
il aniroosi^ and that pride of opinion, which his present situation enables hini 
to indulge; but above iUl, that be should deprive his friends uid supporteei 
of the benefit of those prejudices which have been carefully fostered in the 
minds of the common people towards England, and which have so materially 
contributed to invigorate and augment the democratic party. Whatever hia 
red motives may be, it is in this stage ' of the affair haxnnless enough to en- 
quire into the cause of the apparent change. He probably acts under a con- 
viction, that in the present temper of the eastern states a war could not fidl 
to produce a dissolution of tlie union; or he may have profitted by the mis- 
takes of his predecessor; and isJncUned to seise the present opportunity to 
prove to the world that he is determined to be the pn^sident of the nation 
rather than theihead of a faction; or as he has probably gone thus tar to re- 
move the impression on the mind of many, that he was under the influence 
of Franbe, in order that he may with a better grace and on more tenable 
l^rounds quarrel with Great Britain in the progress of ne^tiating a treaty. 
Whatever his motives mayl>e, lam very certain nis party will i|ot support Idm 
in any manly and generous noli^. — Weak men are sure to temporize when 
g^at events caU upon them for dedsion; and are sluggish and inert at the 
jnqment when the worst of evils is in' action. This is the character of the de- 
mocrats in the northern states. Of those of the south I knoW but little. 
I am. Sec. A. B. 

No, x\n. 

JBoatmfMty 25,1909. 

Sir — My last was under date of the 5th. inst 

The unexpected change which has taken place in the feelings of politica] 
men in this counti^ in consequence of Mr. Madison's prompt acceptance of 
the fiiendly propmals of Great Britain has caused a temporal^ suspension of 
the conflict of parties; and they both regw-d him with equal wonder and dis- 
trust They all ascribe liis conduct to varfous motives : out none believe him 
to be in earnest. 

The state of New-York has returned to the assembly a majority of federal 
members. All this proves that an anti-commercial faction cannot rule the 
conomercial states. Two months ago the state of New York was not ranked 
among the states that would adopt the policy of that of Massachusetts; and 
any fevourable change was exceedingly proBlematical 

I beg leave to su^jcst that in the present state of things in this countir my 
presence can contnoute veiy little to' the interest bf Great Britain. If Mf. 
Erskine be sanctioned in all he has conceded, b^ his majesty's ministers, itb 
unnecessary for me, as indeed it would be unavailing, to make any attempt to 
carry into effect thf oi$^nal purposes of my mission. While I think it to be 
my duty to give thts intimation to you, I beg it may be understood that I con- 
Mder myself entirely at the disposal of his majesty's government 

I am, &c. A. B. 

No.XMH. 
/ Mmtreals June 12, 1809. 

Sir— I have the honour to inform your excellency that I received, through 
Mr. Secretary Hyland, your excellenqr's commands to return to Canada; and 
after the delays incident to tliis season of the year, in a journey from Boston, 
arrived here vesterday. 

Yourexcellency win have seen by the papMcrs of the htest dates from the 
United States, that a formidable oppoisition is already organized in congresa 
to the late measures cCMr. Ma^son; and it is veiy evident that if he be sin- 
cere in his professions of attachment to Great Britain, his party will abandon 
him. Sixty-one members have already' voted against a resolution to approve 
of what he has done; und I have no doubt the rest of the democratic party 
will follow the example as soon as thcv recover from the astonishment into 
which his apparant detection has thrown tbem. 

.'''Represent hopes of the federalists are founded on the probabilit;y of a war 
with France; but, at all events, this partv is strong and well olganixed enough 
to prevent a war with England. It wouM now be sUperfl uous to imiblc your 
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Excellency with an account orthe natu^ and extent of the drrangementf made 
htf the federal party to reeut any attempt of the goroenvnent unfavourabie to 
Great Britain, They were such aa do great credit to theb ability and princi- 
bles; and while a judicious policy is observed by Great Britain, secure her 
uitereats in America from decay. Ifly fear of inducing a false security on 
Ac part of his majesty's' government in their efficiency and eventful success, 
may have inclined me to refrain from doing them that justiee in my former 
letters, wluch I willingly express. 

I trust your exedlency wiU* ascribe the style and manner of my communi- 
cations anid the frequent ambiguities introduced* in them, as arising fr(>m the 
secrecy necessa^ to be observed, and my consciousness that you understood 
my meaning on them^st delicate points without risking a particular expla* 
iiatioh. 
I lament that no occasion commensurate to niy wishes has permitted me to 
- prove how much I value the confidence of your excellency and the approba- 
mon already expressed by his majesty's |ninister. I have the honour to be &c.' 
(Signed) ' JOHN HENRV. 

. No. XIX. 
' M-. Ryland to Mr, Henry, Ut. May, 1809. 

M^ dear sir— The news we have received this day from the United States 
will; I imagine, soon bring you back to us: and if you arrive at Montreal by 
the middle of June, I shall probably have the pleasure of meeting you there^ 
as I un going up with sir James and a large suite. The last letters receiv- 
ed from yon are to the 13th. Apnl} the whole are now transcribing for the 
purpose of being sent home, where they cannot fail ofddng you great credit, 
and Imott oineerely hope they may eventuaily contribute to your permanent ad- 
"ooniage. It is not necessary to repeat the assurances that no 'effort within 
the compas6 of my power shall be wanting to this end. 

/ am cruelly &ui of tpirite at the idea of old Engkmd truckling to such a dSf. 
haoed and aceuroed government a» that of the UiHted Statet. 

I am greatly obli^ to you for the trouble you have taken in procuring 
the booKs; thoio^ if Spain falls, I shall scarcel) have heart ^to look into 
Uiem. I can add no more now, bat that I am most heartily and affectionate- 
ly youis; 

(Signed) H. W. R. 

John Henry, Eiq. Botton. 

No. XX. 
Mr. Hyland to Mr. Henry, dated 4th, May, 1809. 
My dear sir— You naust connder the short letter I wrote you by the last 
post as altogether unofficial: but I wn now to intimate to you in a more for- 
mal manner our hbpe of your speedy return, as the object of your journey 
seems, for the present at least, to be at an end. We have London news by 
way of the river up to tho 6th. of Bfarch, which talfies to a day widi whi^ 
We have received by the way of the states. Heartily wishing you a safe and 
ipeady journey back to us; 

I am, my dear sir, most sincerely yours, 

(Signed) H. W. R. 

Have the goodness to. bring my bboks with you, though I shall have little 
Spirit to look into them unl^ you bring good news flhom Spain. 

No. XXI. 
Mr. Henrt^i Memorial to Lord IJverpool, enelooed in a letter to Mr. Ped, of the 

13r&. June 1811, vnth a popu ofthdX letter. 
The undersigned most respectfully submits th^foUow'mg sUtement and me- 
morial to the Earl aS Liverpool. 
Long' before and durinf the administration of ybur lordship's predecessor, 
the undersigned bestowed much personal attention to the state or parties and 
to the political measures in the U. States of America. 

{Hire is an erasure ol about four lines.] 
Soon after the anair of the Chesapeake frigata, when his majesty's gover- 
nor general of Britisb Amarica had rtasoii to believe tbtt ^e two countries 
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Would be intolved in a war, and hadaubmUtedto kit majettft mnutert A$ 
mrangementwof the ^EngHth party in the United StateMfor an eJUient redetance 
to the general governments -which Toould probably terminate in a reparation rfth^ 
horthern Hates from the general canfedefiicy, he applied to the undenigned, to 
undertake a mittion to Boston, where the whole conceme of the opposition -were 
ituinaged The object of the mi$mon vat to promote and encourage the federal 
party to ronot the measured of the general government/ to offer aoouranceo of aid 
ard svpportfrom his majetty'o government of Canada; and to open a communi- 
mtiur. between the leading men engaged in thai oppo«tipou)d the ffovenor 
gtneriil upon such a footing as ciicumstanoes might sun;est; and nnally to 
rei.der the plans then in contemplation ■ubservient to the views of his ma- 
jesty's government.* 

The undenigiied undertook the mission which lafltted from the month 
of January to the month of June inclusiTe, during which period 

those public acts md legislative resohitkins of 
the assemblies of Massachusetts and Connecticut were paased, which kept 
the general gfovemment of the United States m check, and deterred it fhnn 
carrying into execution the measures of host^ty with Which Great Britain 
was menaced. 

For the service on the occanon herein rtoted, and the loss of time and 
expenses incurred, the undersigped neither sought nor received any. com- 
pensation; but trusted to the known justice and liberality of his majesty's 
Sovernment for the reward of services which could not, he humbly cooceiTes, 
e estimated in poimds shillings and pence. On the patronage and support 
which was promised in the letter of Sir J. Craig under date of the 23d. Jan. 
U09, (wherein he gives an assurance «that ^e former correspondence and 
{political information transmitted by th^ undersgmed had met with the par* 
ticular approbation of his majesty's secretaiy of state, and that hia execution 
of the mission (proposed to be undertaken in that letter) would giv^ him a 
ckim not only on tbe governor general but on his majesty's miniaters"} the 
undersigned had reBcd, and npw most respecthilly daons, m whatever mode 
the Earl of liveipool may be pleased to adopt 

The undersijg^d most respectfully takes this occasion to state that Sir 
J. Craig promised him an employment in Canada worth upwards of ooe 
thousand pouiids a-vear, bv his letter, (herewith tranonitted) under date of 
13th. Sept 1809, which he nas just lesnied, has» in consequence of his ab- 
tjence, been eivcn to another person. The undersigned abstains from com- 
menting on this transaction; and respectfully suggests that the appointment 
ot Judge Advocate General of the province of Lower Canada, with a salary 
of Bve hundred pounds a-year, or a consulate in the United States, mne cw* 
ria, would be considered by him a fiberal discharge of any obligation that 
his majesty'? government may entertain m relation to his service. 
Copy of a Letter to JIffr. Peel^ enclosing the foregoing, 

Sir^ take the liberty of enclosing to you a memctnal adjfesaed to the 
Earl of Liverpool; and beg you will have the goodness either to exanune 
the documents in your office, or those in my own posaession, touching the 
extent and legitimacy of ray claima. 

Mr. Rylam^ the secretary of Sir J. Craig, ianow in London; and, froa 
hia official knowledge of the transactions and fiicts alluded to in the memo- 
rial, can give any mformatron required on the subject 
I have the honour to be, &c &c. 

(Signed) J.H. 

June 13th. 1811. 

No XXJL 

Letter of the Rt Hon. thcEari of Liverpool. b> the ^retaiy R Peel, Ewj. 

recogniiingMr. Henry*s service, &c. 

Dowmng-street^ 2&A. June, 1811. 
fiir-I have not fidled to lay before the Eari of LdverpboUthe memorial, to- 

* Vide tiiedespatcfaoi of Sir James Craig in lone, 1806. 
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gethef with its several enclosures, which was delivered to me a iew dajri 
iBtnce, by Gen. Ix)ft, at your Jesire. 

His lordship has directed me to acquaint you, that he haa rclerred to th© 
correspondence in this office, of the year 1808, and finds two letters from 
bir James Craig, dated 10th. April, and 5\}\. May, transmitting the correspon-* 
dcnce that has passed during vour residence in the northern states i»f Amer- 
ica, and expressing his conndence in your ability and judgement: but Lord 
Liverpool has not discovered any wish on the part of Sir. James Craig, that 
your claims f ^r compensation should b^ referred to this country; nor, in- 
deed^ is afiusion made to any kind of arrangement or agreement that liad been 
made by that officer with you. 

Under these circumstances, and had not Sir James Craig determined on 
his immediate n»tum to England, it Would have been Lord Liverpool's wish 
•o have referred vour memorial to him, as being better enabled to appreci- 
ate the ability and succe&s with wliich you executed a mission, undertaken 
•t his desire. Lord livci pool will, however, transmit it to Sir James Craig's 
successor in the govcmHu nt, and an' assurance, that, from the recommenda* 
tions, he has received in your favour, and tlie opinion he has formed on youi* 
correspondence he is convinced that the public service will be benefitted by 
your active employment in a pubh'c situation. 

Lord Liverpool wdl also feel himself bound to give the same assurance to 
the Marqius Wellesley, if there is any probability that it will advance the suc» 
cess of the application which yf)\x have made to his lordship. 
I am, sir, your most obedient, humble scrvant> 

(Signed) ROBEftT PEEL, 

John Heniy, Esq. 27, Leicester square. 

Xo. xxm. 

Mr. Bemi/ to ^tr. Peety September 24, 1811. JS*o oihrr aneia^r than a despatch 
to Sir George Prevosf, and tite tetter marked B. 
^ LvndoTu 4f6. Septend>et% 1811* 

Sir— I have just now learned the ultimate decision of my I>oi d WellesleV 
relative to the appointment which I was desirous to obta'm; and find that tli'e. 
subsisting relations beti:\'een the two countries, forbid tlie creating a liew of^ 
fice in the United States, such as I was solicitous to obtain. In this state of 
things I have not a moment to lose in returning to Canada, and have taken my 
pasMge in' the last and only ship tJiat sails for Quebec tliis SiM.<on. As I have 
no time to enter de iiovo into explanations witli tJje gentlenton who is in your 
office, and as I have received assurancon from you^n addition to the letter of 
my Lord Liverpool, of the 27th. June, that **hib loitlship WvHild Tecommeiid 
mc to the governor of Canada, for the first vacuni situation tJiut 1 would ac* 
cept'* I beg the fiivour of you to advise me how 1 um to get that recommen- 
dition, without loss of time. 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. i, J. H. 

Robert Feci, E»q. &. «tc. &c. 

No. XXtV. 
Copy of a Utter wriiien by I^ord Ltverpool^ to Sir Gcvyge Prevost^ furnished by 
She wider tecretary of state. Original ifi the despatch to tltegcnemor gaieral. 

I)<nvningstreei, ihth. Sept.l^ll. 
Sip— Mr. Henry, who will have the honour of delivering this letter, is the 
gentleman who addressed to )ne the memorial, a copy of which 1 herewith 
transmit, and to whom the accompanying letter from Mr. Peel was written by 
my direction. 

In compliance with his recjuest, I now fulfil the assurance wliich I hsve git- 
en; of stating to von my opinion c^the ability andjudgementwhich Ml* Henry 
htm manifested on the occasion mentioned in his memorial; and of theibenefit 
the public service might derive from his active employment in anj public ait- 
nation, in which you should think proper to place lum. 
I am* sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

(Signed) LTVBBPQQU 

T^ Sir George Pre\ost,Bart fcc. ^c. 

Q2 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



164 THE OLIVE BRANCH- 

No. XXV. 

Mr. Upland to Mf. Henry. 

Tuesday evcnjng^, July ad, 18(1. 
"Detr Hcnr>-^It i^'ives me real pleasure to find that the apprehetiaioii Ihaa 
4brmed with respect to the fulfiliiient of your expectations, is likely to ppovtt 
erroneous. As every things which passed relative to your misaion was in wri- 
ting, I think you will do well insubniittingto Iidr. Peel all the original papers^ 
I, myself, could give no other information relative to the subject than what 
they contain; as you and I had no opportuiuty of any verbal communicatioQ 
ooncenungit, tiU after your mission terminated. I never wrot«you a letter 
in the governor's name, which had not previoudy been submitted to ^ cor- 
rection. 

The impression I had received of vour character and abilities made mc 
anxious to serve you, even before 1 nad the pleasure of a personal acquaint- 
ance with you: and the same deare has operated on me ever since. I am, 
therefore, entitled to hope, tliat any opinion which I may have given y6u; as 
to yoar best mode of obtaining an employment under government, will be 
received ^ith the same candour that gave nse to it I think you will do well 
to persevere as you propose, I have no doubt that eveiy letter from you 
which Sir James sent home, will be found in Mr. PeeFs office, as the estab- 
lished practice there is to bind the despatches and enclo6ure» yearly up to- 
gether. 
Sincerely wishing you erery success, 1 am inost fiiithfiilly, yours, 

(Signed) H. W. RYLAND. 

,lt)hn(lenry, Esq. 

No. XXVL 
.Ifr. Henry'^9 neniorialio Lord Liverpool, encloted in Lord Liroerp—Vt dt^fHcfL 
To the right honourable the Earl of iJverpool, the undersigned most res- 
^ pcc*fully submits the foUo^-ing memorial. 

Ixinf^ before and during the administration of your lordship's predeccasor 
tlieumlei signed bestowed much personal attention to the state of parties and 
uolitical measures in the I'nited Stutes of America, and had an opportumty* 
jHeic an cr..i.iirc of 10 or 12 Hnes] and to unite the [An erasure nere of 3 or 
.> lines] the ir.fonnalion transmitted by the underagpncd to Sir James Cnug; 
and by hiin to lx>ril Castlcreagh, met taith hu lordship'' 9 approbation:^ and 
when the hostile preparations in the United States suggested to Sir Jame« 
Craig tJie ncccssiiy ot making corresponding arrangements of precaution and 
dcPcnce, for the securitj' of ms majesty's colonies, he appUed to the under- 
sigiKd ttt un<lert;\ke a secret and confidential mission to the northern states 
to ^ the party already mentioned; to direct'their 

operations, and transmit regular information of the same, and to endearorti^ 
render their plans subservient to the interests of Great Britain.^ The under- 
signed readily undertook the mission, and spent five months in the active aiKi 
zealous discharge of the duties connected with it JAn erasure here c^ 30or 
^5 lincs§] which deterr6d the general government from the pKupose alreai^ 
mentioned, and from a coalition with fratice, J while'the information which he 
tnuwmitted to Sir James Craigv probablv saved the trotible and exptense of 
arming the Canadian mihtia. AJlthi^ tiie undersigned performed wjthout 
ever showing his commission or appearing as an authorized agent — from a 
thorough conviction that a discovery of hismisngu would, iumjsh the Frenck 
party with tlie means of destronng tiie influence of the party .adheiing to 
c;reat Britain in every quarter of America, and enable the general govern^ 
Hicnt to go t(j war upon popular and tenable ground. 

• See the letter of Mr, Henry addressed to tlie secretary of Sir James 
Craig, and by him transmitted to Lord in the month df Aprils 1806. 

t See document No. 22, herewith submitted. 

% See document No. 22, and 23, herewith suhmitted. 

§ See lettfcr No. 1. of the series transmitted by Sir J. Craigv to the cokuMiJ 
department, under date February H 1809. 

f See the rem»ind^ of the «fQr«»ud ]^#r. 
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ItX ^e ftpplicsJtion of Si^ James Craig to the undersigned to undertake the 
mission aforesaid, he says "the information and poUtiow observations receir- 
ed tipomyoii heretofore were all transmitted to the secretary of state, who 
has expressed his particular approbation of them : and there b no doubt that 
your aible execution of such a mission as 1 have above suggested, would give 
you a claim not only on the governor general ^of British America,) but on his 
majesty's ministers," &c* ^ 

The undersigned being now in England on hisjirivate affairs, on the eve 
of departure' for America, most humbly and respectfully submits his claims, 
under the stipulations aforesaid, to Uie earl of Liverpool, in the confident ex- 
pectaion that his lordship will treat them with th*it justice, and liberality, 
which upon investigation they may be found to merit 

It'may not be superfluous to add, tliat the undersigned has never received 
in any aihape whatever any'coropensation or patronage for tlic services he has 
rendered. This fact, Mr. Uyland, the secretary of Sifr James Craig, now in Lon- 
don, can vouch; as well as for the truth of all the matters set forth in this me- 
moriaL I have the honour, &c. 

(Signed) » J.HENRY. 

27 Leicester-square, June 23, 1811. 

CHAPTER XXVIII. 

Embargo repealed. British and French vessels interdicted from 
entering our harbours. Importations from both countries pro- 
hibited. Invitation held out to both to cease their outrages on 
our commerce* 

JL HE clamour excited against the embargo— ^the tumultu- 
ous proceedings in the eastern states— its inefficacy to answer the 
purpose intended, arising partly fron^ tlie factioug, and disorgan- 
uing^and Jacobinical opposition it met with, and partly from the 
imbecility of Mr. Jefferson^s administration, in not duly enforc- 
ing it, as I have already statedf— all combined to produce its re- 
peal, which took place on the 1st of March, 1809. 

As a pacific measure, in lieu of the embargo, to induce the bel- 
ligerents to respect our rights^ and to cease depredating on us, 
under pretence of retaliation upon each other, the act commonly 
styled the non-intercourse act, was passed, of which I annex 
tiiose sections, which contain its leading features. 
Jin Jet to interdict the Comwiercial Intercourse between the Unit- 
ed States andf Great Britain and France^ and their dependen- 
cies; and for other purposes^ 

Jie it enacted by the mutte and house of representativet of the Untied States 
of America in congress awembled. That from and after the passage of this 
act, the entrance of the harbours and waters of the United States and of 
the territories thereof, be, and the same w hembt/ interdicted to uU pubUc 
Mptatid vesseU belontrin^ to Great Bntian or Famce, excepting vessels only 
which may be forced iii by distress, or which are charged vnth despatches 
or busincw from the government to which they belong, and also packets 
having no cargo or merchandize on board. And if any public ship or vessel 
as aforesaid, not fceing included in the exception above mentioned, shall en- 
ter any harbour op waters within the jurisdiction of the United States, or 
•r the territories thereof, it ^all be lawfid for the president of tlie United 
9Utes» or such other person as He shiOl have empowered for that purpose, 



• See docoroent No. 1, herewith lubmitte^.. 
X See page 50. 
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to employ nich part of the land and naval forces, or of tlic militia of the 
United States* or the territories thereof as he shall deem necessary, to compd 
tuch thip or vetsel to depart. 

Sec. 3. And he it further enacted^ That from and aft^r the twentieth day 
of May next, the entrance of the harbours and waters of the United States, 
and the territories thereof, be, and the same i* hereby iitterdictcd to all afdpo or 
vessels aaUing' wider thefiag of Great Britain dr Frajtce, or oramed in -whole orim 

Ct by any citixen or suiject t^f either; ▼esse'Is hired, chartered or employed 
the government of either country, for the sole purpose of carrying let- 
ters or despatches, and' also vessels forced in by distress or by the dangers 
of the sea, only excepted. — Jnd if any ship or vessel sailing under the flag of 
• Greoi Britain or France, or ovmed in whole or in part by atny citizen or subject 
^ either, and not excepted at aforesaidy shaU^ after the twentieth day of May 
nexty arrive either wiui or without a cargo, -within the limits of the United 
States, or of the territories thereof, oujck ship or vessel, toget/ter with the cargo, if 
any, which may be found on /toard, shall be forfeited, .wnd majr be seized and 
condemned in any court of the United States or the territories thereof, hav- 
ing competen; iu is^U tion: — and all and every act and ac ts heretofore pass 
^d, which shiiil be within the purview of this act, shall be and they are 
hereby repealed. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, Tliat from and after the twentieth day 
of May next, it shall not be lawfiil to import into the United States or tlie 
territories thereof any goods, wares or merchandize whatever from any port 
or place situated in Great Britain or Ireland, or from any of the colonies or 
dependencies ot Great Britain; nor from any port or place situated in France, 
or in any of her colonies or dependencies, nor from any port or pltce- in 
the actual ptMsession of either Great Britain or France. Nor shall it be law- 
ful to import mto the United States, or the territories thereof, from any for- 
eign pore or place whatever, any goods, wares, or merchandize whatever, be- 
ing the growth, produce, or manu&cture of France, or of any of her colo- 
nies or dependenci w, or being tlie growth, produce, or manufacture of Gmt 
Britain or Ireland, or of any c^ the colonies or dependencies of Great Britain, 
or being the growth, {ux>duce or mani^cture ofany place or country in the 
actual possession of either France or Great Britain: provided, that nothing 
herein contained shall be construed to aficct the cargoes ot ships or vessels 
wholly owned by a ei^zen or citizens of the United Stales, which had 
cleared for any port be>oiKl the Cape of Good Hope, prior to the twenty- 
secopd day of December, one thousand eight hundred and seven, or which 
had departed for such port by permission of the president, under the acts 
supplementary to the act laymg an embargo on all ships and vessels in the 
ports and harbours of the United States. 

Sec. 11. .^td be it further enacted, Tliatthe president of the United SUtes 
^c, and he hereby is authorized, in case either France or Great Bntain sluUl 
so revoke or modify her edicts, as tftat they shall cease to vioHtte the neutral com- 
merce of the United States, to declare the same by procUunation; after xtrhich the 
trade of the United States, suspended by this act, and iy the act laying an em- 
bivgo on all ships and vessels in the ports and harbours of the United States, 
aiul the several acts supplementary thereto, may be renewed with tlic nation 
so tloing; provided, that all penalties and forfeitures which shall have been 
previously incurred, by virtue of this or of any other act, the operation of 
%yhich shall so cease and determine, shall be recovered and distributed, ia 
like manner as if tlie same had continued in full force and vutue : and ves- 
sels bound thereaftvir to any foreign port or place, with which commerciiA 
intercourse shall by virtue of this section be a^in permitted, shall give bond 
to the United States, with approved security, m double the value of the ves- 
sel and cargo, that they shall not proceed to any foreign port, nor trade with 
any country other than those with which commercial intercourse shall have 
keen or may be permitted by this act Enacted March 1, 1809. 

I have already stated, that this law, was preposterously and ab- 
surdly denounced, as feeble and imbecile, by mnetj-nine out of 
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every hundred deinocrats, in the United States. An impartial 
review of it will prove the Colly of this denunciation. It evinces 
a deep sense of the grievous injuries the nation had sustained 
from tne belligerents—^ sincere wish to.retum to the relations of 
peace and friendship with' either or both'— and an ardent desire to 
try every rational mode of procuring redress previous to a re- 
course to the horrors of war. 

It held out in one hand prohibition and penaltjr for wrongs 
inflicted — ^in tlie other "the Olive Branch" — an invitation to, 
and premium for, a mere return to justice — a mere cessation of 
unprovoked . hostility. The statute books of all the nations of 
Christendom may be searched in vain, for a law entitled to more 
unequivocal applause — and nu'ely has a law been more generally 
censured. 

The federalists reprobated this act as well as the doraocraJts— 
and with equal fplly and madness— but on totally different 
grounds.* They regarded it, forsooth, as too violent a measure- 
as calculated to produce war— or, in fact, absurdly enough, as a 
species of warfare! j 

« Sir, the bill before you is war. It is to suspend aU tntercwnet to put an 
end to an the relatioru of anuty. What is that btu roar ? War of the worst 
Idnd — toar under the diagxdse of jroH-nrrBHconis* — no power, having- na- 
tkmal feelings, or regard to national character, will SUBMIT to ntch CO- 
EBCION.^ 

<* It [non-intcrcoorse] is cowardly; for it is a baae attempt to bring' on a -war 
tUth Great Jiritain.^ltiB FRENXH in every feature. It it intendetl as a wee- 
tare of ho^i&ty agmimt Great Britain**^ . ^ 



CHAPTER XXIX4 

Embargo once more. Recommended to Congress by a respectably 
body of merchants in ^ew-Fork, 

M. HIS shall be a short chapter. . Three minutes will be 
sufficient to glance over it. I hope, however, it will not be the 
least interesting in the book. 

The embargOi we have seen, was enacted in December 1807, 
to preserve the property of the American merchants from depre-t 
dation under Fr^ch decrees and British orders in council-— and 
likewise to coerce the belligerents, through regard to their own 
interests, to cease violating our rights. 

The merchants, and their friends universally, throughout the 
imtion, reprobated this measure. Independent of its pretended 
vnconstitutionality, it was denounced as tyrannical, and oppres- 
sive, and unjust towards our own citizens — and feeble, ana im* 

• Mr. liillbouse's speech on the non-intercourse biU before the senate. 
February 22, 1809. 

J- Bo3ton Kepertory. 

? This Chapter is out of its chronological ordei^— but its immediate coh- 
nexion witll the subject cf tlie prcQ^diugf cliaptcr has indur<;d we to pla«o 
it here. 
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becile, and imefficient towards those nations whose iniililts and 
outrages it was intended to prevent. , 

That these sentiments pervaded the mercantile part of the 
communitj in 1807-8, I presume no man of cliaracter will dare 

dfeny* 

Consistency is commendable. Let us enquire how far the mer- 
chants practised it On the 15th of June, 181£, a memorial wa» 
presented to Congress, from various merchants in New-York, 
pitying for a continuance of the embargo, and the restrictive 
system generally! t « / - v 

You are amazed, reader. You can hardly believe me. Yoti 
are persuaded that I am n6t serious-^at I am putting your 
credulity to a severe trial. 

You are " Jdl in the wrong.V I am as perfectly sejrious as 
I have ever been. And to remove all doubt on the sutnect, hete 
is the memorial— ana here also the sixers— forty-two federalists 
and sixteen democrats. Yes — deny it, who can. Here are for- 
ty4wo federal merchants, invoking congress to continue the 
much abused ^* reshicHve system,^ as ifliely to extort justice 
from Great Britain. 

MEMORIAL. 
To the howmtahle the Senate and House of BepresentoHves of ike 

Umhd States of Jmerica in Congress assembled, the menwrial 

of the subscribers J merchants and others^ inhabitants of the cU^ 

of ^eW'Tork, respectfully sheweUi : 

Tliat your mcmoriaJists feel, in common with the ^-est of their fellow-citi- 
zcns, an anxious solicitude for the honour and interests of their cofxntiy, and 
an equal detenn&iation to assert and maintain them. 

That vour memorialists beUeve that A CONTINU VTION OP THE RES- 
TRICTiVE MEASURES NOW IN OPERATION, WUuL PRODUCE ALL 
THE BEXEFITS, WHILE IT PREVENTS THE CALAMITIES OF WAR, 
That when the British ministty become convinced that a trade with the Uni- 
ted States cannot be renewed, but by the repeal of the orders ih ctHmcU, the 
distress of their merchants and manufacturers, and their inability to sup- 
port their aniues in Spain and Portugal, will probably compel thera te that 
measure! 

■ Your memoria^sts beg leave to remark, that such effects are even now visi- 
ble; and it may be reasonably hoped, that a continuance of the embargo and 
non-unportation laws a few months beyond the fourth day of July neit, 
0:j*W1LL EFFECT A COMPLETE AND BLOODLESS TRIUMHi OP 
OUR RIGHTS. ^ ^ . 

Yourmcniorialiils therefore respectfully solicit of your honourable body, 
the passage of a law continuing the i&mbargo, and giving to the president of 
the United Sutes power to discontinue the whole Qt the restrictive system on 
the rescinding of the British ordera in council. 

The condtict of France in burning our ships, in sequestrating our propef- 
ty entering her ports, expecting protection m consequence of the piomned 
repeal of the B^iin and Alilan decrees, and the delay in completing a treaty 
With the American minister, has excised great sensation: and we hope and 
trust will call forth from your honorable body such retaliatory measure* as 
may be bc*t calculated to procure justice. 

John Jacob Astor John T. Lawrence Amasa Jackson 

Samuel Adams Joseph W. Tot ten William J. Robinson 

Howland &, Giijmel Isaac Schermerhom Joseph Strong 

E. Slosson Alexander Ruden Abraham S. HaCo 

Urael Gibbs Joseph 0|(s l<^aa Jones 
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Lewis Hartman 
Garret Storm 
George Bement 
S. A. Rich 
Abraham Smith 
Thomas H. Smith jr- 
Andrew Foster 
Jacob Barker 
William Lovett 
William Edgar juit 
Samuel Stillwell 
Jacob P. Giraud 
.John Jione 
John Kane 



Frederic Giraud, jr.. 

Robert Roberts 
John Crookes 
Hugh ArCormick 
John Uepeyster 
Gilbert Haight 
James Lovett 
Leflert Leffertf 

Augustus Wynkoo» 

John. W. Gale 

Thomas Rich 
Samuel Marshall 

Elbert Herring. 



ifeuic ClasoB 

John Sfidcn 

John K. Townsend 

Andrew Ogden & Co. 

Thomas Storm 

Amos Butler 

Ebenezcr Buriill 

Isaac Heyer 

Ralph Bulkley 

Samuel Bell 

John F. Delaplain 

I^eterStagg 

David Taylor 

WiUiaih Adee 

JVev-Torh June Itt. 1812. 
A member of congress, 'Mr. Tajlor, stated that he was inform- 
ed there were on that list the names of two presidents of banks, 
ihree presidents of insurance companies, thirteen directors of 
banks, besides other names of " pre-eniinent standing in tfU com- 
mercial world.^\ Ponder, I beseech jou, reader, on these tilings. 
Thej demand the most sebcr and serious consideration. The em- 
bargo and restrictive system generally, after havin;*; been defeat- 
ed and rendered nugatory by mercantile opposition, are now, by 
the merchants themselves, proclaimed to the world as likely to ef- 
fect "|C7*a bloodless triumph of our rights P^ What a severe 
satire on themselves — ^what a panygeric on tJiiir opponents-— 4his 
short sentence contains I 



CHAPIER XXX. 

"iTie Erskine arrangement. A most liberal and magnanimous 
procedurey probabTi^ never exceeded. Loudly applauded by all 
]^rt%es. Rejected by England, Tlien censured by the federal- 
%8t9. fVonderful inconsistency^ 

iS EVER was there a measure of more fairness and candour/ 
than the arrangement made by our government with Mr. Erskine. 
The annals of diplomacy may be ransacked in vain to produce a 
neeociation more deserving of encomium, or more honourable to 
iKitn parties. In forty-four days after Mr. Madison's inaugura- 
tion, Mr. Erskine made candid overtures to our government for 
an accommodation of the existing differenced between the two 
aations. They ^ere met with a proper spirit of frankness, and 
with a promptitude never exceeded. The overtures were dated 
the 17th. of April — the reply the same day — Mr. Erskine's se- 
tond letter, and the reply of the secretary of state, on the 18th. 
And, both parties being sincerely desirous of a reconciliat'on, an 
equitable arrangement was adjusted in two days, that is to say, 
on the l9th. whereby neither the honour nor the interest of either 
natioD was compromited. Friendly intercourse between them 
was once more restored^ Never was a nesgociation conducted on 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ir6 THE OLIVE BBANCIt. 

more libend or generous principles. It was manl^ and magnani- 
mous—And affords one of the very few instances in which dipio* 
macj was divested of her usual attendants, chicane and firaud. 

To enable the reader to form a correct opinion on this subject, I 
annex the whole of the correspondence that took place respectinsr 
it, between our goyernment and the British minister. It wiU 
then appear that the transaction can hardly be too highly eulogi- 
zed. 

(No. I.) 
xB. smsKun to so. sjCith. 

frasfdn^Ti,\7ih, Jpril, 1809. 

« Sir — I have the honour to inform youj that I have received his majesty's 
commands to represent to tlie government of the United Statea, that his ma- 
jesi; is animated by the most smcere desire for an adjustment of the differen- 
ces, uhichhave unhappily so long prevailed between the two countries, the 
recapitulation of which might have a tendency to impede^ if not prevent an 
amicable under taiiding. 

" It having been rep i-esented to his majesty's government, that the con- 
^ess of the United States, hi their proceedijigs at the opening of the last ses- 
sion, had evinced an intention of passing certain hiws, which would place 
the i-elations of Great Britain widi the United States upon an equal footing* 
in all respects, with otlier belligerent powers, I have accordinglj' received 
his majesty's commands, in the event of such law« taking place, to offer, on 
the part of his Tnaiej^y, an honourable reparation for the agp^ession, com* 
mitted by a British naval officer, in the attacks on the United States' frigate 
Chesapeake. 

" Considering the act, passed by the congress of the United States on the 
first of March, (usually termed the non-intercourse act) ag having produced 
a slate ofeqiiality, in the relations of the two belligerent powers, witli res- 
pect to the L\ States, I have to submit, conibmu£)y to instructions, for the 
consideration of the American government syich terms of satis&ction and 
repajvtion, as, liis majesty is induced to believe, will be accepted, in the same 
Bpiriiot conciliation, with which they are proposed. 

" In addition to the prompt disavowal made by his majesty-, on being 
apprize d of the unauthorized act committed by his naval oflicer, whose re- 
call, as a mark of the king's displeasure, from an highly important and hon- 
ourable command, immediately ensued, his majesty is wiHing to restore the 
men forcil)J>' taken out of the Chesapeake, and, if acceptable to the American 
^■ovemiuent, to make a suitable provision lor the unfortunate iuffercrs on 
that occasion. 

«* I have the honour to be, with sentiments of the highest respect and 
considci-atlon, sir, your most obedient humble servant 

-D.M. EttSKINE." 
Thehoih JiitOert.Sndtht e»q. tecretary o/staie^ £ffc. 

(No. U.) 

MB. SXITU TO MR. SBSKIHX. 

"^ Department of State, Jfnil 17, 1809. 

«« Sir— I have laid before the president your note in which you have, in 
the name and by the order of his B-iUimic majesty, decUred that his Bri- 
tannic majesty is desirotis of making an honourable reparation for the ag- 
gression committed by rt British nkval officer in the attack on the United 
States' frigate the Chesapeake; that, in addition to his prompt disavowal of 
tlve act, his majesty, as a mark of his displeasure, did immediately recall the 
oflendiiig officer from a highly imjportant and honourable command; and that 
he is willing to restore the men forcibly taken out of the Chesapeake, and, 
if acceptable to the American government, to make a suitable provision for 
the unibrtunatc suftererson that occasion. 

•< The govemmqpt of the United SUteshavipg, at lOI tijacii eateztitecd 
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a sincere deAre for an adjustment of the differences, which hare so lonff and 
«o unhappily subsisted between the two countries, the president cannot 
but receive >\'ith pleasure, assurances; that his Britannic majesty b anima« 
ted by the sgtrae disposition; and that he is ready, in conformity to this dis* 
position, to make atonement for the insults and ag^rression . committed by 
one of his naval officers in the attack on. the tJmtcd States, frigate, the 
Chesapeake. 

** As it appears, at the same time, that, in making this offer, his Britan* 
nic majesty derives a motive from the equality, now existing in the relations 
of the United States, with the tWQ belligerent powers, the president owea 
it to the occasion, and to himself, to let it be understood, that this equality 
13 a result liioident to a state of things, growing out of distinct considenu 

tiOBS. 

^^With this explanation, as requisite as it is frank, I am authorized to in- 
»onnyou, that the president accepts of the note delivered by you, in the 
name and by the order of his Britannic majesty; and will consider the stfme, 
with the en^ac^ment contained therein, when fulfilled, as a satisfaction for 
the insult a id mjury of which he has complained. But I have it in expKss 
charge from the president, to state, that while he forbears to inwst on a 
further punishment of the offending officer, he is not the less sensible of the 
jastiee and utilit/ of s\ich an example, nor the less persuaded thatt it would 
he»t comport with what is due from his Britannic majesty to.hi^ own honor. 

•• I luive the honour to be, with the higliest respect and consideration, sir, 
your most obedient serv'ant, 

'•R. SMITH." 
The hon. David M. Erskine, envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentia* 

ry of his Britannic majesty. 

(N<t.in.) 

IfB. BESKIHE TO ICB. SmTH. 

Wwtfun^:o7t, ^pi-il Idi 1909. 

«■ Sir — I have the honor of informing you, that his majesty, having been 
persuaded that the honourable reparation which he had caused to be ten- 
dered for the unauthorized attack upon the' American frigate Chesapeake, 
would be accepted by the government of the ITiiited States in the same 
spirit of conciliation, with winch it was proposed, has instructed me to ex- 
prcM his satisfaction, should such a happy termination of that affair take 
place— not only as havinj^ removed a painhil cause of difference, but as af- 
Mrding a fair prospect of a complete and cordial miderstanding be'mg re-es-* 
tablisbed between the two countries. 

** The fiivourable change in the relations of his majesty witli the United 

Statesi which has been produced by the act (usually termed the non-inter- 

- coure act) passed in the last sesnon of congress, was also anticipated by his 

majes^; and has encouraffeda further hope, that the re-consideration of 

the existing difference migut lead to their satisfactory adjusthient 

** On these grounds and expectations, I anl instructed to communicate to 
Um American government, his majesty's determination of sending to the 
United Slates' an envo^ extraordinary, invested \»ith full powers to conclude 
a tieaty oil all the pomts of the relations between the two countries. 

<* In the mean time, with a view to contribute to the attainment of so de«r« 
aUean object; bis majesty would be willing to withdraw his orders in coun* 
cU of January te^ November, 180^, so fiir as rcspeots the United States, in the 
persuasion that the president of the United states would issue a prodama* 
tioa for the renewal of the intercourse \Hth Great Britain; and that whatever 
d^erence of opinion should arise in the mterpretation of the terms of sock 
en agreement will be removed in the proposed negotiation. 

^ I have the honour to be, witli sentiments of the highest* considerattoi^ 
«t»d esteem, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

JD.M.ERSIWR. 

Mmmerabie Rthert Smith, iic, l^c, &c. 
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(No. TV.) 

X B. fXmi TO n. BBSKIVX. 

Department of State^ April 39, 1B09. 

«* Sir— The note whick 1 had the honour of receiving frooa you this dif, 
I kwtno time in lajdngbefore the president, who heing ancerely desirous of 
a satii^toty adi^ustment of the differences unhappily existing between Great 
Britain and the United States, has authorized me to assure you, that be will 
meet, with a .dispositioQ correspondent with that pf his Britannic nuuesty, 
the determination of his majesty to send to the United States a special eo> 
vcy, invested with full powers to conclude a treaity on all the pointi of the 
leUtions between iht tu^o countries. 

« I am fiirther authorized to assure you, that in case his Biitamiic maje^ 
should, in the mean.time, withdraw his orders in coundl of January and 
November, 1807, so 'fiir as respects the United States, the preadent will not 
fail to issue a proclamation bra^ virtue of the authority, amifcM' the purpose* 
specified, m the eleventh section of the statute, coronoKmly called the noD- 
Intercourse act 1 have the honour,*' Sec. &c. 

t R. SIOTH 

(No. V ) 

JUL XBSKUrS TO XB. SjdTH. 

. H'aMngfn, Apnl 19, 1809. , 

" Sir ^In consequence of the acceptance, by 4he preaklenty as stated in 

your letter dated the 18tb. inst. of the prop<Mals made by me on the part of 
his majesty, in my letter of the same day, for thejenewalof the int^courae 
between the respective countries, I am authorized to declare, that his ma^es- 
ty*s orders in council of J-anuaiy and November, 1807, will have been witb- 
drawn as respects the United States, on the 10th. day of June Belt I hare 
the honour to be." 8cc&a 

D. M. EI^KINE. 
Hononrable Rpbeit Smitf^ ^c. &c. 

(No. VI.) 

MB. SJnTH TO MB. BBSKnrS. 

Department ofState^ Atnl 19, 18091 
"Sir— HannF laid before the president your note of diisday coiitaiQin|^B& 
assurance, that his Britannic majestjr wiU, on the tenth day of June nejct, £iTe 
withdraM-n his orders in council of January and November, 1807, so &r as 
respects the United States, I have the honour of infonning you, that the 
president uiU accoidingly, and in pursuance of the eleventh section of the 
statute, commonly called the non-intereourse act, issue a proclamation, so 
that tl^e trade of the United States with Great Britain may on thesame d^y 
be renewed, in the maimer provided in the said section, I have the ho- 
nour;" &c &C. K. SMTTR 

BT T«I PBBSIJDEHT OF TttB mnjU STATU OF AXXBICA. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

** \Yhercaa it is provided by the eleventh section of the act of Congress, 
entitled, '< An act to interdict the commercial intercourse between the 
United States and Great Briti^n and France, and their dependenciea; and for 
other purposes,'* -^Tbat *' in case either France or Great Britain shaU so re* 
Toke or modify her edicts as that they shall cease to ^late the neutral com- 
raercetifthe United State^'' the preadent is authorized to declare the saune 
by proclamation; after which the trade suspended by the said ac^ and by bb. 
act laying an embargo on all ships and vessels in the ports and harboors of 
the Uviud Statas and tkc several acts su|^;itesMntaiy thereto, may be tc* 
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orvred with the nation so 4(Mng. And whereas the; honourable David 
Mdkitaguc Eiskine, his Britannic majesty's envoy extraordinary and -minis* 
t^ plenipotentiary, Has, by the order and in the na|ne of His sovereign, de- 
diLred to this' government, that the British orders in council of January 
aod November, 1807, will have been withdrawn as respects the United 
States, on the 10th. day of June next Now therefbre, I, Jambs Madison, 
IVesidetit of the United States, do hereby proclaim, that the orders in council 
aforesaid will have been withdrawn on the said tenth dsiy of June next; after 
which day the trade of the United States, with Great Britain, 99 suspended 
bv the act of congcess above mentioned, and an act laying an embargo on all 
flhips ami vessel^ in the ports and harbours of the United States, and the 
fKveral acts supplementary tlie;^to, may be renewed. 

* « Given under my hand and the seal of the United States at Wash- 
ington, the nineteenth day of April, in the year of our Lord one 
p. s. thousand eight hundred and nine, and of the Indepen^nce of the 
United States^ the thirty-third. 

JAMES MADISON. 
J?y the Prendent, 

R. T. SMITH, Secretartf of State. 

Never was a measure more loudly or unanimously apphinded. 
Parties asreed iii their encomiums on the act and the actqrs, who 
Berer before or since i^ccorded on any subject. The federalists 
cannot have fergotton— if they have, history will not forget — 
that they repeatedly ^serted, in the h^pst confident terms, that 
England had been at all times ready to do justice; — that it had 
been in the power of Mr. Jefferson, at any period of hid adminis- 
tration, to have procured equally fair and honourable terms; and 
that nothing but his profligate devotion to France, and his deadly 
hostility to England, had prevented an equitable adjustment of 
all our differences. Mr. Madison was hailed as a truly American 
president. He was invited to federal entertainments — claimed 
as a federalist and a Washin2;tonian — and halcyon da^s of peace 
and plenty were augured under his administration, which was in- 
dulntably to usher in a political millenium. This farce was car- 
ried -on so far by the federalists, that the democrats began to grow 
jealous. They were afraid of losing the president, whose election 
they had taken such pains to secure. 
'O In an evil hour for the United States and Great Britain, this 
honourable arran^ment was fatuitously and dishonourably re- 
jected by the British ministry — and thus the two countries were 
"ice more involved in the most vexatipus discussions. 

So far as respects the administration of Mr. Madison^ this afiair 
affords the most indubitable evidence of the utter falsehood of the 
charge of French influence^ *with which the wide welkin has rung, 
and which' has been, and is^ as firmly believed by hundreds of 
thousands of our citizens, as any portion of <^ holy writ" Had 
there been the slightest particle of that noxius influence in our 
cabinet, it could not have failed to prevent such ^ rapid movement 
a» healing the long-enduring and cankered breaches between the 
two countries in two diiys. 
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I<(eyef in the annalB of mankind, did a rooted, inveterate, and 
contemptible prejtidice exist, so completely, so unanswerably 
borne down by a strong and irrefutable fact, as iA this case is the 
accusation of French iiAuence: and jet no more attention. has 
been paid to the strong and irresistible fact, than if it had not the 
sliriitest bearing whatever on the subject Throughout the whole 
' of Mr. Madison's administration, this senseless, tms absurd, this 
Jacobinical crj of French influence has disturbed the harmony of 
the country— endangered its peace-land produced the most ma- 
gical eftects, on ^^ the m^st enlightened nation in the world*'' 

In every age, and every nation there is some slang prevalent^ 
by which the people are l>esotted, bereft of their reason, and led 
<<to play such pranks before high heaven, as make e'en angela 
weep." Who is ignorant of the magical effects in Great Britain 
of the cry, ^^ the church is in danger," whereby the severities and 
restrictions under which the protestant dissenters groaned for 
about one hundred and fifty years, were firmly rivetted en them. 
The cry of <' French influence^^ in the United States has been 
so often reiterated, and so far believed, that it appears to tiiou-> 
sands of ourcitii&ensboth impertinent and absurd to doubt its ex* 
istence. But there never has been the shadow of proof of its ex- 
istence alle<i^ed. And I feel perfectly confident, that there are 
thousands of Englishmen in various parts of the United States, 
particularly in our sea- ports, any one of whom takes a more, ac- 
tive part in our politics, and has more influence on our afikirs, 
th;»n any twenty .Frenchmen. Talleyrand's observation on this 
subject is perfectly just. *'In every part of America through 
which I have travelled I have not found a single Englishman, who 
did not feel.himself to be an American; nor a single Frenchman 
who did not find himself a stranger."* 

There are Frenchmen in New York, Philadelphia, and Balti- 
more, who have been naturalized ten, twenty, and even thirty 
years, who do not interfere so much in our politics as English, 
Scotch, anc* Irishmen frequently do within the first month after 
their arrival. I have never, in Uiirty years, known three French- 
men in Philadelphia who took an active part in our politics. 
Many of them rarely exercise the elective franchise. 

This ia a digression. Let us return to the Erskine arrangement. 

The conduct of the federal'ists respecting this celebrated in- 
strument, was to the last degree inconsistent aud indefensible— 

They were, after it was agreed upon, as I have stated, 
unanimous and loud in their applause of England, .for her 
magnanimity in offering, and of Mr. Madison, for his patriotism 

* Memoir on the bommeroiiil Bdalions of the United States with Eng* 
<nd,pagel8. 
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and public spirit jin accepting, the terms proposed 
kine. The lorce of the laDg:ua^ was exhausted,, inpanc^j^xoai 
sthdns. All the praises of Mr. Madison were accompanied by 
direct or insinuated abuse of his predecessor. The two presi- 
dents appeared like the two ends of a scale-beam. In propor- 
tion: as one fose, the other sunk. Mr. Madison was raised among 
the celestials — Mr. Jefferson sunk among the infemals* There 
was hardlj one of the par^ from New- Hampshire to Georgia, who 
did not assert, that had Mr« Jefferson been disposed, he might 
have made an arrangement Jon as favourable terms at any time 
durine his administration— -for England had*4)een at all times 
equally disposed to do us justice. 

But when England rejected this arrangement — ^when she save the 
lie direct to all their asseverations of her willingness to ac^ust the 
differences between the two countries, on fair and honourable prin- 
ciples — ^thej still defended her. They assailed, and abused, and 
vih^ed, and degraded their own government. And Mr. Madisoh, 
who had been placed among the stars of heaven, sunk down at 
once below the horison into pitchy darkness, with his predecessor. 
And for what ? Had he committed any crime to warrant this 
chanae of opinion? No. Had he altered the system of conduct 
which had been «o highly extolled ? No. Had he broken his 
faith with England ip No. Had he failed of his dutr to his 
country ? No. His only crime was, that England broke the. 
' ^ faith her minister had so solemnly pledged to himy and to tliat 
cruelly injured and outraged country 1 1 Ti ! / Alas I alas ! poor 
human nature ! 

To establish fully what I have asserted, I annex extracts from 
tiie federal papers and speeches, published before and after the 
fatal, file 'i.onstrous, theaWird rejection of this arrangement. 

«* We owe it to Mr. Madison and his cabinet to say, and we do it with 
pride and pleasure, that they have come torwardwith a degree of prompti- 
tude and manliness which refiectt much honour on tftem and the cowtiry, Mr. 
Madison has now done (^lohat J^\ Jefferson ivaa requested bi/ t/ie Bnti^h 
government to do in the note appended to the treaty returned by him, Mr. Mad- 
non is now eifectuaUy resisting* the Fretich decrees, by » total non-inter- 
oooise with that country; and thig country will thank him for it to the latest 
generation." United States' Gazette, April 24^ 1S09. 

** OCT* '^^ candour^ UberaHt^, and tincerity displayed in those documents, are 
ahke honourable to the tiv^j govertunents** Poulson's Aaierican Daily Advcrti 
ser, April 22, 1809. 

•*The non-intercourse, with Prance wtdch congress threatened Nov. 22, 
1808, and really enacted March 1st 1809, to take place on the 20th, May next 
— this measure against France produced .what no measure against England 
alone could obtain. England teas to be van -wtth signs of justice and impartial- 
ity: and yielded to tliese considerations -what .she -would not yield either tq threats 
w forced Boston Repertory, May 9, 1809. 

•t Nothing here said is designed to reflect on Mr. Madison as the present 
of the United States (C/*!^ thr fiast act in whu-h ae has bssn caluid up- 
ov Bs HAS BEHAYEi) wmi WISDOM. Mtxy he go ou so. Mr. Madison thus far 
has in fiu^t acted ministeiiallv; that is, pursuant to an act of congress, or the 
generally expressed voice of his countrymen." Idem. 

^ We shall not stop to enquire whether the spirited and vigorous measures 
of New England— 4heir determined public declarations ttmt they would not 
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wibmit to an iinnec«saiy and destructive war, has induced the adminislfs- 
tion to listen to iO* the same terms whichGreat Britain has always been ready 
to offer, and to which we have umfijnnly contended she waii sinccrelyjdis- 
ppged >» Boston Gazette, April ISOST. 

« That Mr. Madison does not wish to embroil us with England, we arc 
now thoroughly convinced: while he contmues to pursue an honest and im-^ 
pratial policy, where he makes one enemy, he, will gain a dozen friends.' 
Baltimore Federal Republican, as quoted by the Philadelphia Gazette, June 
22, 1809. ' 

•< Scarcely was Mr. Ma4ison seated in the chair of state, when, contraiy to 
all our expectations, but agreeably to all our wishes he ga^j the lie to all his 
electioneering advocates; abandoned practically and in the race of the world 
the policy and course of the sage; and concluded with Mr. ^skine an Agree- 
ment, which, (CJ* knocking the ignominious hand-cuiiB from our hands, 
G^* unmooring ouf ships, ^3=- rejoictn^ our hearts, and O^* ele^-^ng our 
hcpes, drew trpm the union (the jacobms excepted) an unfeigned burst ol 
heart-cheering applause. Never statesman did an act more popular or more 
conducive to the t^ue and permanent interest of his country. Phil- 
adelphia Gazette, June 23, 1809. . ^ ri • 

** The public documents iJkrhich wc this dty have the satisfiiction of laymg 
before our readers are of a highly pleasing and interesting c|;iariicter. Xhe 
note of Mr. Erskine ftimishes satisfactory evidence of a real disposition on 
the part of his government to adjust,'oii permanent principles, tlie long sub- 
sisting differences with this country: and Mr. Smith's answer to that note 
evkce^ a candour and piDmptitude equally honourable to the views and 
wishes' of the American administration. While both parties are governed 
by this spirit of confidence in the assurances of each other, we can foresee po 
possible circumstance to impede their arriving at a full, libei-al, and advan- 
tageous accommodation." Philadelphia Gazette, June 19, 1809. 

"We sincerely trust that an enlightened administration will continue by Hs 
mt-asures of prudence, economy, and wisdom, to increase the mortificatKm 

nd rage of men; aUeru to their true interests and honour of our country. 

Ibid. 

On the 2d. of May, 1809, Mr. Randolph moved M *c house 
of representatives of the United states the foUowinff resolution— 

" Aeaehed, That the promptitude and frankness with whidi tlie President 
of the Utiited States has met the ovcrtui'es of the governm^t of Great Bnt- 
ain towards a restoration of harmony and free commercial int^rpourse pe- 
tween the two nations, meet the approbation of this house." 

Tliis occasioned a long debate, in which the federalists were 
universally in favour of the motion. Mr. Barent Gardcnier vraa 
lonoDg the most ardent eulogists oC Mr. Madison. There ap- 
peared to be no bounds to his applause. 

"Thistle irom which we expectea to gather oqly the fmit of bitteme» 
and .sor|t)w, is already vielding us|hiit far different — ^gladness and unWieaka- 
ble joy. To speak in the lang^ufige of the resolution, * the promptituae^ and 
rankness with which the president has met the overtures of Great Britain, 
while they receive the applause and the gratitude of the nation, call not les» 
imperiously for an uhequivocal Expression of them by tliis house. 

•* 1 must say' that 1 do like the Words * promptitude and frankness.' The 
romplimentthey convey is highly melted, as I shall endeavor.to prove. 

«« For bringing about this state of tilings;, I yield my hearty approbation to 
the president ot the United States; and 1 believe that when none of us could 
see the end of our troubles, the preodent was secretiy coqilucting us to the 
late happy results. 

««But"at last that state of tilings ORIGINALLY PROPOSED BY GREAT 
BRITAIN, has been brought about, both as it regards-the equality contended 
for,and as regards tiie assurance of resistance desired. — ^The proclamation being- 
removed, a lair adjustment could meet with no impediment from that cauise 
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^X^Amd U i» a melancholy fact, in this retpect there never would have been am 
iutpcdient^C[j^/ '^lilS gwemment had been -wilUngi to do originaUy tfhat it ha* 
at loot ctmoenied to do. . 

** It is for the pixmititude and frankness with which the president raet this 
overture, that I thank him most cordialy in behuh of my country. I ap- 
prove it most heartily. * 

« And it is now in proof before us, as I have always said and contended, 
that NOTHIMG -mao vKinlting but a proper spirit of cdndHtUiofi — nothing but 
fair ttud honourable , dealings on the patt of THIS country, to bring to a haj*p*f 
issue all the fictitious dijferences between this country and Great Britain ,- arid 
that is now acknowledged to be true, tor saying which, 1 have been so 
much censured— censured, because it suited the purposes oi some people, 
to attribute to me a confidence in the justice of the British government, 
i^hich did not become an American citizen. 

** The president very properly relying on the as^turances of the British 
minister, that the edicts of Great Britain vould have been toithdravm, on or 
before the 30th of June then next^ authorized a renewcl of intercourse af^* 
tcr that day." 

The goverBor of Massachusetts, id his speech to the legis- 
lature, unites his praises with those of Mr. Gardenien— 

*' We have gr^t reason to indulge the hope of realizing those views 
[arising irotei a revival of commerce] from the prompt and amicable^ 
disposition, with which it is understood the present federal administration 
met the conciliatory overtures of Great Britain— (Xj* « disposition -which 
i» entirely to, and will certainly redeve the hearty approbativnn of every 
one who sincerely lovei 'the peace and prosperity of the nation,** 

The senate and house of i^presentatives re-echo the eaco- 
miastic strain: 

** The present administration of the general government has — had the 
wisdom to discern, and patriotism to commence, a course of pohcy re- 
specting our commerce and foreign relations, which is calculated to pro- 
mote toe prosperity, and to secure the peace and independence of our 
countiT," 

*• The prompt, acceptance by the federU administration of the condl. 
iatory overtures of Great Britain, which opened the door for the remo^ 
^ of those grievous embarrassments by which the uidustiy and enter- 
prise of our citizens have so long been paralized, — meet the approba- 
tion and will ensure the support oS this commonwealth," 

Messrs Wagner and Hai^on chimed in with the general 
strain of atorobation, which was carried to the utmost ex- 
tent^ in order^ by the contrast, i^ blacken the character of 
the foriner administration. 

•• Sophistry is busily at work . in the democratic papers to shew that 

the accommodatiofi with England is the result of democratic plans ^that 

is to say of tl^ embargo and non-intercourse law. If this coukl be madr 
to appear, it would so fiir absolve their authors from the ruin and suf- 
ferings imposed by those laws, as to prove that they had some efl'ect. 
But the common sense of the people is pfoof agsunst the delusion; who 
•re penuided that what was so easily eflTectbd m April last, might have 
been done long before, iMKlthe nation been thereby saved from the humilia- 
tion of retiring from the exercise of its rights upon the ocean, as well 
•s the immense loss it has suJBered, and continues to sustain in the d«:- 
oay and depreciation of its produce. £veiy reflecting mind feels this at 
once; nor does it reauiie any circuitous argument to be convinced, that a 
persevering and araent opposition to th^ democratic juggles, and not a 
vohmtary i3>tndoameBt of them, broke the embairgo, and placed France 
and Great Britain upon that equal footing, which the latter vnifobiu.t 

•SCtUISD WOULD IlfOUC£ VSM TO COKPEOMISS. 
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« Sincere and general as has been the joy spredd by the return of a good 
' understanding witfa England^ will be the mdignalion, which at no distant day, 
a calm review of the snares which have been laid to entrap our peace^ and 
extingmish our prosperity, will unarOidably inspire. The current of the dis- 
approbation of this conspiracy is not at a stand. It has much greater pro- 
gress to make: nor will it stop until it phices an insuperable bar agsdnst 
even the aspiring party which, till lately, has lortjed it wthout oppositioa 
over the state of lAuyland.* 

I shall add to these eirtracts the sentim^iits of Mr. Cole- 
man, editor of the New-York EVeniiig Po^t, 'which are as 
strong and derisive as any of the others.^ 

<< Look at the files of this paper for a twelvemonth. Too will 6iid it inns- 
ted* upon that— Orea/^rrtotn -wished for an ad^uttmenU of (UJerencet^ and 
woiddcome (o an accomodation the moment tpe gave her a chance to do ao^ by 
placing her on (vi e^ual footing -with France. — Mr. Erskine vey promptly 
begins, by stating on our govemmentV placing England on a footing witn 
France, England will make reparation — just fiiicisxi.t what i hats sao 

A HU^naSB TIMCS O^-EB IK THIS PAJMBB, SHK WOULD VERT AUOILT DO. 

« Thefi^t part of the Second resolution accompanjong the report of the 
r committee of toreign.relations, conttmplated an arrangement by which the 
respective belligerents would be placed in a state ca equality as to the ex- 
clusion of their ships of war from our harbours. This report was sent to 
England; and immedi^itely the British minister DraxcTEn Mr. Erskine to 
make the propositions which have lately been acceded to and published, 
provided any measurr loas adopted which would place Great Britain in « 
state of equality with her cTiemies, as to the admi^on Of exclusion of her 
ships of war from our harbours. The iok-intebcouhse act was or this ha- 
TUHK. Mr. Erskine ^stated the intentions of his government, -jind an agree- 
ment has been made."+ 

♦« Well may the merchants of Alexandria rejoice at Mr. Madison's re* 
tttm to the good old principles of Federalism'. Let the crazy professors 
of Jejfersonism give themdelves up to weeping and wailing, and all Ihe 
afflicting stings of iealousy and mortification. The federalists WILL, pay- 
homage to ^Ir. Madison, while he continues to pursue the course he nai 
taken^'*§ 

Relying^ o» the good faith of Great Britain^ our government 
immediately removed all the restrictions on her commerce, re- 
stored the intercourse between the two nations to the state 
in which it had been previous to the misunderstandings and 
naturally expected to oe met on the same fair and honoura- 
ble ground by the other "contractinc party. But fatally other coun- 
sels prevailed at St Jameses. - The solemn contract made by 
\ts minister plenipotentiary was rejected on , the ground of 
his having << exceeded his instructions.'' 

Had' Mi^ Erskine made a wanton sacrifice of the honour 
and interests of his country — the rejection of his arrangement 
might be palliated, perhaps justified. But no man who hai 
any regard to his character, will pretend this to have been 
the case. Both were equally secured* And to prevent any 
difficulty in the adjustment of the dispute, to evince more 
fully Mr. Madison's sincere wish for harmony, the thorny 
and difficult subject of impressment was laid aside for future 
negociation. 

•Federal Republican, July 4, 18p9. 

t New York Evening Post, April 26, 1809, 

t Federal Republican, 

§ These extracta are chiefly taken from « Ttog» as they aife* 
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" But Mr. Erskine exceeded his instnictioiis." What in 
liie name of heaven, I ask, must have been the instructions that 
did not warrant an envoy extraordinary to propose or ratify such 
an arrangement; so plain, so simple, so fair, and so honourable? 

But admitting for a moment, that Mr. Erskine exceeded his 
instructions^— or let us even suppose that he had made this ar- 
rangement of his own mere motion, without any instructions 
whatever — what reasonable objection could be made to it? 
Could the most partial friend of England, if actuated by honoura- 
ble views, require better terms? 

Let us analyse the arrangeiaent>-«let us state the quid pro qu9. 

To America it afforded 

1. A repeal of the orders in council— 

3. Atonement for tlie outrage on the Chesapeake. 

To England 

1. A restoration to all the immense advantages of the most 
valuable commerce in the world. 

2. A continuation of the suspension of intercourse between the 
United States and France. 

I freely appeal at this moment to George Cabot, James Lloyd, 
jun. governor Strong, Tiaiothy Pickering, Alexander Contee 
Hanson, or to Lord Castlereagh, to decide whether there were 
any thing, in these terms that could warrant the government of a 
mighty nation to break the faith pledged by its minister — and to 
attach shame, disgrace, aiid dishonor to that minister in the 
eyes of his own nation and of the Whole world? Neither of 
these gentlemen will dare to aver tliat there was* 

The reader who has perused with attention the Erskine ar- 
rangenient, and considered the advantageous terms it ensured 
to England, will be struck with surprise. He will naturally ask, 
by wlwt illstarred and fatal counsels were the British ministry 
influenced to reject this measure? This is a question not easi* 
ly answered. I shall attempt a solution. 

A recurrence to the 26th. chapter of this work, will shew the 
tumultuous, disorganizing, and Jacobinical proceedings that occur- 
red in Massachusetts in the early part of the year 1809. Open 
resistance to the embargo was advocated in the papers; preacned 
from the pulpit; plainly menaced in the legislative body, and 
publicly proclaimed in inflamatory resolutions of town meetings. 

Intelligence of these disgraceful, these Jacobinical proceedinffs 
reached England contemporaneously with the account of Mr. 
Erskine's arrangement* It is highly probable that the British 
ministry deceiv^ thf mselves into the opinion that our govern" 

24 
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ment would be obliged to abandon the restrictive system altoge* 
ther Ihat they would then be able to enforce the orders in x:oun«> 
ciU without losing the advantages of oar trade; and that this 
consideration induced them to reject the arrangement. 

This I offer merely as a conjecture. That it is plausible, can- 
not be denied. But in our day there will probably be no oppor- 
tunity of ascertaining how far it is correct. 

Another reason lias been assigned. It is said that George III. 
was irritated at the implied censure of his government respects 
ing tlie conduct of admiral Berkeley, which, it is asserted, so far 
wounded his feelings as to induce him to reject the arrangement. 
Many of our citizens have defended the rejection on this ground. 
Let us calmly and boldly investigate the affair. 

The United States are in a state of profound t>eace. On^ of 
their frigates leaves port. She expects no attack'. She is un- 
prepared for resistance.^ She is followed by a vessel of superior 
force, belonging; to a friendly power. This vessel has just en- 
joyed the hospitalities of our ports. She overtakes our frigate. 
She imperiously demands four seamen, said to be British. — 
British t)r Americans, they had entered voluntarily. And let it 
be borne in remembrance, the demand is made by a nation which 
holds in bojidap;e, thousands of our citizens, who, iijthe pursuit 
of their lawful vocations, have been seized by force and violence, 
and often witli bloodshed and desperate wounds. And further 
let it be also borne in remembrance, the demand is made by a 
nation which HAS PROCLAIMED, as an irrevocable law to all 
TUF. WORLD, that ahe will holdy at every hazard^ those seamen^ na- 
tive:* ({f ichnUarver country they may 6e, who enter her serviu 
vohiuiivihf.'* The demand is repelled. Our frigate is attacked. 
Our u(n>'si>iin?^ citizens are cruelly murdered!!! Tlie decks of 
the veseel How witli blood!! She is taken. The crew is over- 
hauled. ♦ Four of them are outrageously seized and made prison^ 
ers. One is ignon^inioqsly hanged!! The other three, fully prov- 
ed to be impressed Americans, are held in bondage— ^— I can go 

no farther My pen refuses its office -Does not this blood 

cry to heaven for vengeance on the ilTurderer? Can the foul stain 
be cft'aced but with blood? "VVho €0 shaddeth man's blood, by 
man shall his blood be shed.^ 

But, reader, I was wrong. My feelings led me astray. 
The atonement 'was worthy of the justice of the monarch 
whose Hubjerts perpetrated — worthy of the nation which suf- 

* This reason Iia> I)ecn repeatedly assig'neJ, to justih- a refusal of the sur- 
render of natives of America, held in bondage on board British vessels of 
ir«r, when chimed by tlie proper agents €»f our goverrimei^t. 
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icred — the horrible outrage. For jidmiral Berkeley '^wasv^^ 
tMed from a highly 'important and honnrahle command^ as a 
muirk of the hinges displeasurelP^* But let it be added, he was 
recalled to be placed on a better station. — He was, removed 
from Halifax to be stationed at Lisbon t — And this was the onljr 
mark of displeasure he ever experienced. In "ISIO, |^e was pro ' 
moted from the rank of vice-apmiral to that of admiral. He is 
now lord high admiral of Portugal. 

To be serious. Every man of a correct mind and souod prin- 
ciples felt that his Britannic majesty owed it to himself to have 
displayed his disapprobation of thp foul deed in some other and 
more decisive mode. The offender ought to have been severely 
punished. And therefor^ it is impossible not to approve the 
dignified but mild style in which the president treats the trans •* 
action : — 

'< I am authorized to mibrm' you, that the president accepts of the note 
delivered by you, in the name and by the order of his 'Britannic majesty, and 
win consider the same, with the eng^agtjment contained therein, when ful- 
filled, €18 a aatiafacHon for the imitlt and injury of iohich hi has complained. But 
I have it in express charge from the president to state, that while he for- 
bears to insist on a further punishment of the offending officer, he is not the 
less sensible of the justice andutifity of such an example, nor the less per- 
suaded that it would best comport with what is due fix)m his Britannic m*. 
jesty to his own honour." 

To enable us to fonn a correct idea of this transaction, let us 
suppose that Commodore Barron had anchored in Portsmouth ok 
Plymouth — that twenty of his sailors had voluntarily enteired on 
board a british frigate—that he had demanded them — that he had 
followed the frigate to sea— had attacked her-^had killed part of 
her crew — ancl seized as manv as he judged proper — aid, finally, 
to cap tlie climax, tl\at he tad hanged one of them. What • 
woula be the result ? V^ngeancie ! ven^ance would have been 
the cry from th^ Orkneys to the Lands End— -and nothing would 
appease the insulted dignity gf England, but Cobenhugenizii^ 
New-York, or Baltimore, or Pl^a4elphia, or Charles»tpn. 

^^My dear Sir, pne of Ay oxen l^as gored one of your cows.'* 
« Well, to be sure, yqu \yiU make reparation--yf>u ^11 1 seiul me 
a cow in place of tln^ one I have lost. To thai, yon tfttt&ot make 
any objection.'' It is all very riglit. Buth^M, I mistook. It 
is all the otficr way. It was your o^ that ^tircd wn anv .*^ 
** So, so, we'll see about it. Call some other tii^je.** ** My good 
Sir — this is not very correct. The bfisinea^ wtjtdd httVii been 
MOon settled J had you been so wUHngto do justiif" ttj «l/t4?r*, as ^o 
receim it from them,'* 

* See Mr. Btskine's Letter, No. X. 

f Tlie outiM|fc was committed of e He did not leave Halifax: tfll 
December. 
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Since the above was writteii, I have consulted Mr. Cannins^ 
despatches to Mr. Brskine^ by which it appears that the British 
govemnent calculated on, Mr. Erskine's adjusting the differen- 
ces between the two nations <m the following basis : 

Extract of a letter from Mr Cannings Secretary , to the hon. 
David M, Erskinsj dated Foreifgri office^ January ^« 1809. 

" 1. That the American government is prepared, in the event of his 
majesty's consenting to withdraw the orders in council of January and 
Kovember, 1807^ to withdraw cotemporaniously on its pan the interdic- 
tion of its harbours to ships of war, asid all non-intercourse and non- 
importation acts ao far as respects Great Britain; leaving them in force 
with respect to France, and the powers which adopt or act under her 
decrees. 

" 2. (What is of the utmost importance, as precluding a new source of 
misunderstanding which might arise after the adjustment of the, o4Jier 
questions,)— THAT AMERICA IS WILLING TO RENOUNCE, DlTtlNG 
THE PRESENT WAR THE PRETENSION OF CARRYING ON, IN 
TIME OP WAR, ALL TRADE WH'H THE ENEMIES COLONIES, 
FROM WHICH SHE WAS EXCLUDED DURING PEACE ! ! ! 

" 3- Great Britain, for t|^e purpose of securing the opperation of the em- 
bargo, and of the bona Jide mtention of Amenca to prevent her citizens-, 
from trading with France, and the powers adopting and acting under 
the Frenc . decrees,--lS TO BE CONSIDERED AS BEING AT LIBEB- 
TT TO CAFPURE ALL SUCH AMERICAN VESSELS AS MAY BE 
FOUND ATTEMPTING TO TRADE WITH THE PORTS OF ANY 
, OF THESE POWERS ! ! ! without which security for the observance of 
the embaigo, the raising of it nominally with respect to Great Britain alone» 
would, in &ct, raise it with respei:tto sU the world. 

•* On these conditions his majesty would consent to witlidraw the or- 
ders in council of January and November, IS'jT, so far a-s respects 
America." 

litt us examine this precious document with all the atten- 
tion its importance demands. Let us weigh its every line and 
every word. Let us see what justice, what fair dealing it met- 
ed out to this injured, this insulted, this jplividered nation^- Let 
us see how far the advocates of English liberality and English 
justice are btorne out in tiieir commendations of England, and 
their intemperate abuse of their own government. 

The orders in council, existing at me date of the Ei-skine ar- 
ran^emeat, M«ckaded Prtinee, Holland, and a part of Italj j con- 
taining a population of about fifty miliiMua of people. 

By Mr. Caiwiing's rnstructions to Mr. Ejrskme, these orders 
were to be rescinded on three conditions ;-^ 

1. Tokii^ off all restrictions from the English commerce. 

2. ^CJ^ *< Renouncing durii^ the existing war, all trade with 
, the enemies' colonies from which we weie excluded in time of 

p^ace 1?' in other words, assenting by treaty to the unjust and 
exploded rule of 1756. 

3. . .fllowing the British to ^lapture our vessels hound to France 
^nd her depeHidencies ; wmpH, reader, is NECTHfiE mobk nor 

I.ESS TH4ir WEAYIVG TITE Q^DEn^ IN COUNCIL INTO A TREATY 
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^ing our own solemn sanction to the extravagant pretensions of 
Great Britain to limit our trade, which pretensions we had steadi- 
\j resisted.. 

Stupendous injustice !r-Never before were such revolting pro- 
positions made to any nation, not absolutely subjugated. What 1 
Make a treaty by which we let loose up«n our defenceless 
commerce, the whole host of the thousand publiQ ships of war, and 
the hundreds of privateers, of the greatest naval power in the 
worla ! The mine! is lofjt in astonishment at such an unparailei^ 
ed requisition. 

But gross, and insulting, and outrageous as was this proposi- 
^on— destructive as its acceptance would have been to the vital 
interests of this country — ^thcre was no federal printer from New- 
Hampshire to Georgia, that expressed a single word of censure 
of the conduct of Endand for her daring and insulting demands, 
or for her breach of me contract * No. England was uniformly 
right — their own government as uniformly wronc. It seemed 
impossible for England to commit any act, or make any demand 
that would not be justified—* 

Let me establish these allegations — 

* It having been shewn, that the plea of ignorance is inadmissible in the 
cise of the Erskine arrangement ; that it was the secretaiy's duty to know 
the power of the minister before he proceeded to act upon it; that to act upon 
an unknown power, is to act without power: it foUpws that our administra- 
tion, if they understood their business, must have been aware that they were 
negociating with an unauthorized individual — unauthorized quoad hoc, ss to 
this particular subject — with one who had shewn no autliorrty fOr the pur- 
pose. Consequently they had no reason to xely on, nor to expect, a fulfil, 
mcnt of the compact by the British government, knowing as they did, that 
it had been agreed upon without any adequate information of the tcrm^iav- 
inr been authorized by that government." United States* Gazette, Decern-, 
ber 11, 1809. 

Now, my dear reader, whoever you be,#that have come thus 
far witii me, let me solemnly invoke you, in the name, of the 
God of peace, to make a pause here. As your value you beloved 
country — as you prize its honour — its happiness — ^your own wel- 
fares—the happiness, the welfare of your posterity— review thi^ 
lAole subject, I must once more bring it before your eyes. 

A British envoy extraordinary and minister pftnipotenti.iry 
informs our government that he lias orders to propose an arrange- 
ment of two or three leading points of difference between the 
two countries, preparatory to a treaty. His overtures are accept- 
•d. An arrangement is made. It is highly advantageous to 
both nations but more particularly to that of the envoy. Thert 
is not the slij^htest sacrifice of its honour or interest. After thi$ 
arrangement is complete, we are assured ten thousand times that 
England has been always ready to arrange our differences on these 
very terms. The United JStates Gazette expressly states tliat 
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^sbe had requested Mr. Jefferson to do the same tfaiDg.'^.-^AA9 
yet, when the arrangement is rejected, this same United States 
Wizttte asserts that the envoj extraordinary had no power to 
make the convention — defends England for the breach ef her 
engagement — and, as I have already stated, transfers the odium 
to its own government ! !^ No poivers of language are ade- 
quate to express mj astonisliment. 

« No expression has escaped an^ member of the British cabinet, either in 
parliament or elsewhere, making indecorous insinuations against ihe United 
StateSjOr manifesting a temper unfriendly to conciliation On' the contpa- 
ly ihey have declared a wish to ' inew amicable ncgociation; have nam^d a 
minister for that purpose; stnd with at least apparant sincerity have exprco. 
sed their fears that this unfortunate error of Mr. Erskine may increase the 
difficulties of a friendly arrangement between the countries. United States* 
Gazette, Oct 5, 1809. 

«* By letters from well-informed men in England, we are assured that the 
conduct of J^r. Erskine ia condemf ted by all parties- in thai cotrntrtf,- ihM the 
temper of the public is &t beyond that or the ministry. A very general 
opinion prevails there, that it will bcvcr} difficult to keep any terms with 
this country; that ice are governed by me*i devoted to the iftieresta of France, 
vfho are detertmned to insist on terms from England vhich never ceai be obtaht- 
ed / .' ."• Bostoii. Palladium, Aug. 11, 1809. 

^^ The people have been fMgrantly deceived^ and grossly abused .*/ 1 The 

* matter rests Letioeen Mr. Erskine and our administration ! / / Wherever tKe 

blame shall attach, it is for the people to apply or originate the remedy-^ 

Eefderal RepftbHcan^ July 31. 

" Tn short, Mr. Erskine sun-endered every thing, and got nothing in rettffn // ' 

IWd. 

" For our part, ve have had but one opinion fi'om the carnmencement of tH» 
mysterivvs- <7^fltr— and we have made bold to express it It is, that Mr. 
Erskiiie acted contrary to his instructions / ! ! — and that sea-etary Smith kner^ 
ivhat^hese instructions ivere! ! .'" Ibid. 

Before 1 offer an v comment on the three last articles, I wish 
to state to the reader, that I have extracted them from a pam- 
plilet published bj Mr. Nilcs, called " Thinga as thej are" — , 
that I have had no opportunity of collating them with the ori- 
ginals — ^but that I have written to Mr. Hantson, one of the edi- 
tors of the Federal Republican, to correct me if I have mis- 
quoted his paper. I have received no rcply--mi4 therefore it is 
to be presumed the quotations are correct. 

Mr. Hansons tates that*'Jlfr. Erskine surrpulered ever^ titingj 
and gat notlUng in return ."' What a stupendous disregard of 
fact is embraceil in these few.wonis! It is fu) Possible to ex- 
ceed it. What did h suirender? Merely the odious, the un- 
just orders in council ! And did he reiceive nothing in return ? 
Was the immense trade of ^e Unjted States nothing ? Was it 
nothing to perpetuate th^ non-intercourse with France, til) she 
rescinded her piratical decrees i I aver in the face of this nation, 
and defy Mr. Hanson to controvert the fact, tlwit England gain- 
ed immensely — and that she surrendered nothing but what jus- 
tice aught to hare induced Her to have surrendered long before^ 
of her own accord. 
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*i I entreat my fellew-citizens to accompany me a little fiirtbcr in tlie cr- 
amination of those invectJves >y>»ich the leaders ot" an immense party in thi» 
country inccssanUv utter agjunst Great Britsun for the purpose of exasper^- 
fcgr us mto war.'' U. States Gazett6. Oct. 10, 1809. 

« He [Mr. Erskine] also declares that the British go\( mment have un- 
doubtedly a right to disavow the agfreement; and they have done every 
thln^ that became an honourable nation to prevent evil consequences aris- 
ing Co the citizens of this country from trusting to the terms of the agree- 
ment bemg fulfilled." U. S. Gazette, Oct 5, 1809. 

"It is a, truth which the wTstest and best patriots erf America have long 
and seriously deplored, that the past administration had furnished no symp- 
tom of impartiality between the two beUig-ercnts, previous to the act inhibit- 
ing the entrance of our ports to the armed vessels of the one as well as of 
the other. In that spirit which Mr. Smith still retains, and now labours to 
revive in the bosom of others, hostility to England and tame subserviency to 
France, are known to have been its characteristic features ! ! ! The facts are 
in the possession of every man,- which prove that the feelings of the great 
body of the people, not their leaders, preserved us from a war in which a 
complete success would have riveted chains on ourselves.'* United States' 
Gazette, October 18, 1809. 

''It will be observed that this stow of words, and these negative state- 
ments, after all, by the president, serve only to make the public believe, . 
that he had no reason to apprehend a disavowal. He is not hardy enough to 
aay, that under the circumstances of the case, the British' government wa» 
bound to abide by Erakine's act; or that they conducted perfidiously in dis- 
avowing it. Yet this aspersion, one of the most injurious and provoking 
ttiat can be tlirown upon a natTon, has been uttered, and incessantly lepeat- 
cd, fi>r several . months, in every democratic paper in the union," Idem De- 
cember 20, lh09. 

" Everyone acknowledges, that had our executive concluded the arrange- 
ooent of April last* with Mr. Erskine, knov^ing that he wa^ unauthorized, 
the whole responsibility for the consequences, however serious, would* have 
rested upoh tnemselves. It has been maintained by the editor of -this Ga- 
zette, and is now demonstrated by the indubitable autliorities; adduced by Mr. 
jpana, that to have done so without knOMving that he was authorized, was 
equally unwarrantable, and left the administration no ground on which to 
claim a ratiocation of the proceeding by the British government It is proved 
beyond a doubt that the government migh*^ with ^ust as mucli propriety, S% 

have cajoled with general Smith, or any other individual; concluded a con- 
vention; proceeded to carry it into execution on their pai-t; and tlien raised 
ackmour against the government of Great Britain, .and'acciised them of per- 
fidy and breach of ^Ui for not recogoizing andftilfilling tiie stipulations." 

Idem. i)ec. 28, 1809. 

« U; as asserted by Mr. Erskine, his powers were communicated to our 
eabinet in substance — if tho heads of departments did early communicate to 
the leading ibembers of both branches ot their ovm politics, the incompeten- 
oy of his powers, and the probability of the rejectioi^ of the agreement by 
Great Britain — then that atljustment, so far from being a proof of a disposi- 
tion to make peace and Wtlc our differences, IS THE SlTiONGEST EVI- 
DENCE OF A HOSTILE TEMPER : because Mr. Madisonk new, that the 
revulsion and tlie disappointment occasioned by it among our citizens, would 
«zcite new clamours, luid would b eak to pieces that formidable phalanx of 
iptn, who, during our embarrassments, had learned to speak and uiink more 
"bvourably, and of course more justly of Great Britain," Idem, Decem- 
ber 9, 1809. 

** If such hasbeen his aim (and perhaps a deeper politician does not e^t) 
it has been completely attained. His own party are again roused to* a war 
pitch. Even some federalists are open in their censure of Great Britain for 
iXllNG HER DUTY TO HERSELF, and exercising a right we have always 
oiaimed and received; and other federalists doubt, and are in &vour ot wait- 
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ing: to hear Mr. Erskine's explanations, and STILL PROPOSE TO PLACE' 
AN ILL DESER ViyO CONFIDENCE IN MR. MADISON .^ Idem. 

On this last paragraph I shall make but one observation, to 
which 1 request attention. It is, that according to the United 
States Gazette, it was, in December, $C7* "the i>uty" of Eno- 
tAND *< TO HERSELF," to reject an arrangement which the same 
CJazette in April stated |C7*sft« had repeatedly in vain pressed 
on Mr. Jefferson!!! 

To facilitate a comparison of the astonishing, the never-enough- 
tO'be-lamented contradictions of opinions that were promulgated 
on this subject, for the purpose of poisoning the puolic mind, I 
place in opposite columns some of the statements that preceded, 
and those that followed the rejection of the Erskine arrangement. 
The human mind cannot conceive any thing more completely in- 
consistent. 



" As to the revocation of theorders 
. in council it is merely necessary to obr 
tene, that thete]:pis \vhich our^ov- 
tmnient has now accepted might 
have been obtained «t anv time past; 
THEY WERE ALWAYS IN OUH 
POWER." Fed. Republican, May 3. 

"Let Mr. Erskine's overture* for 
an acconunodation be viewed in what- 
ever light it mav suit democwtic in- 
genuity, to place* it, ar.d they will find 
thai tlic delusion so long kept up is 
tticctualk dissipfttcd— their diaboli- 
cal si-lieirie.s completely frustrated. . 

*• (ii-cat Bi-iiaiii, in tiie true spirit of 
amity, is willing to meet us." Idem. 

"To the honour of England, and 
U)e conrusion of French spies and con- 
vict iugitives from ihe British domin- 
ions, her ministry seized the first fa- 
vourable moment to makis honourable 
i-eparation for the insult offered our 
flag, and to negocLite a commercial 
treat}-." Idem, April 25. 

"I'lic authority vested in Mr. Ers- 
kine to olier the terms to this go- 
vernment which have been acceded 
to, was merely provisional, and u as 
not to be exercised unless tbe antici- 
pated change in our pohtical relations, 
on which they were predicated, should 
take place. Mr. Erslupe has ance 
received positive instructions from his 
government to make the arrangement 
already concluded. These new in- 
structions, which manifest the earnest 
desire of England to heal the differ- 
ences between the two countries, are 
occasioned by a knowledge that the 
non-intercourse law had actually pas- 



« What was but a few days ago a 
doubtful point, is now settled by the 
publication of Mr. Erskine's instmc- 
tions. Suffieient information has been 
received to convince all candid per- 
sons, that the rancour vrithwhidi the 
English cabinet has been pureued; 
and the violent abuse with which it 
has been assailed, was uiideserved. 
We do not entertain a doubt when all 
• the circumstances shall have been dis- 
closed, that it will appear that sec- 
retary Smith actually saw Elrskinc'j 
instructions; and that the arrangement 
was made, merely as an experiment. 
We feel confident that the thing will 
•be put upon this footing* If then 
the United States will be ultimatelj 
injured by this act, they will judge 
where the blame lies." Fed. Rep. 
July 27, 1809. 

** Our cabinet, certainly not Dattle 
interested in strengthening the cause 
of democracy, have prevailed upon 
Mr. Erskiije to do an act. which hat 
extricated their party from the most' 
embarrassing and difficult atuation 
that it was possible for them to be 
]>Laced in, which they [the cabinet] 
knew would not be ratified : ther at a 
single dash, rid themselves of all the 
obnoxious measure's which brought » 
much ridicule and disgrace upon their 
party, and have contrived for a time* 
to heap odium upon England. In the 
next place by seeming to improve 
the first opportunity of an arrange- 
ment with England* they disapproved 
to appearance the char^pe of animosity 
to England and paniahty for Fianctw 
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iK(l, placing* the belligerents on afiur 
footing' of impartiality. In spite of all 
the intrigues and deceptions of the 
French party, we arc convinced that 
a happy termination will be put to 
oar disputes with F.nglaiid.*' 

Fed. Uep. .lune 17. 
«*It was the policy of Mr. Jeffer- 
son to keep alive in the minds of our 
people a perpetual irritation against 
the government of Great Britain; we 
ikTC nappy to 6nd \h«t Mr. Madison 
has more liberal \ic\vs.'* 

Fed. Kep. June 10. 
« Peace with England — ^Tlie war 
party and French partisans are thrown 
into complete confusion. . Theperse^ 
verance of t^e Eastern States, aided 
by the returning sense of a formida- 
ble body of the people of the South- 
Ward have DUrVT^N ADMINISTRA- 
TION FROM ITS GROUND. Since 
Mr. Jefferson has reUrcd in disgmce 
into private hfe, his successor has 
been compeUcd to abandon the ruin- 
ous policy undir wliich the country 
has so long sufferecl. With the mug^ 
nanimlty ^nd frankneas charactciis- 
tic of a gre.it and enlightened nation, 
England mode a second attempt to 
renew the terms ot' amity and peace 
between the two nations. The par- 
ticulars of the correspondence be- 
tween Mr. Erskine and the secretary 
of state are given in tliis da> 's pa^er. 
It proves what we liave so often 
l^pcated, and which has ever been 
atubbomly denied by the democrats, 
that Great Britain was alwaysinfiiKMi- 
ced by a sincere desire to accomino- 
datc her unfortunate differences with 
A-nerica. The preservation of tlic 
coimtiy has grdwn out of tlic effort^ 
of the minority in congress." 

Idem, April 21. 
«We shall not stop to enquire 
whether the spirited and vigorou*! 
meamtres of New -England— tlieir dc- 
termiucd public declarations tliat 
they would not submit to an unneces- 
sarvand destructive war, have indu- 
ced the adminisiration to listen to 
OCj*tfae tame terras which Great Brit- 
ain has always been rv^ady to o^cr, and > 
to which we have lyiiformly contend- 
ed slie was sincetely disposed." 

Boston Gaz. April 1809. 
I could fill a folio volume with these frothry elaborate and anti- 
American defences of the British, and inculpations of the United 
States government, But I feel satisfied that I have done enough^ 



** These were the important advan-* 
tag^s which Mr. Secretary Smith flat- 
tered himself would be the ihiit of 
his , cunning. By effecting an ar- 
rangement which he knew was unau- 
thorized on the part <rf Mr. Erskine, 
and would necessarily l%e rejected by 
the British governments he calculated 
that tlie administration would be ren- 
dered greatly popular, and the resent- 
ment of the people proportionably 
augmented a^inst Elngland, when- 
ever the disavbwal shoidd be receiv- 
ed. Whenever it shall be made to 
appear that the nation has been de- 
ceived, the trick will ifecoil upon the 
Secretary and his party with tenfold 
■effect The American people cannot 
bear knavery and imposition If they 
discover that a fraud has been prac* 
tiscd upon them at home, the attempt 
to raise a clamour against others, will 
be found but a poor protection to 
theirpopularity." Idem. 

<* Those who were most violent at 
first in calumniating England are now 
willing at least to suspend their de- 
cision, if nt>t to admit that our own 
cabinet in some nx^asure will partici- 
pate in Mr. Erskine*s blame." 

Fed Kep. Aug.^. 
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and that there is none but the wilfully blind can deny, that nd 
cause ever could boast of more ardent, more zealous, or more in- 
dustrious advocates than the cause of Great Britain has expe* 
rienced in Boston, New- York, and Philadelphia-^-and that tiiere 
never was an administration pursued with more remorseless vir- 
ulence, and with less semblance of justice ' than Mr. Madibon's 
has been. ' 

After the reader has carefully perused these wretched attempts 
to palliate the folly and madness of the British ministry in the 
rejection of such an advantageous and honourable arrangement 
of the differences between the two natibns, and to transfer from 
that ministry the odium they so justly desen^ed, to the adminis- 
tration of the American government, I beg he will attentively 
examine the following view of the subject, taken from Bell's 
Weekly Messenger, of which the truth and candour are entitled 
to the highest apnrobation : — 

"But the point of fact, is, that the disarowcl of Mr. ErskiBe's ac, is of a 
piece with the general conduct of flngUmd towards America. Whenever 
cii'cumstanccs have h\ any way admitted it, our tone towards America has al- 
ways been insultmg, and our conduct every tbin^ bu,t friendly. Every new 
hope on the Continent y every straw to the drowning expectations of Europe, . 
has but aggravated th s unworthy sentiment — In* our prosperity we have 
bullied America: and when" things are not so well with us," we have vented 
or strife in injurious language and unworthy conduct towards her. Whilst 
there were any hopes in Spain, America could get nothing direct from us. 
ftut disappointment brought us to our senses, and themegociation was re- 
newed. The coalition war on the Contihent has since broke out, and we be- 
gin to repent ot oiur condescertsibii. 

- "In this manner has tlie American negociation been on- and off, durinr 
!»omc year». — Our demands rising wjth our hopes and prosperity, and om 
moderation co-existent with our disappointment."* 



CHAPTER XXXL 

Impressmetit of American /Seamett; Flea of James Madison* 
OfJohnquincyAdamSi Of JFm. Cobbett. Of Weekly Reg^er. 

^ A.N idea is very prevalent, that the impressment of our 
seamen by the British vessels of war is a grievance of littie mo- 
ment, to which the malice entertained bj Our administratioK 
Hj^inst England, has attached ap importance of which it is utterly 
undeserving. Hundreds of thousands of our citi:^ens have been 
duped into the belief that this item of grievance was created un- 
der Mr. Jefferson, or at least incalculably exaggerated by-hin 
and his successor. Never was there a more egregious error. 
Never was fraud more successful in propagating — never waJ. 
fatuitous credulity more deceived in believing, a tele as foreiga 
froni the truth as Erebus is from Heavea. 

• The ch'ef part of the extracts in this chapter are taken from ** Things tm 
they are," writtcaand published by He^kiah NSes, editor of the^ Weekly 
Register. 
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Mr. Madison ha^ been ten thousand times cursed for bis folly 
%nd wickedness in involving this country in war for the purpose 
of securing a few seamen, who are said to be va^bond EDgiish, 
and Irish, and Scotchnfeuytlie scum of the earth, troni the claims 
of their lawful ptince. It has been asserted tliat few or none of 
the natives of this country are impressed— ^that when such an acci- 
dent trnkesplace^ redress is easily had — and further, that England 
is« and has at all times been, ready to make any arrangement 
whereby our sailors may be guarded against impressment, piWi- 
ded she can be secured against the Ibss of hers. 

These assertions are utterly false. From the commencement 
of the war of the french reVolutiou, to the late declai-ation of 
hostilities, this has been a constant, unceasing subject of reclama- 
tion and complaint to the British government, as well under the 
administration of General Washington and Mr. Adams, as un- 
der those of Mr. Jefferson and Mr. Madison. And disgraceful^ 
and dishonourable, and infamous, would it have been to any of 
the presidents, had they been deaf to the complaints, and callous 
to the suiferin^, of the American slaves, stolen by force and fraud 
from their families, and freedom, and favoured country, to perish 
fitting the battles of their 'enslavers. 

^ The practice has no parallel, either for atrocity or extent, in 
any thing of modern times, but the business of negro stealing on 
the coasts of unfortunate Africa."*. 

I submit te the I'eader the following eloauent and unanswera- 
ble^pleas against this nefarious practice. They so far transcend 
any thiug I could myself write on the subject, that I shall deserve 
thanks f(9r sparing my own, and substituting these lucubrations. 

From the instructions of James Madison^ Esq. Secretary of 8tate^ 
to James Monroe, Esq. Minister Flenipotentiary at the Coiirt 
of London^ 

" Were it allowable that British subjects should be taken out of 
American vessels on the high seasj it might at least be i-equired 
that {CT* the proof of their allegiance should lie on tfie British 
side. This obvious and jast ride is however reveled. And eve- 
ry seamen oo board, though going from an American port, sailing 
under an Ameiican flag, and sometimes even speaking an idiom 
proving him not to be a British subject, is presumed to be such, 
unless proved to be an American citizen. ' It may be sately affirm- 
ed, that ICP this is an outrage which has no precedent^ and which 
|C^ €h*eat BrUain ibould be among the last nations in the world t({ 
^%ff''^9 if ofTered to her own subjects, and her own flag. 

•• Great Britain has the less to say on the subject, a^ it is ii^ 



•Weekly Regi3ter. 
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$CJ* direct eaniradictian to ihe frinciples on which she proceeds 
in other cases. Whilst she claims and seizes on the h^h seas^ 
her own sul^ects volontarilj serving in American vessels, she has 
constantly given, when she could ^ve, as a reason, for not dis- 
charging from her service, American citizens, that thej had vo* 
luntarilj engaged in it mj more, |C7=* whilst she impresses her 
own subjects from the American service, although the^ may have 
been settled, and married, and naturalized in the United States, 
(i^she constantly refuses to release from her's, American sea- 
men passed into it whenever ^he can give for a reason, diat they 
are either settled or married within her dominions. Thug 
>:7»when the voluntary cdnsent of the individual favours her 
pretensions, she pleads the validitvof that consent. fCJ* When 
the voluntary consent of the indivuiual stands in the way of her 
pretensions, it goes for nothing. When marriage or residence 
can be pleaded in her favour, she avails herself of her plea* 
td* When marriage, residence, and naturalization are against 
her, no respect whatever is paid to either. fCT* She takes, by 
force, her own subjects voluntarily serving in oar vessels. |C7*She 
keeps by force American citizens involuntarily serving in her's. 
More flagrant inconsistencies cannpt be imagined." 

J^ever since the world was formed was there a stronger, or 
inore irresistible tndn of argument, or collection of facts, than 
in the preceding paragraph. Never were flagrant injustice, out- 
rage, and violence more completely proved, and eternally shut 
out from the possibility of defence. 

From a letter of J. Q. Jldams, Esq, to H. G. Otis^ Esq. 

^ The impressed American citizens, however, upon diUy an- 
ihenticated proof are delivered up. Indeed ! how unreasonable 
then were complaint! how effectual a remedy for the wr«ngl an 
American vessel, bound to an J^uropean port, has two, three, or 
four native Americans, iihpressed by a Bntish man df war, bound 
to the East or West Indies, , When tlie American captain ar- 
rives at his port of destination, he makes his protest, and sends it 
to the nearest American Minister or consul. When he Returns 
home, he transmits the duplicate of his protest to the Secretary 
of State. In process of time, the names of the impressed men, 
and of the ship into which they have been impressed, are receiv- 
ed by the a^ent in London. He makes his demand that the men 
may be delivered up-»the lords of the admiralty, after a consi- 
derable time for enquiry and advisement, return for answer, that 
>CP* the ship is on a foreign btationy and their lordships cun 
therefore take no further steps in the matter — or, tliat the ship 
has been taken, and that tne men have been received in ex- 
Phi^nge for French prisoners«-or, ICP that they had no prom 
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tecticns (the impressing officers often having taken them from 
tlie men)— or, tlitU the men were probably British subjects; or 
that they had entered, and taken the bounty; (to which the 
ofiicers know how to reduce tjiem)— or, that thetf have been niar- 
riedf or^settled in England, In all these cases, l/irithout further 
ceremony, their discharge is. refused. Sometimes, their lord- 
ships, in^ a vein of Kumour, inform the a^ent that the man bad 
been discharged as inseroiceable. Sometimes, in a sterner tone, 
they say he is an impostor. Or, perhaps, by way of consolation 
to bis relatives and friends, theyrejport, that he had fallen inbat* 
tie. against nations in amity ^ith his country. Sometimes they 
coolly return that there is no such min on board the ship: and 
whathasbecomeof him, the agonies of a wife and children in his 
native land may be left to conjecture. When all these and many 
other such apolomes for refusal fail, the ^native American sea- 
man is dischargea-*and when by the charitable aid of his govern- 
ment he has found his way home, becomes to be ififornied, that 
all is as it should be — that the. number of his fellow-^uflferers is 
small— that it wa^ impossible to distinguish him from an £ng- 
fishmaA^— and that he was delivered up, on duly authenticated 
proof.'* 

I Extract from Cobbett^sBegister. 

^ Our ships of war, when they meet an American vessel at sea^ 
board her, and take out of her by force, any seamen whom our 
officers assert to be British subjects. There is no rule by which 
they are bound.-, V^y act at discretion: ^nd the consequence is 
that great numbers of native fAmericans have been thus impressed, 
and great numbers of them are now in our navy. The total num- 
ber so held at any one time cannot, f>erhaps,^be ascertained; but 
from a statement published in America it appears, that Mr, 
Lyman, the late consul here, stated the number, about two years 
ago, at FOURTEEN THOUSAND. That many of these men 
have died oh \>oard of pur ships-i— that many haVe been wounded, 
that many have been killed in action—^and that many have 
been worn out in the service, there can be no doubt. Some ob- 
tain their release through the application of the American con- 
sul here: and of these uie sufierings have in many instances been 
very great. There have been instances where men have thus got 
free after having been flogged through the fleet for desertion. 

^ But it has been asked whether we are not to take our sailors 
where we find them? To which America answers, yes, but take 
onlj your own; ^ iake,^^ said Mr. Lyman, << your whole pound 
of flesh; but take not a drop of blood.^^ 8he says that she wishes 
not to have in her ship any British sailors: and she is willing 
to give them up, whenever the fact of their being British 
sailors can beproved. tiet them, she says, be broiij^t before anjf 
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magistrate, any public civil aathoritj, in any on» of your owii 
ports, at home or abroad; and she is willing to abide by the deci- 
sion. But, let not me^ be seized in her ships upon the high seas 
(and sometimes at the mouths of her own nvers) where tnere is 
nobody to judge between the parties, ah^ where the British offi- 
cer going on board is at once ACCUSER, WITNESS, JUDGE, 
*ndCAP10R!" 

Fr^m .Vi/^? Weekly Register^ vol. 3, page 303. 

^* If the most dignified officer in the naval service of our enemy 
were to plunder neutral vessels of aboiLot cod fish or a bale of 
cotton, on suspicion that it w*a» enemy's property, it might cost 
him his whole fortune, witb an ignQminious oiAmissal. The, law 
of nations Tdlows him to send in the vessels for adjudication: m^ 
it becomes him to prove the fact he suspected. If he fail in 
this, he is often mulcted in n^vy damages by the courts oflaw of 
his own country. But in the business of man-stealing, he him- 
self is judge and jur^-^-4ie tsikes when and where he pleases, and 
is irresponsible for his conduct. If complaint is maao, h^ silen- 
eesit by the bro^d plea, ^'that his majesty wanted men'^— ^d, i^ 
the man stolen is restored tp liberty aftpr ye;irs of dangers and 
servitude, without one cent for his hazards and toils, there are 
knaves who produce his case in evidence of" British magnaifi^ 

After the reader has carefully perused the preceding argu- 
ments, I request he will read and compare the sentiments, ot Mr. 
Pickering on the subject ol impressment at two different periods, 
the first when he was secretary of State, and theisecond when he 
was senetor of the United States. 

«* The British nivil officers often •* It is perfectly well known that 

impresa Swedes, lianes, and other Grcat BuTAiTrncsiRESTO obtautos- 

foreigncrs, from the vessels of the li her ows siJBJicT».f 

United States. Thev ha?^ even " The evU we complain of arises 

sometimes impressed Frenchmen I ! #om the impossibility of always dis- 

If there should be time to make out tin^ishing the persons of two nations 

the copy of a protest lately received, who a few years since were one peo- 

11 shall be enclosed, de*:ribmg, the pie, who exhibit the same manners, 

mil^ress of a Dan^ and a Portuguese, speak the same languagt?, and possess 

This surely is anmbusp c^sj to cor- smiilar features,* 

rect. They cannot pretend an ina- « The British ships of war, agreea- 

bility to distinguish these foreigners \>}y to a right ^claimed and exercised 

#rom their own subjects. They may for ages— a ri^t clmmed ami exercis- 

with as much reason rob American ed during the whole of the adminis- 

vessels of the property or merchan- trationsof\VashmgH)n,of Adams, and 

due of tlic Swedes, Danes, or Portu- of Jefferson, continue to take some 

guesc, or seize and detain m their ser- of the^BriUsli seamen found on board 

nee tne subjects of those nations found our merchant vessels, and with them 

ML^.'i^f *t?*" J"?^^y Pickering to the hon. James Sullivan, governor dC 
Massachusetts, Feb. 10, 1«08^ page 9. :|lhi^ 
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on board American vesseTs. The ▲ small mrx ber of oufs, from tbk w-' 
president is extremely anxious to have i>ossibilitt of iustixguishino. E^^g* 
this business of impress placed on a i.i8B»E77FROMerriZ£NSOFTHS Uihteb 
x«asonable footing. •• States.""!- ' 

I cannot allow these extracts to pass without beseeching, and 
imploring; the reader to ponder well on their contents — to com-^ , 
pare them together carefully.-— The history of the human race^ 
from the earliest' records of time, furnishes no stronger in<^tance 
of contradiction, or inconsistency. Mr. Pickering, .when his sta- 
tion as Secretary of State rendered It a duty to defend the rights 
of his country, clearly and explicitly asserts, thai the British im- 
pressed Swedes, Danes, Portuguese, and even Frenclimcn, from. 
•n board our vessels. * Afterwards, to answer the purposes of 
party, he states that they impressed Americans merely throuffh 
^ the impossibility of distinguishing" them from their own sub- 
jects! Vr hat an awful perversion of facts! 

CHAPTER XXXIL 

Impressment during the administration of General Washington. 
Letter from T. Jefferson to T. Pinkney. Fr6m w>/r* Jay to 
Lord GhrenvilU. - From J!. Pickering to Rnfus King. . From 
Mufus King to Lord Orenville. 

Extract of a letter from T. Jefferson, Esq. secretary of State, to Thomaa Pmb" 
netfy mimater plenipotentiary of the United States atljmdofu 

Department of State, Jttfie 11,1792. 
•« The peculiar custom iit England pf impressing stamen on every appear- 
tnce of war, will Qccasionailv expose our^amen to |5eculiar oppressions and 
vexations. It will be expectient that you take proper opportimities, in the 
mean time, of conferring with the minister on this subject, in order to form 
»ome arrangement fortlie protectioa of our seamen on those occasions. We 
entirely reject the mode which was the subject of conversation between 
Mr. Morris and him; which was, that our seamen should always carry about 
them ceftiAcates of their citizenship. This is a condition never yet subrhitted 
to by any ndtUnif dne witli which seamen would never have th% precaution to 
comply — the casualties of their calling would expose them to the constant 
destruction or loss of this paper evidence; and thus the British govern- 
ment would be armed with legal authority to impress the whole «f our sea- 
men. The simplest rule will be, that the vessel being American, shall bfc 
evidence that the seamen on board of her, are such. If they apprehend that 
OUT vessels might thus become asylums for the fugitives of their own nation 
from impress gangs, the number of men to be protected by a vessel may be 
limited by her tonage; and one or two officers only be permitted to enter 
the vessel in order to examine the number, but no press gang should be 
alloweid ever to go on board an American vessel, till after it shaH be found 
that there are more than the stipulated number on board, lior till after the 
master shall have refused to deliver the supernumeraries (to be named by - 
imself) to the press officer who has come on boafd for that purpose; and 
even then the American consul shall be caUed in. In order to urge a set- 
tlement \)f this point before a new occasion may arise, it may not be amis« 
to draw their attention to the peculiar irritation excited on the last occasion, 

• Letter from Timothy Kckering, Esq. secretary of state, to Rufus King/ 
1^. minister at the dourt of London, dated Oct. 26, 1796. 

t Letter from Timothy Pickeitng to the hon, James Sullivan, governor <rf 
AlasMchiisetts Feb. 13, 1808, page 13. 
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And the difficulty pf avoiding our making immediate reprisals on their seame* 
here. You will be so g^d as to communicate to me what shall pass on this 
subject, and it may be made an article of convention to be entered into ei- 
ther there or here." 

From the tame to the tame* 

0^.12,1792. 
«« I enclose you acopy of ^letter from Messrs. Blow and Melhaddo> mer- 
hauts, of Virginia, complaining of the taking away of their sailors on the 
^oast of Africa, oy the comniander of a Britidi armed vessel. So many in- 
stances of this kind have happened, that it is quite necessanr their govern- 
ment should explain themselves on the, subject, and be led to disavow and 
punish such cotiduct I leave to your discretion to ejideavour tQ obtain this 
satis&ction by such friendly discussions as. may be most likely to produee 
the desired effect, and secure to our commerce th>t protection, against Bri- 
tish violence, wjiich it has never experienced from any other nation. No 
law forbids the seamen -of any nation, to engage in time of peace, on board 
a foreign vessel: no law* authorizes slich seamen to break his cohtract, nor 
the armed vessels of his nation ta interpose force for his rescue." 

From the tame to the same. ^ffv. 6, 1792. 

*' 1 enclose you now the copy of a letter from Mr. Kntard, our consul at 
IVladeira, exhibitipg another attempt at the practice on which I wrote to you 
in ray last, made by capt Har^ood, of the British frigate Hyatna, to tike 
seamen from on board an American vessel bound to the BhSt Indies. It is 
umicccssary to develope to you the inconveniences of this conduct, and the 
impossibihty of letting it go rn. I hope ^ou will be able to make the British 
ministry sensible of the necessity of ptmishing the past uid preventing the 
future." . ' 

Jtlxtract of a note from Mr. Jay, envoy extraordinary and ndmeter piempotenHa' 

ly-ofthe United States at London^ to Lord Grenville, secretary ^f foreign uf- 

fairs, dated 

\ London, ^ufy 30, 1793. 

«* The undersigned finds it a]so to be his duty to present, that the irre^- 
larities before mentioned extend not only to the capture and condemnation 
of American vessels and property, and to unusual personal severities, but 
even to the impressment of American citizens, to serve on board of finned 
Vessels. Ue forbears to dwell on the injuries done toihose unfoijkuiiate indi- 
viduals, or oh the emotions which they must naturally excite, eitheir in the 
breasts of the Ration to which they belong, or of the just and humane 
of every country. His reliance on the justice and benevolence of his ma- 
jesty, leads him to indulge a pleasing expectation, that orders will be given, 
ihat Americans so circumstanced be immediately hberated, and that persons 
honoured with bis mrajesty's commissions do in future abstain from amilar vio- 
lences. 

"It is with cordial satisfaction that the undersigned reflects on the im- 
pressions which an equitable and concihatory measure would make on the 
J)epple of the United States, and how naturally they would inspire and cher- 
ish those sentiments and dispositions which never toil .to preserve as well as 
to produce respect, esteem, and friendship.'* 
Extract from the instructiom given by Timothy Pickering, Eoq. secretcnryoftkOCf 

To Huftis Xing^ E»q. minister at the court of London, 

/b«?8, 1796. 

The long but fruitless attempts that have been made to protect American^ 
seamen from British impresses' prove that the subject is in its nature difficult. 

** The simplest rule wouM be, that the vessel being American, should be 
evidence that the sean^en are such. But it will be an important point gain- 
ed, if, on the high seas, our flag can protect those of whatever nation who 
•ail under it And for this, humanity, as well as interest, powerfully plead. 
Merchant vessels carry no more hands than their sifety renders necessaiy. 
To Withdraw any of them on the ocean, is to expose bodi lives and piop^ctf 
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to destructioD. Wehave a right then to expect ttiAttbe British ^?eniineiit 
wfllmftke nodiflbmlty in accedin£[' to this very interesting provision. And 
the same motives- should operate with neariy eoual ibrcet to procure for ut 
the like exoeption in aJl tne British colonies, out especially in the West 
Indies. In the latter the consequence of an impress is the detention of tho 
vesset By the detention, the vessel is injured or destroyed by the worms, 
and the remnant of the crew exposed to tlie &tal diseases ot the climate% 
Hence a longer detention ensues. The voyage becomes unprofitable to the 
merchant* and humanity deplores the loss ofraany valuable lives. But ther» 
Wanother cogent reason for an exemption from impresses in the British, 
colonies— that THE PRACTICE WILL BE, AS IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN, 
BUBJBQT TO MONSTROUS ABUSES: and the supreme power is so remote, 
that THE EVILS BECOME IRREMEDLIBLE, BEFORE REDRESS CAV 
EVEN BE SOUGHT FOR. 

** To guard against abuses on the part of American citizens, every master 
of a vessel, on h\n arrival in any port of the Britii^ colonies^ may be re- 
quired to report his crew, at the proper office. IS, afterward^ any addition 
be made to them by Britith tubjectM, found on board of our vessels, must 
doubtless be admitted. But this should foe controled by regulations to pre- 
vent iMul«s and injuries, and to administer prompt relief, -ahiere American dt* 
ixens f'whch xriU aaturedly hatfienj thall be nuttakenfir BrUUh euifject*. 

** Tnere are three classes of men, concerning whom tliere can be no dl^ 
fieuhy. 1. Native American citizens. 2. Amencan citizens, wherever bom, 
who were such at the definitive treaty of peace. 3. Foreigners, other than 
British subjects, sailing in American vessels, and whose persons ought to be 
as sacred, as it respects the British, as those of native citizens. The 4th. 
dass consists of British bom subjects, but who, or many of whom, may have 
become citizens subsequent to the treaty of peace, or who hereafter may be ad- 
ftiitted t6 the rif^tsof citi^ns. It is this class alone,about which any pretence 
of right to impress can be nwde. With regard to these, it may be attempted 
to protect them, as well in time of war as of peace, in the following cases: 
Fint, when they shall have served iA American vessels, public or private* 
lor the same term in which foreigners serving in British vessels would ac- 
quire the rights of British subjects, which is understood to be three years: 
or secondly, if sojnuch cannot be obtained, when those persons, oriffinaUy 
British subjects, shall have resided five years in the United SUtes,^and been 
formally admitted to the rights of citizens, according to our laws. 

** It must often happen that sailors wiU lose their certificates: provisions 
shcmld therefiire be made for the admission of other reasonable proof of their 
citizen^ip, such as their own oathsLwith those of the masters, mates, or other 
cseditable witnesses, Theix>lls </the creVs, or shipp'mg papers, may als* 
be authenticated by the coDectors of the customs: and then they ought to be 
admitted as of equal validity with the individual certificates." ^ 

jfir^m the tame to the tame 

Sept. 10, 1796. 

'*! enclose a letter from Francis S. Taylor, deputy collector of Norfolk, res- 
pecting four impressed seamen. It appears to be written with candour, and 
merita attention. If, as the captain of the Prevoyante [Wemvss] says, the dig- 
nity of the British government will not permit an enquuy on Doard their ships 
for American seamen, their doom ie fixed for the wun and tkue, TUB RIGHTS 
OF AN INDEPENDENT NATION ARE TO BE SACRIFICED TO BRIT- 
ISH DIGNITY. Justice requires that such enquiries and examination be made^ 
because the liberation of our seamen will be impossible. For the British gov- 
ernment, then, to make professions of respect to the rights of our citizens, 
and willingness to release them, and yet deny the only means ofasceitaintng 
those rights, is an insulting tantalism. 

<* If the Briti&h govemmem hare any regard to our ris^ts, any respect for 
cHir nation, andpUce any value on our mendship, they will even facilitate to 
us the meansof relearingour oppratoed citizens. The subj^ of our un« 
preved seamen makes a]^of your instructioo^ but the president now r#- 
newt Us devre that their v^ef nay engage your q>ecialattcntioa.** 
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CHAPTER XXXra. 

Impressment during the Mministration of Mr. Adams. Lettet 
from Bufus King. From BUas Talbot. From Timothy Fiek- 
ering, Instrumons of Judge Marshall to Bufus King. 

jL now proceed in chronological order to state the views of 
dur government upon— the remonstrances of our public officers 
asainst'— and the redress afforded or refused in^-the odious afi&ir 
of impressment, during the administration of Mr. Adams. 

I begin with Rufus King, esq. whose name, from the ground 
hf now takes in politics, is k tower of strength on this subject. 

From Rvfuf JCin^^Eiq. to Timothy Pickering, secretary of skstt. 

Imidon, Jpril 13, 1797. 

** Tlie subje«t [of impressment] in all its debuls, has come under my ob- 
aervaticm: and its importance, I confess, is mjuch greater than I had suppos* 
cd it. Instead of* a few, and these in many instances equivocal cases, I have» 
pince the month of July last, made application for the discharge from British 
'men of war, of 271 seamen, who, stating themselves to be Americans, have 
claimed my inteifefence: of this mimber 8^ have by the admiralty been or- 
dered to be discharged: 37 more hare been detained as British subjects^ or 
99 American volunteers, or for want of proof that they are Americans: and 
to my applications for the dis^harg-e of the remaining 148, I have received 
po answer; the ships on board of which these seamen were detained, hav- 
ing, in many instances, sailed before an examination was made, in conse* 
que nee of mv applications. 

•* It is certain, that some of those who have applied to ro^, are not Ame- 
rican citiz<^.na. BUT THE EXCEPTIONS ABE IN MY OPINION FEW: 
and the evidence, exclusive of certificates, has been such as in most cases U^ 
satisfy me diat 1 HE APPUCANTS WERE REAL AMERICANS, who had 
been forced into the British sen-ice; and who with singular constancy have 
gene rally persevered in rcfii^g pay and bounty, though in many instaaces 
they have been in service more than twd teurs.** 

I'd tliis document, I most earnestly invite and invoke the at- 
tention of the American nation, and the whole people of Chris- 
tendom. It affords the most conclu^ve defence of the strong 
ground taken on this subject by the administration; and sets the 
seal of eternal contradiction on the assertion, so often repeated^ 
that the poor, miserable, enslaved, and by-his-country-abandoned 
sailor — the pride— the glory— the bulwark of that ungrateful coun* 
try — is readily surrendered, when impressed by mistake. Let no^^ 
man over dare again to make the assertion, it is not true. It 
never was true. 

Mr. Kins^ tells us a plain story, lie applied for the emanci* 
pation of 271 American slaves, forced to fight for their enslavers. 
Not quite a third were discharged— and more than one half oftiie 
whole number were debarred by any chance of redress, by a plaia 
and i^inVplc process; the vessels, on board of which they were, 
hav'mg ^^ in many instances sailed before an examination was had 
in consequence of his applicatibn.'* ^ 

From Silak Talbot, Esq. agent *or the relief of impretntd seamen^ to Timothy Pi€k* 
eringjEs^. secretat^ of ttate. 

Xtngitofiy My 4. 179r. 

« Admiral Sir Hyde having gained information, that my application to the 
dva authority of this island, to obtain th^ release of such ABiericaii citiacns 
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H were fband to be detained on board hla majesty^ 'ships of war, had 
»c en attended with some success, Be immediately issued a general onler 
o all captains and commanders of ships and vessels of wa% directing them, 
ijot to obey any writ of habeas corpus, nor suffer any men to leave ti>eir ships 
m consec^uence of any such writ. Since the above mentioned order was is* 
fticd, writs have been obtained agunst Captain Ephinstone, of the Tar- 
tar frigate, to produce three Americans, named in the writ, before the chief 
justice; and against captain Foster, of the Albicore, to produce four; 
and also, agjunst Captain Otway, of the Ceres frigate, to produce twenty 
Americans, in like manner berore the chief justice. All those writs were 
sen'ed, but none of them' was obeyed. Attachments against the said cap- 
tains have been ordered by the court; and a writ of attaclmient against 
Captain Otway was taken out fifteen days since. But the marshal has not 
been able, as he says, to serve it on Capt:un Otway; and from dl that I caii 
learn, there is not any probability that he will serve the writ; so that the 
fciw in this island, it seems, cannot be administered for the relief of Amer- 
ican citizens, who are held iix British slavery; ijmny of whom, as they write 
to me from on !>oanl Captain Otway's ship, HAVE BEEN BROUGHT TO 
THE GANGWAY, AND WHIPPED, FOK WRITING TO THEIR AGENT 
TO GET THEM DISCHARGED !" 

Here agaia we find what redress the American slave had to ex- 
pect, lie was brought to the gangway, and |C7* iGNOMiNiousLr 
SCOURGED tor daring to trj to have his case taken into the cogni- 
asance of the American agent for the relief ef impressed seamen ! ! 1 

From Timothy Pickeringy Eeq. secretan/ of ttaUj to Silo* Talbot, Esq. 

Au^t9t 15, 1797. 
** If any naval officer shall have committed such an outrage on any Ameri- 
can seameij, as to tj* BRING THEM TO THE GANGWAY, as you mention, 
or to inflict amr kind oif punishment on them, especially for seeking oppoiv 
tunitics to inform you of their situation, for the purpose of obtaining the 
ju;* relief to which they are entitled, pray endeavour to get proofs of the 
jTact, that I may make it the subject of a special representation to the BritisiU 
g-ovemment." 

From Timothv Pickering, Esq. secretary of state, to Rt^fus King, Esq. 

Tventon, October i, 1797 . 
** Lord Greenville's observations on the act of congress for the relief and 
protection of American seamen, present difHculties which demand conside- 
ration at the ensuing session. But your reasoning in your letter to his lord* 
ship of the 30th. of last November, is concUisive a^inst tlie BrifLjh preten- 
ces to retain real American seamen who are marned in their dominions, or 
who have voluntarily entered on board Briti^ vessels, c^ It behoves the 
honour and fiuth of the Britisli government, to adiiere to their principle on 
nmtural allegiance wholly, or to renounce it wholly; An answer on this 
point« would have become his lord-ship's candour. 

•* I conwdcr Col. Talbot's agency in the West Indies to be no longer verf 
important The rigid conduct of Admiral Sir Hyde Parker (who from the 
beginning has thrown obstacles m the way) leaves but little room to get our 
aeamen released. The opposition of tlje officers in general, indu^^d Colonel 
Talbot to lake out writs of habeas corpus at Jamaicar by wrhich, directly or in 
their consequences, (Jjr* he obtained the 4ischlrge of nearly fifty seamen. 
Hut A<lmiral Parker has lor some time past, 3:j^ forbidden his officers to 
pay any attention to such writs: and CoL Talbot intbrmed me that some of 
oiir seamen have been punished for attempting to send letters to him to 
inform of their situation. 

" Mr. Liston assured me, that the British oiRcers have orders not to im- 
ptets any American seamen, and of course not to retain against their will any 
already impressed: but if they persist in obstructing eveiy channel of informa- 
^n and proof of their citizoimipi|^such orders are> an4 will continue, dt- 
ctjptivc.'* 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



198 THE OLIVE BRANCH 

S^argcf of a tetter fiom Bufia Xtn^^ minuter pUmpoten^Utrg of the Um$ed 
Statei, to the oecretary of ttau. 

Limde%March IS, 1799, 

^l mentioned our disMtialictum with the continiuition of the pnctke of 
taldng out of our »hip8» met on the nuun ocean, such of their crewt as did not 
possess certificates of American dtizenship; denying as I had often done in. 
»>rmer conferences, upon the aanie subject, any nght on the part of Greai^ 
Britain, i^^ wliich the practice could be founded; and 8ug|;esting that oor 
riiips of war, by permission c^ our government, might, with equal rig^t, 
pursue the same practice towards their merchantmen. 

« That not only seamen who spoke the English language, and who wer* 
evidently English or American subjects, but also ALL DAN^H, SWEIHSIL 
AND OTlffiR FOHEIGN SEAMEN, WHO, COULD NOT RECEIVI^ 
AMERICAN PBOTECTIONS, WEKE INDISCRIMINATELY TAKEN 
FROM. THEIR VOLUNTARY SERVICE IN OUR NEUTRAL EMPLOY, 
and ferced into the war in the naval service of Greait Britain. 

"That on this subject WE HAD AGAIN AND AGA^IN OFFERED TQ 
CONCUR IN A CONVENTION, WHICH WE THOUGHT PRACTICABLE 
TO BE FORMED, AND WHICH SHOULD SETTLE THESE QUESTIONS 
IN A MANNER THAT WOULD BE SATISFACTORY FOR ENGLAND 
ANDSAFE^RUS. 

^^ That to 4ecline such a convention, and to persist in a pnctiee which we 
ware persuaded could not be vindicated, especia^y to the extent it was ear- 
ned, seemed less equitable and moderate than we had a right to expect 

** Lord Gienville stated no precise principle upon which he supposed this 
practice could be justified: ana the conversation upon this pmnt, like many 
others upon the same subject, ended without a prospect of satisfaction. 
Hie French and Spaniards, and every other nation, might pursue the same 
conduct as nghtt'ully as Great Britain does. With respect to forei^ seamen 
in our employ, this government has, if I recollect, yielded the pomt, though 
their own omcers continue ^e pnictioe. We arc assured aU Americans 
shall be discharged on application for that purpose, and that orders to this 
effect have been giv^nto their naval commanders^ but this is fiur short of sat- 
is&ction— indeed, TO ACQUIESCE IN IT, IS TO GIVE UP THE RIGHT." 

I beg the reader will most carefully and attentively peruse 
the second and third paragraphs of the preceding document. ^ 

The second confirms die statement made by Mr« Pickering, 
when he was secretary, that ^CT^ DaneSf 8weaesand other for- 
eigners tDtre impressed out of our vessels-^^nd utterly contradicts 
%SA disproves his recent declaration, tliat the impressment of our 
seamen arose from the d{flicuUiy of discriminating between nn 
BngHshman and anjlmencan. What a farcical procedure it 
would be, to seize by mistake upon Danes, and Sweaes, and Por- 
tugese^ as Englishmen ! 

But the fact established by the third paragraph is stilt more im- 
portant* It is, that this country f:7^ ''had again and again offered 
io settle these questions in amannerthat would be saHefattory for 
England and safe for the United States.^* And further, that 
•« England had dechned such a convention.'* And yet Mr. Pick- 
erine; has confidently stated &e contrary, in direct opposition to 
tbefactt ^dto his own knowledge and experiei|ce.— 
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^ Qiv gQTernment veil known, that Great Biitain— is perfectly willkif 
to adopt any arrangement that can be derised that will secure to h^ ser- 
vice the seamen who are her own subjects, and at the same time, exempt 
oun from impressment"* 

** No man who rei^utis the truth, will questioii the dispositidii of the Brit- 
.i«U goy^nmcnt 4o adopt any ^^rangement that will ^^cure to Great Britain 
the service of her own 8ubject|.*'t 

These facts scorn the aid of cpmment. The dullest and most 
Biebtian reader mqst be struck with the astonishing QHntradic- 
"don and inconsistencj thej display. 

With Mr. Pickering I am almost wholly unacquainted. He is 

Snr advanced \n years — and has held the highest and most confi- 
ential offices. He has beeii )\onoured with the regard and es- 
teem of the party to which he belongs, of whom he is considered 
as one of the leaders. He has asserted of himself, 

V 

^I may claim some share of attention and credit— that diare whiol) is due 

to the man who defies ihe world to point, m the whole course of a long and 

' public life, at one instance of deception— at a single (^ei>arture from truth."^ 

I call on him and his friends, to I'econcile the above statements 
^ith the fiM^t of the case. It will give me pleasure if he can, hi 
tiie close of his lone career, justify himself on this point to hi^ 
own conscience* and to his country, before whose bar I thus so- 
lemnly cite him. 

One other observation, and I dismiss this letter. — ^Mr, King ex- 
plicitly states, and with perfect justice, that to acquiesce in the 
surrender of our seamen being a satisfaction for the injury, is tq 
&dmUtke ri^ht of impressment^ against which he most zealbuslj 
and patriotically contended. 

Extract from a report of Timotf^ Pickering esq. Becretary of state, to Congresi. 

y . Dec. 9, im 

Admiral Parker paid no attention to the agent's appUoation on behalf qf 
our impressed seamen; the admiral having determined, and informed the 
agent of the detemjination, that no proQ& would be regarded by hjm, unless 
specially presented by the American jjovemment tlirougn the Biptijih minister; 
nor then but in the single case of native Americans. ' Under this detemaina^ 
tion there will be detamed, not only the subjects of his Britannic majesty, 
naturalized since the peace of 1783; but all who born elsewhere were then 
resident in, and had oecome citizens of the United States; also, (Qf* all for- 
eigners, as Gefmans, Swedes, Danes, Portuguese, and Italians: who volunta- 
rify serve in the vessels of the United States. And it is a fact tliat SUCH 
FOREIGNERS HAVE FREQUENTLY BEE X IMPRESSED; although their 
Uogu^ges and other circumMances, demonstrate that THEY WEkE NOT 
BBrnSH SUBJECTS/* 

Here a8?tin we have Timothy Pickering, secretary of state, v^rtm 
Timothy Pickering, senator of the United States. As secretarjTy 
he bears the strongest testimony on the subject of the latitudinaii 
an principles on which impressment is conducted. 

* Letter of the hon. Hmothy Pickerinr esq. to his cxcelleocy James Sol- 
Uvan, governor of Massachusetts, page )S, 

fideiOfpageS. ' ^Idcm,pagf9. 
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The subject strikes me in a new point of light. An Ameri- 
can vessel is met at sea by a British frigate — ^Thecrew are 
brou^t trembling before that right reverend and worshipful ma-* 
gistrate,the boatswun's mate. Ail who cannot speak ^ain Eng^ 
Hsh are seixed^-^as^ being French. Chrmansy Danes, Italians^ or 
HottentotSj tkej cannot be natives of the UnUed SMes, and are 
not therefore entitled to protection from our flag. This scrutiny 
is, soon over. Another then takes place. And of those wha 
speak plain English^ he seizes as many as he supposes, or pretends 
io suppo&f toie British subjects!!! And yet we have men in 
high stations who defend this practice! Would to God thatfve- 
ry man who is an advocate for impressment, were himself im- 
pressed and enslaved on board a British man of war, with a 
cat-o' -nine-tails to his back, to punish his refractory spirit, in case 
he dared to compliun.! 

Extract of a Utter from John Marshall^ Esq. Kcrttary of 9tat€ to Bufut MSag^ 
Jikg. Minister Ptenipotentiary of the UrtUed Statet at lAmdaUt dated 

Department of State, Sept. 20, 1800. 
**Thc injprcsBment of our seamen is an injury of very serious magnitude, 
vhich deep5^ affects the feelings and the honour of the nation. 

** This vahiable claai of men is composed of natives and foreigners, who en- 
gage voluntarily in our service. 

« No right has been asserted to impress the natives of America. Yet they 
are impressed; they are dragged on board of British sliips of war, with evi- 
donee of citizendiip in their hands: and forced by violence there to serve, 
iratil conclusive testimonials of their birth can be obtained. Theiac must 
most eener&Uy be sought for on this side of the Atlantic In the Kiean time» 
ACKNOWLEDGED VIOLENCE IS PRACTISED ON A CITIZEN OP Tim 
UNITED STATfcS, BY COMPELUNG HIM TO ENGAGE AND CON- 
TINUE IN FOREIGN SERVICE. Although the lords of the admiralty uni- 
formhr direct their discharge on the production of this testimonv; YET 
MANY MUST PERISH UNREUEAXI), AND ALL ARE DETAINED A 
CONSIDERABLE TJME, IN UiWLESS AND INJURIOUS CONFINE- 
MENT. 

•' « It is the duty, as well as the nght, of a friendly nation, to require that 
measures be taken by ^e British government to prevent the continued rep- 
etition of such violence by its agents. This can only be done by punishinf> 
and frowning on those who perpetrate it THE .MERE RELEASE OF 
THE INJURED, AFTER A LONG COURSE OF SERVING AND SUF- 
FERING, IS NO COMPENSATION FOR THE PAST, AND NO SECURI- 
TY FOR THE FUTURE. It is impossible not to believe that the deci»ve 
interference of the government in this ren)ect. Would preirent a prsctice, the 
continuance of which must ineidtably produce discord between two nations^ 
which ought to be the friends ci each other, ^ 

** Those seamen who were bom in a foreign coimtry, and have been 
adopted by this, were either the subjects of Britain or some other power. 

«*Thc righttounpress those who were British subjects has been asserte^r 
and the right to impress those c^ every other nation has not been disclaim ed. , 
^ Neither the one pjftctice not Ite other can be justifiedi 
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¥ With the natuTalizatibn of foreignefs, no other nation can interfere, ftip« 
therthan the rights of that other are affected. The rights of Britain are 
Certainly not affected by the naturalization of other than British subjects. 
Consequently those persons, who, according to our laws, are citizens, must 
be so considered by Britain, and every other power not having a conflicting 
claim to the persons. 

••THE UNITED STATES, THEREFORE, REQUIRE POSITIVELY, 
THAT THEIR SEAMEN WHO ARE NOT BRfllSH SUBJECTS, WHE- 
THER BORN IN AlVUiRICA OR ELSEWHERE, SHALL BE E^CEMPT 
FROM IMPRESSMENT. 

« The case of British subjects, whether naturalized or not, is more ques- 
tionid>le; bat the ripht even to impress is denied. The practice of the 
British government itself, may certainly, in a controversy with that govem- 
ment, be relied on. Tfie pnvitegea it claims and exerciaes, may certainly be ce^ 
ded to other*. To deny tids -aotUd be to deny the equality of nationty and to 
laakeit a queation of power and not of right. 

«* If the practice of the British government may be quoted, that practice is 
to maintain and defend in Uieir sea-service all thoae, of any nation, who 
have voluntarily engaged in it, or who, according to their laws, have become 
British subjects. 

^^Menfeamenyitot British subjects, engaged in our merchant service, ought 
to be equally exempt with citizem from impressments: we have a riglit to engage 
them, and have a right to, and an interest in, their persons, to the extent 
of their serrice contractejl to be performed. Britain has no pretext of 
right to their persons or to their service. TO TEAR THEM THEN, 
FROM OUR POSSESSION IS AT THE SAME HME AN INSULT AND 
AN INJURY, rr IS AN ACT OP VIOLENCE FOR WHICH THERE EX- 
ISTS NOPALUATIVB. 

« fFe know tpcU that the difficulty ofdistinguishrng bet^oeen native Americans 
end British iuijects, has been used -with re&pect to natives, as an apology for 
the tn^wiea complained of It is not pretended that this apology can be exten- 
ded to the case of foreigners; and, with respect to natives, we doubt the 
existence of the difficulty alleged. We know well that among that class of 
people caBed seamen, we ^an readiljr distinguish between a native Ameri- 
can, and a person raised to manhood in Great Britain or Ireland; and we do 
not perceive any reason why the capacity of making this distinction should 
not be possessed in the same degree by one nation as by the other. 

"If therefore no regulation can be formed which shall effectually secure 
all seamen on board American merchantmen, we have a right to expect 
from the justice of the British government, from its regard for the friendship 
of the United States and its own honour, that it will manifest the sincerit^f 
of its wishes to redress this offense, by punishiog those who commit it 

**We hope, however, that an agreement may be entered into, satis&ctory 
and beneficial to both parties, Tne article which appears to have been 
transmitted by my predecessor, while it satisfies this country, will probably 
Restore to the naval service of Great Britain a greater number of seamen than 
will be lost by it. Should we even be mistaken in this calculation, yet the 
diiference caimot be put in competition with the mischief which may result 
from the irritation justly excited by this practice, throughout the United 
States. The extentand justice of the resentment it produces, may be esti- 
mated In Britain by inquiring what impressions would be made on them by 
similar conduct on the part of this government 

** Shoukl we impress from the merchant service of Britain n(rt only Ame* 
ricanfT but foreigners, and even British subjects, how long would such m course 
of injury unredressed be permitted to pass unrevengedr How^long would the 
government be content with successful remonstrance? I believe, ar, that 
only the most prompt correction o( or compenss^tion for, the abuse, would be 
«4imtteda0 satisfaction in such a case. 
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•'If the principles of this govenunent forbid it to retaliate by impfCM* 
inentv there is vti another inode which might be resorted to. We migiie 
authorise oar ships *f war, though not to impress, yet toiecruit aailorson 
board British merefaantmen. Such are the inducements to enter into our na- 
val sem0e,thatwe beheveeven this practice would very seriously affect 
Ae naTigatioQ of Britain.— How, sir, would it be feteired by the BritUi na- 
tion? 

" Is it not more advisable to de«st frotn and to take efiectual measures to 
prevedl an acknowledged wrong, than by persererance in that wronfi^ to- 
esci^e against themselves the weu-fbunded resentment of America, and toroo 
^ur government into measures which may very possibty tenninate in opea 
wpture?** 

Extract of a letter from Bnfu$ Snr, £99. to the mcretary ofttate, dated Lotf 
don, Feb. 23,1801. 

^The progress which hsd been made in our n^ytiation with the govern- 
ment, WAS such as must have brought it to a speei^ conclusi<ND, had no% a 
d^a)ge tsken place in the depsrtment of foreign affairs; that the result 
would in the main have been satisfactory, is more than I am authorised to 
sav, althoi^ I flattered myrielf with the hope that it would be so. Lohl 
Hawke^uryassutesme that he will ffive to the several subjects, which hare 
been preUy fully discussed, an eariy and impartial consideration: and I am 
in hopes that Loid St Vincent will likewise beincHnedto attend to our reite^ 
medremonstjanoes against the impressment of our letmen^ and the vexa^ 
iioBs 6k. our ttade.*^ 



CHAPTER XXXIV. 

JIfr. L%$Um^$projet of a Convention respecting Deserters. 0^ 
jected to by Jdr. Pickering^. Mr. Btoddardy Mr. WolcM^ wd 

Mr. M^Benry. lUjecUa. 

JLn the Year 1800, Mr. Liston, the British roinisiter) saboiitr 
ttd to Mr. Adams, president of the United States, a pro^ of a 
treaty forthe delivery of deserters, of which I annex tne seventh 
and ninth articles, being those which alone bear on this stibject. 

7. ** It i^ however, understood, that the stipulation is/ nottb extend to 
asthoriie either of the parties to demand the delivery of any sailors, sob- 
iects, or citizens, belonging to the other party, who have heeA employed on 
board the vessels of either of the respective nations, and who have, m tiiae 
ofwarurtbreatenedhostiIity,vohmtarily entered into the service of their 
own sovereign or nation, or h^ been ton^ieOed to enter therein, according' to 
the /out ttttd practice prevaiiingf in the two cotmtrieo respective^, 

9. *' It 1% however, understood, that no stipulstion in this adifitloaal aiti- 
.cie shall be omstnied to emoower the civil or miUtaiy ofl&cers oTeither oC 
the contracting parties forcibly to enter into the public Mpe o/var* or into 
the forts. g;f«Tisons or posts of the othei- psrt^: or to use vudence to the peiv 
sons oithe land or sea officers of the respective nations, with a view to 'com- 
pel the dfehvery of suoh persons as may have deserted from the naval or mi- 
iitarv service of either party as afisesaid.'* 

. This projet was submitted to the heads of departments, and im 
the attorney General, for their opinions, which! subjoin. 

.From Timothy Pickering, Eo^oecretaty ofoUUe, to Premden$ Jidamo. 

Fedmory 30,1300. 

**Tbe secrettty has the honor to h^ before the president Mr. lis^n^b. 
note oi the 4tb.FcbniJMry,togetl«r with bis inrojetgiatr^ the recir 
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procal deGvery of desetters; (j^J* which appears to the «ecretiiy utterly in* 
admissible, UNLESS IT WOULD PUT AN END TO IMPRESSMENTS^ 
whidi Mr. lis^n seemed to imagine — while the seventh paragraph of hi* 
projet expressly recognizes the. right of impressing firittfh sufcgects^ and 
consequently American citizens as at presenf 

B. Stoddard^ Etq, tecrttavy of $he funif, to the Ptemdeni. 

JMruar^ 26, 1800. 
"The secretaxy of the navy is clearly of opinion, that (Cj'»t is better t6 
haare no article, and meet all consequences, than not to enumerate merchant 
vessels on the high seas, among the things not to be forcibly entered insearoh^, 
«f deserters.** 

Wver ffolcott, Etq, secretary of the tre^gury^ to the Preeidertt, 

urfrj/14,180q. 
. " The projet of a treaty proposed by t^e minister of his Bntannic, majes- 
ty, for the reciprocal delivery of deserters from the land arid naval service, 
iX ^oes not sufficiently provide against the impressment of American sea- 
men; and is therefore oeemed inadmissible.** 

As a substitute for Mr. Listen'^ first article^ Mr. Pickering 
proposed the following: 

** It is however, understood that nothing in these stipulations shall be con- 
stsued to empower the civil, military or naval officers of either of the con- 
tracting parties, forcibly to enter into the territory, forts, posts, qCj* or ves- 
acls of the other party— or to use violence to the persona ot the commandera 
or the officers ot' the forts, ports, or vessels of the otiier party, with a view 
to compel the deliver}' of such persons as shall desert as afbresud." 

This article was intended fully to secure, from impressment, 
even in our private as well as public vessels, not merely our own 
citizens, but also the subjects of Great Britain; in a word, to put 
an end entirely to the practice of impressment on board our ves- 
sels. 

Mr. Wolcqtt, secretary of the ' treasury, proposed a substitute 
for the article objected to, still more clearly and explicitly annihi- 
lating the pretensions of England to impress seamen of any de4- 
eription on board our vessels. 

•'It is, however, Amderstood, that nothing in the -foregoing stipuUtions' 
■hail be construed to empower the civil or anv othe^ officers, of either party, 
fordbly to enter the forts, posts, or any other place within or under the 
juisdiction of the other party; nor to empower tlie nival commanders or 
other officers of either party forcibly to 0^;^ enter any public or private ves^ 
aeb of the other party, on the high seas, with a view to compel the delivery 
of any person whatever: on the contrary, it is expressly declared to be ihk 
uadefstanding of^ contracting parties, that the muttial restitutions of per. 
tons dnmed as deserters, shall only be made by the free and voluntary con- 
sent of the military offioen employ^ in the land service, or the command- 
era of the public or private ships or vessels of the two parties, or in pursu- 
ance of the decisions of the courti, judges or other competent civil officers of 
the two natioBS, in all caaes arising wiUUn their respective jurisdictions/* 

Jamet MBenryt Secretary at H^ar, to the Preeideni. 

••The secretary thinks the projet of Mr. liston may be nibatantially ac^ 

eepted, except the 7th. article, whkh- seems to provide that the United 

States shall not demand the deHvery of any sailors, although their citizens, if 

tliey |iave bean employed in dritiah vessels, and who have, in tuDO of war or 
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liireatened hostilities, voluntarily entered into the Britiah service, 6r lia*^ 
been compelled to enter therein, according to the law and practice preTail-' 
ing in Great Britain. This article is very inaccurately expressed; for it sa} 8» 
**emt>loycd or entered into the service of their own sovereign or naticAi, or ■ 
have been compeDed to enter therein,** &c. i/* (Am articie tnean$y vhat ii 
is apprehended it doet^ it it -wholly inadndtaidle. It estab^shes a principle 
fcprobfttedby this country. The counter projet of the secretary of sute^ 
in substance meets the secretary's approbation; but it is submitted, whether 
the adoption of part of the drift by the sectetary of the treasury, will not 
improve it. 

*' All Tphich is respectfully subittitted." 

JAMES M'HENBT. 

War Department, JprU 18, 1800. 

<« The attofhey toieral having read And eoniidered the letterof the secre- 
tary , of state, and the projet of an article drawn ^y the secretaiy of the 
ti^aiiry, on the subject of deserters, which arc proposed to be sent to t&c 
^tish mimster here, expresses hii^ entire approbation of the same^** 
r GHARLES LEB. 

JprHSO, \SO(h 



CBtAPTER XXXV. 

Horrors of Imffressmefitf as tubmitted to Congress hy THmoOif 
Fickeringf Secretary of State. 
To afford a specimen m the treatment of some of th^ impres- 
sed American seamen, ivhose cases it has become fashionable to 
treat with indifference, I submit extracts from authentic docu* 
ifients on the subject. It will incontrovertibly appear, that the 
horrors of this odious and exei^rable business oi impressment 
have been Quintupled by the odious and execrable teaaner in 
^hich it has oeen conducted. 

Extract from tfte depotitian af EUphakt Ladd, second mate tm board the T^om" 
as and Sarah, of Philadelphia^ and a naitive of Ext^tery J^erw-Humpshiref^an' 
vexed to a report to conj^ess of Timothy Fiehsring, Esq. secretary of state. 

kinjrsum, June 19, 1799. 
« Ehphalet Ladd maketh oath, that on Wednesday, the I2th. in^ he came 
on ^ore with two seamen belonging to said £hip, named John Edes and Is- 
rael RandoK in order to land a boat load of staves; that a press gang, came 
up and laid hold of John £des-7tbat one of the press gang named Moody, 
-with a broad tnoord ciU this 4^ponet on the forehead^ and made a -wound of 
three inches / / / They then toolt deponent, together with Edes, and c onduct* 
ed them in different boats on boand the fironswick man (^ war; that the 
l>oat on 'board of which Edes was, made the ship some little time befoie the 
one deponent was in: and on deponent's nearing the ship he heard the crier 
of a man fogging ! / / and on going up the side of the Brunswick,, he per* 
1 eiyed Edes, who was ciying; and addressdng himself to tlie first heuteki- 
ant a Mr. Harris, saying, here is a man who can attest to what I have 
told you. I'he heutenant then laying hold of deponent by the am, 
«»id, go along on the quarter deck, you damned rascal you / / / which de* 
ponent accor ngly did; that all the impressed men were then examioed^ 
and afterwards ordered by the heutenant into the waist; that when they 
got there, Edes puUed off his shirt, and SHOWED DEPONENT HIS 
^ACK, WHICH WAS BRUISED FROM HIS SHOULDERS TO" 6lS 
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COPS!!! He then Informed he had just been whipped with ropes ends ! ! « 
«8 deponent was going up the ship's sides, by the boatewain and his matea^ 
by orders of the lieutenant ; that deponent remained on board the Bruns- 
wick all that d»/ and the next night,— during which no surgical or medi- 
cal assistance was gi«en to the wound he had received on his head, nor to 
the bruises of said Bdes, who, during the night called out several times 
from extreme pains, and the next morning was barely able to move him- 
self; that between nin« and ten o'clock the next morning, th^ whole of tlie 
impressed seamen were again ordered on the cjuarter depk, and stationed, 
except deponent and Edes; that while the examination 'was going on, the 
captain' of the Thomas and Sarah was coming on board j but was prevented 
bv the lieuteniant, who ordered th«i centinel to keep him off: that at about 
wven o'clock the captain of the Bnmswick came on board, ai^d at three 
o'ck)ck deponent was dlsbhai^ged, but ^e« retained. 

Sworn before EUPHALET LAPD. 

WiiUam Savage. Ju^ce of the peace, &c. * 

Fwrther extract from the prec^i&ng report of Timothy Pickermgt Etg. tecretary 
of etate, to Congretf. 

Riehard Carter, of the Fomona, of Portsmou^ impressed jtt the sane time 
with.Ladd and Edes, among other items cf his deposition, swore — •* he was 
.yioleotly forced into a boat, and STRUCK TWICE ^ITB A DRAWN 
CUTLASS by one of th^ officers of the press gang ; and two men with pisr 
tols pkced over this deponent, vrho loaded their pietoU in tlie pretence ^ thiedC' 
ponent^ and threatened to blow out hit braine if he attetAptedto tnove or tpeak: 
^d then they carried this deponent and^John Edes, one of the seamen ok the 
ship Thomas aiid Sarah, an American citizen, whom they had alse seize4 
on board the ship of war, the Brunswick ; and this deponent saith, on getting, 
on board the Brunswick;, this deponent and the ssdd John Edes were or* 
dered to go on the quaver deck, where Mr. Harris,' the first lieutenant of 
the sud sh4),abus.ed this deponent and ^ud John Edes; and cave them in 
chaige to the master of said wip, idiOe hp'went to look for the boatswsdn's 
mate ; and fOon afler returned with the ooatswam'^ mate, whom he order- 
zed to take this deponent and the said John Edes, pd to beat them • in obe- 
dience to which oraers, the said John £d^, and this deponent were severely 
beaten, particularly this deponent, tl^e said boatswain's mate doubling a rope 
«f about three inches and a half thick, BATING 'TOiS DEPONENT WITli 
GREAT VIOLEVCB OVER THE HEAI>, PACE; SHOULI^RS, BACK 
AND STOMACH, UNTIb HE H4D TB^EU HIMSELF • ! ! and then he 
gave the same rope to one pf the mariners of the, said ship Brunswick; and he 
also severely beat this deponent in the teme manner ! ! and this deponent saith, 
he received upwards of a hundred blows ! ! and' was thereby greatly bruised, 
and his &ce cut, and his stomach, as well internally as externally injured, sj 
tkitt thii deponent brought up a quantity of r bfood for several days. 
Sworn before me, 

, WUJJAM S AVJIGE 
To avoid prolixity, J haVe omitted the residue of thi^ deposition.. 
The deponent was liberated by habeaa corpas. 

Annexed to this deposition is that of die phjrsician^ who attend- 
ed Richard Carter, who declared, that 

** Prom the ntuation in which he found the said Carter, he verihr befieved 
he had been very severely beaten some days previous, his blood being vei^ 
much extravasated: and from the appearance of the bruises, it must have been 
done with a thick rope.'* 

1 know not in what terms to pour oat my abhorrence and 
ind^ation at the abominable scenes depicted in tlie pre- 
cedu^ depositions and narratives* Language fails in tb^ 
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attempt Shaime, disgrace, dishonour, aad tnfiEUiij, will attend 
the councils and councellors of America, for the base submission 
to such monstrous cruelty. The outrage ought to. have been met 
at the threshold,—- Atonement to the suflGbrers ought to haVe been 
made at the public expense, that is, as* far as sadi horrible bjn* 
ries can be atoned for— «nd a demand made for re-nayment of 
the money thus employed. If not complied with, full and com- 
plete retaliation ought to have taken place. 



CHAPTER XXXVI. 

Imfressment during; the admini8h'(iHon of Mr. J^erson. Let- 
Ur from RufusKing. Arrangement with Lord 8t. Vtnceni 
rejected hv Mr. King. Memorials from Salemy ^ew-Forky 
Fhiladelphiaj Baltimore^ dnd J^Tewfiaven. Murder of Capt- 
teanPearee. Proceedings of Federal BejnMieans of Mwh-Fork. 

, From Bitfut £m^, Etq. to the Secretary 0/ Suae. 

*' Sot— As toon as the war appealed to me unavoidable, I thot^t it advi. 
^le to renew the attempt to form ah arrangement with the BritSh gt>yeni- 
ment for the protection of our seamen. With this ^iew, I had several con- 
ferences, both with lord How^esbuij and Mr. Adding^on, who avowed il 
sincere disposition to do whatever mig^t be in their power to prevent the 
dissatis^ction on this subject, that bad so frequentiy manifest^ itself dur- 
ing the late war : (CJ^with veiy candid professions, I, however, found seve- 
ral objections, in discussing the subject with the first lord of the admiralty. 
Lord Uawkesbury having promised to sigh any arrangement upon the sub- 
ject that I should conclude with lord St Vincent, 1 endeavoured to qualify 
•nd remove the objecti«ns he offered to our project : and finally, the. day 
before I left London, iord St Vincent, consented to the following regulations ; 

« 1. No seaman or seafaring person shall, upon the high seas, and with- 
out the jurisdiction of either puly> be demanded or taken out of any ship 
or vessel belonging^ to the citizens or ^objects of 6ne of the other parties, 
by the public or pnvate armed ships or men of war belonging to or in the 
service ot the other party ; and strict orders shall be given ror the due ob- 
servance of this ehgagement 

**% Each party will prohibit its citizens or subjects from chndesdnely 
concealing or canying away from the territories or colonial possessions of 
the other, any seamen belong'mg to the other party. 

«<3. The regulations shaO be in force for five years, and no longer. 

"On parting with his lordship, I enga^d to draw up, in the form of 
a convention, and send him these articles, m the coarse of^ the evening, ^lio 
promised to forward them, with his approbation, to lord Howkesbury. I ac- 
cdrdingly. prepared and sent the draft to hif^lonlship, who sent me a letter 
in the course of the night, stating that on further reflection he was of opin- 
ion, that the narrow seas should be expressly excepted, they having been, as 
his lordship reiharked, immemorially considered to be within the dominion 
of Great Britain ; that with this correction he bad sent the proposed con- 
vention to lord Howkesbury, who, his lordship presumed, would not sign it 
before he should have consulted the judge <^ tho high coOrt oi admiralty. 
Sir WiUiamScott 
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« At I had su(>poood»lrom the tenor of my confevencet with Lord St Vin- 
cent, that the doctrine of the more chtuawn would not be revived against us 
on ^ia occasion, but that England would be content with the limited juris- 
diction, or donunion over the aeaa; adjacent to her teirxtorie^ which is as* 
signed ' by the laWof natioils to other states I was not a little disappointed 
^ receiving this CQ in iianication; and titer weighing weJH the nature of the 
principle^ and the disadvantages of its admission, / amclAded to abandon tkt 
wegodaUtn rather than to acqidt^ee in the doctrine it proposed to e$tabU*ht 

** I regret, not to have been abl^ to put this business on a satistkctory fool- 
ing, knowing, as I do, its veiygraU importance to both parties. But 1 iat< 
ter myself that I have not misjudged ^he interests of our country, in refunhg:^ 
to sanction a principk that might be productive, of more extensive eviio than those 
ittoao our aim to prevent'*. - 

This is a most important document, and must nerer for an in- 
stant be overlooked in forming a decision on the question of im* 
{iressment. Mr. Kiti2 was united ^th, and a leader among those 
men who were lately uunting down Mr. Madison, and preparing 
the way for anarchy and civil wan and tl^e chief pretence was 
the stand Mr. Madison made against impressment Neverthe- 
less, we find that he took the same ground himself— 4md that it 
is indisputably true, that more than one half of die miseries of our 
poor, oppressed,- and enslaved seamen are chargeable to his ac- 
count. And whatever fnay be the maledictions which his friends 
are showering down upon Mr. Madison, a double portion of them 
has been richly eamea br Mr. King. For it ai>pears, that l\fid he 
been so disposed, he might have rescued <^r sailors from the hor- 
rors of slavery, every wh^re but pn the narrow seas, which would 
have greatly abridged their sufferings, as well as our*c6mplaints 
against Great Britain. I^nd yet lately with a most wonderful 
andliideous decree of inconsistency, he was, as I have stated, 
persecuting ana trying to crush^Mr. Madison for the attempt to 
protect our seamen,- in whose favour he formerly displayed such a 
nighd^ree of solicitqde! 

To evince how universal has been the indignation of our mer* 
panfile citizens against the oppression' jof, and cruelties perpe- 
trated upon our seamdh, I annex impressive extracts from dociv 
nents on the subject. 

Extract from a Memorial to ConXrreio of the inhflbilantt of Salem Janxiarg, 

20, 1806. 

«. Tour memorialists are >oriy, that other instancs of bosdle conduct have 
4>een manifested by Great Britain, less direct in their nature, but not less 
derogatory from our sovereignty than those enumerated THE IMPRESS- 
MENT OF OUR SEAMEN, notwithttandine^ cfeoi' proof of dtizenthip, the vio- 
lation of our jurisdiction by captures at uie mouths of our harbours, and 
inAilting treatment of our ships on the ocean, are subjects worthy of the se- 
rious connderation of our national councils; and will, we have no doubt, •re- 
ceive an early, prompt, and decisive attention." 

Signed in behulf or the inhabitants, by their authority; 

John Hathome, Benjamin Crown'uishield^ j^nr- 

Joseph Spmgue, Joseph White, junr, 

Jonathan Mason, , ^osepL Stoiy. 
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MhOractfrom aMmorial nf a general meeting rfmaxhmUi of N'etO'Ttrk, Dec. 

''Butit isnot (m tacimiit of our pecdniuT losses Akme that we onnplain. 
The coQStaDcy atid val«ur of tht seanien of toe Ciiited Stat^ are justly themes 
ofpsftriotic exultation. From their comiexion wit|i us, we conader their 
cause as our causey their rights as our right; their interests a^uuriiiteresta. 
Our feelings are indignant at the recital of their wrongs." 

This heautiful and Bublime piece of con^position, .which does 
equal honour to Ibhe head and heart ot the writer, is signed bj a 
committeis pf forty -nine per9on?9 whose names may be seen, page 
90 of this work. Many of these, eentlemen Have betrayed their 
honour. Thej have not redeemed the solemn pledge that accom- 
panied this morceau. 'I hey have most indubitably done all ii| 
their power to fasten the horrors of impressment, with adaman- 
tine chains, on those illustripugfuen, ^^ wbpse cause-^whose rights 
r^whose interests-r-they considered as their own cause— their own 
right8-*-their own interests." For no man beyond the rank of 
an ideot, can doubt that every step taken to cripple the govom- 
ment-— which same they lately plfiyed on a large scaler— was a 
step towards laying the nation, t^ed neck and heels, at the. feet 
ot England, to prescribe what terms she pleased, and of course t^ 
perpetuate the miseries of impressment* 

Eoctrattfnm the memorial of the merchontt ^Philadelphia to Cengreau Jhceiu- 
Aer,.1865. 

^ That our teamen shoul^be expoted to the l^fEANEST INSULTS, AND 
MOST WANTON CRUELTIES, and the fniits of our industry and enter- 
prize, fall a prey to the profligate, cannot but excite both feeline[>'and indigns. 
tion» and call loudly for the aidandinrotection of gOTemnrant*^ 

Some of the gentlemen who signed this petition, stand in pre-' 
cisely tKe same situation a^ «ome of the signer^ of New-Tor^. 
•The observations made on these^-of course apply to those. 

^Eactraet from the Memorial of the merchant^ of BaUimoire^ dated Janu^ty 2L 

.1806, , . ^ ■ ^ r 

^ Tour memorialists will not trespass upon your time with a .recital of the 
Tarious acts by which our coasts and even our ports and harboiUrs have heen 
converted into scenes of violence and depredation— and out gaOant cotmtr^ 
men oppretoed ont( peroecuted,'* 

Extractfrom o Memorial to Congrem of the merchontt of J^evhofoen^ agreed t^^ 

Feb. 7, 1806. 

« In re^ to THE IMPRESSMENT OF AMERICAN SEAMEN, your 

men^oriabsts feel in common with their fellow citizens, a lively indlgnatxn 
at the abuses of power often ex^tcised by British officers upon American dti- 
zens. We have full confidence that the government of the Umted States 
will adopt and pursue such measures for restraining these injurious proceed- 
ing^ as tne honour and interest of the United State nuty require.** 

After the murder of Captaip Pearce^ entering the port of 
New-Yorky by Captain TVliitbj, of thQ Lesnu^r, ^min i^e 
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jt&risdiciioa of the United States, there were meetings held in va- 
Hous parts of the country, to'express their aibhorrence of the out- 
i-a^e. On the 26th. of April, 1806, at .the Tontine Coffee House 
in I^ew-York, there was a numerous and very respectable meeting 
pf federalists, who appointed* Bufus Mng^ Ebenezer Stevens^ 
Oliver Wolcott, William W. Woolsey, and Williani Henderson^ 
to draw up und report a set of resolutions f6r the occasion. In . 
their report, which wa^ unanimously agreed to, was the following 
^hillippic, against the administration for permitting IMPRESS- 
MENT among other grievances, 

*' Resolved, that the sufTeriiig foreign armed ships to station theiDselves 
•fir our harbour, and there to stop, search, and capture our vessels, — to IM- 
PR£SS» WOU^D, AND MURDER OUR CITIZENS is a gross and crimin- 
al neglect of the hi^est duties of government; and that an administration 
which patientlv perouts thosame; is not entitled to the confidence of a brave 
and free people* 

** Resolved, That the murder of John Pearce, one of our ieUow citizens, by 
a shot from a British ship of war, at the entrance of our harbour, and ^thin 
half a mile of the shore, while he was eng^qg^ed in peaceably navigating a coast* 
ing vessel, laden with provisions for our market, was iui act that' excites our 
detestation and /ibhorrence; and calls upon our government tor the adop- 
tion of propapt and vigorous measures to prevent a repetition c^such wanton 
and inhuman conduct, and so flagrant a violation of our sovereignty." 

Some of ray readers may not know— 4mt it is perfectly proper 
{hat all should know, that Captain Whitby was brought to tri^ 
in England, and honourably tiquitted. For the murder of Pearcci, 
no atonement has been madei It still cries shame and di^;race 
•n his cohntrymen; 



CHAPTER XXXVIL 

Documents on Impresgment continued, 

. JkpouHon of haac Clark. 

^ I, Inac Clark, of Salem, in the coun^ of Essex, and commonwealth of 
Ifassachos^tta, on solemn oath, declare; that I was bom in the town of 
Sandc^b, in the coopbr of Norfolk; have sailed out of Salem aforesaid, about 
teven years; that on the 14th. of June, 1809, 1 was impressed and forcibly ta* 
ken iromthe ship Janie, of Norfolk,^ by the shdling master (his name was Car) 
of bismajet^*s ship Porcu{Hne, Robert EUioit, commander.. I h^ a protec- 
tion from the custom-house in ^aletn, which I showed to captain Elliott: he 
' swore that I was an Bn^hmaa; tore iiity prote^on to pieces before my eyes, 
and threw it overboara, and ordered me to |^ to work. 1 told him I did 
not bek>ng to his flag, and I would do no work under it He then ordered my 
Im to be put in irons, and THR NEXT MORNING ORDERED THE 
MASTER AT AHMS TO TAKE ME .ON DECK, AND GIVE MB TWO 
DOZEN LASHES; after receiving them, he oMered him to keep me ib 
lirons, and ^ve one biscuit: ahd one piht Of water for 24houn. AHer keep- 
ing: me in this situation one week, I was brought on deck, and asked by cap- 
tain EUiot^ if I would go to my duty On my refusing; he ordered me to 
^P> CT ^^ me up a second time, and gajire me two dozen more, and kept 
me on the same allowance another week — ^then ordered me on deck agam, 
asked if I would go to worL I still persisted that I was an American: and 
that he bad no right to ctHmnand my servicciiy imd I would do no work on 
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board his ship. He told me he would punish me until I wis 'willing to wor^ 
tnd gsre me the third two doaen lashes, ordered a Tery hea^y diaia put 
xoui^ my neck, (such as they had used to sliBg the Wer yard) 'fiistened to a 
png bolt in the deck, and that ho person, except the master at arms, should 
speak tome, or give me any thine to eat or drink, hut one biscuit and one 
^int of water for 34 hours, tmtil I would go to work. I was kept in ihJB 
situation for nine weeks, when being ext aust^d by hunger and thirst,! was 
obliged, to yield. Af^er being on bwd the ship more than two years and m 
half, and b«ing wounded in an action with a French irigate, I was sent to the 
hospital. When partiallv recovered!, I was sent on board the Impremable, 
98 gun ship. My wound growing worse, I was returned to the hospital when 
the American consul received a copy of my protection Irom Salem, and pro- 
cured my discharge on the 29th. of April last. There were sevfen impressed 
Americans on board the Porcupine, three of whopi had entered. 

ISAAC CLABK. 
Eitex. M, JVf . 23, 1812. 
" Then Isaa6 dark personally a^eared, and made solemn oath that the 
facts in the for^eoing declaration, by him made and subscribed, were true in 
til their parts--hefore 

JOHN PUNCH ARD, > Justices of tfie peace, 
M. TOWNSEND. > and of the quorum. 

From Com, Bodgen to the Secretary qf the JVaty. 

U.S.Friffote Pretident, Boston^ Jan, l^^lZtZ. 
** Sir — ^Herewith you will receiTe*twa muster books, of his Britauuiic ma- 
jn^s vessels. Moselle and Sappho, found on board the British packet 
Swallow. 

'< As the British have ^ways denied that they detained on board their ships 
of war, American citizens, knoyring them to be such, I send you the enclosed, 
as a public document of their own^ to prove how ill such an assertion accords 
with their practice. 

^ It will appear by ^esc two muster books that so late as August ,las^ 
about an eighth pibt of the Moselle and Sappho^ crews were Americans; 
consequentlv,4f there is bnty a quarter part of that pfoportion on board their 
other vessek; that they have an infinitely greater /lumber of Americans ill 
their service than any American has jfX had an idea of 

'* Any further Comment of nune on this subject, I .consider unnecessary; a» 
the documents speak too plain for themselves. I have the honfour to be &c. 

JNO.RODGER8. 
V The hon. Paul Hamilton, Secretaiy Of the Navy.»> 

EaOract qf a letter from Commodore Porter to M. Caretf, dated . 

Washington, July 15, ldl5. 
*« After closing my letter of this ttiomin^, I receiv«i yours of yesterdays 
and as the only means of procuring the intormation required,^ have consuhad 
Commodore Rodgers, who infonns me that there appeared on the muster 
bodes of the Moselle and Sappho, the names of from tmr^-five to for^ men, 
who were reported. to the admiralty office, as impressed Amencan seamen. 
The pUces of their nativity are also ncAed.' The complement of men for 
eachof these vessels was about 160. With respect, &c . * 

0A VID PORTER. 

*' I Beekman Tir Plank HofiVnan, of the town of Poughkeepoe, do certify, 
that I am a lieutenant in the United States' navy/ that 1 was a lieutenant on 
board the Constitution in the action and capture of the Java) and was sent on 
board that vessel; and, after the crew were removed, set her on fire; and bk^ 
her up. 

•' Among the crew of the Java; THIRTBEN IMPRESSED AMERICAK 
SEAMEN were found, three of whom hadentered the Britiflh service, and 
were left: the other ten were liberated as Americans.** 

^ ., B.V.HOFFMAK. 

P«ighk«cpsie^ Apia 1% 1818# 

/ 
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*«Richaid Thompitm, being sworn, saith that he is a native of New Paltz 
opposite Poughkeepsie; that he sailed from Wihxungton about the 28th of 
April, 1810, on board the brig- Warren, Wm. Kelljr captain, for CJork. On 
the homeward passage, in September following, he was impresf^ed and taken 
bn board the Peacock, a British sloop of war, and compelled to do his 
dut}r, that while on board that Teasel, he made many unsuccessful attempts 
to write to his friends, to inform them of his situation. He tiu^er saith, that 
afker he had heard of the war, himself and two other impressed American 
ieamen who were on board the Peacock, went aft to the captain; ckimed to 
be considered as American prisoners of war; and refiised to ^ duty any 
longer, 

« We were ordered off the quarter deck, and the captain called for the 
master at arms, and ordered us to be put in irons. We were then kept in 
irons about twenty-four hours, when we were taken out, brought to the gang- 
way, STRIPPED OP OUR CLOTHF^, TIED AND WHIPPED, BACH 
ONE DOZEX \ND A JIALF LASHES, AND PUT TO DUTY. 

*« He ftirther saith, that he was kept on board the Peicock, and did duty till 
the action with the Horrtet After the Hornet hoisted American colours, he 
9nd the other impressed Americans again went to the captain of the Pea* 
cook, asked to be sent below; said it was an American ship, and that they 
did not wish to fi^^t against their country. The captain ordered us to our 
quarters; called midshipman Stone to his duty; and if we did not do our duty; 
TOBlX)W OUR BRAINS OUT; "aye, ave!" wai answered liy Stone, who 
M«i heid apUtol at my breast, and orJerea us tb our places. We then con* 
tinued at o.ur places, and were compelled to 6eht till the Peacock struck^ 
and we were liberated ailer about two years and eight months." 

liis 
RICHARD X THOMPSON. 
mark. 

Pouj^ikecpsiei AprU 17, 1813. 

Read truer and Hffned } JOSEPH ft ARRIS, 
m the preaenee </ 5 JOHN S. FRIAR. 

^xtrat^ from th» Ug book of an ojficer on board hit majetty's sUp Gtterriere, in 
the acHomxdththe CoMtitution, 

" The Guerriere was a frigate of 1080 tons burden, taken from tlie Ppench 
in 1806; and had 302 men and bo>-s belonging to her. There were ten Ame- 
rican teamen on board, who had belonged to her for some years. — But as the 
declaration of war against Great Britain was not known when she sailed, there 
had been no opportunity^ discharge them; and .captain Dacres consider- 
ing it as unjust to compe} a native of the Umted States to fight against his 
countrymen, granted them perrav«ion to quit their quarters and go below.'* 

Captain Dacres, in. his address to tKe court martial bj which he 
was tricdjstates this fact in the following terms: 

** What considerably weakened my quarters, was permitting the Americans 
belonging to the ship, to quit their quarters on the enemy hoisting the co- 
loars of that nation, which, thou|^ it deprived me of the men, I thought it 
waimjrdaty.** • 

Boiton, Feb.6, 1813. 
'* Died at Boston, on the 3d instant, on board the frigate President, God- 
fey Hyer, seaa&en, aged 47. The deceased was a native of Rhode-Island, and 
was one of the numerous instances of iinpresiroent, which have been the 
cause of complaint against the English. He was taken on board an Ame- 
rican merchant ship, and though he never voluntarily entered their service, 
hte WIS detain^ from his countiy and his friends/our/tf^n year; during which, 
time he was present at seventeen engagemeatsb and gained the reputation rf 
^ ffood seani^ and a brave nyui. 
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M He. at length found means to escape; and on hb return to the Umted 
^tes, he immediately shipped on boani the President, where h)e continued 
jmtil hb decease — his conduct receiving the marked approbation of his com- 
humder and the other officers of the fngate. He was mterred on Thursdaj 
last atXharlestoWn — ^his funeral was attended by a lieutenant, eight midship- 
men, aJl the petty officers, and (ifty seamen of the ship: and the ceremonies 
werp performed by the chaplain In a manner highly solema and impressive.'* 

Frfmthe Botion Patriot, 
« My brother John Cand, of Woolwich, ih the District of Maine, was prest 
on board his majesty's irigate Majcedonian, on Ihe' lOth of June, 1810, from 
the ship Mount Hope, oi' Wnfcasset, and was killed on .board the Macedoni- 
an, in t!he battle with the United States, Commodore Decatur. A disconso- 
late wife and child are in moiuming and in sorrow, for the loss of a husband 
and parent, on whom they wfere dependent'* 

. JOSBPH CANIX 
" The following liarrativef of an impressed American, will shew 
not only th^ disgraceful manner in which American saiiOrshaTe 
heen forciblj dragged into a foreign service, but the treatment 
they receive in consequence o^ refusing to ^ght against their 
country. 

** I John Nichols^ a native of Durham, stAte of Massachusetts^ relate and 
say, tliat 1 sailerl from Portland in thjC ship Franklin, commanded by James 
Marks, as chief mate, bound to Liverpool, where we arrived the seventh day 
of Febnian*, 1809. The same day I yfas taken by a press gang, comingfrom 
my boaixling house to the shij>, and carried by them to tne rendezvous. 
Cooper's Row, and detained onfe jiight The next morning I gave the lieu- 
tenant inV i)i-otcction, and at tlie same time stated to them I was chief mate 
of the shi]j, also captain ^larks and Mr. VoHtt, su|>ercargo, came and were 
refused admittance. 

<* I then asked the lieutenant for my protection; he answered, <*I will 
give it to you \vith a hell to it;" and immediately tore it up before my face,^ 
and sent me on board, the guard rfiip Princess, where I remained one week, 
and was then sent round to Plmouth on board th6 Sah'ador guard shipi re- 
mained there one month, after which I waS drafted on board the Aboukir 
74, where 1 remained three yea^and fourteen days. 

^ \\l)en the wur broke out, I determined to give myself u)^ a prisoner of 
war, let the consequence be what it would. Consequently on the 58th. of 
October, I\^ent to the captain and gave myself up as a prisoner of war, and 
refused to do any more duty. Then he told me I was an Englishman, and if 
1 would not do duty, he would fiog me; and ordered me in irons, and kept 
me in irons 24 hours, aiter which I was taken io the gangway, and received 
one dozen with the cat op my bare back. 

" The captain then asked me if I would go to do duty. I told him no : I 
woud sooner die first He then put me m irons again for 24 hour^and 
orice more brought me to the gangpgvay, and received as before with the 
same questions, and answer as preceded} and the same was repeated four days 
successively, and f received four dozen on my naked back. 

" After"tiie foui'th day I was a prisoner at largos. The 26 day of December 
I was Sent to prison without my dothes, they being refused me by the cap- 
tain after abusing me in tlie most insulting manner: and all I ever received for 
my servitude waflf fourteen pounds. During impressment, 1 have used my* 
best endeavours to escape." JOHN NICHOLS. 

W'i>ntf»«, Jeduthan Upton. 

From the Sakm Register^ July, 1813. 
" Captain Upton has fiuniished us with a list of 128 American seamen, who 
had been impressed on board British ships of war, and deUvered up as pri- 
ipners of war, with the placofi of the jr nativity, the ships they were discharged 
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fcom, the time- they hare ■crred,aiid the number of Americans left on board 
&e diiferent ships at the time of their discharge. These were on boaixl 
fine prison ship, the San Antonio. Besides these, there were on board the 
Chatham prison ship, 320 men who have been delivered up in similar cir- 
cumstances. Many of these poor fellows had been detained more than 15 
years, and about 40 of the 128 on board the San Antonio belong to this 
Btate." . , 

To the editors of the M'lUiqnal Inxdligencer, 

"In the month of February, 1797, I belonged to tne ship Fidelity, captaki 
Charles Weems, lying in the harbour of St. Pierre's Martinique. About 
one o'clock Sunday morning, I was Awakened by a »oise 0|> the deck, and on 
going up, found tlie ship in possession of a press gan. In a few minutes all 
nands were forced out, and ordered into their boat, and in a heavy shower of 
rain conveyed on board the Ceres frigate. We tfcre ordered on the gui\ 
deck until day ligh^ by wliich time about 80 Americans ^^ere collected. 

•* Soon after ^unrise, the ship's crew were ordered into the Ci^bin to be 
overhauled. Ekch was questioned as to his name, Sec. when I was called on 
for my place of birth, and answered, Newcastle; Deleware.^ I'he captaiil af- 
fected not to hear the last; but said^" ** aye, Newcastle; he's a collier; the ve- 
lyman. I warrant him a sailo^. Send hinf ^own to the doctor." Upon, 
which a petty officer, whom I recogTiized as one of the press g^n^, made 
answer, **'sir, I know this fdlow. He is a schoolmate of mine, and his name 
is Kelly. He was born in Beliiist And, Tom, you know me well enough j 
ttj*so don't ^am yankee any more." "I thought," says the captain, «' he 
was a cowntiyman of my own; c3* but an Irishman's all oi)e — take him away." . 

** The next was a Prussian, who had shipped in Hambiu*gh, as a cavpenter 
of the JMelity in fifeptember, 1796. — He affected, when tjUeslioned, not to 
understand Bnglisb, but answered in Dutch. Upon which the captain 
iMighed, and said, «« this is no yankee. Sead him down, and let the quarter- 
master put him in tl^e mess with the other Dutchmen; they wit| undci'stand 
Inm, and the boatswain will learn him to talk English.^ He V^^abcordingly 
kept. 

** I was afterwards discharged by an order from Admiral Harvey, on the ap- 
plication of Mr. Craig, at that time American agent or^ice-consul. I further 
obsenred that (rj» fullone third of the crew were impressed Americans." 

JOHN DAVIS of Abel. 

JVory Yard, Oct. 12, 1813. 

Copy of a letter from Commodore Decatur to the secrttary of the navy* 

U. S. ehip United .%a/e«, JVVw London, March, 18, 1814. 

« Sir-— I have the honour to fbrward to you enclosed, a despatch receive^ 
by me from captain Capd, the commanding officer of the British squadron 
before this port, written in reply to an appHcatioa of mine, for the release 
of an American seamen, detained agaiAst his will on board the frigate Sta- 
tira. 

■ «« Hiram Thayer, born in the town of Greenwich, in the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, was impressed into the naval service ot Great Britain, in the 
month of August, 1803, and detuned ever ^ce. 

*- «« About six years ago,- when the .Statira was put in commission, he wag 
transferred to her, and has been Constantly on board her to this day. 

' " I am inTormedj'and in Cict it was stated by captain Stackpole to lieutenant 
Hamilton, who was charged with thc-fl^g, that- the late general Lyrhan, Our 
consul at London, made application to the Idrda commissioners for the dis- 
charge of Thayer, but they were not Skti§fied with tl^e evidence ofhis nativi- 
ity ; 

« John Thayer, the father of Hiram, assures me that tlie certificate of the 
selectmen, the town clerk, and the mmister of Greenwich, were forwarded 
sometime ago to Mr. Mitchell, the resident agent for American prisoners of 
wftr at Halifiuc; but does not know why he was not released then. 

"The son has written to his father, and informed him that onreprcseriting 
\^ <;«8e to captMA Stickpole, he tokl him, *< if they fell in with an Amcricu^ 
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man of war, and he did not do bis duty, CC^W' SHOULD BE TIED TO 
THE MAST, AND SHOT AT LIKE A DOG." 

** On Monday the 14th. inst John Thayer requested me'to aUow hi*n a fia^^, 
to go off to the enemy, and ask for the release of his son. This I granted ac^ 
once, and addrened a note to obtain Capel, stating that I feh persuisided tba^ 
the i^hcation of the fi^r, mimished as he was with conchuiTe eri- 
dence of the nativity and identity of the son, would induce an immediate or- 
der tor his di9chai]ge. • ■ 

''The reply is enclosed. The son descried his &ther at a ^stance in the 
boat, and told the lieutenant of the Statira that it was his fiither; and I under- 
stand the feelings manifested by the old man, on receiving the hand of bis 
•on, proved beyond all other evidence, the proper^ he had in him. There 
was not a doubt left on the nund o(a sin^e British officer, of Hiram Thayer'a. 
being an American citizen. And yet he is detained, not as a prisoner of war^ 
but COMPELLED, UNDER THE MOST CRUEL THREATS, TO SERVE 
THE ENEMB&S OF HIS COUNTRY. 

''Thayer has so recommended himself by his sobriety, industry, and sea* 
manship, as to be appointed a boatswain's mate, and is now servii^ in thaiC 
capaci^in the Statira: and he says there is due to him from the British gov. 
vemment about two hundred ang fifty pounds sterling. He has also assured 
bb father that he has always refused to receive any bounty or advance, lest be 
might afTor-l some pretext for denying him his di^harge whenever a proper 
Implication should be made for it I am, sir, with the highest conikideiation, 
your most obedient humble servant" 

Sl-EPHEN DECATUR. 
Extract from captain CapeVt later, eticloted. 
On board hit B. M. ffdp Laffogue, qf JV*. London, Mdixh 14, 1814 
^ Sir— J regret that it is not in my power to comply with your request in 
ordering the son of Mr. John Thayer to be dicharged from his majesty's diip 
Statira. But I will forward your application to the commander m chief, by 
the earliest opportunity, and I have no doubt he will order his immediate djs- 
carge.** lam, &c. 

THOMAS CAPEL, Captain, &a 
Extract of a letter from Commodore Decatur to the Secretary of the JVory- 

Mrw London, May 17tA18l4. 
"The enclosed. No. 2, is the copy of a note 1 addressed to captain Capel 
of his B M. ship La Hogue, on the subject of Barnard O'Brien, a native citi- 
zen of the United l^tates. In the boat that bore the flag of truce to the La 
Hogue, the father of the man in question went. 

•• Captain Capel would not permit him to see his son. He directed my of- 
ficer to inform me that he would answer my despatch the next day, idnce 
when I have not heard from him." 

Letter to Captain Capel 
€t Sir— At Ae solicitation of Mr. Barnard O'Brien, whose son is now on 
board his Britannic Majesty's ship La Hogue under ^our coounand, I have 
nanted a fla^ 6f truce, conducted hj lieutenant Hamilton, with permission 
tor Mr. O'Brien to attend it His object is to effect the liberation of his son, 
a native citizen of the United States. He bears with him a copy of the re- 
cord of the town of Groton in the state of Connecticut, sijErned by the town 
clerk and select men, as also a certificate from a number of respectable men 
in Groton, proving his nativity. With these documents I camiot doubt that 
he will effect the purpose of hb visit" ^ 

C Signed J STEPHEN DECATUR 

«* Sir-rWe the undersigned take the liberty to solicit your asiustance in 
behalf of Mr. Bernard O'Brien, in obtaining his son's letease frtHn the British 
ship La Hogue, off^New London. 

*' We are well acquainted with the young man, and know him to be an 
American bom cit izen. His letter to his 'fiither, dated on beard the La Hogue, 
the 24th. of March, is sufficient proof of his being on board (which letter will 
be shewn you.) If yoa can give any aEaistai|ce in <rf)tain'mg his release* either 
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by letting Mr. O'Brien go to the ship by a flag of tmce, or in any other 
^ay, will be considered a particular favour conferred on sir> your most obe- 
dient servants." 

Gerard Galley, Geo. A. ^uUeman, 

Nath. Kimball, ' Ro. S. Aveiy, 

Jos. Tuttle, , Erastus T. Smith. 

P. S. The young man's name is Barnard O'Brien, son of Barnard O'Brien, 
and his wife Elisabeth O'Brien. He was bom in the town of Groton, Janu- 
aiy 29th 1785. Extract from the records B/the tonam of Oroton. 

A, true copy^ certified per Jmos X Mies, iowm Clerk. 
** I certify that Amos A. Niles is town clerk for Groton, and that I believe 
the above certificate to be a true and. correct .reeord of Barnard O'Brien's 
birth' 1 do also cerdfy that I have known th9 said Barnard O'Brien from his 
youUi. 
; David Groton, April 7th, 1814. 

NOVES BARBER, Selectmanfor Grotot^ 



CHAPTER XXXVIIL 

Subject of Impressment concluded. 

I HAVE now, as nearly in chronological' order as. possible, 
brought this odious, this detestable subject, to the last act of 
<|ic drama. •. " ' 

Some of the actors, who stood on hi^ ground in tiie opening 
of .the piece, sink far below par in this act. They stand in con- 
igpicuous stations, and possess great influence on pur destinies and ' 
those of our posterity. I regard it therefore as an imperious dun 
ty to canvass their conduct fully and completely, and to cite them 
to the bar of the public, which I thus do in the most solemn man- 
ner. 

Two of the gentlemen to whom I refer, are Timothy Pickering 
and Rufus Kins, Esqrs. whose opimons and conduct on this im- 
portant topic, have been, at different periods, in as direct Hostil- 
ity to each otiier, as day and night— truth and falsehood. 

The reader has seen how lau£bly, how zealously, how patrioti- 
cally both these ffentleraen, on the subject of impressment, for- 
roeny contendea for and defended the rights of their country — 
' as well as opposed and stiu^led against the exorbitant and ^ in- 
admissible claims of EnglandT 

They were lately united with the Oti^es, the Blakes, the Han- 
sons, and the Websters, who appeared determined to <<put down" 
yes, reader, ^put down'* b the word— it is stfong, significant, and 
nnequivocaJr— I say, << to put dovon the administration^^ for strenu« 
oosly insisting on those nghtsy— for attempting to shield the sea-r 
man from the u-on grasp of his enslaver. '' ' ^ 

Thb is a clear case. I state it in brief. Either Messrs. Pick- 
ering, and King were extravagant in their demands formerly, and 
endangered the peace of their . country by preferring exorbitant 
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and unjast claims aa a nation, ^ the bulumrk of our hol^ rdU 
gum^^'^^*^ struggling for her saZuation'*— and fighting the battles 
of Christendom against Jintichrist and his host^^^r they were 
toithless to that country of late, and were using their best endea* 
▼ours, for factiouspurposes, to defeat her in die effort to procure 
simpleiiistice.' There is no other alternative. Let them choose 
for them^tes. Let the public ratify or reject the choice. I 
merejy state the case* 

Neyer was there a more striking a revolting instance of 
the deleterious spirit of faction and of its power to deaden all- 
the ^er imd more honourable feeling of human nature, tfailn 
this question exhibits. It is disgraceful and humiliating to4he 
human species. High minded American merchants, possessed of 
idunense fortunes— ^enjoying in profusion all the luxuries and de- 
licacies this world afltords— and owing all ihwe manifold bless- 
itigs to the labours, the skill, and the industi^ of our sailors— 
but ungratefully regardless of the agents by whonv.they procnje 
them, and blinded by party spirit^ regard with ca\m and stone- 
hearted apathy the miseries ol impress oient. They are not mere- 
ly indifferent to the. sufferings of the unfortunate seamen, << pur^ 
loined bj^ men-stealers,^^ from all their humble blessings, and 
dragging out a miserable existence in slavery of the most galling 
kind^witb a rqpc'5 end ready tb punish them for murmuring out 
their sorrows. No.' They are not, I repeat, merely indifferent. 
They throw themselves into the scale of their enemies. They de- 
ride the idea of struggling for the security of a few sailors, whmn^ 
in the face of heaven and earth, they falsely call vagabonds from 
England, Ireland, and Scotland, whom our government is wicked- 
ly protectiiigat the hazard of the ruin of their country! Almigh- 
ty father! To^feit an ebb is man capable of dQScendu^ Let us 
suppose ior a moment that the illustrious Hull, Jodes, Perry, Por- 
ter, Decatur, M^Donough, or any other of thaf constellation of 
heroes, who have bound their country's brows with a virreath of im- 
perishable glory, had been pressed by a Cockbum, their proud 
spirits subject^ to his tender mercies, and crushed by the gall- 
ing chain- and the rope's end! What a scene for a painter — ^what 
a subject for contemplation— what a never-dying dis^ce to 
those whose counsels would persuade the nation to submit to such 
degradation! 

There is one strong and striking poinf of view in which the 
subject of impressment may be considered, and which really 
renders the tame acquiescence in it, which is now contended 
for, pregnant with awful results. |C7* England has impressed 
from our ships^ Danes^ Swedes, and Baliansy as tpell as native 
4mericms, WE HAVE SUBMITTED TO IT. ^ Au^ 
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^Ifr. Ackeringy Mr. King^ Governor Strongs H. G. Otis^ *e. 
plead in favour of stibmission. If this be just, what r^t, I de- 
tnand, have we to prevent al) belligerents whatever, and at all 
times, from copying the example? Suppose France, Spain, and 
Italy, at war. Are not the cruisers ol each njation justified in 
searching our vessels for the subjects ot* the powers to which thej 
respectively belong, and as fully entitled to enslave the Danes, 
Portuguese^ Swedes^ and Englishmen on boards |CI?*fls the Bri-- 
Ush cruisers are to enslave Frenchmen^ Spaniards^ Danes, aud Por^ 
tugiiese9 This is a horrible view of the subject, and curdles the- 
blood in my veins. There is no calculating the extent or the 
enormity of the evil. 

I must resume this topic. It is too important to be dismissecf 
in a single paragraph. It des.erves volumes. Would to Heaven 
an abler pen were engaged in the discussion. * 

That British cruisers have been in the constant habit of impress- 
irigi without any scruple, and that they regard it as their right 
to impress, Danes, Portuguese, Frenchmen, Italians, and all other 
foreigners found on board our vessels, is true, or Timothy Pick- 
ering, Rufiis King, and Judge Marshall, have disgraced and dis- 
honoured thcmsebres by asserting most awful falsehoods. To 
their evidence on the subject, which is detailed above, I refer tjie 
reader. 

If Great Britain has a right to impress Frenchmen, or Span- 
idrcls, or Dutchmen, on board our vessels, France, Spain, and 
Holland, have an eiiual right to impress Englishmen. Nothing 
c^ be more clear. Let us proceed. 

The British captains assert that they find it diflScult or impos- 
sible to discriminate between Englishmen and Am^icans. It 
must be farmorc difficult for French captains. And they will 
be still more excusable for any wisfo^'es— *and for enslaving Ame- 
ricans instead of Englishmen. What a frightful fate has Taction 
prepared for our ill-starred sea-faring citizens! 

I have stated that Messrs* Pickering, King, Strong, Sft. « con- 
tend for submission to impressment." This r€<|uires e;(planation. 
They do not, it is true, in words, contend for impressment. But 
tills was the inevitable result of their late course of proceedings; 
fot" as I have already stated, and beg to repeat, they laboured 
most indefatigably to destroy the present administration, princi- 
pally for the stand made to put an end to impressment; and the 
consequence of the violent opposition made to the government on 
the subject^ lias been to oblige it to postpone the discussion of that^ 
iinportant question. 

A committee of the legislature of Massachusetts was appointed, 
al a late sessioB, to enquire int« the affair of inipressmentJ The 
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object of the appointment was to damn the character of the ac^mip^ 
istration, by diminishinfi; the enormity of thia high-handed 
oftence, against which me Levitical law pronounced sentence of 
death: — 

" He that stealeth a man— and selleth him — or if he be found 
in his hand, he shall be put to death." 

It is painfut to state— but it is my duty to state to (he world 
that this committee by no means did justice to the subject. They 
acted with most palpable partiality. They reported — wonderful 
to tell — impossible to believe — tliat at the commencement of the 
war, the number of impressed Americans belonging to ^e great 
commercial state of Massachusetts, on board ^British vessels of 
war, was " onl^ eleven / / /"* — ^Yes — reader; — it is really eleven 
I have read it SIX times over, io convince myself that I was not 
mistaken. But i,t is absolutely true, that a committee of the le« 
gislature of Massachusetts aid repoft .to that body, that at the 
commencement of the war, THERE WERE BUT " ELEVEN^^ 
IMPRESSED MASSACHUSETTS SAILORS on board the 
vessels of his Britannic majesty. 

Now, reader, let me request you to consult the preceding do- 
cuments carefully — and observe , 

1. That there were ten Americans on board the Gruerriere, at 
the time of her engagement with the Constitution. This is es- 
tablished by the log MK)k of one of her officers.! 

2. That there were thirteen Americans on board the Java,^ 
when she was captured by Bainbridge.y 

3.^ That there were on board the Moselle and Sappho, as ap- 
pears by the muster^books of those vessels, at least thirty five im- 
pressecf Americans.§ 

4. That these plain facts stand on such ground as neither Tim-- 
othy Pickering, Kufus King, govei^or Strong, George Cabot, 
Harrison Gray Otis, Daniel Webster, or A.C. nanson will dare 
t<5 dispute. I hereby publicly challenge them to a denial. 

5. That I have thus clearly and indisputaJbly established, 
that on board of four vessels there were 10, ana J 3, and 55 

♦ Road t& Ruin, No. IV. f See page 211 t See lieutenant .Hoffman's certi- 
ficate, page 210. 

B It would be unfair and uncandid not to state, that Commodore Bainbridge 
deposed on the 20tb. of February, 1813, before a committee of the House of - 
Representatives of the state of Massachusetts, that diere was but one impress* 
ed American on board the Java, when he cwtured her. This statement he ^ 
qualified in a subsequent communication, and, as fiir aiH I understand the fet- 
ter, admits that there were two more. But tf we wholly omit the Java, in 
consequence of the stupendous contnidiction between the certificate of lieuL 
Van Hoffman and the deposition of Commodore Bainbridge; it wiU not mi^ 
teriallj affect the above calculation. There will remain about 45 impressed 
American seamen on board three British m^n of war. 

4 See Commodore Porter's letter, page 310. 
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American slaves^ being — an averaob of fourteen to each. 

6. That there are about 500 British vessels constantly in 
icommission. 

7. That an average of fourteen amounts to 7000 on board 
the British fleet. 

8 That this statement corresponds pretty exactly with the 
records of the secretary of state's office. 

' And then, reader, decide what judgment must be passed on 
the committee when they gravely state that there were on 
hoard the British vessels of war only eleven natives of Massa- 
chusetts / / / It makes me sick to reflect on such obliquity 
of mkid, and such monstious perversion of &ct. 

It is, however, true that this committee, though tlie world 
is grossly deceived by the form of expression in the report, 
Imve a salvo to prevent establishing against them the charge 
of falsehood. They state that these are results " as far as 
th^r enquiries went.** But this saving clause escapes the 
mass of readers. They fasten on the strong allegation, that 
« the administration went to war for impressed seamen; and 
that there were only eleven natives of Massachusetts impress^ 
erf." All the- rest escape notice. 

« As far ds their enquiries toent^^ is a very equivocal ex- 
pression. iPhey may have stopped at the threshold— or they 
toay have gone half way— or they may have gone through the 
busine!48 completely. That their ehquuries did ^ot go very 
fiur is however pretty certain. 

*^ The words " American slaves,^^ will startle some delicate 
ears. This strong expression is nevertheless correct* 
When an* Algerine corsair attacks ene of our vessels, and 
seizes it and tlve crew,-^^ latter are justly regarded as 
daves. — Fet their case is far beUer than that of Hie Ameri- 
cans impressed by British cruisers. The Algerine slaves work 
for task masters. 8o do the British slaves. The Algerine 
slaves are fledged if they refuse " to do their duty. * ^ are 
tbe British, ihe Algerine slaves have but poor fare. So 
have the British. Thus far they are on a parallel. But 
here the parallel ceases. — The Algerine slave is never forced 
to jeopardize his life in battle — he is never forced to point 
a ffin that may slaughter his countrymen* But this the 
British slave must do, or << be tied to the mast and SHOT 
AT LIKE A DOG! !!''t Is he not then the most misera- 
ble of slaves ? 



* The idea which it dilated on in this par^raph n^ust have been suggested 
Uj a perusal of the Wtekhr Register, VoL m. page 349. Of this I was not 
aware when 1 wrote it- I have recently made the ^sooveiy in the exaroi- 
taiion of that in invaluable vroA, 



t See CoBonodore Deeator^s letter, page 31^ 
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When the preceding chapter was written, I had not aeeri 
the report of the Committee of the House of Representatives 
of Massachusetts, to which 1 have referred. I own a set of 
the Examiner published by Barent Gardenie^, of New-York^ 
containing the Road to Ruin, ascribed to Jnd. LoWell, whicb 
quotes this i;eport, and from which alone I knew of its con- 
tents, or even of its fexistence— I subjoin Mr. Lowell's quo- 
tations — 

<< I find from indisputable documents furnished by the 
Rev. Mr. Taggart, member of Congress from this state, that 
the whole number of American seameft said to be detained at 
the beginning of the war, on board British vessels, did aot 
exceed three hundred. 

'< I find by tKe investip:ation of a Committee of our own 
Hous«^. of Representatives, Siat the number belonging to iJtus 
fetate, so detained, did not exceed, so far as their enquiries 
wenf^ elf veil tn€«."* 

On the 4tli, in8t.[July 1815,1 I received the Report itself 
from Boston: and I should ill deserve the confidence that has 
been reposed in my work, did 1 not avail myself ol the op- 
portunity thu<^ afibrfied me to lay an abstract of solne of its 
documents before the t-feader' 

Extract^from the deposiiiMi of John Eldridgc, 
*• J reside in Yarmouth in the county of Bam9table. I kave been the mas- 
ter of a vessel about seventeen years, within the last twenty-four years; and 
have had on board my vessels from seven to sixteen men; on an avera^ 
about ei^ht or nine. About the year 1803, while I was lying at Trinidad, in 
the b1(k»p Stork, one of my men, while on shore, had quitted his boat, and 
was tuken up by the press.^ng\ His name was William BoynfOu, and lie 
was, as be told me, an American. The next day I was informed by the offi- 
cer of tlic press-gang, that the naan was taken, and inwncdiately upon my ap- 
plication on board the ship where he ,was placed, he was returned to me, with 
some money he had about him. He had kft his protcdtion on board the ves- 
sel at the time when he was taken. 

" Tn 1810, while I was at Martinique, a Portuguese boy named Joseph Fri- 
ay, belonging- to my vessel, was impressed from the vessel; he was detained 
two days, but upon my application he was discharged; he had no protectioq, 
iior any indenture of apprenticeship; he was a servant to my mate. 

Extract from the deposition of William Parsons. 
"I reside in Boston, and have been engaged in commerce and navigi^o* 
.ibout thirty years. I have employed in roy vessels, annually, upon an average^ 
afeout fifty seamen, until the time of thje embargo. I have no recollection of 
any of my seamen being impressed for tlie last twenty years, except in on^ 
instance." 

Extract from the deposition of Caleb Ldring, 
" I reside in Boston. I have been engaged in commerce and navigatioli 
between eighteen and hinetcen years. I have employed upon an average aiis> 
nually, about forty seamen in foreign trade. 



* Koad to Puin. >Jo, 4, froa ttic Boston Centmel— See Examiner/ roL 1- 

lor 
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**l re«oUect *t present, but one instance of any of my i 
pressed by the British; in Jtdy 1809, two seamen, belonging 
Hugh Johnson, while she was lying" at Palermo, were taken i 
British man-of.war; I do not know their names — one of these men was an 
Englishman, the other was an American." 

Extract from tlie daposifion of Moset Tortt>nsend E§q. 
•* I Moses Townsend, of Salem, ity the county of Essex, Esquire, do depose 
and say — ^thatl have been pngaged in commerce and navigation for about 
thirty years, and was master of a ship about twenty years. I have usually had 
crews of ten and twelve men, upon an averag^. - 1 never had any men im- 
pressed from any of the ve^els under my command, except once wljile I was 
at Bristol, in England. On that occasion, I had tlifee or four men impres- 
sed, belonging to the ship lightliorsc, under ray command; they were taken 
in the evening, and upon my application through the American consul, they 
\^ere released the nesf d^y," 

Extract from the depotition of Joseph Mu(lge 
" I Joseph Mudge^ of Lynn, in the coun};y of Essex mariner, do depo^, 
and say — tnat I have followed the occupation, of a mariner for about twenty 
>^ars, and haye been master of a vessel from the first of January 1800 (ex- 
cept about four monllti'of the year 1^12, while I was mate , of a vessel, in or- 
der to get a passage to the United States from abroad.) 

** I have had seamen frequently taken from me by Britbh cruizers; but 
never had any man that I knew to be an American, taken from me, tliat was 
not released upon my application." 

Extract from the depowtiofi of Jbidrno ffarraden. 
** I Andrew Harraden, of Salem, in the county of Essex, mariner, depose 
and say, that I have followed the occupation of a mariner about thirty-two 
)^ears, of which 1 have been master of a vessel from the year 1791 to tliis 
time, excepting two voyages performed during that period. 1 iiave never 
had any seamen inipressed from my vessel^ except in one instance. I«t) the 
year 1802, while at Cape Francois, in the month of Augu^tJ a man by the 
n^une of George llandall, of Boston, was taken from my vessel by a French 
pressnaster and his gang, and carri^ on board a French frigate lying at that 
port. On application to the cqmm^nidant of the port he was released die next 
morning. None^of ray men were ever taken or detained by the English." 

Extract from t/te depontion of Jonah Orne. 

** I Jostah Orne, of Salem, in the county of Essex, mariner, depose and say- 
that I have been master of a vessel about twenty-sevcrvyears. 

" I never had any impressed from the vessels under ray command by th^ 
British except in one instance — that was ia 1801.'^ 

Extract from J^athanUl Hoopei^t depontion. 
** I Natlianiel Hooper, of Marblehead, merchant, do depose apd say — that 
£ have been engaged in commerce and navigation with ray father and broth- 
ers for about nineteen years past; and for about seven years previous to the 
embargo, we employed usually upon an average about fifty seamen in our 
vessels. We have never had any men impressed from any of our vessels, 
liiat u e know of. 

Extract frwn Benjamin T. Reed^a depotition. 
*' I Benjamin T. Reed, of Marblehead, in the county of Essct, merchant 
depose and say— tliat I have, with my brother, been engaged in trade and 
navigation for about eighteen years past Before the eml>argO| we usually 
employed two vessels annnaUy, the crews of which would be from twelve to 
fifteen men — ^we never hadaiiymen impressed from our vessels previous t/i 
the onibargo, to my recollection." 
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There are yarioug other depositions aimexed to the Rept rt, ikm^ 
tenor and teadency whereof are generally of a similar character 
to the above. 

The contradiction and inconsistency betw^n these documents^ 
and those I hai^ produced in the precedine chapters, are so strong, 
so strikinffy and so utterly unaccountable, as to make us stand 
aghast with astonishment To reconcile them in any shape or 
mode is totally impossible. Were we to place full and implicit 
reliance upon the depositions just quoted, it would almost ap- 
pear that impressment had been a matter of little or no conse- 
Suence, and that it had been most extravagantly exagrerated, to 
elude and deceive the public mind. But then whatbecomes of 
the strong and precise statements of Silas Talbot,* of Roiiia 
Ring,t m Timothy Pickering,! of Judge Marshal,$ of commo- 
dore Kodgers,^ &c. witnesses whip cannot possibly be suspected 
of anti- Anglican partialities, views, or prejudices'? 

If the prevailing opinions of the rreat extent of impressment 
be unfounded, and if deception or delusion has been attempted, 
these gentlemen must have concurred in it, as well as their po- 
litical antagonists; for their testimony is among the most conclu- 
sive that has been produced on the subject. 

The statement or commodore Rodgers, respecting the muster 
books of the Moselle and Sappho, is the most recent document 
on the subject, and is beyond tlie reach of suspicion. 

To the reader I unhesitatingly submit tlie subject. Let him, 
whether Federalist or D«$mocrat, honestly raise the scales of truth 
and justice — Let him impartially weigh the evidence on both 
sides, and let him decide according to the credibility of these war- 
rins; and irreconcilable documents. 

In addition to the information contained in the preceding pa-> 
ges, I have now before me a most powerful document on the sub- 
ject of impressment. It is 

♦* A statement of applications mad6 to the Britisli government on 1538 cases 
of impressed seamen, claiminj^ to be citizens of the I'nited States, from tb^ 
eleventh of March 1803, tiU the thirty-fir»t of August 1804, by George Er- 
ving, agent of the United Slates for the relief and protection of their seamen." 

I subjoin an abstract: 

Number of apnlications, .... 1533 

Of which are duplicates of former ones, . - 306 
Ons;inal applications, - . - - . . 19S2 
Reused to be di ^charged, having no documents* - S8S 

Ordered to be discharged, 437 

Said not to be on board the ship spec ified, - - 105 

•See page 197. f Sec page 196. ; Sec page 194. § See page 200, ISec 
page -*1U. 
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Refused to be discharged, said to have taken the t^ouo- 

' tr, and entered, " 120 

Refused to be discharged, »ud ta be inarrted in Eng- 
land, - - -^- - - -. IT 
Said to have deserted^ - * . • • IS 
Said to be drownded, or died, .... 2 
Shipd, on board of which stated tfot in commtssioik, S 
Refused to be discharged, said to be Briti^ stibjects, 49 
Refused to be discharged, saki to be pritoners of war £ 
Do not appear to have been impressed, - « 6 
On board ships stated to be on a. foreign station. ' £3 
Ships lost, on board of which were stated to be - 6 



\ 



Mefused to be discharged, documents being inst^ffleienty vixi^ 

i. Protections from consuls and vice-consuls, \ 83 

2. Notarial affidavits made in the United States, r 15 

3. Notarial affidavits made in England, . . 27^ 

4. Collectors protections, - - - - . 41 

5. Discharges granted from king's ships, they being 
American citizens, ---•*-. 4 

6 Of different descriptions, and which were kept bj 

the impress officers, - - - ^ - • 3^ 

Applications yet unanswered, - - - . i6(j 



f 



1552 

This abstract deserves to be read and examined over and 
over.. Every line of it claims, the deepest and most serious 
consideration. It appears that in less than eighteen months 
twelve hundred ana thirty-two persons were impressed out 
of American vessels, exclusive of the very great number, 
who, we may reasonably conclude, had no means of convey- 
ing their applications for redress to the proper organ. Au 
entire volume might be written as commentary on this ihe- 
roorial of British outrage and injustice^ and ef Americau 
disgrace and dishonour! 

The first item is hideous: three hundred and eidity^three 
impressed Americans are doomed to remediless slavery, be- 
cause they were not branded with the mark U. S. or pro- 
vided with a badee, a pass* a licence, or certificate ! Sup- ' 
pose commodore Jrerrv, or commodore Macdonough, or com-, 
modore Porter, had impressed three hundred and eighty 
three men from on board of British vessels, under pretence 
of their being Americans — (and has the Almighty given any 
right to a British commodore or admiral beyond what he 
has vested in an American commodore or admiral?) and 
suppose Mr. Merry, Mr. Liston, Francis James Jackson, Mr. 
Rose, or Mr. Foster, had demanded them — and that our se- 
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crctary oCstate had peremptorily refused to surpcnder Aem, be* 
cause they had not the regular brand of G. R. or a proper cer- 
tificate,or protecti<»» ^®«^^ ^^* ®"^''. ^f^ve submitted to die 
slow procew of further demanding and waiting for redress P In- 
dubitably not. 

One hundred and fire were doomed t# slavery Jby a remo^l 
from the vessels in which they were impressed, «d others. An 
easy and summary process, by which the doorsof redjrcssare eter- 
i^ly barred with adamantine iastenings. 

One hundred and twenty pf these sufierers are withheld be- 
cause they had taken the bounty, or voluntarily entered In form- 
ing an estimate of the justice of ihis plea, we must not lose sight 
Of the subsequent cruel tragedy acted by order of commodore 
Berkley, on bqard^ Chesapeake, in pr^er to seize men who haa 
voluntarily entered on board that ve -seK If this is notr- gv^ no 
riffAf—^fli-ewtrrqwff^r cannot ajvine what deserves the t^e, 

1 am tired of this vile, this odious, tiiis detestable subject- It 
excites to loathing apd ^ibborrence, I must draw to a close. But 
there is one more point that transt touch upon— and that is, that 
of the whole number of twelve hundred and thirty two, there are 
only forty-nine asserted to be British subjects! The Amcncan, 
%vho, after tiiesc statements, can. advocate tlic atrocious practice 
of impressment, must beutteriy lost t(» a sense of justice lor hi5 
counta-ymen, or regard to the national rights or national honour^ 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

fin apology for an egregums error committed by iht writer , on the 
subject of preparation for war. The whole session one contin- 
ued series of preparations. JX^neteen acts bearing strong nat^ 
of martial arrangement. 



o 



I DEEM it indispensably necessary to correct a mostegrc- 
frious error into which I was betrayed by the haste in which my 
first edition was compiled and written- I therein enumerated, 
among the errors of Mr. Madison's administration, the neglect 
to make due preparation for the war, "previous to the commence- 
ment of hostilities.'' I deeply regret to have cast such a super 
ficial glance at the subject; to have allowed myself to be s^ 
grossly deceived; and to have contributed to lead my reader as- 
tray. There were ample preparations made, as may be seen by 
the following list ©f acts passed during the session of congress, 
towards the close of which war was declared. 
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Previous to tlie declaration of war. 

i. An act for completing the existing military establishmeni 
December 24, 1811. 

2. An act toVaisean additioflaJ military force. This act pro- 
vided for raising tenr regiments of infantry^ two regiments of ar- 
tillery, and one regiment of light dragoons, to be enlisted for five 

iears, unless sooner discharged. The infantry amounted to a-' 
out 20,000 men— the artillery to 4000-^and the cavalry to lOOQ. 
Jan. 11, »812. 

3. An act authorising the purchase 'of ordnance and ordnance 
stores, camp equipage, and other quarter^naster's stores and 
small arms. Jin. 14, 1812. 

4. An act authorizing the president of the United States to 
accept and a\ithorize certain volunteer military corps, not to ex- 
ceed 50,000 men. For this purpose there was an appropriation 
•f 1,000,000 dollars. Feb. 6, 1812. 

5. An act appropriating 108,772 dollars for the expenses inci- 
dent to six companies of mounted rangei-s. Feb 20, 1812. 

6. An act making appropriations for tiifi^ sunport of the mili- 
taiT establishment of the United States for 1812, viz. 

For the pay of the army 869,968 

Forage - - 104,§24 

Subsistence 685,000 

Clothing - - 293,804 

Bounties and premiums - - - . - 70,000 

Medical department - - - - - 50,000 

. Ordnance and ordnance stores - - - 1,135,000 

Fortifications 296,049 

. For the quarter-mastcr's department - - . 735,000 

For purchase of horses - - - - . - 150,000 

Contingencies - 50,000 

Indian department - - - - . . . 164,500 

Militia of Louisiana, &c. - - - - - 32,000 

Passed Feb. 21 ,1812. g 4,635,945 

7. An act making appropriations for tHd support of an addi- 
tional military force : 

For pay - - 1,406,857 

Foraee ...-*---• 154,435 
Subsistence ...---. 1,074,097 

Clothing ♦• 863,244 

Bounties and preminms 442,260 

Horses for dragoons 282,000 

(farter-master's department, - - - - 408,760 

Medical de(>artment 125,000 

' ContiD^ncies - 355,911 

Bassed Feb. 12, 1812. NS5*U2*jffi4. 
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8. An ftct making appropriations for the support of the naty 
of the United States^ for 181£. 

Pay and wibsistenoe - - - - - £1,123,341 

Provisions . - - - - ^ . 559,75T 

Medicines * - 40,000 

Repairs of vessels - - * - , - - 315,000 

Frei^t, store rent, &€• - - - -^ - 115,000 

Kavy yards, &c. ..-..- 60,000 

Ordnance ^ ordnance stores - - - - 280,000 

Saltpetre, sulphik^ «LC. - - - - - 180,«DO 

Pay and subsistence of marine corpa - -' - 154,346 

Ciotiiing: for marine corps - . - - 49,281 

Militarji' stores for do 1,777 

Medicines, &c. .*...- 3,501 

Quarter-master's stores * - - ^ - , 20,000 

i ■ ■ 

Passed l?eb. 24, 1812. 8 2,902,002 

9. An act making a further appropriation for the defiance oi 
our maritime frontier. This act appropriated for the purpose, 
8500,000. Passed March 10, 1812. 

10. An act for a loan of S 1 ' .OOO.OOO for defraying th^e above 
expenses. Passed March 14,1812. ' " 

11. An act concerning the naval cfttablishment, for repairing 
the frigates Constellation, Chesapeake, and Adams. For this 
purpose there was appropriated S iJ00,O00. 

By thislact there was an appropriation made of g 200,000 an- 
tMially* for three years, for the purchase of a stock <tf timber for 
ship-buildin?. The first ap[iropriatii>n i^as for rebuilding the 
frigates Philadelphia, general Greene, New-York, and Boston. 
Passed March 30, 1812. . 

12. An act in addition to the act to raise an addjitioi^i 9iilita« 
ry force. Passed April 1,1812. 

13. An act to authorize a detachment from the militia 0f the 
United States, to the amount of 100,000 men. This act con- 

' tained a clause appropriating one million of dpllars towards de- 
fraying the expenses to accrue under it Passed April 10, 1S12. 

14. An act for theni^anization of a corps of artificers. Piss- 
ed April 23, 1812. 

15. An act for the better resiilation of the ordnance. Passed 
May 14,1812. 

Subseqwmt to the declaration of war, 

♦k ^t^ ^j*o! ^^^ *S ™®^ P®**c* organizatioti of Ae army of 
the United States. Passed June 26, 1812. 
♦ki^' ^2 »c* ™»kinga fiirther appropriation for die .defence rf 
lT^;f^j''£T *^£*»«r,jind for flie support of the umf of flb 
United Statesw Passed July 5, 1812.- 
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18. Ah act making additional appiropriations for the military 
^establishment, and for the Indian department Passed July & 
1812. 

19. An act making farther provision for the army of the United 
States. Passed July 6^ 1812. 

It therefore appears, that nearlj'the whole session was spent 
in making preparations for hostility— for offensive and defensive 
operatiions. 1 shall not easily forgive myself^ the very extraor- 
dmary error, of which 1 have acknowledged myself guilty on this 
subject. 1 shall regard it as a monition as long' as I live, against 
precipitate decision. And may I take the liberty of hinting to 
the reader, whoever he be, that he may^i>erhaps derive a nsefol 
lesson from tlie i'act? If, with the attention I have been in the 
habit of paying to public affairs--M*eading two or three newspapers 
everyday — and perfectljr convinced of the JQsttce of the war — I 
have nevertheless fallen into such a palpable, such a monstrous 
^rror, on so plain a point^f I have brought so uniust an accusa- 
tion against the congress who declared war — how difficult must it 
1^ for persons remote from opportunities of judging correctly, and 
liable to be misled by interested or factious men, to form accuraiti 
opinions? 

A further and most convincing proof of the magnitude of the 
error which I committed, is to be found in the circumstance that 
on the ISth of July, 1812, only twenty-four days after the declara- 
ti<m of war, general Hull, at the head of two thousand live hundred 
men, well appointed, had penetrated into Canada: and, had the 
same taleni and bravery that displayed themselves at York- 
town, Chippewa, Bridgewater, the Sarenac, New-Orleans, 
and other places, presided over its movements, there is no doubt 
that in the first campaign, the whole of Upper Canada, and per- 
haps Lower Canadatoo, with the exception of Quebec, might have 
been subdued. This army had 3750 muskets, 36 pieces of cannon^ 
1080 rounds of fixed ammunition for the cannon, £00 tons of 
cannon ball, 150 tons of lead, 75,000 musket cartridges made up. 
fe.&c. &c.* 

Let it be borne in mind, that among the heinous charges on the 
subject of the war, against the administration, the want of due 
preparation has been the most prominent. We here see how ut- 
^mj fallacioius and unfounded is the allegation. 

• See Weekly Regist^, vol. 3, page 93. 
SO 
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CHAPTER XL. 

Beproaehes o/the minority against the imbicelity of the majorifyt 
jPemicions consequences qfnewspaper misrepresentations, SSri* 
tish deceived by tneirJriMs, 

fV HILB the serious perparations detailed in the preceed- 
ing chapter were going forward, the federal printers throughout 
the union were pretty generally and zealously employed in rSlicu- 
Khg the idea of war — ^persuadingjiia^ mMic ttiat «U- t^edemeasures 
^ Were illusory and intended to intimidate *the British ministry — 
and that our gi^vemment possessed neither Ae courage nor 
tiie means to venture on hostility. 

I have already quoted the notorious declaration made by several 
members of congress, particularly Mr. Josiah Quincy, that << ihe 
majority could not be Idcked into toar.^^ 

This course of proceeding is not easily accounted for. It must 
have had some motive. And it requires an extraordinary degr^ 
of charity to iiscribe it to a motive either laudable or patriotic* 

Supposcifora moment, that our rulers did not really mean 
^at— that they were actually destitute of the means of carrying 
it on— that they were " too cotoardly to be kicked into if^-^waar 
it wise, was it prudent, was it honourable, was it politic, to blazoA 
our deficiencies to the world; to assure Englana that she might 
safely, and with impunity, continue the perpatration of her outra- 
ges on an unoffending neutral, because that neutral could nof: be 
kicked into war to resist these outrages? Surely not. 

In pursuance of the plan I have foHowed throughout thia 
work, of establishing all points of importance bv indisputable evi- 
dence, I subjoin a few of the paragraphs to which I refer. THey 
will satisfy even the most incrediuous reader. 



Smoke/ Smkef 

« Oor corre^&dent sujffgests, that in the 6vent of certain measures sl- 
iwady taken by the executive falling, then to augment the force by new le- 
vies—or by forming ten corps of 1^ men each, to be selected from the 
militia df a certain age of the several states, who may volunteer for sacfar 
corps during the war. It is to as a most astonishing and inconceivable tfamg* 
that on reading the above, any mafr ^oold. be alarmed, and think our gov* 
emment are about to take dedsive »tept. Will our administration never be 
understood? Shall we forever be the dupes of a contemptible farce, whichi 
has been exhibiting for years, to make people wonder and ftare. My life oa 
it, oor executive have no more idea of declaring war than my graodxnotheri^ 
Boston Repertory, Jan. 9, 1813. 

•* Our Ckrvemment imU Twt make war on Great Britmm but will keep up •• 
constant irritation on some pretence or other, for the sake of maintioiung 
tiieir influence as a party. The more the public suffer, the more irritable 
they will be: and j^vemment wiU trust to their address to direct that ii^la» 
bility against GraiS Britain." Boston Repoitoiy, April 17» WO. 
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*" W^e 55,000 men bffl paseed congress— ^and ii> thi« cityf New. York! 
4lie sensation produced by it was not naif > equal to that whicu was caused 
hy the goremor's notice of banks. Mr Gallatin recommended a whiskoy 
tax, Ice. and every body laughed to think what a queer thing it was for 
mman, who had figured so much in the whiskey insurrection, to be the au- 
thor of such a measure. The New-York Gazette, howeyer, still graced its 
oohunns, and we too sometimes with ** fop Liverpool— for— Lom&n,** &c. 
&c The committee of ways and means at last come out with their 
pandora's box of taxes. Yet no body dreams of war. The meahanicSy 
the banks, nay, the insurance offices goon as usual. Last of ail 11^00,000 
of dollars-rStiU no iteration of the public pulse — no concern by fnend 
jor foe of administration. AU is well ! In the name of wonder, how or why 
I all this-! Exposed as the city of New-York is, why this security, this 




earnest, why hive they not, why dg they not proceed more n4)idly? Why 



is our shipping permitted to run into certain capture? Cither the gorem- 
ment is most lalse and hypocritical, or the people out of their senses ?** 
Ncw-York Evei^ing Post, Feb. 1812. 

** When I see such a palpable failure in all the means, natuialmd ne- 
cesttry, for carrying on tlie war -when I see the exposure of youi; sea 
board— when I tee the actual mili^^ry fovpe, instead of being increased in 
efficiency, in £ict re(|^cii)g, tieith^ promue$, nor atseT^enaticm, itov oatht* 
•Aotf make me bekeve thSi$ you vnll^ to -war at the end of ninety days', Ofponat 



natwra. Nsiture has decided ^igainst you. Instead of that feast or war, 
to which we ^were invitad, at the beginning of the session, we have 
served up to us the old dish of restnctions. There is no need of prophe- 
cy to teU the result. Al tlje end of ninety days you will. find that your 
l^eparation is not sufficient The horrors of war will be preached up ve- 
ly assiduously during our recess. Familiarity with Embargo will di- 
minish iu dread. The restrictive .system becomes identificdT with some 
personal, local, paltry interest The navigating st^es are sacrificed : and 
the spuit and character of the country are prostrated in tlie dust, by fear 
or by avarice." Mr. Qaincey's speech on the embargo April 3, 1812. 

** The project of attack'mg Canada is now given up. Some other 
plan is to be devised-" Phitadelphia Gazettef Jan. 30, 1812. 

** They [the leaders in congress] have already gone far enough in war, 

** they are conscious they cannot commence, prosecute, and terminate 
A war ; that the hands wluch begin, will never finish it. They shtiiilc « 
from it They aire ady stagger under the weiglit 

** They are frightened as the aspect becomes a little, serious, and wii)i 
to go home, and think of it FhiladelpUia pazette, Jan. lO, 1812. * 

« If you think a vote to raise 25,000, men, looks like war,-^uiet your 
apptehensions. You do not understand * what is here called management, 
TfeRE WILL, AS I BEUEVB, BE NO WAR.— The war-whoop, the 
orders in council, the non-importation, and the presidential caucussing 
win vanish before summer." Baltimore Federal Gazette, as quoted in 
the Philadelphia Gazette, Jan. 13, 1812. 

** I tell you James Madison will not dare to march a man to ,Can* 
ada with the avowed spirit of warfare — not a man, air no — no— not one — ^ 
in our present* defenceless state. — So n# more of this dream." Phila- 
delphia Gazette, Jan. 27, 1812. 

»• We are firmly persuaded, that the majority in congress— do not 
mean to declare war at present ; THAT TUEY DARE NqT i and that 
an their threats arc butr— contemptible vapouring, WfiicB will die away 
like the vapourings of a drunken man, before they rise."' Boston Reper- 
tory, Dec. 34, 1811. 

** It is amazingly mal-a-propos, and moreover veiy ve^tious» that while 
ourlcentineU of public liberty are legislating away in ** the lull tide of suc; 
cesjfiil experimemi" at WashifigtoD,— their well laid plans are Ruling eveiy 
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vbemcr^tbetwo Tntinrinew»olt(heirdaslijigwa»,ippeMr tobeaioit an*- 
erably Fdaxcd.— NEITHER MEN ARE TO BE HAI>-NOR MONEY TO^ 
PAT THEM.** Akxandxui Gazette, as quoted in the nuladelpbia Ga- 
zette Ittbiy 14^ 1813. 

Thu paragraph was published only fiye weeks before th^ 
declaration of war. It was, with hundreds of others of si- 
similiur character, calculated to keep up the delusion to the 
last, at home and abroad. 

During the period when those para^phs were publishing 
in our Gazettes, I felt the most serious uneasiness on the 
subject I believed their effect would be to produce war. 
I repeatedly expressed my fears on the subject I was con* 
Tinced that they would delude England into a belief, that 
she ini^t hiugh our efforts to scorR-r-aad that she wouM 
persevere in her obnoxious course till we were finallr 
*< kicked into war.^^ Among other genUeuian to whom I 
coinmuiMcated my apprehensions on t))is subject,, were Jame^ 
Milnor, Adam Sejbert, and William Anderson, Esqrs* then 
renresentatives in congress from this state. It was in the 
gallery of the house of representatives, and as far as Ire* 
collect, early in May, 1812, 

The efforts / to. spread this delusion were not confined ta 
this side of the Atlantic. No. The same industry was employ- 
ed in lettera to correspondents in England and Ireland^ 
which made their appearance in the public papers in those 
kin^oms.' Never was more application employed on any 
subject— and never was application more unholy or pemi< 
cious 

I submit an extract from' one of those letters, to the re^* 
der. It is a fair specimen of hundreds which really appear 
to have been dictated by |C7* the inost serious apprehensions 
lest the British should reUuty ax^d fC7* lbst we might thus 

" ESCAPS WAR. 

From the Londonden^ Journal, June KJ, 1812. 

Extract of a letter to a gentkman m thk place, dated 

JPhUadeipMa, Mdxf 8, 1812. 

« You will perceive by the copy of a bill which I endo^, that we Ameri- 
cana are at our dirty work again." But — I advise you not to be ahrai- 
cd at the violence of our proceedings. We shall continue to bluster. — 
This is our characteristic. And we would do more, if we could But it 
is not in our power. We have not a doUap in the treasury — no anny de- 
serving the name of one — and are actually without a navy. Added to thi% 
not a moiety of the loan o[ eleven milfions will ever be procured." 

I wish the reader, before he closes this chapter, to wei^ 
well its contents. Let liim dive into the most profound re- 
cesses of the human heart Let him try to discover the 
main spving that dic^ted paragn^hs and letters, finuighi 
witii such ruinous consequences to both nations^ 
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The efiect of this vile course of proceeding was highly perni-. 
cious ia two poiats of view, widely different from each other, ft 
fiitally held out every possible encouragement to the British 
miiiistrj to persevere in the cai*^r of depredation on American 
commerce, and utter disr^ard to tfnd violation of. the rights of 
sovereignty of tire United States. It was, moreover, calculated 
to goad, and t have no doubt did contribute to goad, ourruler» ' 
into war. 

Reader, let me illustrate this point by a plain cafe which oc« 
curs in our streets every day-- Two boys have a quarrel — but 
are not very willing to come to an open rupture, lest their eyes, 
and Boses, and mouths, should suffer violence in the a&ay. 
Some of the humane spectators pat them on the backs, and try 
to persuade each that his antagonist '' cannot be kicke4inio war^ 
-—at the same time appealing to his pride to resent the insult 
This laudable course seldom Tails of success. The united influ*- 
ence of regard for his honour, and reliance on his antagonist's 
cowardice, excites the courage of one or both just to the point 
of aggression. This was the hdrrible result between the United 
$^tes and England, of a procedure which never can be too higl^ j 
eensured. 

I could pursue this topic to a very ereat extent. It admita 
of a wide field 9I investigatiiDn j but I leave it with the ireader^ 
1 have barely erected a finger post to direct his career. 

I am fully persuaded that Great S^ritain did not desire actual 
war with the United States. Had her ministers really believed 
the alternative to be war, or a repeal of the orders in council, 
they would have repealed them in season. But their friends on 
this side the Atlantic most cruelly deceived them. Every day's 
experience proves that pZf one indiscreet j imprudent f or imu- 
dieious friend^ does more injury than tliree enfimies, |C7» Tho 
friends of Etigland in this country have afforded undeniable 
proofs of the correctness of the maxim. The writers whom I 
have quoted above, and others of sjimilar character, have infiictetf 
on her more injury than ten times the number of the most via? 
lent anti-Anglicans in tlie country. 



CHAPTER XLI. 

fVar proceedings in Congress. Feas and iVflys. InexplieahU 
conduct. JIfr. ^incy^ and other violent FeaeralistSy voted in 
the affirmative on almost aU the questions leading to War^'-bui 
Mgainst War itself. 



M. HIS, reader. Is a dry and dull chapter. It is little more 
&an reiterated lists of names. It cannot afford muqh entertain- 
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ment. But if you have fairly travelled with me thus far, I dc- 

!' )recat,e your passing over these few pages. What they may want 
ki entertainment, I nope thev will compensate in instruction. 

IVhen the vote was finallv taken on ^he declaration of war^ 
there were 49 members 'in the negative, whose names are sub- 
joined— 

Nays — ^Messrs. Bdcer Bartktt Bleecker Boyd BreckenridgeBrighain Cham- 
pion Chittenden Coolie Davenport Ely Eroott Fitch Gold Goldsborourii Hufty 
Jackson Key Lav L4wi^ MaxweU M<Biyde Metcalf ]^lihior Mitchell, Mose* 
ly Newbold Pea^n HUdu pojtcp Quincy Randolph Rpcd R"'d«tly Rodmaa 
•Sammons Stanford ^tcwart Stow Stui^ges Sullivan Tag^rt TsJjnadge Tall- 
man, Tracy, Van Cortljmdt Wheaton White Wilson.— 49. 

I annex a statement of the votes on various measures prepar- 
^ry to war. The names of those who finallj voted against the 
war are in Italicj 

Z><wmAer 16, 1811. 

** 1* he question wa^ takeo on the follpwinj^ resolution : 

•*Xliat it is expedient to authorize-the President, un^er proper regula- 
tions, to accept the service of any numher of volunteers, not exceeding 
fifty thousand ;'te)* be organized, trained and held in readiness to act on 
»uch service as the exigencies of government may require; 

** And decided thus: ' 

"Yeas— Alston Archer Avery Bacon ^aker Bard BartleU Basset Bibb 
Blackledge Bkeker Blount Boyd Brtckenrid^e Brown Rurwell Butler Cal- 
houn Checres Chittenden Cochran plopton Cooke Condit Crawford Dai'is 
Dawson 'Din^moor JBmoW Findley Fisl it<cA Franklin Gholson Goid QOdi' 
borough Goodw3rn Green Qnindy B. Hall O.'llall Harper Hvfty Ilynrtnan 
Johnson Kent Kng Lacock Lfefevef Jittle Liyjngstpn Loundes Lyle Macon 
MasrweU Moore M'^ryde M*Cay WKee M^Kim Metcalf Minor Mtcbi^ 
Morgan Morrow Mogeltu Nel^ji Jfenbold Newton Ormsby Paulding Pear- 
•on Pickens Piper PiiArinPond VoxitTQttincnIUedRidgelyVki\^o\A Rlica Roane 
Roberts J^bdmanSsige iSammvntf SevierSeyoert Shaw Sheffey Smilie G. Smith 
Stoio Strong SvJUvan Tahnedge Tollman Tracy Troup Turner Van On^andt 
fVhiie WhitehiJl Wilhams Widgery Witw Winn Wright Hawes Deslia— H3. 

« Nays— Messrs. Big^w Brigham Champion Davenport Ely Gray Jack- 
«n Jmw Leivia JPotter Randolph J. Smith Stanford Stttrget Taggart ^Klieatwi^ 



Same Day. 

**Tbe question was next taken on the fourth resohition of the committee 
on foreign relations in the following words : 

' ** lliat the President be authorized to order out from tira^ to time, soch^ 
detachments of the roiUtia, as in his 0|nnion the public serrice mj^ re- 
quire; 

** And decided as follows : 

•* Yeas— Messrs. Alston Anderson Archer Avery Bacon Baker Bard Bart- 
lett Bassett Bibb lackledge Bteecker rilouiit Boyd Breckemidge Brown 
BurwcU Butler Calhoun Cheeves, Chittenden Cochran Clopton Cooke Condit 
Crawford Davis Dawson Desha Dinsmoor Earie Emott Findley Fisk Fitch 
Franklin Gholson Gold Gold$borot^h Goodwin Gray Green Grundy BL 
Uall O. Hall Harper Hawes Mufty Hyneman (Johnson Kent King Lat- 
cock Lefever Zertifi little livingston Lgwndcf Lyic J^lacon JIfiurvel 
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Uloore M'BHile M'Coy M'Kee M'Kim Metcalf Mbutr MtcMtt MofJ 
fcran Morrow ^fosely Nelson JSIewMd Newton Orrasby Pauldujg Pearson 
^ckens Pipicr Pitkin Pond Porter Pottei' Qtdncy Randolph Reed Ridgtif 
Ringed uhea Roane Rob^s Rodman G. Smith J. Smith Stanford Strong 
SulUvoJi Taltnadge Tollman Tracy Troup Turner Van CortUmdi fVheaton 
yVMte Whitehill Winiami Widgery IVilBon Winn Wright.— 120. . 

« Nays — Messrs. Bigelow Biigham Champion Davenport Jackson Lacm 
Sturges Taggart-^% 



Same day. 

"The question waa taken on the fi^tli re«olutio5|, in the wotds following ^ 

«* That all tlic vesseh not now in serrice belonging to the navy, and woi^. 
thy of repair, be immediately fitted up and put in cemmiwion. 

•* And carried sts fftUowa : 

**Yeaa— Messrs. Alston Anderson Archer Avery Bacon Baker Bard Bdrt^ 
tstt Basset Bigclow Blackledge Blkecher Blount Breckenridge Bngham Bur- 
well Butler Calhoun Champion Cheeyes Cfdttenden Cochran Clopton Cookti 
Condit Crawford IXivig Daw^son Desha Dinsmoop, Earle 1% tlmoU Fuidler 
#V<rA Franklin Gholsou Gold GokUborough GoodwjTi Green Grundy p. Hall 
O. Hall Harpr-r IJawes Hyneman Jackion Johnson Kent King Lacock Z<m# 
Txferer Little Livingston Lowndes Lyle MaanoeU Moore M>Bryde M'Coy 
M'Kim Metcalf Mhor Mitclafi Morgan Morrow Motely Nelson J^'ewbold 
Newton OrmsbV l»:iuldrng Pear^n F^ickens Piper PUkiu Vond Porter Qtdncy 
Reed Ridgly Ringgold Rhea Roane Roberts Sage Sammoru Seavcr Sevier 
Seybert Shaw G. Suiilh- Strong Sturges Sullivan Taggart Tabnadge Tollman 
Tracy Troup Turner Van Cortlatidt Wheaton White Widgcry Wilson Wuui 
Wright.— Ill 

"Nays— Messrs. Bibb Boifd Brown Grskf Bufty Letm Macon Potter Ratt' 
rfa//>Ai?oSflw«SheffcySaiiUe'Sunford Wl^tehiU Williams.— 15. 



" The question was taken on the following resolutioTi, and carried. 

« That It is expedient to permit dur merchant vefsSeH owned excluarely 
by resident citizens; and commanded and navigated solely bv citizens; to arm 
under proper regulations to be prescrihid bt law, m self defence agunst 
l&l unlawful proceedings towards them on the nigh seas. 

« Yeas—Messrs Abton Anderson Averv Bacon Baker Bassett Bibb Bige- 
low Blackledge Bleecker Breckenridge Bri%ham Butler Calhoun Champion 
Cheeves Chittenden Clopton Cooke Condit Crawford Davenport DaVis Dawsoi? 
Desha Dinsmoor Ely Findley Fitch Franklin Ghobon Gold Goidtboroitgh 
^ioodwyn Gretfn Gnindy B. Hall O. Hall Harper Hawcs Hyneman Jackson 
Johnson King Lacock Law Lefever Little Livingston Lyle MaxveU Moor6 
MBryde M*Coy Metcalf J^tdnor Morgan Jtfw«/y Nelson A«fw6oW Newton 
Ormsby Pauldmg Pearson Pickens Piper PUkin Pleasant* Pond Porter Pear- 
^m QuincyReed iUdgely Ringgold Rhea Roane^Saj;e Samenons Scaver Sevier 
Shaw SmUie J. SnjLth Stow Sturges Tuggart Ta&Mtn Tracy Troup Turner 
Tan Cordandt Wheaton White Wid^iy WVmm BatOett Potter.-^ST. 

« Nays— Messrs. Archef 'lard Blount Boydc Brown Cochran Hufty l^nt 
Lowndes Macon M'Kee .M'Kim Mitchill Morrow Roberts Rodman- Shctfey 
Stanford StewMrt Whitehijl WiBiams Wright.— 22. 

January 6^ 1812. 

** The bcuie todk up the biU for raising an additipnal military force, which 
finally passed, 94 to 8^ The yeas and nays were as follows : 

" TeM«.Messr8. Alston Anderson Ar«her Avery Bicon Bard Bartleti 
Baasett Bibie^ Rlackledge Jfleecker Blount Brown BurweH BuUer Ci|lhoun 
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' Cheeves Clay Cc^chnn Clopton Condit Crawford Davis Dawson De^iil Hiii^ 
moor £arle Etrntt Flndley Fisk Franklin Gholson Gold Green Gn!nd7 B. 
Hall O Hall Harper Hawes'Hyneman Johnson Kent King Lacock Leferer Liu 
tie Livingston Lowndes Lyle Maocvdl Moore M'Coy M'Kee M'Kim Mistca]f 
MSlnor MUcMU Marlpui Morrow Nelson New Newton Onnsby PSuildxng' 
Pickens t'iper Pond Porter Q^hicy AeedJEUng^d Rhea Roane Rd^rts Sage 
ISamnunu Seaver Sevier Seybert Shaw G. Smith J, Smith Strong SulUvt^ 
Tallman 'i altiaterro Traqf lYonp Turner Van Cortlandt Williams Widgeiy 
Winn Wright— 94. 

«<Nays — Messrs. Bigelow £9f/d Brechenridffe Br^ham Champion ChUtendetL 
jOavenpurt Ely Fitch Hujiy Jackton Key LavLewu Macon ^Bryde JlUaefy 
Mrabold Peaivon Pitkin Potter Jfiandolph Rodman ShefFcy Smilie Stanford 
Stewart Stow Sturget Taggart TaJknatQ^ JVheaton White WE&«k— 34. 



January ^, IHIZ 
«The engrowedbiU coiVJeming the naval establishment was re^the 
third time and passed The yeas and nays on its passage were as follows i 
4( Yeas — ^Messrs. Alston Ancierson Bassett Blackledge Brecktmidge Burwell 
Butler Calhoun Cheeves ihittenden Co'ndit Davenport Davis Dinsmoor JE^ 
Emott f indley Fisk Fitch Franklin Gholson Goocfwin Green Harper Hawe« 
Hvneman King LitUe Livingston Lowndes Maxtoell Moore M^Bi-yde M*Coy 
M 'Kim J^Minor MicMU Nelson Newton Pitkin Pleasants Pond Potter Rich- 
ardson Ringgold Rhea Seybeit Sbeffey G. Smith J. Smith Stevart Stow ^vr^ 
get Taggart Talliaferro Tracy lYoup Turner Van Cortlandt fVheaton White 
Wilsou Winn Wright— 65. 

«* Nays — ^Messrs. Bacon Bibb Boyd Bpown Codiran Crawford Vt^i^ O. 
Hall /Ty^ Johnson Lacock Lyie Macon M'Kee Metca^f Moigan New Aev- 
bold Piper Roane Roberts Rodman Sage Seaver Shaw Smilie Stanford ^txouf^ 
4rK<cAr« Williams.— ^. , 

February 19, 1812. 

** The engrossed biUfor authorizing a loan fol* eleven miUion^ of dollars^ 
was i-ead the thii'd time, and the question was put» « shall the bill pass ka 
third reading." 

•* Yeas — Messrs. Alston Anderson Archer Bacon Bard Bassett Bibb Bleec-^ 
ksr Boyd Brown Burwell Butler Calhoun Cheeves Clay Cochran Condit 
Crawford Davis Dawson Desha Dinsmoor li^l Emott Findl^y Fisk i r^nklia 
Gholson Gold Goodwyn Green Grundy B. Hall O. Hall Harper Hawes ^/i^ 
Johnson Kent Lacock Lefever little Livingston Lowndes L) I« Macon Jtax* 
fcfU Moore M*Coy WKimMetcalfMitchillMoT^w Morrow N ison New New- 
bold Newton Orniby Pickens Piper Pleasants Pond Porter Potter Qiw€y Heed 
Richardson Ringgokl Rhea, Roune Roberts Sage Santmont Seaver Sevier 
ScybertShaw SmOie G, Smith J. Smith iS/ow Strong Tra4:y Troup Turner 
Van Cortlandt Whitehill Widgery Winn Wright— 92. 

"Nays— Messrs. Baker Bigelow BreckenHdge Brigham Chatnpion CMttenm 
den Davenport Fitch Goldaborough Gray Jackton Law Isewit Jmlnor Mad^ 
Pearion Pitkin RaatMph Riffgely Rodman Shefiey Stewart Sturges Tqggari 
TaUmadge Wheaton WJdte Wifi^wf.— 29. 

I hope the reader has fullj examined those dry lists, and has 
his mind prepared for the reflections I have to submit upon 
them. 

No man will deny that apublic;functionary Mrho acts with cross 
and manifest inconsistency in his political career, especial^, in 
matters of the highest possible importance to his constituents, for* 
feits their confidence. Of oout^e it is extremely dangerous to 
■ttbmit to his guidaact n 
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'the war was either just or unjust. 

Every man who believed it unjust, and who voted for a seriei 
ibf measures leading to it, betrayed his trust. 

Every mait who voted for the measures leading to war; who op« 
posed it after it vvas declared: and who, as far as in his power, 
ttiwarted the measures adopted to carry it on, was guilty of a 
gross, manifest, and palpable inconsistency — and in eiwer one ffi; 
•t^er course betrayed his trust. 

That these positions are correct ciinnot be denied. I proceed 
to apply them — and shall single out an individual to make the 
oase mOre striking. 

Josiah Quincy voted, i&s we have seen, >C7» for a set of mea- 
sures, all predicated Upon an approaching war.— |C7*He voted 
for the loan to raise the money necessary to give effect to those 
measures. . |C7* He, and forty-eigiit other members^ who had 
generally voted with him for all these preparatorv measures^ vo- 
ted against the war itself. And further, tney did not merely votd 
against the war, but, {cT^thirty four of them published a most in^ 
£mmatory protest, addressed to their constituents,to excite them 
to.opposeit. This protest, and other violent measures, were fa- 
tally but too successful; 

I annex the names of the protestors. 

Messrs. Brigham Bigeiow, IVTBride Breckenridge BUcer Bleecker Cham- 
pion, Chitteiiden, Davenport Emott, Ely Fitch Gold Golddborough Jackson 
Key Lewis Law Moseley Milnor< Potter Pearson Pitkin Quincy Reed Ridge]|f 
SuJliyan Stewart Stu* ges Tahnadge Taggart White Wilson Wli6aten, 

I aver that the whole of tlie annals of le^slation, from the 
first organization of deliberative bodies to this hour, cannot pnh- 
duce a more sinister, dark, or mysterious policy.' These gentle- 
men, particularly Mr. Quinqy, who has been so conspicuous in hit 
opposition to the war, are most solemnly cited before the bar 
Di the public, and called* upon to explain the motives 6f their 
conduct to that country, which was brought to the jaws of perdi- 
tion by the opposition they excited aeainsta war which they coun- 
tenanced in almost every stage but tiie last« 



CHAPTER XUI. 

Declaration of war. Violentlif opposed. 

At length, on the 18th of June, 1812, war was declared 
jigainst England in due form, after a session of above seven 
months, and the most ardent debates. The final vote was carried 
in the senate by 19 to IS— «nd in the house df representatives bj 
t9 to 49: affirmatives in both houses 98, negatives 62 ; that is^ 
more than three to two, in both houses nnited. 

31 
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War then became the law of the land. It was the paramcmiit 
dut;^ of all good citizens to submit to it Even those who doubted 
USa justice or expediency, and who had opposed its adoption, were 
•^und to acquiesce; fortiie first principle of the republican gov- 
eriCment, and of all government founded on reason and justice^ is, 
that the will of the majority, fairly and constitutionally express- 
ed, is to be the supreme law. To that the minority is sacredly 
bound to submit. Any other doctrine is Jacobinical, and disor- 
ganizing,- and seditous, and has a direct tendency to overthrow all 
KoVernm^nt, an^ introduce anarchy and civil war. If it were 
lawful for the minority, in the unparalleled way they did, to op- 
pose or paralize the government, and defeat its measures, on the 
pretext that they were unjust, such pretexts can tf ever be wanting* 
And I aver that it would be full as just, as righteoofs, as legjJMv 
and as constitutional, for Hr. Holmes at the head of ^e minority 
in Massachusetts, to besiege governor Strong, in his house, and 
coersce him io retire from office, as it was for the Kings, the 
AVebsters, the Hansons, and the Gores, to besiege president Mad- 
ison at W^hington. 

While the federalists held the reins of government, tKey incul- 
cated tiiese. maxims with ffreat energy and effect The least 
opposition to law excited their utmost indication and abhor- 
rence. The vocabulary of vituperation was exnausted to brand it 
aftdife perpetrators with infkmy. . But to enforce rules that ope ^ 
rate to our advantage when we have power, and to submit to 
those rules, when they operate against us, are widely differeht 
things. And the federalists, as I nave already remarked, aban- 
doned, when in the minority, the wise and salutary maxims of po- 
litical economy which they had so eloquently preached when they 
were the majority. 

And they were not satisfied with mere preaching. They litd 
occasional recourse to violen<^e. A band of Philadelphia rolan- 
teers, during the western insurrection, seized a printer at Read- 
ing by force and violence in his house, and scourged him in the 
market-place for a libel, not die twentieth part as virulent as 
those that are daily published at present ^th impunity. 

War is undoubtedly a tremendous evil. It can never be 
sufficiently deplored. It ought to be avoided by all honouir- 
able means. JBut there are situations which present greater 
evils than war as an alternative* I believe this nation was 
precisely in that rftuation. We had borne almost every 
species of outrage, insult, and depredation. And the oni* 
form voice ef history proves that suck base 8ttbmi98io& of 
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niiiions to the atrocities perpetuated upon us inevitably produce 
es a loss of national character, as well as of the respect and es« 
teem of other nations — and invites to further outra^s and depre- 
dation, till the alternative finally becomes a loss of independence, 
or resistance with means of confidence impaired. The questions 
respecting the late" war with Great Britain are, whether it was 
Warranted by the conduct of that nation — and whether after hav- 
ing been duly declared by the constituted authorities, it was not 
the incumbeiit duty of the whole nation to have united in their 
support of it. The first of these quesdon^ is of so much im- 
bortance'that I shall devote to it the 44tti chapter entire. I 
have already "Sufficiently discussed the second in the begining of 
the present chapter. [''."' 

From th^ hour of the declaration of war, a steady systemati- 
cai, and enetgeticai opposition * was rj^larly organizea against 
it The ine{i8ure itselt, and its authors and abettors, were de- 
nounced with the utmost virulence and intemperance. The war 
^as at first opposed almost altogether on the ground of inexpe- 
diency, and tne want pf preparation. Afterwards its opposers 
rose in their denunciations. Th^y assert it wa3 unholy— wicked 
~ba8e-^perfidiou8— -unjust— cruel and corrupt. Every man thft 
in any de^;ree co«operated*in it, or give aid to carry it on— -was 
loaded with execration. It has been recently pronounced in one 
of our daily papers to be <<the mosl wicked and unjust w^r 
that ever was wa§ed.'^ The disregard of truth and of the mor- 
«1 sense of the reader, which such a declaration betrays, is cal- 
culated to excite the utmost astonishment. Can this war for 
an instant be compared to the attrocious and per^dious war wag^ 
ed by Bonaparte against Spain — ^to the treacherous war of Eng- 
land against Denmark, be^un by a most lawless and Inprece- 
dented attack upon the shipping and capital of an unoffending 
neutral P I pass overHhousands of instances. 



CHAPTER XLIIL 



Peace jpnriy. Composed of warlike nuderiaU. Bepeaied ela^ 

mour for war. 

- i " 

IMMEDIATELY after the declaration of war, there was a 
party formed called the "Peace Party,** which combined near- 
ly the whole of the federalists throurfiout the union. Their 
oMect was to expose the war— >the admtiiistkation — ^the congress 
wno declared it — and all who supported it, to reprobation, and to 
fo/ce the government to Budce peace. 
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This party emlnmced varioua descriptions of per|oii8, til enlist- 
ed under the banners of federalism, whom it may not be improp- 
er to enumerate. 

First, those who were clamorous for war with Englandnn 1793^ 
&r her depradations on our commerce. 

Secondly, those who declared and supported the li^ar against 
France in 17^8. 

Thirdly, tho^ who were vociferous fpr war against Spain in 
1803, when sbe interdicted us from the right ef deposit at New- 
Orleans. 

Fourthly, tiiose who in 1805—6, urged the government to re- 
sist the ajEgressions of Kneland, and to take the alternative— 
redress ojwrongSf or W.^3l. 

Fifthly,those who, aft^ the attack upon the Chesapeake in 1807, 
were claiporous for war, as the only mode in which satisfaction 
could be had for such an outrageous insult. 

To enable the reader to make a fair comparison of the several 
(legrees of complaint at these several periods of tiiae, I annex ^ 
synoptical view of thenv.' 
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I hope the reader will pi^ particulaf* attenijon to this table. 
Let him for a moment wheoier Federalist or Democrat, divest 
himself of all the prejudice on thia subject. Let him supqpoee 
himself called to decide upon events of a former age or a dmtaAt 
country. Let him compare the different grievances ti^ethcar 
and I trust he must acknowledge that those of 1812, verjlar c«t* 
>vei^ed any or all of the others coiybined. 

Let us first consider the case of the suspension at tho 
right of deposit at New-Oileaiia. On that occasion the 
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liberal party in congress and- out of doors were load in their 
clamoar for war, tC7*ttrithout even allowing titne for niaking an 
(tt^^mj^ to procure redress by negociation. Motions were made 
in congress for raising 50,000 men to sail down the Mississippi 
in order to chastise me insolence of the Spaniards. The gov- 
ernment was upbraided for ifs pusillanimity in not vindicating the 
national honour. The cry then was— -<' millions for defence^ not 
a cent for friM^te.-' 

JBxtraet of a letter from the teat of government to q frietuf in ^IJaatackusettH 
«• The Misfflssippi river is the ciloimon highway to the people of the west-. 
cm country, on which they must pass with their produce to market — 
They never will suffer thi? highway to be obstruct^ or shut up. The 
free i)avigation of this riVer must be preserved to that portion of the 
Americap people or, THE AMERICAN EMPIRE MUST BE DISMEM. 
BERBD—^ we had a Washington at the head of our government, I 
should expect firm, decisive measures would upon this occasion b« pur- 
sued ; that a military force sufficient to take New-Orleans, woidd immedi- 
ately and without delay be assembled at the Natches, m the Mississippi 
tcrritonr; that upon the refusal of the Spanbh government, upon demand, 
to ftilfil the treaty, that army, thus assembled, should immediately pro- 
ceed down the river, and take possesion of New-Orleans*— But I ap- 
prehend no Buch vigorous measures will be adopted by our present exec- 
utive. From the reduction of the army last year, what regular troops 
have we remaiaiiur to be employed in that service?** Boston Centinel, 
Jan. ir, 1813. , . ' 

** Notwitiistanding the milk and water measures the administration has 
thought proper to adopt respecting the" Occlusion** of the port of New- 
Orleiu»-<-the language of the people on the occlusion is directly the re- 
verse.*' Boston Centinel, Feb. 16, 1813. 

Boctractof a letter from WMfdngton. 
**We disapprove the timid and time servmg measiu-es which our government 
has adopted relative to the violation ofthat treaty with Spain: the states 
Whi«h border on the Ohio and Mistossippl are most immediately interested in 
what the pr^ident calls the "occlusion** of the port of New-Orl^ans. On 
the 14th. Air. Ross, of Pennsylvania, made a most able ahd animated speech 
in the senate, in which he described in striking colours, the sitdation of the 
western country, and urged the necessity of taking effectual, measures for 
their relief, and in support of national honour. After having spoken more 
than an hour, Mr. Ross informed the senate, that he had prepared several 
resolutions on the subject, which he asked leave to submit. The democrats 
immediately moved that the galleries should be cleared. Mr. Ross then 
decided, tnat if tfie discussion was to be secret, he Bht)uld not offer the re~ 
m>lu^ns,ormake any further observations on the subject The gallericfs 
were, however, cleared by tlie majority, and the senate soon adjourned. 
It is undcretood that a jprand caucus was held that evenirtg, and the 
majority dreading the effect such proceedings might have on the pub- 
lic mind, the next morning it was determined in senate, that the dii». 
cussion should be public.** Boston Centinel, March 2, 1803. 

•» Nothing ra more contagious than example. The meek and lowly 
spirit which influences the conduct of the executive towards Spain, has 
iniccted even the armed force on the frontier; and tlri pioneers of their 
country,— WHOSE SWORDS OUGHT TO LKAP FROM THCIR SCAB- 
BARDS TO RESENT ITS INJUUIES, are now seen to catch at every 
appearance, however evanescent, to promote the rtign of humility. Even 
ifnieral Wilkinson, who, one would suppose, would be trembfingly alive 
to his country's honour, and proud of an opportunity to stimulate it to 
spirited measures — assumes the dulcet note, and with* avidity dispatches 
an express t© inform governor Clairbome, not tliat the Spanish govenv 
ment has restdred the United States to their rig-ht by treaty : but tni- 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



MO THE aLIVE BRANCH. 

ly ** that the ^vcmmcnt has given penniMion for the desposlt of all klnd« 
of provisions in New-Orleans, on paying six per cent, duty ! ! ! And thU 
information,, 8a3r8 the able and indefatigable editor of the ETening- 
Post, is introduced by the i^ords^ THE PORT OF VE^^^ORLEANg 
OPEN, in large x»piula by way of exultation at this jo}ous event." 
Boston Ccntinel, April 13, 1803. 

•*The prewdent of the U. SiWes, m his late letters to the executives of the 
individual states, on the tubject ot the organization of the militia — speaking 
of the Spanish conduct at New^Orleans, says — *• Rights the niost e&sentiBi 
to our wel&re have been violated, and an infraction of treaty committed witlu 
out colour or pretext" '^his being the ^knowledg^d state of. things, let 
the world pudgV, whether the natip^al honour will Be more justly viidjc*- 
ted,and violated rights redressed, by the mawkish appeal which has been 
made to Spanish faith and justice, and French generosity and manage^ 
ntent, by the degrading tolicitation for purchased justice, or the disgrace- 
ful, profrlep of a bribe— or \ThetJieiXC/ these *n$l8 would not more reau 
dil^ be obtained by the execution ofthe maply and spirited measures re* 
commended by the eloquence of Morns, and the patriotism and sound 
understanding of Ross and thj? other fe4€3™^8^ in congress— posterity 
will judge." Boston Centinel, April 13, '^80i3. 

** \Vhile we deplore the weakness and pusillanimity of our government, we 
sincerely congratulate our western brethren ort the favourable change in 
their situation ; and fervently pray for ita^ long continuance. How far we 
may attribute this change — ^to the spirited conduct ofthe federal members 
of congress, cannot at present be tiiify ascertained. We have no hesita- 
tion, however, in believing that it has at least persuaded^ if not entirely 
originated these measures." Centinel, ^pril 27, 1803. 

•« Since the adoption of the federal constitution, no subject has more 
forcibly affected tlie fipelings of the dtizeiis of ^e United States, than 
the occhision" of the port of New-Orlc«j« by the Spa|[uali [or lYench] go« 
\emment. It is a subject to which "the attention of the reader camiot too 
frequently be called. The president of the United States has not he . 
sitatcd omcially to declare, that by this measu^ '*rij^hts the most e ssential 
to the welfare ofthe Aiinerican people have been tio&ted, :^id ati -infraction 
of tlie tj-eaty committed witho^ colour or pretext :'* the spirit'of the peo- 
ple has been aUve to the injury— and was ready ^ make af^ aaciri&^e to 
redress the wronp : — but because the federalisto in cong^6ss felt the fuB 
glow of this spirit i and took the lead in proposing the necessaxy 
measures to give it efficacy ; rather than they should derive any honout 
trom their success, the admimst^ration havmg the power, substituted 
(Cr A PUSBLLAMMOUS NEGOCIATION, and deffTadin^ eiitreaty. for 
that spirit of action which manly resentment for yiolated rights and bro- 
ken faith, so loudly called for." Boston Centinel, June 15, 1803. 
Lndnana purchased.- 

•* The question will ever be, was t4ie mode of getting the territory 
the best, the cheapest, the most honourable §d> our nation ? Is the way 
of negociating cash in hand, as cheap or honourable as that Mr. Ross 
recommended ? Wc could have bad'it for no6iing." Centinel, July 2, 1803. 

«* All that we wanted on the river Miskisiippi was \ place of deposit; tha^ 
pur treaty with Spain gives. It was basely withdrawn : our high ^rited ni- 
iers are asked to assert our rights. O, no— 8O,OO0| militia are to be held rea- 
dv to defend our turnips and feed the pigs and caWe. BU*^ TO TAKE OUR 
RIGHTS— TO SEIZE WHAT TREATIES GIVE, AND FRAUD MTJTHi 
UOLDS; THIS IS NOT THEIR FORTE. 

«* A great man has been heard to say, that war in any case was wrong; 
and on tlie question being put whether he would think it wrong to go to war 
If our country was invaded by a foreign army, that even then some other way 
might be found out. Tliisisour honours keeper, whom we have elected i^ 
the strange hope that he will guard it better than his own. 
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^ *• Certsurily the Jacobins do not need a Conqueror to make them 8lave$i 
They are slaves in soul, whom even our liberty cannot raises slaves are more 
fascinated with a master's livery than their o tvn rights; vet they expect thia 
base language will make them popular." Centine), July 9, 1803. 

« AN ADMINISTRATION SO FEEBLE AND DESPICABLE, by what it 
can and what it cannot do, would have siuik under tht competition with 
Francerand a hostile neighbour on the Mississippi would have in two/ears been 
our master. Conscious of their poverty of spirit and of means, such an ad- 
ministration would liave resorted to the ordinary expedient of the base t6 
yield part pf their wealth to save the remainder." Centinel, July 27, 1805L 

" Like^ true Spaniels we are the most servile to those who moat insult Qs. 
We receive back our right as a ^at favour, and pay tribute for that whidt 
the despoiler could no lon^r withhold — ^tlie free navigiition of the Misn»- 
jappi and a place of deposit on its shore was our right: the privation oT 
whith a wrong, and A FREE AND ENTIRE RESTORATION, OR A FOR- 
CIBLE RFXOVERY OF IT, SHOULD HAVE BEEN THE REMEDY, 
True patriotism, thajik God, still gl )ws, still blazes like a ieraph in England. 
Here it smells of aliou. But Greut Britain must save the unwilling world, to 
save herself/' Centinel, Aug. 23, 1803. 

*'Thcrejsno condition of disgrace granted below Qurs.. lAthelowett 
deep there is a lower deep. Our nation hud better/not eitist at all than esjifc 
b; sufferance and under tribute." Centinel, Aug. 23, 1803. 

Who could pQBsibly suppose . that th«» preceding ei^tracts are 
from the Boston Centinel, owned and edited bf major Benjamin 
Russel, who . was lately so ardent, so zealous, so benignant a 
^'friend of peace y* and who was among the prime leaders oC 
. tJiose ^friends of peaQBy*' whosQ pdcyic proceedings nearly 
overturned the goYeranient spread bankruptcy in every direction, 
t'uined thmisands and tens of thousands df the best citizens inth« 
country, and laid us nearly prostrate at the feet of a vindictive 
andpowerful cnen^y ? The e?c^ense of war was of late with ma- 
jor Kussel one of its chief objections. In ljB03, he was s^o hero- 
ically disposed tliat he urged war as « the cheapest and most 
honourable" mode of rccotering^our rights. 

Extract from the spe^h of Com^&meur Morrin m the Senate of the United 
SiaUff, Feb. 16, 180 J, tm M'. Host's resolution to take immediate fOMSemm, 
of the island of JS/ew Orleans 

<* Yes Sir, we wish for peace; but how is that blessing to be preterved? 
I shall repeat here a sentiment I have otten had occasion to express; In my 
opinion tnere is nothing worth figlitin? for but national honour; fbr in Ae 
national honour is involved the national independence. 1 know that a state 
may find such unpropitious circumstances, that prudence may force a wise 
government to conceal the sense of indignity; but the insult should be efi- 
graved on tables of brass, with a pencil of steel, and when that time and 
chance which happen to all, shaO bring for ward the favourable, momeitt, then 
let the avenging arm strike borne. It is by avounng and maintaining tins 
stcrti pf4iidpl« ofhonour, that peaoe can Be preserved; he wiU feel with lae 
that our national h6ifouris the best security for our peace and prosperity; 
that it involves at once our wealth and our power, and in this view of toe 
•ibject I must contradict a sentiment which fell fipom my honourable od- 
leaFue (Mr. Clinton.) He tells us that the principle of this country is peace 
ind oommeice. Sir, the avowal ot such a principle will leave us neither 
MBimerce nor peacev It invites other^ to pl%y on that commerce which il« 
will not protect, and shu^ the weahii we dare not defend. But let it be 
kaown tbatyoa stimd r«>dy to sacrifice the Uit midland the last ihaiing in 
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defence of HAtioiial bonour, and those who would haTe asstulted it, will be 
ware of you.** 

Extract from JSorn^s 9peech, delivered m the Semite the tame dtw an the preee" 
dV, JV6. 16, 1803. 

«' Why not put a force at his (the president's) disposal with which he can 
strike ? With which he can have a pledge forjour future well-being ? When 
the Atlantic coast is willing shall their security be lost by your rotes ? Are 
you sore that you witt ever again find the same dispo^tton ? Can you re^ 
call the dedare moment that may happen in a month after our adjourn* 
ment P Heretofore you have distrusted Uie Atlantic states; now, when thqf 
offer to pledge themselves, meet them, and close with the proposal If the 
resolutions are too strong, new model them; if the measures are not adeqwtte;^ 
propose other and more effectual measures. But as vou value the hS. in- 
terests of the Westem'country, and the union with tne Atlantic, seize the 
present occasion -of securing it forever. For the present is only « question 
of how much power the executive shall have for me attainment of this great 
end, and no man desirous of the end ought to relbse the necessaiy meansfor 
attaining it Y<)ur votes decide the direction this senate will take. And I 
devoutly wish it may be one we shall never repent" 

The caaseof complaint in 1806, was much greater than in 186S. . 
But ft bears no comparison to the grievances in 1812. In 1806 
besides the lawless depredations on our vessels at sea, without 
notice, we were interoicted merely from trading with the colonic 
of the French and Spaniards on other terms than they permitted 
In time of peace. How far thid was beneath the grievances iiuci 
led to war, will appear in th^ next chapter. 

Let us see how far miyor Russell was consistent on the point of 
peace, and war in 1806. 

♦•The disputes between thk country and England, so long attended with 
rigour on her tJart, and injury on oun, will not adrni^ of much longer vain 
complabts and harsh recrimuia6ons. They must terminate shcntly in tbe 
silence of war or peace. 

•* At the renewal of the present war, we had proceeded for some tiine 
with all the ardour and zeal<rf good fohune. We haVe been stopped again 
in our career by the renewal of harsh and vexatious restrictions on the part 
of England. She has again appealed to principles which we cannot admit, 
and claimed as rights, what we cannot grant her even as an indulgence. In 
Uie exercise of these assumed rights, we find a serious source of complaint^ 
for it has cost us much. It is, however, nothmg novel. It is but a renewal 
of the injuries we complained of in 1793." Boston Centinel, Feb. 5, 1806. 

<*. They [the democrats in con^pess] dare not remst aQ aggressions aHke, 
and assume the part <^ ^irited impartiality as a magnaniilious policy le- 
quired. If war is called for by the insuhed honour of our countir— if the cup 
of conciliation is drained to the dregs, as they dechu^ it to be. rr>\sS 
WAR BE DECLAKED,-<rj-LET AN EMBARGO BE iJUDl-aacmiate 
funds provided— the strong aim of defence nerved and extended«--ciid a 
powerful navy ordered. In these meaMires the whole countij, from Geocgia 
to Mam, convinced of their necessity, will be united." Boston CentiaeL 
Feb. 12, 1806. —— » 

«I donot believe we shall have war with any nation. But our peace wffl 
be at the expense of our spirit." Boston Centmel, March 8, 1806. 

'^'OurministersinEurope— May they never hesitate to PREFER WARto 
&dionour or tribute." Toast drank at the Artillciy Election. From the 
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From Wcuhingiont January 33, 1806. 
. Fear, prejudice, or some otiier cUstaidly principle, is continuaUy oroMing 
the path of our rulers : and the loud calls of qur country,^ its coromerce» 
and spoiled merchants, for energetic measures, is unheard, or disregarded^ 
iHy fears are, that the president's message will only be supported by wu* 
dy debates, or pen and ink reports. > 

Mr. Randolph, I am told, has ver^ much injuped his health by the exerw 
tions he is said here to have made during the lime the.hquse was in con^ 
dave. He hao not attended the house fOr several days, and is sick. From 
•ne quarter to another, the proceedings of the house, when in secret tes* 
4ion, are leaking out My inquiries lead me to beliere, that in the spirited 
measures, which Randolph proposed for supporting the president's confiden- 
ts message, he was joined by evei*y federalist in the house ; by a majori- 
tf of the Virginia reprci^entation and some others ; but that he' was in thft 
minority; and further, that he was opposed by all the New-England demo- 
crats to a man !!!*' Boston Centinel, January, 1806. . - 

** Our seamen are impressed — ^they are captured — ^they are imprisoned — 
Aey are treated with almost every kind of mdignity, while pursuing theit 
lawful business in a regular manner. How long must this be borne? Has 
our gorernment yet to learn, that no nation over was or ever will be res* 
peoted abroad, but in proportion as it exacts resp^t by punish'mg wanton 
insults upon its dignity, and wanton depfadations upon the property of its 
citizens ; that its doing justice to other nations o^mot secut^ it respect* un« 
Um it has both ability and disposition to enforce measures of justice from 
them, and that constant firrohess of national attitude and conduct prevent in- 
sults, while pusillanimity invites them.*' New-Hampshire Gazette, July Sl> 
1805 

" TO WHOM IT suits. 

** Look at the situation of our sca-coust,* defenceless, a prey to picaroons 
privateers, and armed vessels of all nations. Our ports blockaded, our 
coasters and shipping robbed, our forts insulted, our harbours converted into 
private depots, where the very vessels which robbed and disgraced us, are 
supplied with provisions, stores, and God knows what; and where it is more 
than probable they have their agents, confederates, or copartnei's* See the 
powers of Europe acting against America, ^nd if it were meant to insult 
Ler, or rather, indeed sporting with her taineness in the eyes of the look- 
ing on world. Disagreeing, fighting, and at enmity with each other in eve- 
ry thin^ else, in this one thing they perfectly agree, in treating America 
with indignity, iiisult^ and daring contempt. 

«* Are you yet aware, sir, when it will end ? Are you 8ui« that if neglect- 
ed it will not amount to a height too great to be reached without strain* 
ings that may produce fatal convulsions in the state ? JPor God's sake, for 
the honour of your country, for your own credit, rouse, let loose the spirit 
of ^ country, let loose its money -bags, and save its honour ; the nation 
will one and all support you. Mew-Hampshire Gazette, Jan. 31, 1805. 

Ill 1807, the cause of complaint was still less substantial than 
in either of the other instances. 

Not to tire the reader with proofs of the public clamours for 
war at this period, 1 deem it anundantlj sufficient to refer him 
to the twentieth chapter of this work, wherein he will fin evi- 
dence to satisfy the most incredulous. 

I must be pardoned for. declaring, thut linjr man who was a 
partisan of war in the above cases, and reprobates the recent ' 
War as unjust and unnecessary, betiajf a most awful degree 
of inconsistency. And yet it is an indisputable fact, that the 
most violent) the most clamorous, the most Jacobinical, and the 
most seditious, among the late ^Prmd» ofFeace^^ were among 
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the mOst strenuous advocates for, mi <* Frieris of War^ oft 
the fortner occasions. 

The Boston Centinel, after the declaration of hostilities, re- 
garded war as the'most frightful of all possible evils. But this' 
was not alw^ijs its view of the subject. Within a fortnight 
atter laying the embaj'go, that measure was pronounced more 
Ibnilidable than war itself. 

"The em'bargo which the goTemment has just laid, is of a new and 
abrming nature. QCj* War, great as the evil is, has less terror; and will 
produce less miistiiy thah an embai^go on such principles.'* Bolton Centi- 
nel, Jan. 2, tSOd. 



CHAPTER XLIV. 

Jnffiirt/ into the justice of the wof. dwful accnstUions against 
the Government Presidents Message. Report of Committee 
of Congress, British depredations. Trade of the United 
States annihilated with 50,000,000 of the infudntants of Eu- 
rope, . 

THOSE who were unacquainted with the causes that led to the 
late war, might from the publications that appeared against 
*t, believe that the United States were wholly tiie aggressors— 
that England had -been d tame and submissive sufferer of depre- 
dation, outra^ and insult— and that our rulers had been wan- 
tonly. led, bj inordinate a^d a^oursed ambition, to engage in a 
ruinous and destructive war, ih order to enrich themselves-— 
squander away the public treasury— and impoverish the nation* 
They were, it would appear, actuated by as unholy motives as 
ever impelled Attila, Genghis Khan, or Bonaparte, to perpetrate 
outrage and cruelty to the utmost extent of their power. 

These allegations were made in. the strongest language in ^e 
public napers in London. The prince regent appealed to the 
world tnat Great Britain had not been the aggr^sor in the war.. 
And the lords of the admiralty asserted that war was declar- 
ed *« after all the grievances of this comMry had been removed.^ 

The Federal papers re-echoed and magnified the accusations 
of the British writers ; and succeeded so far as to inflame a 
large portion of the nublic with the most frantic exasperatioft 
against the rulers of their choice^ whom they suspected ef hav- 
ing abused their confidence. , 

Governors of states in their addresses, as well as Semites and 
houses of Representatives in their replks,took tiie same eronnd 
—and assumed guilt, and profligacy^ and cormptioii^ at tiie p!i^ 
rents of the declaration of war. 
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Tht HeHSA of representatives of^ Af a98^useit9, regiu'dldss «f 
flie holy rule, ^ judge noi^lesimu beju^g^ttf^^ in the most un- 
guatified manner, with an utt^4eatit^tipii^ th^ iea&t semblance 
U charity, asserts, that 

"^Tbe real cause of the war mimitbet^lkcedto the^nt «yjsrt^inatical ai^^, 
^onngieAt of the policy of Washin^n and ti^ memds and ^^ers of the con; 
ftitution; to implacable animosity ag^ainst thos6 men, sod their universal ex- 
clusion from ad <^neem in the government of the country^; to the influence 
of worthless fbrei^ers over the press, and the deliberations of the govam- 
racntinaHits branches;-^to ajealousyof the cgmmercial states/ fear of their 
power, contempt of their pursuits, ^d ignorance of their 'true character and 
junportancc; — to the cupidity of certain states for the wilderness reserved for 
the miaeral^e aboHg^nes;to a violent passion for conqiie^," &c. 

With equal candour, the senate of that state, not to be outdo^i^ 
by the other legislative branch, declares that 

" 33" The war was founded in fidsehood, declared without necessity, apd 
its real object was extent of ierritory by unju^ conquests, and to aid the late 
IjranC ofJB^rope'inhia viewofaggrandizemenj^'' 

In these awful accosationd, there is no allowance for human ii)a- 
perfection — fbr error in judgment— ^or difference of opinion. They 
are preferred in the strongest form which our langaagje admits^ 
Vid myolve the high^t pos^ble degree of turpitude. 

If these allegations be true, the President whQ recommended 
^ar, and the legislature of the United States which declared it, 
have betrayed their trust, and are bjCse, abandoned, and wicked. 
If they be false, the legislature of Massachusetts are base, aban- 
doaea, and wicked. There is no alterna^iTcs. 0a^ pr other 
description of persons mu^t sink jn the estimation of cotempora* 
lies and posterity. 

Let us examine the case. Let us investigate the truth. If 
our rulers be thus base*-tbQS al^aodoned— thus wicked-— thi^s 
eorrupt — let them be devoted to the detestation they have sorich« 
1y earned. But if the allegations be false— -if the war were just— 
if the nation drank the cmilice of ^Mjtrage, insult, injury, and de- 
predation, to the last dregs, before she had recourse to arms, let 
us, at every hazard, cling to our. rulers — ^to our form of govern- 
ment to the national honour— to the national inter^t* 

The conduct of Grei^t Britain to this country for a series of 
years, had been a constant succession of insult, aggression, and 
depredation. Our harbours had l>een insulted and outraged; our 
commerce had been most wantonly Spoliated; eur citizens had 
been enslaved, scourged, and slaughtered, fightixi^ the battles of 
titfge who held them in cruel bondage. We had, in a word, expe- 

* The absurdity and total want of fooi^tion of diete allegation^ I shall fully 
Ctti^lish in a subsequent chapter. 
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rienc^d numberless and most wanton injuries and outrages of va- 
rious kinds. But the two prominent causes of the war^ as8ifi;nect' 
hj the President in that messa^ which recommended, anu by 
the committee in, the report which contained, a declaration of 
war, were impressment and the orders in council. I shall pro- 
ceed to the examihation of both topics. But I previousty quote 
the words of the message and of tne report. On the siibje<^t of 
impressment, the President states, 

"The practice is so far from affecting British subjects alone, that, 4inder 
the pretext of searching for these, THOUSANDS OF AMERICAN CITI- 
CE KS, under the safeguard of public lav, and their national flag, have been 
tern from their counuy, and from eveiy thing dear to them; have been dra||^- 
ged on board ships of war of a foreign nation; and exppsed, under the seven- 
ties of their discipline, to be exiled to* the most distant and dead^ climes; 
to risk their lives in the battles of tixelr oppresMrs, and to be iht melancholy 
instruments of taking away those of their own "brethren .'• '• 

And the committee, on the same topic, state, 

•* We will now proceed to other wrongs which have been more severe 
felt. Among these is THE IMPRESSMENT OF OUR SEAMEN, a practice 
which has been unceasingly maintained by Great Britain in the wars to which 
she has been a party since our revolution. Your committee cannot convey 
in adequate terms the deep sense which they entcr(ain of the infustice and 
oppression (^tliis proceeding. Under the prete^ct of impressing British sea- 
men, our fellow-citizen^ are seized in Brittslu ports, on the hign seas, .and in 
every other quarter to which the British power extends{ are taken on board 
British men of war, and compelled to serve tljere as British subjects. In this 
mode our citizens are ^ontonly snatched from their countiy and their fami- 
lies; deprived of their liberty; doomed to an igiu>minious and slavish bon- 
dage; compelled to fight the battles of a'forei^ countr)'— and often to perish 
in them. Our flag lias given them no protection; it has been unceasingly vio- 
lated, and our vessels exposed to dinger by tJie loss of the men taken from 
them. Your committee need not remark, that while the practice Ss continue 
ed, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE UNITED STATES TO CONSIDER 
THEMSELVES AN INDEPENDENT NATION. Every new case is« proof 
of thrur degredation. Its continuance is the more unjustifiable, because the 
United States have repeatedly proposed to the British g<)vernment an ar- 
rangement which wouldsecure to it the contiol of its own people. An ex- 
emption of the citJxens of the United States from this degrading oppressioPi 
and their flag from violation, is all that they have sought.*' , 

On the orders in council, the president observes, 

«« Under pretended blockades, without the presence of an adequate fbice 
and sometimes without the practicability ot appMng one, OUU COMMERCE 
HAS BEEN PLUNDERED IN EVERY SEA.' The great staples of our 
countrj^ have been ctit off from their legitimate markets; and a dcstriictive 
blow aimed at our agricttltiiral and maritime' interests. In aggravation of 
these predttoiy measures, they have been considered as in force from the 
date of their notification; a retrospective effect being thus added, as has 
been done in other important cases, to the unla>v-fulness of the course pursued . 
And to render the outrage the more signal, these mock blockades have been 
reiterated and enforced in the face of omcial communications from the British 
gcFvemment, declaring, as the true definition of a legal blockade, *' thatptr- 
ticular ports must be acto^JTy invested; and previous warning given to ves- 
sels bound to them ; not to enter." 

" Not content with these occasional expedients for laymg waste our neu- 
tral trade, the cabinet of Great Bt\J^ resorted, at length, to the sweeping 
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aystem of blockades, under the name of oideps in coundl, which to been 
inoiilded and mani^g^ed, as tni^t bast suit its poetical ?iew8,.its commercial 
jealtnsyv or the andity of British cruisers. 

And the committer ^ti^tes, 

By the orders in council ot the Jllth ef November, 1807, 
^ The British government declared direct and positive war against the 
Tfnited States. The dominion • of the ocean was completely usurped by 
it; all commerce forbidden; and every flag driven from it, or subjected to 
capture and condemnation, which did not subserve the policy oi* the Brit- 
ish government by paying it a tribute and sailing under its sanction. From 
this period the United States have incurred the heaviest losses and most 
mortiwing humiliations. They have home the calamities of war without 
ret<»rting thepi tk its authors.'' ) 

I shall discasg each item separately^, 

1. Or4^s in CounciL 

To repel (he charge of the war being <^ fpanded in falsehood,'' 
^ far as respects this item, it would be sufficient to establish 
their existence on the day war was declared. • This is obvious. 
1^ if th^y. existed, then the war could not be " founded in 
fiklsehood.'' But 1 shall not rest satisfied with this alone. 

War was declared at Washington on the 18th of June, 1812. 
The repeal, as it is called, of tlie .orders in council, took place 
on the 2Sd of that month in London, it is clear, therefore, that 
tiie charge of " falsehood*^ here is utterly unfounded. 

By an official statement presented to congress by the sctreta- 
ryot state on the 6th of July, 1812, it appeai-s that, the British 
captures, prior to the orderk m council, were 258, and subsequent 
thereto 389. 

It is difficult for me to form an estimate ot the value of thesfs 
▼essels. lam no merchant, and have no adequate data to guide 
me. I have enquired of mercantile characters, and have been 
told, tliat from the great value of the cottons, tobaccoes, &c. of 
the outward cargoes to France, and the silks brandies, &c. of 
the homeward cargoes, 30 or 40,000 dollars would be a fair av- 
era^e. But I will suppose ^,000 dollars for vessel and cargo, 
which, I presume is not extravsigant This extends to the en^ 
ormous amonnt of 13,200,000 dollars, 
depredated previous to the orders in council ; and 

9,725,000 dollars, 
during the existen(;e of these orders; for the latter of which 
there was not tiie least chance of redress. 

The sum, of which our citizens weve despoiled, by no means 
constitutes the whole of the grievance, liie enormous limita* 
tion and restriction of the trade of a sovereig;n and independent 
nation, was at least of equal magnitude, in point of - outrage, 
with the pecuniary loss ; for it is a sacred and ludispataue^ 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



j^S THE OLIVB BB4NCU. 

tnidi,1lMtt from Non II, 1807. tiU the d^j war wiw decUfed, 
C:7>jfmericmt 8hip$i § wn e4 ^ «flMmciMi merehtMiSf mmvigtUed 
by AfMriian seameU i Md laden wUk Jimerican prodti^UmMr-^ 
were liable to seixure and condewination if bound to France UoU 
land or the northern part of Maly. 

I implope the reader, bj all that b candid, to conaider this 
mgle aenteoce* Let him re4d it <mc6 nore tarefollj. It ia 
a &r statemeiit el Ihe relative sitaatieo of the two cevntries. 
|C7» The eommeree bfthe United States with nearly one third 
' of the population of Europe was subject to condemnMon! Let 
him laj his hand on his heart, and answer the question, was not 
tiiis adequate cause for wit? Was not this a greater grievance 
tiian th^ sixpenny tax on tea, which lead to the American ReYo- 
lution? Have not mere than nine tenths, of all the wars that 
have ever ensted, been declared for less causes ? We were for- 
bidden by Great Britain, under penalty of confscation, to carry 
OQ ti»de with about fifty millions of the inhabitants of Europe. 
And yet we are gravely told/ <<the war was founded io fidse- 
hood!:!" Wonderful, woi^derful. delusion!! 

fC^At that period England herself carried on with France 
and her dependencies, under licences, the very trade which alie 
rendered illegal when carried on by the United Stiites !!! And 
several American vessels, bound Cor France, and taken by the 
British cruizers, were actually, withoirt breaking bulky taken in* 
to French ports by the captors, or those who purchased from 
themll! 

Having presented to the reader a short specimen of the de- 
nunciations of the war, I lay before him some opinions ol a ^- 
rectly contrary tendency. 

The first authority is highly exalted and respectable. It is no 
less than the emperor Alexander. This monarch, in the very 
commeadable offer of his mediation, declares, that 

<<Hi8.mft|esty tikts pleasure in dou^ justice to the wiadomoftbe Uiated 
States; and is convioeed that it has done all tkat it could, to aroid tte 
tupture.** 

The iiest authorihr is Governor Plumer, of New -Hampshire, 
who in a short speech to the legJLslature of that state, Nov. 18, 
1 812, states that Great Britain 

*<Haa for a series of years bj her conduct evinced a deadly hostility to 
our national rights, to our coramerce^peace and prosperity. Sbe has wan- 
tonW i m press e d thousands of our unofiendin|^ seamen ; immutedthon with- 
in the inJb of her floating oaatles ; held them ia servitude Sor an unBmit- 
ed peariod, often for life; and cca(^ldled them to fight, not only with Ba- 
tons with whom we were at peace, bi^t to turn their arms a^inst their 
own country. 
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She hftf nolated the ri^^ts and peace of our coasts ; wantonly shed the blood 
of our citizens ifi our harbours ; and instead of puni^Ung has rewarded her 
guilty officers. Under pretended blockades, imaccompanied by the pre- 
tence of an adequate force, she hasui^ustly deprived us of a market fW the 
products of our industiy ; and, by her orders m council has to a g^reat ex-^ 
tent, swept our commerce from the ocean : thus assuming a right to re- 
raU^ our foreign tnule in war, an4 la^g a foundation to prescribe law 
wr us in time of peace. She has permitted her subjects publicly to forge 
and vend our ships' papers, to carry on a commerce with thitve^ enemy 
from whose ports she interdicted our trade. Whilst her accredited miniser, 
under thq mask of friendship, was treating with our government, her spies 
were endeavouring tb alienate our citizens, subve^ our government, and 
dismember the union of the states." 

Tlie senate of Massachusetts, June 26, 1812, agreed upon 
an address to the people of that state, ot which I suligom 
two pan^aphs — 

**We wui not enter into a detail of the injuries inflicted on us, nor the 
flimsy pretexts by which Great Britain has endeavoured to justify her out- 
inges. It is sufficient to say, that she no longer pretends to di^uise her - 
ambitious designs, under pretence of retaliation oii ner enemy. She asserts 
hec^^qght to unbounded dominion, only be^caUse she assumes unbounded 
pov^jK She annexes conditions to the repeal *pf her orders in coundl* 
wh)<£ she knows we have no right to require of her enemy-^whichshe 
knows are im|M)ssible — thus adding insult to injury — thus ad^g mockery 
to herlon^ train of -perpetrated injuries. With th^ boldness of tiie high- 
wayman, she has, at last, stripped the mask from violence, and vlndicatea 
her aggresriqns on the only plea of tyrants, that 6t wh'dn and conveni- 
ence. 

** It was not sufficient that we were remote from European politics, 
and courted peace under every sacrifice ; acquiesced in minor injuries j 
remonstrated against those of a deeper die ; — ^forbore untM forbearance 
bec^e pusillanimity ; and finally retired from the scene oi controversy/ 
with the delusive hope that a spirit of medera^oii lUight succeed that of vio- 
lence and raplhe. We were hunted on^the ocean. Our property was seized 
upon by the convulsive grasp of our now opeii and acknowledged enemy, and 
(^ our citizens forced into a cruel and ignominious vassalage. And when we 
retired, ^e Were pursued to the thre&old of our territory-'-outrBges of an 
enormous cast, perpetrated in our bays and harbonrs ; the tomahawk of 
the savage upliftea a^^ainst the parent, . the wife, ^e infant, on our fron- ' 
tiers ; and spies and mcendiaries sent into the bosom of our country, to 
pkyt the dismembennent of our union, and involve us in all the hoiror^ of 
m civil war, 

^ The constituted authorities of Che tJnited States in congress assem* 
bled, submitting the justice of their cause to the God of battles, have 
at length declared war against this implacable foe ; a war for the Uber- 

LoT our citizens ;0O* a war for our national sovereignty and independen- 
ice ; — a war for our repubUcan form of* government against the ma- 
ehinations of de^>oti8fii." 

On the 26 of December, 1811, tiie les;islature of Ohio, 
published a resolution and address on the subject of our 
toreign relations, in which they pledged themselves to a full 
tt|^rt of the goTemment, in tte event of a deolaralioli of 
war. This pledge they hare nobly redeemed. I submit one 
parwraph of the ad4ress. 

** The conduct of Great Britain towards thb ceoatiy is a gros8depa^ 
ture from the known and established lavrs of nations. Our ri^ts, as well 
those derived tlirough the immemorial usi^pes of,nati«iii, as those se- 
cured by tsompaet, have been outraged without aicknowlei^ent— even 
witeat MBMtse. Setom stipvJslttonsV iruty and imphei tng;agement9. 
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fiklrfe ' given place to views of an oveireaching, selfish, and depraved po^ 
Key* — Life, liber^ and property, hav« been tie sport of measures, un- 
just cruel, and without a parallel. The flag of freedom and oi 'impartial 
neutrality has been wantonly insulted. Tears of the widows and orphans, 
of murdered Americans have flowed in vain. Our countrymen have been 
torp from the embrace of liberty, and plenty. The cords of conjugml^ 
filial, fraternal, and paternal affection, nave been broken. Almost every 
sea and ocean buoys upon its sur&ce the victims of capture and im- 
pressment. Vain is every effort and sacrifice for an honourable 8t%te 
of safety and tranquillity. Mianon has followed mission — remonstrance 
has succeeded remonstrance— forbearance has stepped on the heels of 
forbearance, till the mind^revohs at the thought of a prolonged endurance. 
"Will the freemen of a still favoured soil uoresistingiy groan under the 
pressure of inich ignominy and insult ^ 

The senate of Maryland, on the 22d of Dec. IStOj pass- 
ed a set of resolutions, approving of the war, from which ' f 
subjoin an extract. 

« Whenever the pursuit 9f a padfic policy Is rendered utterly incon- 
^ent with the national interest pttMperity and happiness, by the un- 
provoked injonet sind lawless outrages of a foreign power ; whenever 
those rights are Miailed; without the fuD and perfect enjoyment dtx^ilk 
a nation can no longer claim the charter and attributes of sovere^pHy 
and independence ; whenever the right of a free people to navigate 
the common highway of nations, for the purpose of transporting and^ 
vending the suiplua products of their soil tod industsy at a foreign 
matltet, is attempted to be controlled and subjected to such arSitraiy 
rales and regulations as the jealousy or injustice of a foreign power may 
think proper to prescribe ; whenever their citizens, in the exerdse oif 
their ordinaiy occupations ai)d labouring to obtain the means of sub- 
sistence for themselves and ^eir families, are torn bv the ruthless hand 
of violence from their country, their connexions, and their nomes ? when- 
ever the tender ties of parent and child, id husband and wife, are wbol- 
Jy disregarded by the Hisxecra^ cruelty of4he unfefHng o/5>p»«wotv who, usMIP- 
ingthe nigh prerogative of heaven, and anticipating the oread office dfdestli, 
converts uose sacred relations un^o a premature orphanage and widowhood 
not that orphanage and widowhood which « spring from the grave'' unless 
the floating dungeons into \duch they are cast, and Compelled to fight dief 
battled of their oppressors, may be compared to the au-fuland ^oomyman- 
ttons of the tomo; whenever injuries and oppreasioris^ such as these, are in*' 
flicted by a foreign power, upon the persons and properties of our citizehsy' 
and an appeid to the justice of such power to obtain redress proves whoUy 
useless aild unavailing, in such cases it is the duty of those to whom the sa- 
cred trust (^protecting the rights of the citizen and the honor of the nation, 
is confided, to take such measures as the eDdgency of the caiie may require, 
to protect the one, and vindicate the other: Therefore 

«< liitohed, that the war waged by the United States andnft Great Brit^ 
is Just, necesiMry and politic ; ought to be supported by we united strength 
and resources of the nation, until the grand object is obtained for which it was 
dedaitd." 



CHAPTER XLV. 

Consider&Hon of th$ Orders in Council eanUnusd. Strong and 
unequivocal reprobation of them by James Uovd and James 
Bayard. Bsars. and Qovemor Oriswold. JExtraet of a 
Utter from uarrisdn Oray OtiSy Esq. 

JL MIGHT htf^ dbmissed this part oT mj subject witb 
tb^ last chapter. But as it is of yitai importan c c i % % 
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Gteat Britain and the United States are at issue on it in 
the face of an Anxious and enciuirin^ world, whose judgment 
we await on the subiect — I judge it advisable to enter into it more 
fttlij. 

llie only defence ever attempted of these outra^ous proceed- 
ings is on the principle of ^^ retaHaHmtJ^ This is completely 
invalidated by Mr. Barings i)age ISd It is also unequivocally 
abandoned by the most prominent and influential leaders of the 
federal party. 

James Lloyd Esq. senator of thig United Static for th^ state 
of Massachusetts, a most decided federalist, a steady, undeviat- 
ing, and zealous opposer of the administration and of all its 
measures, had • pronounced sentence of condemnation, in the 
most nneauivocal terms, upon the pretence of retaliation, in a 
speech delivered in the senate on the 28th of February, 1812. 

" And how is it potable, that iC thirjl and Jieutral party can make itself 
a fair object of retaliation, for measures whicu it did not counsel— which it^ 
did not approve— which militate strongly with its interests— which it is and 
eVer has oeen anxiously desirous to remove^-which it lias resisted by eveiy 
means in its power, that it thought •expedient to use, and of these means 
the government of the neutral countty ought to be the sole jud^e-^-which 
il htf endeavoured to get t'ld of even at great sacrifices! — how is it possi- 
ble that a neutral country, thus conducting, can make itself a fair object of 
retaliation for measures which it did not ori^^nate-— which it could not pre- 
vent, and cannot controul!—- Thus, sir, to my view the ORDERS IN COUN- 
CIL ARE WHOLLY UNJUSTIFIABLE, LET THEM BE BOTTOMED 
EITHER ON THE PRINCIPLE OF RETALIATION, OR OF SELF-PRK. 
8BIIVATI0N.'' 

Frsm Mr. Lloyd's authority on this topic I presume there t^ill 
be no appeal* rhere cannot be. His decision is final. But I 
am not confined to Mr. Lloyd. Mr. Bayard, a gentleman of 
equal standing) a quondam senator of the l/nited States from the 
rate of Delaware, one of our late Commissioners to Ghent, also 
a decided federalist, pronounced the same sentence on tliem — in 
a speech deliyered in the senate of the United States, October 
31, 1811— 

''They were adopted as a measure of retaliation, though they never de< 
•erv«d that character. He had always considered the Berlin and Milan dc- 
csecs used as* mere pretext Thoae decrees were vain and empty denun- 
ciiEtions in rdation to England. The plain design of the Bnti^ gorem 
aent was to deprive Prance of the benefits pf external commerce, UN. 
LESS THE PROFFTS OP IT WERE TO BE DIVIDED WITH HER. 
BfiLP. HiIb was fully proved by the license trade. Britain carries on the 
vtitj trade she denies to neutrals, and having engrossed the whole to her* 
ael^ she excludes neutrab ^m a paiticipation. 

''I am among the last men in the senate who would justify or defend the 
ordeit in coancil—THEY VIOLATE THE PL/aNEST RIGHTS OF THE 
NATION. — ^riie mund of retaliation was never more than a pretext, and 
thdr plain object ta to deprive France of neutral trade. It never was con- 
tended, nor does Britain now contend, that she would be justified by Uie 
btws or usages of nations to interdict our commerce with her enemy. 
She COVeS her INJUSTICE WITH THE CLOAK OP RETAUA- 
TION, and insists that she has a right to retort upon her enemy the evib 
of his omi poii^.-- This is a doctrine to which 1 am not disposed to agree 

3^ 
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IT IS DESTRUCTIVE TO NEUTJtAJJS. Itmakes themihe prey of tbe 
belligerents. 

"fir IS A DOCTRINE WlflCH WE MUST RflSISf ." 

lu addition to the authority of Messrs. Lloyd and Bayard^ I 
beg leave to adduce that of the late governor of Connecticut, 
Roger Gris^old, Esq. which, though not quite so unequivocal, is 
sufficiently stroYig tq satisfy every candid reader. 

Oil the 10th of October, 1811, eight months previous to the 
declaration of war, Governor Gris.wold, in an address to the Le- 
gislature, drew a strong portrait of the injustice of the belli^- 
rents towards us, and of the necessity of abandoning the pacific 
policy which our government had purst^ed, and adopting vigo- 
rous and decisive measures to enforce respect for pur rights. 

<*lt has been our cnisfbrtune to punue a p6licjr, which has rendered us 
<^<)nteInptible in the eyes of foreign nati<nis ; and' we are treated as a people, 
tviio a:fQ ready to submit to every indignity, which interest or capnce im- 
poses upon US. It cannot, however be too late to retrieve the national hoii- 
"o^; and we ouffht to expect that our public councils will find, that a manly, 
impartial, and dedded course of measures has now become indiq>ensible — 
such a course as. sha|l satisfy foreign nations, that whilst we desire peace, 
we have the MEANS AND THE SPIRIT TO R£P£L AGGRESSIONS. 
The interests of the United States undoubtedly require a secure and hon- 
ourable neace. But the only guarantee whicn' ourht or can with safb^ 
be rekea on for this object, is a sufficient organized force and spirit to use 
It with eflcct, when no oUier bonouiable means of redress can be re- 
sorted to. The extensive r^sources^ aided by the geographical situation of 
our cotuitry, have furnished every necessny means for defending our tei^ 
rhory and our commercie: and WE ARE FALSE TO OURSELVES WHEN 
ErrUER [i. e. our territory or our commerce,] IS INVAJMED WITH IM- 
PUNnW 

No dispassionate reader can denv that Governor Griswold in 
fhis speech makes very strong and unequivocal declarations of 
the necessity of Vigorous, and decicive, that is to say, of war- 
like measures. It is impossible otherwise to interpret the im- 
presftive style in which he invokes the smrit to use the ^rgani' 
zed force ivUh ^J^cf?'— and the declara&m that «<u?e are false 
!a ourselves when we allow our commerce or our terriUny to he 
Invaded with impunity J^ 

On the 12th of May; Iftlg^ only five wpeks before the decla- 
ration of war, the Legislature of Connecticut met again. Gov- 
ernor Griswold addressed them once more on the same subject* 
He explicitly declared, that 

" the last six months do not appear to hare produced any change in the 
hostile aggresskmsiof foreign nations on the commei^e of the United States 

And after referring to. and justly reprobating the burning of 
our vessels by the French, he emphatically adds, 

^ Such, however, has been the character of both, that do circumstanee 
CAN JUSITFY A PREFERENCE TO EITHER." 
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I bf g the reader vill give these documents a due d^ree of con- 
sideration. It appears that Governor Oris wold ^ on the 10th oit 

• October, 181 1, uneauivocalij pronounced ^ opinion* that the ag^ 
gressions of G. Britain and Fnince weN| of such a nature as to war» 
rant resistance bj war.' * He denouaccMl the pacific policy we had 

^pursued as rendering vls^^ contemptible in the eyes offireignna- 
tionsj'^ who in consequence regarded ^^ tisas a people ready to 
submit to every indignity which interest or caprice mi^ht impose 
upon Its." He called upon the government to change its system^ 
and to convince foreign nations, that '* we have the means and 
the spirit to resent foreign agg^essions,^^ ^ And finally declares 
** we are false to ourselves when we suffer our commerce or our 
territory to be invaded with impiinityy Seven months after- 
wards, he reviews these declarations, and states that << no cir- 
cutnstance could jiisttftj a prefelr^oe to eithir^^ France or England, 
both had so gross!}r^ outraged bur rights. And yet, reader, what 
must be your astonishment to be told, that this same Governor 
Griswold,. immediately after the war was declared, which his 
speech appears to have urged; arrayed himself among and was a 
leader of the ^'friends of peace ^^^ whddenounced the war as wick- 
ed, and unjust and unholy ! ! ! 

I might have rested the cause on the united testimony of Mr. 
Lloyd, and Mr. Bayard, and Governor <jUiswold. They are ful- 
ly sufficient for my purpose. No candid or honest man ciLn re- 
sist them. They all with concurring voice establish the strong, 
the decisive fact, that there was ample and ade<iaate c^use of war. 
But regarding the subject as of immense and vital importance, 
I am determined ^^to make assurance doubly sune." I therefore so- 
lemnljr dte before the public another evidence, still more power- 
ful, still more overwhelming, to prove that the war vjis not found- 
ed in falsehood — ^to prove that it was both just and righteous. ' 

This evidence is the honourable Harrison Qmj Otis, Esq. a gen- 
tleman of considerable talents, great wealth, high standing, and 
most powerful influence in the state of Massachusetts, who has 
acted a very conspicuous and iftiportant part in the extraerdina^* 
ry events of our era. He was forn^erly a senator of ^e United 
States— H-ecently a member of th^ legislature of Massachusetts-^ 
one of the principal movers of the appointment of, and a dele- 
^te to, the Hartford Convention; (which legislature and conven- 
tion denounced the war as unjust, and wicked, and profligate)— 
and finally one of the delegates to Washington, to* negotiate with 
the president on the part of the eastern states* It is nardly ne- 
cn^aryto add— 4ut I shall Be pardoned, I tr^stfor adding Jtha^ 
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there is not in tbe United States a more unifornii underiatin^^ 
and zealous op|>oser of th^ P>^7 ui power*— a more decided anti- 
^g;aUican— or a citizen less diS|M>ged to censure England or her 
measures unjustly^ than Mr Otis. 

This gentleman^ onthel4tb. of January, 1812, addressed to a 
friend in Londi^, a letter on the relations of the two nations— 
which displays no small share of publis spirit, and breathe^ a 
most fervent desire for the repeal of the osders in council, in 
order to remove the indignation and abhorrence they excited in 
the United States* 

This letter was published in London; and, had not the coun* 
9ellors, of his Britannic majesty been most fatally and ^;r^ous-' 
ly misguided, would have produced an immeaiate ana decisive 
dfect, and saved the two countries from the horrors of warfiire^ 

One of the democratic papers in Boston, I believe the Patriot, , 
republished the letter, with comments injurious to Mr. Otis, of 
which I have a verj^ imperfect recollection. They appeared to me 
ill-fo\inded at the time. Major Russel, editor of the rentinel, ad- 
mitted the authenticitv of .the letter, which he published; girded 
on his armour; and fully defended the^ writer and his production. 
He proved to the satisfaction of tbe public, that no inference 
eould fairly be drawn from that communication,- inculpating the 
moral or political character of Mr. Otis, who, on the contwy, 
deserved aj^lause for thejpart lie took in this affair. The ideas 
of the editiH* of th^ Centi|iel . were just and correct These 
views are given from memory. But the strong impression the af- 
fair made on my mind at the time, convinces me that they are es- 
sentially just. 

> 

With these explanations I submit the letter to the reader, 
whom I beseech to sive it due attention. It will bear thrice 
reading. On the subject I am discussing, it is final and decisive, 
^ever was there a more erresistible document. 

fkctractofa letter Jro/u Barriaon Gray Ott*, E»g. to ajriend tnLondsn, ddte^ 
JSo^cn, Jan. I\\9i2. 

«* You will perceive by the papers that our gorermnent profess the inten- 
tion to sssume a very warlike, attitude; and tlmt.tlie sentiment of indigna- 
. tion throughout the country at the continuation of the orders in council, IS 
LOUB AND UjavERSALFROM BOTH PARTIES! The mothrcs which 
uiduce your government to continue them, arc quite incomprehennble to 
the BBST PmENDS of Great Britun in this country; and the effect wiU be 
to make eveiy manOIHOUS who dares to express a wish for your success 
and prosperity; a aentiroent still common to our best men, but which an ad- 
her^iee to this system will impair and destroy. 

« It b too true, that the repeal of the BerHn and Milan decrees has been 
less formal than it should have been; and that our admiiustration have be- 
come illing dupes to the insidious policy of Napoleon. # 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE OLIVE BKAKCB. 25$ 

« But 4vfay thould our goirernmeiit miiid H^ Why should they not em- 
brace unj pietence for restoring haimonv between our two countries, es- 
pecially as it wiH of consequence be followed by hostility on the part of 
France? Napoleon wiH renew his outrages t|ie moment We are frienos i and 
the natural tka which cdment <2reat Biitam and Ainerica, will be drawn 
closer. On the contrazyythe scrupulous 'adh«renoe of your oahinet to an 
empty punctilio> will too probably unite the' whole countey in opposition to 
your nation, and sever for generatiomL perhaps 'forever^ interests whi(^ 
have the most natural affinity, and MEN WHQ OUGHT TO F££L AND 
LOVE UKBBRETHRBNy 

Let us canvass this precious document attentively. It is 
frauffht with meaung, and lashes conviction. Every sentence 
U oT vital importence. "^ Mr. Otis states that ^ the sentiment of 
huUgnatwn againat the aii'ders in couneU wa$ Uud and univer- 
sal from both partiesJ*^, This declaration from such a quarter 
IB overwhelming—it is irresistible, [t proves the strong sense 
prevalent of the outrage and injustice or the orders in councU. 
The concurrence of both parties, who so rarely a^ree in any 
point, demands, particular attention.* And surely A£. Otis him- 
gelf, or Mr. Pickering, or Mr. King, will not deny that it ig fair 
to infer that he mustliave re^rd^ the orders in council as un- 
ju'st« and wicked «and oppressive, and piratical, and utterly in.de- 
iensUde, when he canduily confesses, that a continuance of them 
Would ^produce the ^ect to render any man 'odious who dared 
to express a wish for the success and prosperity^^ of Great Bri- 
tain. . . 

Mr.Otis deprecated a war with Eiu;land as one of the mightiest 
evils. He appears to have regarded these orders as not merely 
cause of war— 4rat as likely to produce war, if continued. 

^Vhat language shall I use, reader, to fix your attention to 
this most solemn part of my sulyect ! Mr. Otis is so thoroughly 
impressed with a conviction of the injustice of the orders in coun* 
cil, that Hit ^* sentiment of indignation throughout the country,^' 
at their continuance, •< is loud and universal from both partiesj^^ 
and tiiat " Ifie effect ofiheir continuance ttilt ftg, to render odious 
^.vety man who dares to express a u^shfor the success and prosper- 
ity of England'^ and further,that **mn adherence to an empty punc- 
tUio wUT sever tiie two nations perhaps for ever.^^ Let it he obser** 
ved that these declarations were made January 14, 181^ only five 
months before the declaration of war-r-&Qd further, that no alter- 
ation or mitigation of the risour of thosQ orders had taken place 
when war was declared. When diese points are duly weighed, 
let the reader consider that thb same Harrison Gray Otis was 
one of the prime movers of a seditious, I might say a treasbnar 
ble opposition to the war, on the gnrand of its having been *<pro- 
fiigate and unjust." It is impossible for languas;e to do justice 
to the astonisnment these reflections are calculated to excite. 
Mr. Otis was a member of the senate of Massachusetts, in Febm- 
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•ry, 1814, when a report of both houses declared, « that the war, 
so fertile in calamities, wtt$ waged with the worst possible 
views, and cttrried on in the worst possible manner, forming a 
union of weakness and wickedness, which defies for a parsuki 
the amals of the iportdUr 

Here I close this part of the discnssTon. It were superfluous 
to add a line. The reader will have no difficulty to decide. 
A few more strong facts, and I shall have done. 

On the 18th of December, 1808, a vote was taken in the 
house of representatives of the United States^ qq ^e following 
r^olution ; > ' . 

*'Re9oli[^ That. the Umted States cannot without a sacri^ce oi their 
rights, honour and indc^ndence,- submit to the late edicts of Great BnW 
ain and France. ' , . 

'<And decided in the affirmattveasfollows; yeas 118;.nayB2. 

<ff eas. — Messrs. Alexander W. Alston L. Alston Bacon Bard i^dJber Basse tt . 

Blackledge Blake Blount B»yd Boyle Brown Burwell Butler Calhoun Can^K 
bell Champion Chittenden Clay Clopton Culpepper Cutts Davenport Dawson 
Deane Desha DureU Elliot Ely flndley Fi^ Franklin Gardner Garnet Ghol- 
son, Goodwyn Gray Green Harris Heister Helms Holland Hohnes Howard 
Hiunphreys Isley-J. G.Jackson R/ S. Jackson Jenkins Johnson Jones Kelly 
Kenan Key Ktrkpatrick, Lambert Lewis Uoyd Macon Marion blasters 
M«Creery Miinor D. Montgomery J. Montgomery N. R. Moore T. Moore 
Jer. Morrow Jno. Morrow JUbte^ Mumfore Kelson JNew^fl Newton Nich- 
olas Pitkin Porter Qtdncy Mand^^h kea ]^ea J. Richs»^ M. Richards Rus- 
sel Say Seaver Shaw Sloan Smelt SmiUe J^Smitb J.Smith Southard Stanford 
Stedman Storer Sturgtt Taggart TbUmedge Taylor Thompson Trieg Troup 
Upham Van Allen l^<w Cowrikmdt Van Horn Van Ransselear Verplank 
Wharton Whitehill WUbour Williams A. Wilson N. Wilson Winn.— 118. 
" Nays.-.-^ Messrs. Gaj(iei>ier Hoge—a" 

This is a vote of immense iroportauce in the decision of the 
question which I have been discussing. One hundred and eifht^n 
members out of one hundred^nd twenty, have recorded their 
deliberate opinion that << sfuH^U to the edicts of Oreat Britain 
and France,^* would be " a sacrifice of the rights, honour and 
independence^^ of the tj^ited States, 

Our government had used every conceiveble peaceable mean? 
to induce Great Britain to revoke her orders in council, to which, 
according to those gentlemen, we could not sibmitjwithout ^a sa-- 
crifice of our rights honour and independence.^^ But every ef- 
fort had been made in vain. The orders in council remained 
unrevoked. 

Tet many of these gentlemen, thus solemnly pledged ami 
committed, voted against the war, as unjust and unholy and 
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kicked $ and spared no pains td excite a seditious^ ^a trcir 
sonaiile opposition to it, on the pretext of that injustice and 
wickedness ! 

Can the hitman inind conceive a stronger and more inde- 
fensible contradiction than this ? It is impossible. 

The war was in resistance of the orders in council and^ 
according to these gentlemen, was of course, a war to pre* 
Vent ^^ a sacrifice of the ri^ts, honour, and independence at 
tiie tJnit^ States.^' And if ever war ean be just and 
holy, it surely is then just and holj, when it is waged in 
de^nce of ^^ tiie rights, honour, and independence of m 
nation.'! 

I cannot allow myself to believe, that t shall have a singk 
dreader who will doubt or deny the correctness of this infe* 
t^nce. It is irresistible. These gentlemen are fairly com- 
mitted in the face of the countiy and of all Christendom^ 

It may be said, and has been said ten thousand times, 
that the same pledge was given oDt the subject of the French 
decrees ; and that war ought to have been declared against 
one . nation as well as the otlier. To this there are two re- 
plies. One, that the French government did repeal its de- 
crees, although in a very ungracious and nncourteous man- 
ner.. But ungracious, and uncourteous, and indecorous as it 
was, theu were repealed. That this was tlie fact, I appeal 
to Mr. Utis. He has . completely Settled this p#int forever. 
Qn the 14th of January, 1812, as we have seen, in a con- 
fidential letter to a iriend, he declared, not that th^ decrees were 
uiirepealed-r4)ut that <« the repeal was Ussformd than U shatdd 
have heen.^ The reader who does not fipd that ^is is a 
decisive admission that they were actually repfuUed, must be 
wilfnlly blind. Tlie other reply embracer an important fact. 
When the question of war against Gre;d: Britain wis under 
discussion in Congress, Mr. M'Kee, o^ Kentucky^KI7>iiiov«ti^' 
far a declaration ojkwar against France as well as lier ene- 
my. The motion, on a division of the house, was negatived 
by a very lar^e Majority. Ten members only* voted . in the 
affirmative, of whom |C7*««?cn were iemocnrfs— and fjphut 
tkri^ federalist^! Jul the other federalists voted in the nega- 
Hve ! This for ever closes the clamour on the subject of the 
propriety ot declaring war against France. 

Here I miLke a solemn pause. The orders in council 
were, as we have seen, one of the most prominent grounds 

* See this fact tuted in the speech of Mr. Clay, speaker of the Home of 
Bepresentatlves of the United States, Jan*^, 18t3» Weekly Register, vot 
4^ page 373. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



t0S THE OLIVE BRANCB. 

•f ' war. I bave festablished their exkteaee and their flagi- 
tious injustice at the time ef that dedarattoc. Yet the sea- 
ate of Massachusetts has declared that^<< the wttr was 
founded in falsehood I //" . 

IVhen f stated the eoorinous transit dutj the British inin» 
istrj attempted to collect . for prT^perniission to trade ifitii 
France, I mentioned^, that to^ such an iextraTagant length waa 
thfhr violation of neutral, nghts and of our independent sot'* 
erei^ty carried, that, Wonderful to tell, thej aliected to 
consider the permission to trade on these terms, as a we- 
eial favour! L^st the reader might doubt or disbelieve tiiis 
astonishing, this monstrous, this dishonourable, this unpar- 
alleled fact. 1 give him the most uneouivocal autfaoritji*-the 
celebrated Francis James Jackson. This gentleman,- in a 
letter to the secretary of state, dated October 11, 181£j ex- 
pressly states— 



« The option g^ven to neutrals— 4o 'trade with the enemies of Great pri- 
laii)— throueh British porta— ON PAYMENT OP A TRANSIT DUTY, 
was otngriually deviled and intended— U a MITIGATION of what it cer- 
tainly more correct, but more rigid in principle— THE TOTAL AND 
IKQVALIFIED INTEtolCTION OP ALL TRADE WTTH THE 
ENEMY ! r* 

There Is one point of view in which the pretensions of 
England ou[^ht to be considered, to show their palpaUe antf 
shocking injustice, their ntter disregard of the rights of 
this nation, and their tiotal departure from the most sdemn 
jirofessions -^reviou^l^ made. 

By - these; professions Etagland bad pledged hersdf to re- 
peal the Orders in Council as soon as the fierlin and Milan 
decrees were repealed, so far as Aose decrees aflbcted our 
intercourse with England. We had no right to demand of • 
France to go ftrther than this in her repeal. It would 
have been the mast arrogant presumption for our govern- 
ment to have prescribed to France any regulation of such 
part* of her trade as we were not interested in. Yet Eng- 
land did require a repeal of her decrees as they affected hcF 
trade with other nations, as a sine qua non to the repeal of 
the orders as they affected the trade of the United States. 

This has been repeatedly denied, and with the utmost con- 
fidence. B*t denial is not disproof. And unfortunately for 
the friends of Enjland> the fact has become matter of'^hia- 
toncal record. It is to be found in a document of the moat 
indisputable authenticity. On the 18th of June 181£, imly 
S^L ^S® before the declaration of war, Mr. Foster, the 
BrttiBh Miilister at Washington, wrote a letter to our go- 
vernment, in which this idea is distiBctlv uA imequivocdly 
trowed in the following woidss / — i -^ 
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« ■ . • • 

*<Ih»ve no hesiUlioii, sir, in saying, UUt Gfoat Britain»#s the caae has 
aitheto stood, neT^ did, nor ever could engage, without the f;roaBest in- 
justice to herself and her allies, as well as to other neutral nations, to re- 
jpea] her orders, as aGTecting* An^^ca alone,, leaving them in force against 
«ther states, upon a CQndition that France would expect, iing)> and ipeciaUyy 
America firom the operation of her decrees. 

Whatever ceprobation the system here avowed^ loudly calls 
for on the groand of its gross and flaunt iniustice, we most 
Approve the candour of Au*. Foster, ^hicb clothes in all its gen- 
iiine and intrinsic deformity, and holds up to the abhorrence of 
the (air and upright part 6i mankind of all nations. 

England at this time stood pledged to this country, by repeats 
ed declarations^ promulgated with the utpoost solemnity, to pro- 
ceed j»ri|NiS5tt with France. But notwithstanding these solemn 
pledges so often reiterated, bhe at last fairly come out widi her 
declaration, that the repeal of the dec^ee3 so affecting America 
was to produce no effect on the Orders in Council as affecting 
thb country. That is, as plainly as can be, that unless we could 

Srevail on Prance to cease the operation of her decrees upon 
ritish trade genendly, we had no reason to hope for a relaxa- 
tion of the riffour and injustice of her Orders itf Council. Thit 
Is a new explanation of upari passuj and would of itself, had 
it stood alone, afforded full justification of the declaration of 
boitiiities. 

No man who has the leiUt regard to his character-^who is net 
deprived by faction and party violence of the moral sense— • 
can, after a perusal of the preceding observations and facts, hes- 
itate what sentence to pronounce on the accusation, that << th^ 
ioar tros founded in fatsekood.^^ 



CHAPTER XLVI. 

Enmdry into the justice qf the war continued. A cUar^ exflU 
ctt and unanswerable defence of i^, on the ground of imnress^ 
me$a afone^ independent of all the other grievaneeSf iy trie un* 
exagtUnuMe testimony if the honourahu James Hoy dp Msg* 
of Mueaekusetts. 

Itt^essment* 

OF the enomutj of this li»^ble gniqMiy^f ^chrT^cnea to 
heaven for vengeance. I have giren^ucb copious details^ in 
chapters 31, to 38, that I need not enter deeply into it here« 
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That it wa» ample and adequate cause of war, no man can de'' 
fij, who reads the letter from commodore Porter, page £10*-^ 
and the extract from the leg book of the Guerriere, page £11— 
whereby it U indisputablj establiehed that there were no less 
than the enormous number of forty five American impressed sea- 
men on board three British ressefs. 

I must once moi:e beg leaye to introduce to the reader, James 
Lloyd Esq. When 1 shelter myself under such authority as 
Messrs. Otis, Pickering, Lloyd, &c. I deem myself HupregniUe. 

Extract of a letter from the hen, Jamea JJoyd to the hon, Mr, Perkine. 

«< tf Great B/itain did daim and exerciae the rights to impress iato her 
service the real, bona fide, native citizens of the United States, an intermina- 
ble war with her, or with aU the nations of the earth (if it could not be oth- 
erwise prevented) roisiit be alike lust, necessary and commendable. The 
ocean, ibr the use of the gre^ family oi* mankind should own no chartered 
privileges. In a time of neutrality, while abstaining fropo injury to otbei^ 
It should be as free as air, to all who navigate it, tod the IMPRESSMENT 
OP A NATIVE AMERICAN CFTIZEN innocent of crime, and owing else. 
where no primary or paramount allegiance, and prosecuting a lawful com- 
merce, in a vessel of uis own country, is, as it respects the individual* and 
as it regards an infringement of rights, as noes a violation aS if he were 
arrested, TORN A^D TRANSPORTED INTO SLAVERY PROM HIS PA- 
TERNAL ROOF OR DOMESTIC ALTER.** Boston CentineL March 61 
1613. 

The mine glows with ^im&tion on reading these noble, these 
dignified, tliese manly sentiments, worthy of the most illustri* 
dns heroes ^f the revolution ! What a wbnderfut contrast bfetweea 
them and the groveling report of the committee of the legilslatare 
of Massachusetts ! This single extract were sufficient to justify 
the war, had thert been no other ground than impressment alone.' 

From the commencement of the French revolutionary war till 
the declaration of hostilities took place, our vessels were ,arrest- 
ed wherever met with by British vessels of war— -the crews over- 
hauled — the British captains seized and enslaved whom th^ 
pleased— 418 they were,.m the strong language of Cobbett— *«AC;- 
CUSfiRS, WITNESSES, JUDGES, AND CAPTORS.'' 

En^lahd would have made war against all the nations of Ea* 

rope m succession, had they dared to impress her seamen. An<f 

what right had she to claim a religious veneration for her flag, 

when she was in the daily practice of violating ours in the gross* 

St manner? , 

I request the reader's attention to this subject. Mr. Lloyd 
unites <^ the claim'^ and *^the exercise J^ The former is unim- 
portant in itself, and does not affect the question. Sujp- 
pose England to << claim a right" to all our vessels — w 
«ur territory— to ouf' p^rsoAH-it is Ho cause of war. Bitf 
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M^ qiomeiit she attempts ^' to exercise the right*' to seiz^ 
mnj of theniy resistance becomes a duty. 

It thus appears^ that the expressions^ claim" is mere 
yerbiage. I do by no means believe it was employed to de- 
lude the reader. But I do aver that such is its effect 

ICT*" The exercise" then ** by Great Britain^ of the ri$k( 
^ impress into her service— the real bona fide native citi* 
zeas of the United States— -would" Inr the explicit and 
unexceptionable declaratioi^ of Jame§ M^y^y ^^ justify an 
Uterminable w^ witli her*" 

The question, reader, is thus reduced within a narroi^f 
compass. It only remains to be ascertained wnether ^< she 
exercised,, the execrable <« rieht of impressment" of ^ real 
bona fide citizens" or not. If she did, the war, according 
to Mr* Llovd, was just To. prove the fact beyond the pos- 
sibility of doubt, I call in very high authority. I will give 
up for a moment my own calcula^on of 7p00-^e secre- 
tary's statement of 6rOO— -and even lord Casttereagh's ad- 
mission of 1600.* r will rely upon the committee of the 
legislature of Massachusetts^ and upon the reverend Mr. 
Tanart, member in congress fi*om that state. 

Tn^ latter admits there were three hundred impressed 
American seamen on board the British navy on the declara- 
tion of war.' And a committee of the house of representar 
tives of Massachusetts, { ^^ as 'far as their enquiries went^^J 
admit that tiiere were eleven impresse4 natives of th^ state 
9n board that navy. 

I proceed logically. As " the exercise 0/ the ririit" of 
impressing the ^< real bona fide native citizens of the United 
States into the service of Oteat Britain, would justify an— 4n- 
terminable war with her or ^11 the nations of the earth."— 
and as we have clearly establjsbed that there were — at all 
events, 300 native citizens of the United States so impress- 
ed — ^it follows that Mr. Lloyd roust justifv the late war— 
and will not dare to assert tnat it ' was << founded on falser 
hood.'' Q. E. D. 

Before I close the subject, I beg leave to introduce higher 
personages on the stage. 

The prince regent has publicly declared^ that^ << it is 
known to the world that this country, [Great Britain] was 
ikot the aggressor In this war." 

And the lords of the admiralty, in their proclan^ttion, 
dated April 1814, (see page 59,) express their regret Oki the 
subject of << tiie unprovoked aggression of the American g^ 

iu 
ban 

* Lord Cat tlereagfa in the Bi(^ parfiament, I am aflBored and con^ 
fid(Si4^ beEefe, adaitted this nijjSnr. ^ 
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temmeiit in declaring war after all the causes of its original 
complaint had been remored*^ 

1^ enter the lists against such formidaMe antagoaists, is 
really bold and daring. But I yenture to assert, and hopi 
I have proved, that the war was not *^ founded in blse- 
hood ;'*--^t Great Britain was notoriouslj ^ the agmssor;'* 
and that none of <^ the original causes (tf complaint had 
been remored" previous to the. declaration of war. 

Just as this page was going to press, I met with an ilh* 

Girtant document, which bears powerfolljr and unanswen- 
j on tMs topic. It is entitled. 

** An abMract of tiie retnms or Uito receiYed from Gaieml Lymsn of 
American seimMii Hid citizens» who huTe been itop r ewcd and held on 
board his IHitannic majesty^ ships of war, from the lit of October 
ISOr, tiU the 31^. of March 18097' 

The whole number of impressed men included in these 

returns, is --.• 873 

Of whom were discharged ..... ^ ^7 

Applications unanswered , - 103 

In ships on foreign stations .... - 48 
Deserted ...-..---.-. 32 

British subjects - - . •- 9S 

Having voluntariallj entered .... - 34 
Married u^ England or Ireland - - - • T 
The remaining 2(^ were refusied to be dischared on va- 
rious erounds, of irregularity of documents, &c. &c.*-But 
let it be borne in eternal remembrance, ihat of the wholei 
number 8739 there were only 98 who were detained as British 
subjects 1 

This single document is of itselt abundantly sufficient to 
condemn beyond the power of appeal or justification, the 
odious practice of impressment. Eight hundred and seventy 
three persons, sailing under the American Bag, which ought 
to have ensured them full and complete protection, aie sei*^ 
zed with every circumstance of outrage, oppression, injury, 
and injustice, as British subjects^^^-^ire torn from their 
friends and families and country-— are compelled to fight tiie 
battles of Great Britain, at the risaue of being slan^tered 
by her enemies— 4hey are subject to the most ignominious 
punishment, if they dare refuse to strre ; and yet good hea- 
vens ! what an abomination ! when their cases are fiUly in- 
vestigated, it is found that only 98 of them are asserted to 
to ^^^haush {hey were all stolen wider pretence that tiiey 
were — BrUiM subjects! i I ^ 

I make a solemn appeal on tit sub)ect--not to the Uni- 
t^ States'^-not to the Britis^^nation^-^ot to France— b«t 
to th^ whole world— and boldly aver, and dare contradict 
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fton^ tkat no Botion ever perpetrated such atrocious, such horri- 
Me, fAich lawless Tiolenee on^another nation, in a state of preten- 
ded peace and friendship, and that do nation, witli equal means 
^ defence and offence, ever before submitted to such huntilia- 
Jion, such degradationiashas.been heaped on the United States. 



CHAPTER XLVIL 

TuitMence of Boston. Boston acts on Massachusetts, Massa^ 
* tkwsetts a<its on tk^ other eastern states. Jealousies and dis- 
cord sedulously excited. Hateful picture of the southern states. 
Commercial and anti-cpinmerciai Hates. Enquiry into the 
claims of the eastern states. Fankeeism. Moral and religions 
people. 

JjOSTON, the metropolis of Massachusetts, has been, for 
a long period, and mofe particularly since the close of the reign 
of federalism, the seat oi discontent, complaint and turbulence. 
It has been itseirrestless and uneasy — and uas spread restlessness 
a|id uneasiness in every direction. It has thwarted, harrassed, 
and embarrassed the general government, incomparably more 
|hmn all the rest of the upion together. 

Whatever difficulty or distress arose from the extraordinary 
clrcnmstances of the times — and great difficult and distre^^s 
were inevitable*— was aggravated and magnified to the highest 
degree, for the purpose of inflaming the public passions. The 
leaders in this business were clamorous, when we were 
at peace in 1793, and in 1806, for war against England 
on account of their depreciations on their commerce and 
in 180r, on account of the attack on the ChesM>edce. They 
were equallv clamorous, as we have seen, in 1803, for war affain^t 
Spain, tor the interruption of the right of deposit at New-Orleans* 
and denounced, in the most virulent stile, the imbecility and 
cowardice of "tte government Yet from the moment when war 
was declared, they clamoured for peace^and reprobated the war as 
wicked, unjust, and unnecessary, although the causes of war were 
incomparably greater in 1812, than in 1793, 1803, 1806, or 1807.^ 
They made every possible effort to raise obstructions and diffi- 
culties, in the prosecution of the war; and |C7* yet approbated 
the administration for their imbecility in carrying it on. They 
r^uced the goverriment to bankruptcy, as I trust I shall prove; 
^d tCT* reproached it for its necessities and embarrassments. 

See Chapters 43 and 44. 
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|n a wordy all their moyements have had and still have but oaf 
object, to enfeeble and distract the government This objeot ha^ 
(been too successfully attained. 

Wiih a population of only S5,000 inhabitants, and witfi « 
commerce quite insigmficainty compared with that ofNew-Tork^ 
Philadelphia^ Baltimore or Qbaii^ton, Boston has, bj managed 
inent and address, acquired a' degree of influence bejond all 
proportion ^eater than its due share— -greater in fact than the 
above four cities combined — a degree pf influence which has beem 
exercised in such a manner as to become dangerous to public 
and private prosperity and happiness, and to the peace ana pef»> 
manence of the union. It brought us to the vei^ of its dissov 
lution, and nearly to the awful cqnsequence— ji civil war. 

The movers of this mighty niece of machinery — ^this lever that 
puts into convulsive motion the whole of our political ^bric, 
are few in number. But they are possessed of inordinate wetlth— 
of c6nsi4erable talents — ^grcat energy — aud otergrown. inifiueac^ 
They afford a signal pro(» now muck a few iqen may effect bj 
energy and concert, more especially whei^ they are not very ^ort- 
pulous about tiie means, provided the ends are accomplished. A 
northern confederacy has been their grand ofcyectfor a number Of 
years. They have ' repeatedly advocated in the pub{ic prints a 
separation of the states^ on account of a pretended discordances 
of views and interests of the different sections* 



Thisprojectof separation was fornled shortly afler the adop- 
tion of the federal constitution. Whether it was ventured be- 
fore the public earlier than 1796, I know not But of its pro- 
mulgating in that year, tiiere is the most indubitable evidence. 
A mo^t elaborate set of papibrs was then published in the city of 
Hartford*, in Connecticut, the foint production of an association of 
men ot the first talents and inniience in the state. They appeared 
in the Connecticut Courant, published by Hudson ana Goodwin, 
two eminent' printers, of, I believe, considerable revolutionary 
standing. There Weretheti none of the Ions catalogue of grievances, 
which, since' that period, have been fabricated to jvstity the re- 
cent attempts to dissolve the union. General Washington was 
president; John Adams, an eastern citizen, vice president. 
There was no French influence— no Vii^inia dynasty — no em- 
bar^o-*no non-inte#coursei-BO terrapin policy — no democratic 
madness — ^no war. — Iri 'fine,' every teature in thb affairs oftiij^ 
country was precisely according to their fondest wishes. 
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s lliese essays under the siguature of Pelham, were republished 
In Philadelphia, in a paper 'caUed the New World, edited by Mr. 
& H. S^th. 

To sow discord, jealousy, and hostility between the different 
sections of the union, was the first and grand step in their career, 
in order to ascojnplish the favourite .object ot a separation of 
the states. 

In fact, without this efiSclent instrument, all their efforts would 
have been utterly unavailihg. It would have been impossible, 
had the honest jFeomanry of the eastern states eontinued to re- 
catd theif soutiiem fellow-citizens as friends and brethren, hav- 
ing one common interest in the promotion of the general war«^ 
fare, to m^e them instruments in ihe hands of those who intend- 
ed to employ them to operate the unholy work of destroying thef 
noble^ the august, the splendid fabric of our union and unpand- 
ided form of government. 

For eighteen years, therefore, the most unceasing endeavours 
have been used to pobon the minds of the people era the ' eastern 
states towards, and to alienate them from, their fellow-citizens 
of die southern. The people of the laher section have been poor- 
tray^ as demons incarnate, and destitute of all the good qual- 
ities that dignify or adorn human nature — that acquire esteem or 
regard-^that entitle to respect and veneration. Nothing can ex- 
ceed the virulence of these catricaturies, some of which would 
have suited the ferocious inhabitants of New-Zealand, ratlier than 
a civilized or polished nation. 

To illustrate, and remove alt doubt on, this subject, I subjoin 
an extract from Pelham's essay, No. I. 



** Negroes are, in all respects^ except in regaid to life and death, the cat- 
f]|e of the citizens of the southern states. If th^ were good for food, the 
f^robabilhy i^ that even the power of destroying the lives would be en- 
joyed by their owners; as fully as it is over the lives of their cattle. It cannot 
be, that their kws prohibit the owners from killing their slaves, because 
those slaves are human bein§;s, or because it is a moral e^il to destroy them. 
ff that were the esse, how can they justify their being treated, in all other 
respects, like brutes? for it is in this point of view alone, that negroes in the 
•outhem states are considered in Act as different from cattle. They are 
bought and sold— they are fed or kept hungry— they arc clothed, or re- 
doced to nakedness— they are beaten, turned out to the tury of the ele- 
ments, and torn from their dearest connexiona^ with ss liule remoise as if 
they wejce beasts of the fiekl." 



Never was there a more infamous or unfounded caricature than 
this-* never one more disgraceful to its author. It may not be a* 
ihiss to state, and it greatiy enhances the turpitude of the writer, 
fliat at the period whea fte above was written^ there were roaiqr 
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slaves in Connectiact, who were subject to all the AUadiraiitage^ 
^at attended the southern slates. 

Its vile character is further greatly a^ravated bj the consid^ 
ration that k large portion of thes^ venr n^roes^ and their an* 
cesters, had been purchased, and rent from their homes and fkr 
milies, by citizens of the eastern states, who were actually at 
that moment, and long afterward^i engaged in tiie Slave Trade. 

I add a few more extracts from P^lham :-~ 



We hkre reached a critical period in our poUtical ezisteace. The <_ 
must •oon be decided, whether we wiD continue a natioii» at the enpeaae 
even uf our umon, or sink wUb the present man Of difficulty into contusion 

and slavejy. 

** Manjr advantages were supposed to be secured, and man^ evils avoided, 
by an union of the states 1 shall not deny tkat the suppMitioB was wc^ 
founded. But at that thne those advantages and those evils weft wagwfird 
to a &r greater size, than eitlier would be if the question was at this moment 

to be settled. 

** The northern states can subast as a nation, a republic, withoift any con- 
nesdon «'ith the southern. It cannot be contested, that if the southern states 
wcie possessed of the same political ideas, an union would still be more de» 
irii-ahle than a separation. But when it becomes a serious question, whether 
we shall give up our govemment, or part with the states south Of the Poto- 
mac, no man north of that river, whose heart is not thoroughly democra- 
tic, can hesitate what deci&on to make. 

" I shall in the future papers consider some of the great events which will 
lead to a separation of the United States; show the unportance of retaining 
their present constitution^ even at the expense of a separation; endeavour 
to prove the impossibUity of an union fpr any long period m future, both &om 
the moral and pohtical habits of the citizens of the southern states; and finally . 
examine carefully to see whether we have not abeady approached to the era 
when they must be divided." 

It is impossible for a than of intelliffence ahd candour to read 
^hese extracts, without feeling a decided conviction that the wri- 
ter and his friends were determined to use all their endeaTonrs to 
dissolve the union, and endanger civil war and all its horrors, in 
order to promote their personal views. This affords a complete 
clue to all the seditious proceedings that have occurred since that 
period-«4he unceasing efforts to excite the public mind to Ihat 
feverish state of discord .jealousy, and exasperation, which was 
necessary to prepare it for convulsion. The parties interested 
would on- the stage of a separate confederacy perform tiie brillianc 
parts of Ungs and princes, generals and generalissimos— whereas 
on the grand* stage of a general union, embracing all thrt states, 
thegr are obliged to sustlan characters of perhaps a second or 
third rate. << Better to rule in heil^ than ooey in heawn.^' 

The unholy spirit thai inspired the wnter of the above 
extracts, has be^, from that hour to the prtsent, incessant' 
ly employed to excite hostility between the dififerent soctimio 
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of the umon. To such horrible lengths has this ^SfSi^i.ff^A 
CArHed, that many paragraphs have oecasionaUy ^P^iw^f itt ; 
ip the Boston papers, intended, as well as calcutated to w 
<»te the negroes or the southern states to rise and mtasacre 
their masters. This will undoubtedly appear incredible to 
the reader. It is nevertheless sacredly true. It is a spc* 
cies of tut-pitude and baseness, of 'which the world has prc^ 
doced a few examples. 

Thus sdme progress was made. But it was inconsidem^' 
ble. While the yeomanry of the eastern states were en- 
riched by a beneficial commerce with the southern, they did 
not feel disposed to quarrel with them for their supposed 
want of a due degiree of piety or morality. 

A deeper game "was requisite to be played, or all the 
pilins taken so far, would have been wholly fruitless. And 
this was sedulously^ undertaken.- The press litc|rally eroan-^ 
ed with efforts to prove five points, wholly destitute of foun- 
dation. 

l^rst, That the eastern states were supereminently com- 
ibercial. • 

Secondly, That the states south of the Susquehannah were 
wholly agricultural. 

Tlardly, That there is a natural and inevitable hostility 
between commercial and agrteultural states. 

Fourthly, That this hostility has uniformly pervaded the 
whole southern section of the onion. And 

Fifthly, That all measures of congress were dictated by 
tiua hostility : and were actually intended to ruin the com- 
mercial^ meaning the eastern states. 

I do not Insert that these miserable, these contemptible^ 
these deceptions positions were ever laid down in a regular 
form, as those to arsue upon. But I do aver, that they 
form the basis of three fourtbs of all the ^says, mtragraphs, 
sqaiba, and crackers, that* have appeared in the boston pa- 
pers acainst the administration for manv years past. « The 
Hoad to Ruiii," ascribed to John Lowell, now before me, is 
remailcabl^ for its virulence^ its acrimony, its intemperance, 
and for the talents o( the writer. He undoubtedly places 
his tuliyect in the strongest point of light possible for such 
a subject Bui if you extract from his essays, the assump- 
tion of these positions, all the rest is a mere caput mor'^ 
Iw i i ii^-all ^ sound and fury." On these topics the changes 
rung in endless succession. The same observation will apply, 
and mtii equal force, to hundreds and thousands of essays and 
parapraphs, written on the same topic. 

Never was .the*-^^tilto non vi, sed aaepB cocteiMlo— more 
c^pletely verified. These positions, however absurd, how- 
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ever extrav^nt, however ridiculous they appear in their 
naked form, have, by dint of incessant repetidon, made, such 
an impression upon the minds of a large portion oi the peo- 
ple of &e eastern states, that they arc as thoroughly convinced 
of their truth, as of any problem m Euclid. 

Boston having Acted upon an* inflamed Massachusetts, that 
state acted upon, and put in movement, the rest of the eastern 
Slates, more particularly Connecticut and Ehode Island. New- 
Hampshire and Vermopt are but partially infected with tiie tur- 
bulent and Jacobinical spirit that predominates in Massachusetts. 

It thus happens, that a people proverbially orderly, quiet, so- 
•her, and rational, were actually so highly excited as to be npefor 
revolution, and ready to overturn the whole system of social or- 
der. A conspiracy was formed, which, as 1 have stated, and 
as cannot be too often repeated, promised fair to produce a con- 
vulsion— a dissolution oftheunion-^and o ciin/ tr6r, unless the 
seduced people of that section of the union could be recovered 
from the fatal delusion they laboured under, and restored to their 
reason. 

T shall very briefly, and without much attention to order or re- 
gularity, coDsidef these positions. They are not entitled to a 
serious refutation, but merely as they have been made. the instru- 
ments ol" producing so much mischief. 

Before I to^ch upon the commercial points,! shall ofi*er afe# 
observations on the high and exalted pretensions of the people ai 
the eastern states, to superior morality and religion, over the 
rest of the union. There has ^t been, it is true, quite so much 
parade with the exclusive claims as on the subject of commerce. 
Perhaps the reason is, that there was no political puipoae to b^ 
answered by them.-^But that the people of that section of the 
union are ra general thoroughly persuaded that they very fiu- 
excel the rest of the nation m both reli^onand morals, ne man 
wlio has been conversant with them can deny. This folly of self 
righteousness, of exalting ourselves abqjjre others, is too general 
all over the world; but. no where more prevalent, or to greater 
extent, tlian in the eastern states. To pretend to institute a com- 
[jarison between the religion and morals of the people of Boston 
and those ot Philadelphia, New -York, or Balhmore, would be 
regarded as equally extravagant and ahsurd, with a com|>art80& 
of the gambols of a cow to ihe sprightly and elegant cunretings of 
an Ar^ian courser. The Itev. Jeaidah Morse has in some de- 
gree devoted his geograghy to, and disgraced it by, the perpetu- 
ation of tins vile preiudice. Almost every page that respects 
hit own section of the union is highly encomiastic. He c^ 
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lours with the flattering tints of a partial and enamoured friend. 
But when onee he passes the Sosquehannah, what a Hiideous re? 
^^erse!— \lmost every thing b there fririitfal caricature. Society 
10 at a low and melancholy ebb, and all the sombr^ tints are em- 
ployed to elevate, by the contract, his favourite Elysium, the eas- 
tern states. He dips his pen in gall when he has to pourtray the 
n^nners, orhabitS),or religion, of Virginia or Maryland^ either of 
♦he Carolinas or Georgia, or the western country. 

• I shoald enter far into the consideration of this procedure of 
Mr. Morse, but that it has been ably discussed by a superior pen. 
The editor of the Port Folio, himself a decide^ federalist repro- 
bates, and pronounces a just and eternal condemnation on the 
iUi^ierality of making a school, or indeed any other, book, a vehi- 
cle to excite unimosities between fellow citizens of difierent por- 
tions of Ihe same nation* 

The cfharacter of the eastern states for morality has been vari- 
ous at various times. Not long since it was at a v*ry low . ebb 
indeed. It is within the memory of those over whose chins no 
razor has ever mowed a harvest, that Yankee and sharper were 
regarded as nearly synonimoiis. And this was not among the 
low and illiberal, the base and vulgar. It pervaded all ranKs of 
80ciei;y. ' In the middle and southern states traders were univer- ' 
sally very much on their guard against Yankee tricks when deal- 
ing vdth those of the eastern. 

Thev now arrogate to themselves (and, for party [lurposes, 
their claims are sometimes admitted by their political friends) to 
be, as I have stated^ a superior order to their fellow-citizeqs. 
They look down upon those of the southward with as much con- 
teo^t, • and wiA as much foundation tob,as did the Pharisee of old 
on the despised Publican. 

• ' • 

Both of thps^ views are^ssly errowous. They never, as a 
people, merited 'the opprobrian^ under which they formerly la- ^ 
boured. There were, vt is'tnie*many worthless miscreants among 
them, who, on the'u: migration to the other states, were- guilty of 
base tricks, which, by an UliberaliCy disgraceful to . our species, 
but nevertheless very coifimon, were charged to the account of 
ihe entire people of the eastern statesi and Drought them under a 
most undeserved odium. 

I feel a pride and pleasure in doing justice to the yeomanry of 
the eastern states. They will not suffer in a companson with the 
same class of men in any part of the world. , Thev are upright, 
sober, orderly and regular-*-shrewd, intelligent and well inform- 
ed<^nd I believe ti^re is not a er^ter degree of genuine native 
urbanity among the yeomanry ofany country under the canopy 
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of li^eaven. And it is lamentable and unaccountable how fliej 
haT6 allowed themadlTes to be so^regiouslj duped as thej hkini 
been. I bare known them long: and my respect for them haa 
gradually increased in proportion as my knowledge of timn has 
extended. But I shallnever admit any exclusive or supereminent 
claim to the virtues which I know they possess. And I have no 
hesitation in averring, that although Boston, or Hartford, or New- 
haven, may exhibit rather more appearance of religion and piei^, 
than New-Tork, or Philadelphia, or Baltimore, yet ihe latter ci- 
ties possess as much of the reality^ It would astonbh and fright^ 
' en many of the pious people in iNew-York or Bhiladelphia, to be 
informed— 4>ut uiey may nevertheless rely upon the information 
as indubitably true— 4hat a large portion pf the clei^ in the "town 
of Boston, are absolute Unitarians; and scout the id^ of the di- 
vinity of Jesus Christ as completely and explicitly as ever Dr. 
Priestly did. This is a digression. I did nof intaA to introduce 
it. But since it is here, let it remain. And let me add, that the 
present principle of Harvard College was known to be an Unita^ 
nan when he was elected. This fact establishes the very ^reat 
extent and prevalence of the doctrine. 



CHAPTER XLVm. 

Jlrregame of the Ck^nts of the Easterp, States onthe subject of 
^. Commerce. /Statistical Tables. Comparison of the Exports ^ 
several i^aiesi . 

X HE high and sounding pretensions of the eastern states on 
the subjects? commerce ^ave been almost univei^Uy admitted* 
No person has ever thoueht it wortii while to examine'i^to ^e ac- 
tual state of the facts, it has been presumed,, that, in a matter 
where falsehood and deception were so easily detected, such con- 
fident afisertion^ would Hot be hazarded, unless they rested on a 
strong, foundation. And in drawing the line of demarcation be- 
tween the eastern states and the rest of the union, in the minds 
efthe massof the community, all to the north-:and east of the 
line was regarded as devoted exclusively to commerce— -all to 
the south and west, chiefly to agriculture. 

It is hardly possible to conceive a mater mistake. The read- . 
er will be astonish^l at the view I shall lay before him. I have 
been inexpressibly surprised myself and even now can hardly 
credit my own statements. They are neveitheless indisputable. 
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J\M0 of Exports, 
production* and , 
the treoiury retumt. 
Mu9achM9ett9: 

1791 82,519,000 

1792 2,888,000 
8,755,000 
5,292,000 



TABLE A. 
Hm the United Statee, ^FQREIOJ^ and 
' ' ft-om 1791 to 1802. CarefvUy 



J^ew'Tork, Pennsylvania^ S.CaroSiia- 

2,505,000 3/186^000 2,693,000 

2.535,000 3,82O;000 • 2,428,000 

1793 3,755,000 2,932;000 6,958,000 3,191,000 

1794 5,292,000 5,442,000 6,643,000 3,867,000 

1795 7,117,000 10,304,000 11,518,000 5,998,000 

1796 9,949,000 12,208^000 17,513,000 7^620,000 

1797 7,502,000 13,308,000 11,446,000 6,505,000 

1798 8,639,000 14,300,000 8,915,000 6,994,000 

1799 11,421,000 18,719,000 12.431,000 8,729,000 

1800 11,^26,00q 14,045,000 li;949,000 10,663,000 

1801 14,^70,000 19^851,000 17,438,000 14,304,000 

1802 13,492,000 13/92,000 12,677,000 10,669,000 



extracted fiom 

Maryland. 

2,239,000 

2,623,000 

3,665,000 

^686,000 

5,311,000 

9,201,000 

9,811,000 

12,746,000 

16,299,000 

12;264,e00 

12,767,000 

7^914,000 



98,770,000 12^,941,000 1^4,744,000 83,631*000 101,026,000 



1791 
1792 
a7^3 
1794 
17^5 
i796 
1797 
179rf 
1799 
1800 
1801 
1802 



1791 
1792 
1793 
1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 
1801 
1802 



Qotmecttcitf. ' 

87io,ooa 

879,000 

770,000 

812,000 

819,000 

1,452.000 

8H,000 

763,000 

1,143,000 

1,114,000 

1,446,000 

1,606/K)0 



Rhode hland^ 

470,000 

698,000 

616,000 

. 954,000 

i;222,000 

1,589,000 

975,000 

947,000 

1,055,000 

1,322,000 

1,832,000 

2,483,000 



Vivginia, 
3;i31,000 
5,552,000 
2,987,000 
3,5(21,000 
3,490,000 
5,268,000 
4,908,000 
6,113,000 
6,292,000 
4,430,000 
6,655,000 
3,978,Q00* 



Oeorgia. J^-Vampshire. 



491,000 

459,000 

520,000 

263,000 

695,000 

950,000' 

644,000 

961,000 

1,396,000 

1,174,000 

1,755,000 

1,854,000 



142,000 
181.000 
198,000 
153,000 
229,000 
378,000 
275,000 
361,000 
361,000 
431,000 
555,000 
565,O0U 



12,328,000 14,113,000 55,125,000 11,162^000 3,829,000 



Vertnont, 



20,000 
57,000 
57fiOa 
31,000 

165,000 



524,000 
527,000 
365,000 
321,000 
492,000 
67^,000 
540,000 
437,000 
485,000 
769,000 
874,000 
659,000 



MvhJereey. 

26,000 

23,000 

54>000 

58,000 

130,000 

59,000 

18,000 

61,000 

9,000 

2,000 

25,000 

26,000 



6,764i,000 491,000 



Delaware. 
119,000 
133,000 

93,000 
207,000 
158,000 
201,000 

98,000 
183,000 
297^000 
418.000 
662,000 
440,060 

3^009,000 
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JV! J9. In the preceding table of exports, tiie figures beloir tiiousandt 
•re unifonaly omitted^ as not miateriu to the calculalioii— «iid aflfectins 
equally boUi sides of the question. 

Comparative viewi "df the exports from the different states^ of 
foreign and domestic articles, from 1791 to 190^ induaiveUf. 

See Tf3)le A. 
!• Maryland exported eight fiines as much as Connecticut; 

seven times as much as Rhode Island; tw6 per cent more thab 

<' the great commercial state" Massachusetts ; imd rerj nearlj 

as lAuchas Massachusetts, Newhampshire and Vermont united.' 
Maryland - • - - - - - « 101,0i6;000 ' 

Massachusetts - . ^ . . 98,770.000 

New-Uampshire - . - - . - 3,829,000 

Vermont - - ' - - - ' 165,000 

• ■ :102,r64,000 

Connecticut - - ' - * - " - . 13^28,000 

Rhode Island - ' 14.113;00a 

IL Maryland exported above three hntfdred wnd thiny per. 

^ent. more iham Jykwhampskire^ Vermortt, ConnecHcmt, and 

Wiode Island. ' • 

Maiyhnd r -' • . * - . - 101,0261000 

New Hampshire ... - 3,829,000 

Vermont . - - - - - 165,000 

Connectcut - - - - - 12,329,000 

IthodelsUnd - - - - H113.000 

: 3Q,435,<K» 

III. South Carolina exported nearlj six times as .much as 
Rhode Island; nearly seven times as much as Connecticut; a- 
bove twenty times as much as Newhampshire; 500 time^ asjnuch 
as Vermont; and one hundred and seventy per eent^ more than 
those four states. i 

South Carolinm ... . . 83^631/mio 

Kcw Hampshire •. - - • 3,829,ooo 

Connecticut . - " *. , - - l2,328,ooo 

Rhode Ishmd . - - - 14,113,9oo 

, Vermont^ . - . , . X65,ooo 

— . 30,435,000. 

IV. Virginia exported 8eTenty4hr6e per cent, more than the 
£Dur minor eastern s^tes. 

Vir^ia' . , . , . 53,134,000 

N.Hampfl^iire, Vermont, Sec See No. 2. - - 3o,435,ooo 

V. Virginia and ISouth Carolina exported eight percent, more 
than the five ^^ great oonmercial eastern states.^^ 

Viipnia - - - - 53,l25,ooo 

South Carolina - . - - 83,63 l,o©o 

129,756,000 * 

Massachusetts - ' - . - 98,^o,ooo 

N.Hampshire, Vermont, &c. See No. 2. 3o,435,ooo 

■ 129,2o5,ooo 

VI. North Carolina expmied seventy per cent more than New 
Hampshire and Vermont 
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North Carolina 
New Hampshire 
Vermont 



5^29,000 
165,000' 



5,764,000 



3,994,00d 



VII. Georgia exported nearly as much as Connecticut. 
Georgia > , - . 12,162,000 

Connecticut ... - - 12,3^8,000 

VllL ic^ The Jive southern states ea:f>6rted netarly twice as 
iHuch as the Jive great eaUem states I P 



' Ktarjland 
Virgmia 
North Carolina 
South Carolina 
Geoi^ 



101,026,000 

53,125,000 

6,764,000 

83,631,000 

12,162,000 



256,708,300 
129,205,000 



Five eastern states. Sec No 5. 

IX* Pennsylvania exported nearly as much asth<^<<uve great 
commercial eastern states." 
Pennsylvania. - , • . - 124,744,000 

Five eastern stated. See No. 5. 129,205,0Q0 

rOREIGJ^PRODUCTlbJVS and M^lVU FACT U RES exported Jiwn the 
Ufdted States fromlBOS io 18 13. CarefuUy taken fi-otn the treasiiry^returru. 
Maaaadnuettf. JVettf^York, Fennsylv<xnia, S. Carolina. Staryland, 

1803 83,369,000 3,191,000 3,5045000 947,000 1^71,000 
10,591,000 8,580,000 6,851,000 2,309,000 5,213,000 
13,738,000 15,384,000 9^^97,000 3,108,000 7,450,000 
13,709,000 13.809,000 
16,400,000 12,055,000 
3,243,000 2,946,000 



1804 
1805 
1806 
1807 
1808 
1809 
1810 
1811 
18>2 
1813 



1803 
1804 
1805 
1806 
i»07 
1808 
1809 
1810 
1811 
1819 
1813 



14,577,000 
13,926,^00 
3,619,0bo 
6,119,000 
7,251,000 
5,192,000 
2,648^000 
294,000 



4,232,000 
6,313,000 
3^18,000 
2,358,000 
1,124,000 



4,810,000 
6,241,000 
3,865,000 
1,313,000 
327,000 



2,946,000 10,919,000 
3,783,000 10,282^000 
260,000 1,956,000 



385,000 

408,000 

210,P00 

11,000 

53,000 



4,056,000 
2,213,000 
2,8^0,000 
1,929,000 
1,005,000 



81,324,000 


78,052,000 65,118,000 14,420,000 


1 50,214,000 


Connecticut. 


Rhode-Mmd. 


Tlrgima. 




J\r. Bampfh^. 


S lo,ooo 


611,000 


151,000 


25,000 


51,000 


29,000 


817,000 


395,ooa 


74,000 


262,000 


90,000 


1,509,000 


660,000 


43,000 


218,000 


193,000 


lU42,ooo 


428,000 




383,000 


105,000 


915,000 


367,000 


54,000 


314,000 


15.000 


102,000 


18,000 




2,000 


11,000 


626,000 


107,000 




85,000 


5,000 


456,000 


189,000 


3,000 


9^ 


38,000 


626,000 


23,o;oo 


ll,ooo: 


53,000 




150,000 


17,000 




9,ooof 


5,000 


2,000 


• 







d01|909 f^96d^ooo 2,S55|000 



190,000 1)386,000 
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1804 
1905 
1806. 

i8or 

1808 
1809 
1810 
1811 
2812 
1813 



Vertmnt. 


M Carolina, 


J^few^eftcy, 


Jkhoforei 


27,000 • 


26,000 




240,000 


55,000 


9,000 




517,000 


6r,000 


12,000 




280,000 


102,000 


^'S2? 


7,000 


374.000 


55,000 


4,000 


5.000 


151,000 


25,000 




8,000 


70,u00 


49,000 




50,00p 


41,000 


26,000 


2,000 


37,000 


40,000 


538^0 


4,000 






131,000 


1,000 
61,000 






1,075,000 


107,000 


1,718,000. 



f'wmpi^ative tirwt of foreign artidea, exptrtedfrom 1803 to 1813, See pre- 
ceduig Ttblt B. 

. L Maryland exported ai>ove five (jmes as much as the four mi- 

m>r eastern states^ 



^faryland • 
Connecticut 
Ithode Island 
New Hampshire 
Vci-moot 



501,000 
6,953,000 
1,386,000 
1,075,000 



50,214.000 



9,91^0Qt> 

II. South Carolina e^^rted nearly twice as much as Connec- 
fici^t and Khode Island; abore ten times ad much as New Hamp- 
shire; and above forty percent, more than the foUr minor eastern 
states. 



feouth Carolina 
Connecticut 
Rhode Island 

New Hampshire 

Four minor eastern states, No. f . 



501,000 
.6,953^000 



I4^4fi0,b09 



7^464,000 
1,386,000 
9,915,00(i 



III. Maryland and South Cardina exported nearly eighty per 
cent of the amount exported by Massachusetts. 



Maryland 
South Carolina 

Massachusetts • 



50,214,000 
14,420,000 



64,634,000 
81,314,1000 

. IV. Vii^'nia en>orted 4d)0Te twenty per cent moro than Con- 
necticut and New mmpshire. 



Virginia 
Connecticut 
New Hamitthire 



501,000 
1,386,000 



2,355,000 



lyWr/XX) 
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TABLE C. 
HOMRSTiC PRODUCTIOJTS and MJNVFJCTUREM 

exfiortcd from the U, States Jrom 1803 to 1813, car^lly ex* 
tracted from the treasury teiurna. / 



1«03 
tS04 
1805 
1806 
18o7 
18o8 
l8o9 
1810 
1811 
1812 
1813 



Ml99ackU9Ctt9, 

S5«399,ooo 
6,303,000 
6,697,000 
6,621,000 
6,lb5,ooo 
1,608,000 
6,o22,ooo 
6,76 1,000 
6,o42,ooo 
3,935,000 
1,613,000 



7,626,000 
•7,601,000 
8,098,000 
8.o53,ooo 
9,957,000 
2,^62,000 
6348,000 
1 0,928,000 
b,747,ooo , 
6,603,000 
6,060,000 



Peimsyhania^ 
41,021,000 
4,178,000 
4,^65,000 
3,765,000 
4,8o9,ooo 
1^066,000 
4,238,000 
4,751,000 
5,694,000 
4,660,000 
3,249,000 



S. Carolina, 
6,803,000 
6,142,000 
5,957,000 
6,797,000 
7,129,006 
l,4o4,ooo 
2,861,000 
4,881,000 
4,660,000 
2,o24,ooo 
2,815,000 



MarylaMt, 
3,707,000 
3,938,000 
3,408,006 
3,661,000 
4,016,000 
764,000 
2|57o,ooo 
3,276,000 
5,662,oo» 
3,956,000 
2,782,ootf 



54,986,000 85,283,000 44,796,ooo 6o,523,ooo 36«63o,ooo 



1803 
1804 
l8o5 
1806 
l8o7 
I808 
l8o9 
1810 
1811 
1812 
1813 



]8o3 
1804 
l8o5 
I806 
18o7 
I808 
18o9 
18ia 
1811 
I819 

Wis 



Connecticut. 

21,238,000 

1,486,000 

i, 353,000 

1,522,000 

1,5 19,000 

397,000 

655,000 

762.000 

994,oeo 

720,000 

968,000 



/?. Island. 
664,000 
917,000 
1,065,00 
l49,ooo 
741,000 
139,000 
658io6o 
874,000 
944,000 
6o4,ooo 
234,000 



Virginia. 
5,949,000 
5,394',ooo 
4,945,000 
4,626,obo 
4,393,000 
608,000 
2,786tOOO 
4,632,000 
5,798>ooo 
2,983,000 
1,819,000 



Georgia, 
2,345.000 
2,Qo3,ooo 
2,361,000 
82,ooo 
3,710,000 
24«oo6 
l,o82,ooo 
2,234,000 
2,557,000 
1,066,000 
l,o94,ooo 



. ffamp^drt, 
443,000 
453,000 
380,000 
419,000 
365,000 
122,000 
2o 1,000 
225,000 
315,000 
194,000 
29,000 



11,614,000 7,789,000 42,833.000 18,548,ooo 3,147,ooo 



Vermont A . Carolina A'. Jeroey 

180,000 926,000 21 .000 

135.000 919*000 24.000 

lol.ooo 767.000 2o.ooo 

91.000 786.0O0 26*ooo 

148.ooo« 740.000 d6«ooo 

83.000 117*000 12000 

125.000 322.000 269.000 

4o6«ooo 4ol.ooo 392.000 

32.000 793.000 1.000 

7«ooo 489.000 4.ooo 

795.000 1 0.000 



Delawure 

187.O0O 

1 80.000 

77.000 

125.000 

77.000 

88.000 

96.000 

79.000 

76.000 

29.000 

133.000 



Oiieant 

1.392.000 
2.338.000 
2.357.000 
5.161.000 
537.000 
344.000 
1.753.0O0 
2.5o 1.000 
1.012.000 
l.ol3«ooo 



Columbia. 

1*4 12.000 

1-157.000 

1 •135.000 

1 •091*000 

1*363.000 

281.000 

681.000 

984.000 

2.060.000 

L593.000 

1.387.000 

Ml ■ i 



\Ji\7.ooo 74)55.000 8I6.000 Lo97*ooo 16.4o8.ooo i3.1i4o«o 
36 
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ChmparaHve views of domestic articles eaportedfrom I80S t^ 
1813. See preceeding Table C. 

I. South Carolina exported within e^t per cent of the whole 
amount exDorted by Massachusetts; nearly seven times as mudt 
as Rhode Island; above four times as much as Connecticut; and 
above twice as much as the four minor eastern states. 

South Carolina - - -• 5o.521oo0 

Manacbusetts . . * 54985x>o« 

New Hampshipe - - 3.149.ooo 

Veitnont - - 1^17.ooo 

Connecticut - - 11.6l4.ooo 

Rhode Island • 7.76r.ooo 

-23.789.oo6 

II. Virginia and Maryland exported more than all the eastern 
states. 

Virginia • - 42.«33.ooo 

MaiyBind - - 36.63o.ooo 

79.46XOOO 
MassadivsetU - - • 54.98$.ooo 

N. Hamp. Venn. R. Island, and Conn. 33.767.oeo 

78752.00 

III. North Carolina exported almost seventy-five per cent, 
more than New- Hampshire and Vermont, and nearly as much as 
Rhode-Island. 

North Carolina • - r. 7,oS5,oo9 

New Hampshire - , - 3^147.000 

Vermont - - 15l7.ooo 

4.364.000 
Rhode Island - - 7.789.ooo 

IV. North Carolina and Georgia exported more tlian the four 
minor eastern states. 

North Carolina - - 7.o55.ooo 

Geoif;ia - - 18.548 ooo 

25.6o3.oo» 
New-Hampshire, Vermont, &c. (No. 1.) - 237'67.oo* 

V. Georgia Exported nearly twenty per cent more than Connec- 
' ticut, New-Hampshire, and Vermont. 

Georgia - • - 11.548.oo«* 

Connecticut - - 11.614.ooo 

New Hampshire • - 3.147.ooo 

Vermont - - lJ2l7.ooo 

15.977.oo# 

VI. The district of Columbia and the stBite of Gkoma exported 
thirty per cent, more than New-Hampshire^ Vermont, Connecticut 
and Rhode Island. 

Columbia - - 13.144.ooo 

Georgia - - 18.548.ooo 

31.e92xKi6 
New-Haropsbtre, Vermont, Connecticut, kc. (No. 1.) 33.7«7.oo# 

VII.' Virginia, Maryland^and South Carolina, exported above 
sixty per cent more than the five eastern states. 

Virgmia - - 42.833.ooo 

Maryland - - 36.630.ooo 

SoutnCarolina - . 50.523.ooo 

129.986.ooo 
Five esstem sutes (in No 2.) 78iE52.Qo» 
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Vni, The district of Columbia^ of ten miles square^ 
^exported more than New Hampshire^ Vermoat, and Rhode 
Island. 

Columbia - " ' 13,144^000 

>Jcw Hampshire - - 3,147,000 

Vennont - . - 1,217,000 

Tlhode Island , - - - 7,789,000 

' 12,153,000 

tX. The state of Virginia exported above half as much 
as the five eastern states, 

TiTginia - • - 42,833,000 

fbe five eastern states (No. 2.) 787,52,000 

X. Virginia exported nearly as much, and South Carolina 
fourteen per cent more than Pennsylvania. 

Virginia - - - 42,833,000 

South Carolina - - - 50,523,000 

Pennsjrivania * , • . 44,796,000 

XI. Virrinia exported five hundred apd fifty per cent 
more than Rhode Island ;^three hundred and fifty per cent, 
more than Connecticut ; and almost a ^ousand per cent, 
more than New Hampshire and Vermont 

Firginia - - - 42,833,0Q0 

Kbode Island - - . 7,789,000 

Connecticut - . . - ll,614,oo« 

New Hampshire - ' - 3,147,ooo 

Termont - . I,2l7,ooo 

^«-4y364,ooo 

XII. lO* I%e district of Columbia and Vir^nia exported 
more than Massachusetts ! 

Ck)lumbia - - 13,144,ooo 

Virginia - . 42,833,ooo 

55,977, x>o9 

Mastaofausetts - . . 5^98^,oqo 

XIIL $::j» The district of Columbia exported more than 

Connecticut and Vermont 
Columbia - , . 13444,oo# 

Connecticut - ' , 11,614,000 

Vermont , - l,271,ooo 

12,831,000 

XIV. IC7* South Carolina and Georgia exported more 

than MissachusettSf Bhode Jbland, Mw Hampshire and 

Vermont, 
South Carolina - , 50,223,ooo 

^«gi» -. 28,548,000 



Masnchasetts - . 54^986,00© 

Rhodfc Island . . 7,789,ooo 

N«*w Hampshire i • 3,147,ooo 

Vermont j . 1^17,ooo 



9«o71,ooe 



:- -^ .67,139,oot 
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XV* SoQifa Carolina exported above 450 per cent more tba|> 
Comiecttcut ; above six hundred per cent more than 
Bhode Island ; and above one hundred and fifty per cent 
more than these two states. 

South CaroliBa • • . 5o,533/xi» 

Connecticut - - v . 11.6i4,ooo 

Rhode Island • • - 7,789,000 

XVI. Bfaryland exported above fiftj per cent more than 
tiie fonr minor eastern states. 

Maiybnd •* - • 36,63o,ooo 

Four minor eiatem itatcs (Wo. 1.) 23,7e7/io« 

XVII. North Carolina and Georgia exported more tiutn 
ihe four minor eastern states. 

Nordi Carolina - • 7,o55,ooo 

Georeia - - 18,584^000 

* ^25,693 oog 

Four minor eaatcm states (No- L) 23.767,ooo 

XVIlI* South Carolina, Columbia* and New-Orleans, expor* 
ted more than the five eastern states. 
South Carolina - - 5o,523,ooo 

Columbia • - l^,144,ooo 

New Orleans • •• 16,4o8,9oo 

8o,o75>ooo 
Fire eastern states (No. 2.) - - 78,752,ooq 

XIX. The five southern states, the district of Columbia, 
and New Orleans, exported above two hundred and tfairtj 
per cent* more tha|i the five eastern states, and within tea 
per cent. a« much as the middle and eastern states. 
- Vhxinia, Maryland, and South Carolina, (No. 7.) 139,986,ooo 
North Carolina - - 7,o55,ooo 

Georgia • • 18,548,ooo 

Columbia - - 13,144^000 

New Orleans - - 16,4oS,ooo 

a85,141,oo# 

Five eastern stote« (No. 2.) . 78,752,ooo 

' New.York - - 86,283,ooo 

Penns>lvania - - 44,795,ooo 

^2o8,831,o5o 

I am tired of this investigation. I sicken for die honour 
of the human species* What idea must the world form of 
the arrogance, of the pretension^ on the one sid&--and, on 
the other, of ^e foljj and weakness of the rest of the union, 
to have so long suffered them to pass without exposure and 
detection I 

The naked fact is, that the demagogues in the eastern 
states, not satisfied with deriving all the benefits from the 
southern section of the union, that thej would from so many 
wealthy colonies— with making princely fortunes by th^ 
carriage and exportation of its bulkv and valuable product 
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iions-— and wpplTing it with their own manufcctures, and 
the manufactures ' and productions of Europe, and the East 
nod West Ijiidies, to an enbnnous amount, and at an immense 
profit— have uniformly treated it with outrage, insult and 
u^oiy. And regardless of their tital ihteresta, the eastern • 
states were lately courting their own destruction, by allow- 
ing a few restless, turbulent men to lead them blindfolded to 
a separation, which was prejgnant with their certain ruin- 
Whenever that event takes place, they sink to their native 
insicniiicance. 

if a separation were desirable to any part of the unions it 
would be to the middle and southern states, particulaiiy the 
latter, who have been so long harassed, with the complaints, 
the restlessness, the turbulence, and the ingratitude of the 
eastern states, that; their patience has been taken almost 
beyond endurance. << Je$hure\i wcLved Jatj and kickedJ* 
And he will be severely punished for his kicking, in the 
event of a dissolution of the union. 

It on^t to be observed, that a verjfr lai^ portion of the 
exports from the eastern states, consists in the productions 
of the southern states, first transported to Boston and other 
ports, coastwise. So that even the comparisons I have 
made, which are so mortal to the pretensions of the eastern 
states, place them on far better ground than they really de- 
serve. For example-— sunpose amone the exports of these 
states two millions of aoUars' worm of cotton, one million 
of dollars' worth of flour, one million of dollars' worth of 
naval stores, all drawn from the southern or middle stated 
•'—they appear four millions of dollars stronger on the face 
of the argument, than they are in fact and in truth. An(^ 
there is no doubt that this is the case to a vast extent. 



CHAPTER XLIX. 

Comparison of the exports^ foreign and domestic^ of the dif\ 
' ferent slates^ from 1791 to 1813. Olanee at tonnage. 

To enable the reader to form a f^ir comparison between 
the commerce of the different state», I annex a synoptical 
view of the whole of our exports from the orffanization of 
the federal government till the close of 1813. He will see, 
at a single glance, how very erroneous are the opinions that 
have hitherto prevailed on this subject ; and how high even 
the foreign commerce of the southern states soars over thit 
pf the boasted << commercial ftate4»." 
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Gtmral total of acportt of Foreign and Domettic produeHmu from tAe 
year 1791 UU 1813 inchmve. 
Massachusetts. New York. PennsylvanuL S. CaroliiUL MaiyUnd 
A 98»77o,ooo 129»941,ooo 124,744,ooo 83,631,ooo lol,o&,ooo 

B 81,324,000 78,052,000 65,118,ooo 14,42o,ooo 5o,214,,ooo 

C 54»985,ooo ^,283,ooo, 44,796,ooo 5o,523>ooo 36,63o^<xx> 

g 235,079,000 293,276,000 234,658,ooo 148,574,ooo 187,87o,ooo 



A 

B 

C 



Connecticut, ^ode fsland Virginia. 

12,328,000 * 14,U3,ooo 53,l25|Ooo 

5ol,ooo ^953,000 2,355,ooo 

li;6J4,ooo 7,789,doo 42,833,ooo 



Georcna. N. Bampshire. 

12,162,000 3,S29,ooo 

19o,ooo 1,386,000 

18,548,000 3,147,000 



A 
B 
C 



£24^443.000 28,855,ooo 98,3I3,ooo 3o,9oo,ooo 8,362,ooo 

Vermont N. Carolina. N. Jersey Delaware. Orleans. Columbia* 

165,000 6,764,o6o 491,ooo 3,oo9,ooo 

l,o75,ooo • 61,ooo 187,000 l,713,ooo 

1,217,000 7,o55,ooo 815,ooo l,o97,ooo 16,4o8,ooo 13,144,ooo 

" ■ mt' ...J.... ■■! ■■■ 1.11,.— ■ m 

22,457,000 13,880,000 1,31^,000 5,819ooo, 16,4o8,ooo 13,144,000 

EXPLANATION. 

The first line; A, is taken from the tableA, page 271. It contains 
the whole amount of the en>ofts of foreign and domestic articles, from 
17^91 to 1802. 

The second line, B, is taken from table B, page 273. It contains 
the whole of the foreip;n articles, exported from 18o2 to 1813. 

The third line, C, ^is taken from the table C, page* 275. It con- 
tains all the domestic articles en>orted from 18o2 to 1813. 

Eastern Section. Middle Section. Southeitl Section. 

Mass. 235,075,000 N.Jertcy l,3l3,ooo Maiyland 187,870^000 

5,519,000 Virginia 98^13,ooo 

293,27^000 N. Carolina l3,88o,ooo 

234,658,000 S. Cajx)lina l84,574,ooo 

• Georgia 3o,9oo,ooo 

Orieans 16,4o8,ooo 

Columbia I3,l44^ooo 



N. Ham. 
Vermont 
R. Island 
Connec 



8^62,000 Delaware 

2,457,000 N. Ybrk 

28,855,000 Penn. 

24,443,000 



2299493,009 



534^7(56,000 



5o9,o89/)oo 



I c^not a!jow these tables to pass without reqaesting 
attention to them in the jnost particular manner. As thej 
throw an immence flood of light on a subject most egregiouslj 
misnnderstood, and pn which the most ruinous errors have 
prevailed, it behov^ the reader to test his opinions \xr 
them and lay aside the prejudices and misconception?, if 
any, which he maj have formed on these topics. 

All the late confusion, the tendency to disorganize the 
<jountry, to overturn the government, and to introduce civil 
war, arose from the errors prevailing on the subject of com 
inerce, of which the eastern states pretended to be, and 
were absurdly and ridiculously believed, the exclusive guar- 
dians and protectors. It it now clearly and indisputablv 
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^tftbiisfied, that the commerce of the eastern 'is very far 
indeed inferior to tiiat ot the southern states. It appears, 
beyond the possibility of doubt or denial, that the five eas- 
tern states^ since the formation of ^e goVemmenty have 
exported of foreign and domestic articles, ^rT'incfuding an 
imniense amount of souUiern productions, only about. 

299,000,000 dollars, 

of which a vast proportion was of foreign productions. But 
that the southern states have in the same/ period exported 
to foreign countries no less a sum than 

509,000,000 ^dollars, 

fcy* frincipally of their ovm productions or manufaeturetif 
exclusive of the prodigious amount Of their cotton, tobacco, 
ri6c, 6aval stores, &c. exported by the eastern states. The 
southern sec^n of the union, which has been so cruelly, so 
wickedly, so r unjustly vilified and calumniated for its hos- 
tility to commerce, is therefore actually^ more interested in 
its preservation than the eastern states, in the proportion of 
five to three. There is np instance to be found, of so palpa- 
ble, so gross, so unfounded a calumny, resting on such a: 
sandy foundation, so open to detection, and so pregnant wtth 
most ruinous consequences, having remained so long with- 
#ut investigation. 



From a view of the preceding tables, it appears that the 
commerce of four of the eastera states is to the last deg'ree 
insignificant compared with that of tiie southern states, as 
will appear on the following comparisons : — 

I. Virginia since the organization of the government has 
exported four times as much, as Connecticut ; more than 
three times as much as Rhode Island j twelve times as 
nuch as New Hampshire: forty times as much as Ver- 
mont ; and above fifty per cent more than those four states- 

Virgfai* - - -,,,,^ 98,313,000 

Connecticut - - ^^'^^ 

Rhode Ishnd - - 28,l^,ooo 

NcwHMnpshirc - • 5»**3^*^ 

Vermont - - ^'^'"^ .. ..^ 

» ■ ■ 64,117,000 

II. Maryland has exported nearly eight times as much 
as Connecticut ; iSove six times as much as Rhode Island ; 
twenty three times as much as New Hampshire; and 
ahnost threa times as much as the foor mmor eastern 
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Rhode Island 
New Haoopshire 
Vermimt 



IS^^ySTOyOoo 



24,443,000 
28,855,000 

8,362,000 

2,457,000 

■ ■ 64,117.000 



* III. North Carolina Tias exported almost thirty per cent more 
than New-Hampshire and YermQAt. 

North Carolina l3,88Q,000 

New-Uan^hire -' - - a,362,ooo 

Vermont - - - %457,ooo 

^10,819,000 

IV. (jeorgiai has exported more than Connecticnt or Rhode- 
Island; and dmost three times as muoh as New- Hampshire and 
Vermont. 
Georgia - - * - 3o^4oovooo. 

Connecticut - - - . 2M43,ooo 

Rhode-Island - * - - 28;855,ooo 

New-Uampshire . - - S^^B^ooo 

Vermont ... ?,457',ooo 

F ■■■ 1 q,891,ooc» 

y . South Carolina has exported aboTe five times as much as 
Rhode-Island; above six times as much as Connecticut; and one 
hundred and fifty per cent more than the four minor eastern 

slites. 

South Carolina - - - I48^4^ooo 

Rhode-Idand ... - 24,855,ooo 

Connecticut - - - - 24,443,ooo 

Four minor eastern states- (See No. 1) - 64^1ir,ooo 

Xl^ New^leans and the district of Colombia hare exported 
more of domestic produetions ia eleven years, than either Cmmc- 
dcut or Rhode Island in twenty three, of f&rdgn and domtxtie^ 
Nevr Orleans - - - 16,4o8,ooo 

Columbia. - ' - 13,l44^ooo 

——29,552,000 
Connecticut 24,443;ooo 

ihode Island ' . - - - 2ft855^oo» 

TIL New-Orleans has exported nearly twic^as much inele« 
ven years, as Ne#-Hampshire in twenty three. 
New-Orleans - - - - . 16,4o8;ooo 

New-Hampahire, - - - 8^63,000' 

YllhKT* VirginiOj MdryUmdjond Columiia, hove eaffortei 

more thttnthew&lejlve eaeUrn states! Hil J 
Maryland - - 18r,870;ooo 

Virginift - - 98^l3,o«o 

CohimWa • - 13A44,ooo 

99?,33ryOOO ? ! ' 
live eastern states - • - 999492,ooo I ! * . 

DL tcj^ The smMem sUOes hava empofisi wn mH tf jtm ftaf 

tent, more than the five eastern! i^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



^ THE OLIVE BRANCH. «is 

Southern - - 509,089,000 !! 4 

feastdm - . '- 299,192,000!! 

, Since the preceding pages were writtea, I have extmined 
Aa interesting work, entitled, « A geographical and statiati-* 
cal view of Massachusetts proper, by I^dol^us Dickinson," 

Eublished anno 1813. It greatly elucidates the 8ul:ject I 
ave been discussing; and places the unsoundness of the 
high' commercial claims of Massachusetts in nearlf as strong 
a ppint of light as any of the documents I have given. 

** The exports in 1809 from Boston and Charlestown, of American 
productions and manui'actures, were 4,009,029 dollars, of which the 
value of rice, cotton, flour, to'jucco, staves and naval 8torek,3Cl?*being principal 
\y the produce of the southern states, wasj3* 2,294,109 dollars.** 

The writer adds, 

** This it ii presumed, bears a relative proportion in amount, to the 
exports of other years." Page 7a 

It thus appears, that although Boston has disturbed the 
tr^uility of the United States by her impassioned com- 
|»laints On the subject of commerce, and the injury it has 
sustained by the hostility of the southern states, she is in- 
debted to* those states for considerably more than half of 
the American articles she exports. She moreover finds an 
invaluable market with them for the chief part of her 
immense foreiga importations, and lor her valuable manu- 
Sictures. 

It really makes my heart ache with vexation, to find that 
such mighty, such ruinous errors prevailed on those impor-* 
ta»t topics — errors that generated the most baleful passions, 
which were hourly increased by artificial excitements and 
threatened us with the most awful conseauences. 

The reader must not be surprised if I often repeat this 
sentiment For « out of tiie abundance of the heart the 
month speaketh ;"— and being convinced this was beyond 
*ll comparison the most awful danger that threatened us, 
H was not to be wondered at, that it engrossed so large a 
portion of my attention. 

I shall conclude this topic with one observation, that as 
far as my knowledge extends, or as far as I am capable of 
judging, there has rarely occurred an instance of one nation 
80 very highly indebted to another as the eastern states arc 
to the southern, and yet making such a very miserable and 
unoratefiil return. 

1 imagined that in the preceding chapters I had fully exJ 
hausted the comparison of the commercial importance of 
tte several sections j of the United States. I had at all 
events convinced every* man whose mind was open to con- 
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▼iction, that the arrogant claims on this subject, of thtf 
eastern states were utterly unfounded, and that the middle 
and southern sections had as much more interest in the 
protection of commerce than their eastern brethren, as the 
merchant who loads a wagon with 10,000 dollars worth of 
goods, has more interest in the intercourse between the 
teller and the consumer, than the owner of the wagon. 

But I find I did not do full justice to the sulject. A new 
▼iew of it has been presented to the public by the indefatiga- 
ble editor of the Weeklj Register, which far transcends the 
views I took. But even Mr. Nilea has not pursued the ar- 
gument to the full extent of ^hich it is susceptible 

llie exports of cotton from the port of Savannah alone, 
from the 20th of March till the SOth of June, 1815, a period 
of three months and ten days, were 

Sea Island, 31,000 bales, each 300 lbs. at 

33 cents, d,100/)00 

tjpland, 55,^82 bales, each 300 lbs. at 

20 cents, - - - 3,334,000 



5,434,000 



Sttppcrsiifg all the other articles to amount 

to ... 1,066,000 



6,500,000 



and also supposing the Exports of the reriiaining eight months 
ind twenty days to amount to half that sum, it is at &e 
rate of nearly 10,000,000 dollars for the year. 

A review of the tables in pa^ 280, will shew that the 
whole of the exports, of every kind, foreign and domestic, 
from iJ»e state of Massachusetts, for twenty three years, 
were only 235,000,000 dollars, which is an average of about 
10,000.000 ler annum, whereof considerably more than half 
was foreijxn. It therefore follows that the domestic exports 
of the single port of Savannah this year will equal the 
average of the exports of every kind from the mighty, the 
powerful, the commercial state of Massachusetts, from the 
time of the organization of the government till the clese of 
the year 1813 ! ! ! 

Tonnage. 

The eastern states, which maintained such arrogant com- 
mercial claims, oh the ground of their exports and imports, 
likewise preferred high pretensions on their transcendent 
su|>eriority in point of shipping. These towering claims 
are unfounded, although not in the same degree with the 
others. -Let the reader decide. 1 have before me, a states 
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ment of the tonnage of the Unitca States for two years, from 
which I make a few extracts, in order to inter these pretensions 
in the same grave with the rest. 

Tonnage of igQg JBIO 

Boston, 133,257 1*9> 21 

New- York, 243,533 268 r»18 

Philadelphia,. 121^3 125,^*78 

Baltimore, 102,434 103. U4 

Portland, 33,007 32, '09 

Portsmouth, 27,719 28,t^ 

Bath, 23,0S3 ^,344 

Newburyport, 36,574 39,100 

Salem, 43,537 41,46^ 

Norfolk, 40,940 47,643 

Charleston, 40,819 52,888 

From the above statement it appears that in the year 1810, the 
tonnage of Norfolk as well as Charleston was considerably supe- 
rior to that of any port in the eastern or middle states, except 
Boston, New- York, and Philadelphia; and that the tonnage of Balti- 
more was more than double that of any port in the eastern states 
exeept Boston. 

The a^regate tonnage of Vermont, New- 
Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Con- 
necticut, in 181 1^ was (tons) - 108,<D0 
The city of Baltimore in the same year - 103,000 
that is, >^ithin 5000 tons of the whole amount of the tonnage of 
these four states, which have made such a clamour on the sub- 
iect of con^merce. The tonnage of the whole district of Mary- 
land for that year was 143,000 tons, being an excess of 35,000 
tons, or nearly one third more than those states ! ! !* 

The clearances from the port of Savannah, ^CT" exclusive of 
eoaalersj for April, May, ana June, 1815, were 191, and the en- 
tries, also |C7* exclusive of coasters, were 203, — Whereas the 
f breisn entries into the port of Boston for five months, March, A- 
pril,MayJune, and July, 1815, were only 212 — and the foreim 
clearances only 270. That is, the foreign entries into Savannah, 
in three monthsy were 203, and into Boston in five months, oulr 
212! What a developement of the relative commerce of both 
ports ! how utterly beyond all expectation Or calculation ! 



* See Weekly Register, voL YUL page 370 from which I have ezt^te^ 
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CHAPTER, XL 

Another source of excitement amon^ the citizens of the eastern 
states. JDutieson imports. Statistics. Southern states pay 
very nearly as much as the eastern. Wonderful delusiofL 

JL HOSE men whose unceasing efforts were employed to ex- 
cite the passions of the yeomanrj of the eastern states, and pre- 
pare them for insurrection and a dissolution of the union, raised 
a ^reat clamour on the subject of the enormous amount of duties 
paid by those states, and the insignificance of the sums paid by tiie 
southern section of the nation, fhey thence inferred the injus- 
tice and the inequality of the union, and its oppressive operation 
upon the former section. 

This item of complaiht is, if possible, more fallacious than the 
one discussed in the preceding chapters. The disadvanta^ is all 
^ on the other side of the question. The eastern states import 
largely from Europe, and from the East and West Indies, for the 
supply of thfe southern states. The former, it is true, have to 
bond or pay the duties in the first instance. This appears . won- 
derfully to tiieir advantage in the tables of duties. But it can 
hardly be necessary to inform the reader, that the merchant who 
bonds the duties, is not the actual payer of them* Mr. Edward 
Thomson, of tlus city, has imported, during this year, and of 
course will pay duties on, probably above ^,000,000 of dollars. 
I think it likely that his consumption is hardly 2,000. Who can 
be so ignorant as to pretend, tnat the government is beholden 
to him for the amount of the duties I They are paid by the 
fanners in Chester, and Bucks, and Lancaster, ancf Delaware, 
and Berks counties, &c. &c. The duties are added by the mer- 
chant to tlie first cost, with a profit on both—and the ultimate con- 
sumer is the real payer. 

The eastern states thus levy taxes not merely on Maryland, 
Virginia, Nortii and South Carolina, and Georgia, but even on 
Pennsylvania; for strange as it may seem, it is nevertheless true^^ 
that notwithstanding the immense wealth, the ardent enterprise, 
and the great commercial advantages, of Phibdelphia, immode- 
rate quantities of East India and Chinese goods are sent for sale 
here, from Bost^Sn, Halem, and other eastern ports. 

But even, independent of the importation of the eastern 
for the southern states, the argument is unfairly stated. If 
the former at^^lally consumed all the fmeij^ articles they 
import, the duties they pay, compared with those paid by 
the southern states, will not warrant their holding the high 
and arrogant, and insulting tone they have always assumed. 
. To enable the reader to form a correct opinion on the subject, 
I annex a set of tables of the 
-Ve* amount of the duties paid by the different States from the 

year 1791 to 1812 inclusivey taken from the records ^ the 

treasury department, and submitted to confess by Joseph 

JVbursSf register of the treasurtf. 
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1791 
1792 
1793 
1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 
1801 

• isoe 

1803 

804 

1805 

1806 

1807 

1808 

1809 

810 

811 

1812 



1791 

iT9t 

1793 

1794 

1795 

1796 

1797 

199^ 

1799 

18oo 

18ol 

18o2 

18o3 

18o4 

l8o5 

18o6 

18o7 

18o8 

18o9 

181o 

1811 

1812 



8^8,000 

41,ooo 

44.000 

38,000 

44,000 

53,000 

27,000 

72,000 

99,000 

142,000 

133,000 

110,000 

122,000 

108,000 

109,000 

li3*,0oo 

99,000 

19,000 

39,000 

53,000 

62,000 

122,000 

1>71 5,000 

Mdtaachmaettt. 
8977,000 
678,000 
95o,ooo 
l,oo4,ooo 
1,415,000 
1.334.000 
1.372.000 
1.168.000 
1.607.000 
1.974.000 
2.929.000 
1.525.000 
2.490.000 
4.630.000 
d.3o8.ooo 
3.524.000 
3.576.000 
1.184.000 
1,384.000 
3.774.000 
1.816.000 
2.719.000 



Vemwnt. 

1,000 
1,000 
1,000 

2,000 
2,000 

1,000 



9)000 

9,000 

5,000 

116,000 

147,000 



CoanecHaa. 
206,000 
142,000 
154,000 
171,000 
155,000 
14f,ooo 
115,000 

^ 127,000 
289,000 
169,000 
328,000 
262,000 
301,000 
348,000 
354,000 
325,000 
314,000 
197,000 
429,000 
157,000 
240,000 
829,000 



R.Idand. 
146,000 

46,000 
133,000 

89,(ioo 
'244,000 
137,000 
276,000 
lo4,ooo 
260,006 
393,000 
284,000 
178,000 
266,000 
421,001^ 
349,000 
361,000 
123,000 
270,000 

35,000 
435,000 
318,000 
452,000 



5,453,000 5,420,000 



JV. York, 
1,564,000 
.1,169,000 
1,195,000 
1,860,000 
2,000,000 
2.158.0OO 
2.059.000 
1,743.000 
2.373.000 
2.741.0QO 
3.8I0.000 
2.490.000 
3.524.000 
3.872.000 
4.382.000 
4.875.000 
4.925.000 
2.764.000 
2.981.000 
4.419.000 
1.979.000 
2.89o.oo6 



Pennsylvania 
1,491,000 
1,096,000 
1,804,000 
1,473,006 
2,271,000 
2.0 12.000 
1.743.000 
]>029.ooo 
1.259.000 
1.350.000 
2.123.000 
1.4 1 0.000 
1 .655.000 
2.6o9.ooo 
2.300.000 
3.0I7.000 
3.162.000 
1.647.000 
1.4o5.ooo 
2 539.000 
i.84o.ooo 
2.o9o.ooo 



.•Maryland* 

641,000 

449,000 

869,000 

795,060 

523,000 

761.000 

1,145.000 

885.000 

1.161.000 

623.000 

1.00 1.000 

634.000 

936.000 

1.538.000 

1.130.000 

1 .446.000 

1.633.000 

588.000 

155.000 

928.000 

, 722.000 

1.782.000 



. VirgimcL 
851,000 
474,000 
388,000 
389,000 
396,000 
598.000 
^06.000 
629.000 
896.000 
644.000 
746.000 
689.000 
71 3.000 
9o2.ooo 
8o5.ooo 
620.O0O 
5o6.ooo 
11 0.000 
257.000 
461.000 
195,000 
690.000 



44.338.000 62.274.000 41.325.ooo 20.345.ooo l£.565.O0O 
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1791 
1792 
J793 
1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1796 
j799 
1800 
1801 
1802 
180S 
1804 
1805 
1806 
1807 
1808 
iS09 
1810 
1811 
1812 



•JSr. CaroUna, 


iS: Carolina. 




Cohmibim, . 


a: Of-leaw. 


8115,000 


538,000 ' 


91,000 






78,000 


360,000 


53*090 






63,000 


359,000 


6$,0p0 






78,000 


651,000 


87,000 






99,000 


710,000 


54,000 






68,000 


56,000 


31,000 






105,000 


700,000 


62,000 






120,000 


239,000 








154,000 


858,000 








126.000 


1,159,000 








125,000 


1,002,000 


663,000 


94,000 




252,000 


280,000 


2H.000 


138,000 




159,000 


646,000 


182,000 


143,000 




186,000 


718,000 


180,000 


12b.(M0 


279,000 


165,000 


843,000 


95,000 


119,000 


342,000 


202,000' 


871,000 


183,000 


137,000 


361,000 


196,000 


735,000 


489,000 


125.000 


480,000 


16,000 


225.000 


35,000 


20,000 


77,yoo 


65,000 


377.000 


6,000 


60.000 


134.000 


58,000 


576,000 


134,000 


50,000 


244,000 


44,000 


338,000 


d6,000 


45^000 


148,000 


47,000 


433,000 


230,000 


80,000 


137,000 



2,621,000 12,665,000 2,907,000 1,132,000 2<j202,00a 

In these tables, as in those of exports, there is no account taken of any 
sums below 1000 dollars. Thb operating equally on both sides, cannot af- 
fect the comparison, which is the object in view. 

From the foregoing tables, the following results uppear. 

I. The sou&^rn states have paid nearly as large an amount of 



duties to thj^ goyerpment, as the eastern. 
Maryland 
Virginia 
^^. North Carolina 
South CaroUna 
Getrgia 
• Columbia 
Orleans 

Massachusetts 
New Hampshire 
Vennont 
Connecticut 
Bhode Island 



20;345,0()0 
12^65,000 
2,621,000 
12,665,000 
2,907,000 
1,132,000 
2,202,000 



1,715,000 
147,000 

5,453,000 
5,42000 



54,437,000 
44,338,000 



12,735,000 

57,083,000 
n. The single state of South Carolina paid very nearly as much 

duties as the four minor eastern states. 
South Carolina - ... 12,665,000 

Pour minor eastern states, (see No. 1.) 1^35,000 

III. New Orleans paid twenty per cent, more in niite years, 

than New Hampshire and Vennont in twenty-two. 
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Xnsfio^ 

. 147,000 

1,862,000 

IV, Virginia paid nearly as much as the four minor eastern 
states. 



Oi)eans 

>f ew Hampshire 

Vermont 



^^?te^ 



i^r^ 



Virginia - - 13,665,ooc 

Four minor eastern states (See No. 1) - 12,735,ooo 

V. New- York and Pennsylvania p^d nearly ninety per cents 
more than the five eastern states* 

New York - 62,274,000 

Pennsylvania - . 41^25,000 

^103,599,000 

Rve eastern states (see No. 1.) - - 57,083,000 

VI. Sooth Carolina paid more than twice the amount of 
duties paid by either Connecticut or Rhode Island ^ seven 
times • as much as New Hampshire ; and ninety times as 
much as Vermont 

South Carolina - - . - 12,665,000 

Connecticut - - 5,463,000 

Rhode Island - . . 5,420,000 

New Hampshire - - . - 1,716,000 

Vermont - - - 147,000 

Synopsis cf duties paid from 1791 to 1812. 



Eastern Section. ' Middle Section. 
Mass. 44,338,000 N.Jersey 259;000, 

1,715,000 Delaware 1,223,000 
147,000 N. York 62,274,ooo 
5,463,000 PeoBsyL 41,325,uoo 
5,42o»ooo 



Southern Section. 



N. Hamp. 
Vermont • 
Connect 
R. Island 



Maryland 

Virginia 

N. Carolina 

S. Carolina 

Georgia 

Columbia 

Orleans 



2 57,oa3,ooo 



g lo5,o81,ooGl 



2o,345,ooo 
12,565,000 
2,621,000 
12,665,000 
2,9o7/)00 
1,132,000 
2.2o2,ooo 

g 54,437,000 



Those who consider the very expensive habits of the planters 
of Virginia and South Carolina, anu the immense amount of f#- 
reien goods received in those states from the eastern ones, as 
well as from New- York, Pennsylvania, and Maryland, and how 
very large a proportion of the foreign merchandize imported by 
Massachusetts,, is exported to the other states, will probably fcJe 
led to believe, that Vir^nia and South Carolina actually consume 
each as much of dutiable articles, and of course in fact really pay 
as much duties, as Massachusetts. I acknowledge this is but a 
rough calculation. But a consideration of the great number of 
.j^coasters, which in time of peace, are constantlr plying from the 
ports of the eastern and middle to those of tne soii^em states, 
%ill afford a strong support to this opinion. A very large pro- 
portion of the cai^;oes of the coastefs bt^und t)0 the soathern ports 
consists of llnipoilid goods; and the residue generally of articles of 
domestic manufacture. The return cargoes are aU of raw materi- 
als for these manufactures, or articles of the highest value for 
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exportation to Europe and elsewhere. It is not cisy to cmuWe 
of a more advantageous commerce for the mother cbuntries, as^ 
in this case, the middle and eastern states may be justly styled. 
I repeat it, and hope the solemn triith Dvill bo bame in constant 
remembrance, that the southern states are virtuailr colonies to 
those states, whose demagogues have never ceased slandering and 
persecuting them. 

I dismiss this part of my sui>ject, 1 hope for ever. I trust 
that the most incorrigible effrontery Will never dare again to 
hazard an Ussertion of the commercialsupcriority of the eastern 

states. ' 



CHAPTER XL. 

fsUacy of the opinion of any hostility in the Southern ^;ain8t 
iS^ Eastern States, Commercial and 4gricuUur(U states mti* 
tually dependent on, and henefUial to each other. 

Having completely settled the question on the sulgect of 
the comparative pretensions of the diflFerent sections of the union 
to commercial pre-eminence, 1 proceed to consider the. positions^ 
which assert the necessary hbstility of an agricultural Section of 
k country to a con\ftiercial one — ^the, actual existence ef that 
hostility in the southern states-^and its baneful influence on the 
measures of congress. 

On these fallacious positions tiie chants have been rang in 
endless succession, not merely by a crowd of anonymous writers, 
but even public bodies whose stations entitle them to respect, 
have disgraced ^themselves by their dissemination. 1 feel satis- 
fied that the lucubrations on this subject, published in Boston aljMie 
would fill foliQ volume^. Throughout the whole, strong and con 
fident and unfounded assertion is substituted in the place of fact,* 
reason, and ailment. 

To enable the reader to form an idea of the errors prevdent 
on this topic% I annex a few extracts. 

<* Tbey have seen at first an Ul-conoealed» but at latt an open and un* 
disguised jealousy of the wealth and power of the commerdal gftites, ope* 
rating in continual efforts to embairaas and destroy that commerce, whkb 
is their Hfe and support,'* 

This is the language of a rejwrt to the le^lature of Mas* 
sachusetts, made by a ioint committee of both houses, Febru- 
ary 18, 18i4, on which was grounded tha most inlanutiatory 
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mpe^ls to the citizens of the eastern states. This report assei:t- 
€d the propriety and justice and necessitj of forcible resistance 
to the measures of the general govemmei^ty adding 

^ Tbe quettton is not a qaestien of power Of:Qg)U With this legiabture, 
bm of time or expediency/' 

The comiuittee proceeded— 

*< There exists, in all parts of thi9 commonwealth^ a fear, and in manv a 
settled belief, that the course of foreign and domestic poficy pursued byft{& 
goremmcnt of the United States for several years past, has its fbundatioai^. 
a deliberate intention to impaii, if not to destroy, that free spirit and exer> 
ci«e of commercfe, wliicU, aidod by the habits, manners* and msUtutions of 
our ancestors, and the blessmg^ ot divine providence, have been the princi- 
pal source of the freedom, wealth, and |^neral prosperity of this recently 
nappy and flourishing people. 

" These opinions are not confined to the maritime borders of the state^ 
whose interests are more immediately affected^ and whose inhabHantabii^e, 
daUf before their eyes peri^hin^ ships, deserted warehouses, and starving 
mechanics and labourers; but are loudlf^ responded from the interior, where 
the people generally 8yrapathi2e in the present distress of their bicth^n on 
the scJMSoust, and wisely foresee in their ruin, their own approaching wretch- 
fSoiess* 

Th« committee continue— ^ 

'^Tlke memorialists see, in this deplorable dissent frt)m na^onal greatness^ 
tCjt^ (fetttrmination to hanass aiul anniliilate ttiat spirit of commerce which 
fill ever been the handmiud of civil and religious liberty; and (j;^ to break 
the fre^ spirit of this people by depri\ing them of their civil employments, 
and thus forcing the sons of cQmmerce to populate and enrich the wilder- 
l^ess, for the benefit of those whose avarice has contributed largely to the 
warnow des(dating the country.'^ 

Thia 18 tiie strain and stjie in which this miserable, this hack- 
BiMly Hm destructive prejudice has been a hundred* thousand 
times repeated, without even the shado\Y of foundation. AU 
tb«iKh these extracts are abundantly sufficient for my purpose, 
jet I y^^^^K^ it not improper to make a short addition rrom the 
address af the Hartfqrd convention. 

** Events may prove that the causes of our calamities, ipc deep and per- 
manent They may be found to proceed, not merely from the blindness of 
prejudice, pride of opinion, violence of partv spirit, or the confusion of the 
times ;'— but they may be traced to implacable combinations of individuals, 
orSUtes, to monopolize power and o^ce, AND TO TRA.MPLE WITH- 
OUT REMORSE UPON THE RfGHTS AND INTERESTS OF THE 
COMMEKClAli SECTIONS OF THE UNION. 

«The adm'mistrntion, attcra long pefseverance in plans to baflle every 
efiR>it of commercial enterprize, had tataUy succeeded in their attempts at 
the epoch of the war.'* 

The convention ehter into an eaumeration of the causes which 
liave led to the public dis^^essy and close the catalogue, with 

**Lss0yand priadpnlly, a visiom^ry and superficial tfieory in regard to 
commefce. (X^ ACCOMPAMUa) BT A B£iAL HATRIW, BUT A I^IGN. 
ID REGARD TO ITS INTERESTS, and a ruinous perseverenc^ in efforts 
t9 render i% an instrument of ooerekm aodwar.*^ 
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Never siBce factum first disturbed the peace of maakiiid, and 
made tiiis earth a suitable abode for demons -incarnate, did stiei 
emj^oy a more hollow, fidlaclous, or unfounded pretext, to jnsti* 
^f her lawlMS proceodiiijgg, than is here to be combated. It i^ 
not merely untrue. It* is the reverse of truth. Ithas not evm 
the shadow of plausibilitj. 

In all this wretched effort to excite the hostility of fellow cit- 
izens against each other«-to prepare the inhabitants of one sec- 
tion of thecountry to imbrue their hands in the blood of those of 
anotiier— to renew in this holy, this blessed land die horrors of 
the French resolution— ^to enable American Marats, and Dantona, 
and Le^ndres,and Robespierres, io irule'us with a rc4 of iron^- 
aji all-important and overwhelming fact is ke^t wholly out of 
sight — a foot which destroys the ^ole of this misenUe de- 
clamation as completd}^ ever the broad elftre of tne tndi of 
truth dispelled tbe Cimmerian darimess of error and delusion. 
This mighty feet escaped my attention in all the former edition^ 
of this booK. It is, mi all the measures which are assumed as 
l(uU proof of hostiK^ to commerce, and charged to the debit oi 
the southmi states, have been sunoorted by the powerful com* 
mercial states of Pennsylvania ana New York ; steadily and «n- 
deviatin^y by the former, and by the latter with very few and 
slight exceptions* And further, if\%t a considerable part of 
&em have been supported by respectable portions of the tcpce- 
sentatives in congress, from New Hampshire, Vermont,. Rhode 
Ijsland, and even Massachusetts-— for the three first states were 
till lately fifequentiy represented almost wholly by democrats, 
who pretty generally advocated the measures *^herein reprobated.' 
And it is further to l>e remarked, that the great commercial ci- 
ties of the uiiion have been very generally represented by dti- 
zens who liaveeiven thdr full aid and support to the measures 
io question. l%e minority for and against the administratioB, 
even in Massac;^i|setts; till lately rarely exceeded 2 of 3,000. 
The election for governor In that state in 181^ was contested, 
with jp'eat ardour. The friends and the enemies of the adnun- 
istrahon made the utmost exertions to call forth their wholft 
Strength—- and the vote were for 

Caleb Strong - - - 5^696 
Elbridge Gerry - ' - - 51,326 

iMid it is well known tiiat Mr. Snllivvi and Mr. Gerry, the Ae^ 
mocratic candidates, were elected four or five timeiiwiAina 
space of ten years, which embraced nearly the whole of tb^ 
treasures thus violentiy denounced. And I presume no man q( 
Widour will deny that the struggle between the diSbnsnt cian.- 
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tiidates on these occasions was as fair and unienini; a iSiterion 
of the voice of the state on the approtal or reprobation of the 
measures of ^e general goyenunent, as if the totes^had beeti tak- 
en for president of the Uiiited States* 

Let us for a moment snppbse, forsake of ar^ment, that the 
eastern states are, as they pretend to bfe, exclusivelj commercial 
— and that the s<^athern are exclusivelj a^cultural. This is 
placing the case ia the most advantageous point Of light its friends 
could desire. Could there be any stronger bond ot affinity be- 
tween two nations, or two sections Of the sam;e nation, than the 
mutual wants which this supposed case inipliesP The agricultu- 
ral portion would have imperious necessity for the ships, the sea- 
men, and the capital of the commercial portion, for the purl^hase 
and transportation of her superfluous productions. And the navi- 
gation and capital of the commercial portion would find all the 
advanti^es the j could reqOir^ in th^ transportation and sale of 
the proouctibns of the other. 

The agricultural portion, as I have alfeadj stated, would be 
merely m the situation of colonies to the commercial. What hiAi 
alwavs been the grand advantages of colonies to par^it coun- 
triesl^ Merely ta increase their navigation-^to afford an asylum 
for their superabundant population— to furnish raw materials for 
the emoloyment of their artisans and manufacturers— ^nd to pur- 
chase the productions of the labours of those artisans and manu- 
facturers. 

All these favourable effects have been produced on the eas- 
tern, by dieir connexion and ihtercourse with thfe western and 
southern states. It therefore irresistiUy follows, . that the latter 
have literally been but colonies to the middle, and mot^ jpfirttcu- 
larly to the eastern states. The hardjr and enterprising Yankees 
pervade every bay, river, creek, and inlet of the southern states; 
and fin: their iiomn^ csrrj off the solid coin of the 'country to 
replenish their coffifrs. They every where undersell and under- 
mme die established southern storekeepers. Moreover, the cotton, 
the rice, the floor, the tobacco, and the naval stores of ue sotttheftd 
otates,haveettaMed the ship-owners of the eastern states, to amass 
those over-ffTOwn nabob fortunes, which render them too aspiring to 
submit io the e^ual form of goierhinent which we enjoy. Thtj 
have literally lited Upon the industry of the southerly states. 
Without the latter, tneir section of the union would rank very 
low indeed ia die sOale of nations. 

This state of things, so eminonfly advantageous to the 
eastern states, [has never created &ction, or Complaint, or 
convnlsionijor tiiroats of dissolving the uniont in^the soothtni. 
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They have cheerfully supported a government vhose chief at* 
tention has been directed to the promotion of commerce— an* 
which never did and never would have experienced any \erj 
great difficulty with foreign nations but from the cupidity of th^ 
mercantile interest 

It requii^s little effort icit prove, and little capacity to perceivcjr 
that there is a* commercial rivalry between Boston ana Provi- 
dence—between Philadelphia and New York — between Balti- 
more and Philadelphia, mt that a serious, thii^king people, 
like those of the eastern states, should hate ever been duped to 
believe tliat there is anf real cause of jealousy or hostility between 
the commercial and agricultural sections of tne country, is a fol- 
ly, of which it is hardly possible t^ find a parrallel in the history 
of the madn^s and idiocy of the human species. 

To view the subject once more — although it really does 
not deserve further attention. Suppose, still, the southern states 
wholly agricultural, and the middle and eastern wholly commer^ 
cial. and that the former have an overwhelming majority in the 
j^slature of th6 unioA. How could it ever enter into the mind 
ofany rational being to imagine, tliat the majority could for a 
inoment be ignomnt of the plain trvth,t]iat every stroke aimed at 
commerce was a stroke at their own vital interests ? 

It is well known, that the representatives of the southern and 
western states are generally gentlemen of the highest grade of tal- 
.ents in congress. Prom causes which it is neither necessary nor 
proper here to detail, the middle states have rarely made as 
respectable a figure in that body as could have been vrished. 
The eastern have not been c)utte so unfortunate. It requires, 
however, but a moderate portion Qf<^doUrto acknowledge, that 
although they are occasionally represented in congress by men of 
considerable talents, they are in th^ aggregate far below Virgin- 
ia, South Carolina, and Kentucky. And could this plain truth 
, escape the Eppeses, the Gileses, the Clays, and th^ Popes, that it 
was impossible to injure commerce without inlicting an equal Ir- 
jury on {^culture? 

The agricultural portion of this great nation could infi- 
nitely better dispense with the commercial, than the lattet 
with fhe former. Never, since commerce first be^, did a na- 
tion, having bulk^jr raw materials^ to sell, and hating demands 
for large ij^uantities of merchandize, find any liifficul- 
ty in creating a marine, or^. amidst naval competitors . for 
her tra^e, in securing the transportation of her cdiJnnfftdi- 
ties, and the purchase, of morohaodixe, oti fair and. adva»- 
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iageous terms. But > 4he dec&y of ^^For^ri^ Veiilce, Genos^ 
the Hanse Towns, and oUier great qominercial states, 
proves that a option posQessed of a considerable ma^iney 
may, if it lafiront or .roSend the. natiops^ on which it de^ 
pendsf be reduced to its native and . intrinsic, insignificance^ 

The eiaetem I states labour, under very great disadvanta^ 
ps. The steriJitj of their soil will leaxp inem eternally depen* 
aent unon the southern states ; for tneir situation imperi- 
ously forces them . to have recourse to manufactures and 
commerce. Their agriculture must always be comparitively 

lUlsifnificant. They tlierefore, I repeat, owe their .greatn^s 
principally to the immensely valuable trade they xiarry on 

.with those, states, which tlieir ungrateful writers and aema,- 
»)gues are constantly . vilifying and abusing, and which afford 
flic principal pabulum for the ci^mmerce of the middle and 
eastern states. Tliose demagogues are, as I have stated, 
unceasingly . e>cciting animosities between the two sections 
df tlie union, by pretending a rivalry of . interest, which 

. is wholly Ufifounded. * There is let me repeat, real cause 
of jealousy, between Rhode Island and Massachusetts; 
but none between, either of them and Virginia or South 
CaroFina. The latter are, and will probably forever continue, 
neat, agricultural states. Their immense and. growing pro- 
ductions will tiud the most valuable employment for the 
shipping and for the manufactures of the eastern and mid- 
dle states. 

Should a separation take place, which I hppe and trust 
in the goodness of Heaven is far remote, the eastern states 
will repent it first and last. They will have reason eter- 
nally to lament the ^unhallowed counsels of those restless 
demagc^ues, who shall, have plunged them into the abyss of 
tnin. Their hardy sons, who now migrate to the southward 
and westward by hundreils, will abandon their native soil 
by thousands— rand daily add strength to the nval section of 
toe nation, and equally enfeeble the parent states. The 
latter will dwindle into the insignificance from which they 
have been d^vated by th^ tribute they have levied upon 
.Virginia and ber southern ^i^ters. - 

.The horrors of an. .immediate CIVIL WAR, and of a 
constant BORDER WAR,, $uch as formerly existed between 
En^ttmd and Scotland^ are the only considerations OuLt 
Jtnoer a fieparaUon from , Massachusetts a measure to he 
at oU deprecated. Were we insure^ .from these two evils, 
the separation would be an advantage to. ih^ rest of (be na- 
tion ( tov she has hanassed the iuSion4. CQH^cilf to a, most 
inMenU^ and shamefel degree. 
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She has cppeared determined, if the covld not ritle tkt 
bonntry faersdfy to send it to destmction headlons. She has 
been for years the source of most of the difficulties of the 
union. We «h6uld not hsre bed war bdt for her.* And 
kmong di^ features of the present crisis, the most lamenta^ 
bio one is, that she cannot suffer .the consequences of her 
folly, her arrogance, her restl^n^ss, her faction, her joca- 
binisro, her anti-Washingtonism, without inflictiii^ an equal 
degree of misfortune on her innbcent neighbours. Could 
she suffer ^lone, it were '* a cbnstanmaHon mott dewmtly io 
he ivished,'^ A strong navigation act, and discrimina&ig 
duties, would soon bring her to her senses, and convince her 
of the immeasurable folly and madness she has been cniltjr 
ibf. They would sink ner to her pro])er leieU->that level, 
wdich her ungrateful soil^her Insignificance ' in point ^ 
population— and the narrow limits of her territory pre- 
acribe*--and which, I repeat, nothing but the advantages she 
has derived from her persecuted, insulted, outraged, and 
defamed sister states, could have enabled her t6 pass. She 
would repent Of her infatuation, and most anxiouftly seek to 
be restored to confederacy, on the major part of which 
fihe had unceasingly levied heavy oontributions, and to 
which she owed all that prosperity, that wealth, and that 
aiOluence, which had rendered her dizzy, inflated her with 
fMt and arrogance, and brought on her downfaU. 



CHAPTER LII. 

Mon^ the* sinews of War. iSssociatians to frweM lAe 
succ^s of the Loom, Efforts to bankrupt me Got^nc- 
meftt,' 

Monet has long been proverbially styled tfie ahews of 
iRfar. It is no misnomer. Soldiers cannot be raised— nor 
put in motion — not arrayed in the field of battle, vrUiMNit 
money to clothe and to feed tiiem. A government at war, 
and destitute of funds or credit, must succumb to its adver- 
gary^-bend the neck to the yoke— mdce humble submission-^ 
am reeeive the law from the c<m(][ueror. To these thitbs 
history bears ample and uniform testimony. 

* Tint asiertibn bai been cavilled at by a Boifton writer, but noC 
refbted. Boston, by her Jacobinical opnontion to the peaceable mdu 
8UK8 adopted to obtain from Engtrad that redrew %» which ahe 
hcTMlf had 86 lottdhr imisted on the inteifoenoe of aoy e romcait i m a d 
by her ezoiteineiit of a aioular oppomKiaa throughoiit tbe etstatn atilef 
genenlly. defeaUd thoae mea8uxe% and enooungei S^(frftif to pro* 
ceed in her oatniges^whidi finaUy kd ts wsr. 
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UBdiprtbis impressioQ, shortly after the declaration of war, 
^ere waa a combmation formed to prevent the 8uccea3 of the 
loans authorized by con^ss. I believe tha|: nearly all those who 
^tered into this scheme resided in the eastern states, particularly 
in Boston, which was the^grand fcicus of the conspiracy. 

Nonneasur^, howerer atrocious, «ver.was destitute of a plausi- 
fAt ple^ to palliate or justify its enormity. This high-handed 
ponspirao;^ to destroy the government of their country 
wluch originated among the ^< moral and religious people" of 
Soston, was predicated upon two positions ; 

First, that England was, and had always beisn williiig to make 
|t treaty with us on fair, and honourable terms; and that, so great 
was her magnanimity, she would take, no advantage of any eiA- 
iNirrassment^ or difficidties that might arise from the destruction of 
the public credit. ' ^ 

Secondly, that our administration was so obstinately deter* 
mined to continue the war, that it would make no peace while it 
had the means qf carrying on hostilities. 

A corollary from these positions Mras, that if the conspirators 
prevented the success of the loans^ and deprived the government 
of the means of prosecuting the war, we should in conse- 
quence have peace.* 

These extravagant positions mu^t excite th^ anazementof any 
calm observer. ^ But as soon as he should be acquainted with 
f < the nature and existence of prejudice, passion, obsti|iacy, wilful* 
^ ness, wickedness, and above all, with the character and influ- 
5 < ence of party spirit, the mystery would vanish at oi^ce: for h^ 
<^ would then see that these, and not reason, decide. Reason asks 
^^for facts and ar^menis. Fr^yMceyjpajmony and the rest, ask 
^^fornamesy saunas^ noise andfitr}/. My those they, ar§ impelled 
i^ ^Jby these they decide.^^i 

Our government hadgivei^ four strong and irresistible proofs 
of a disposition to o*<iclude the war, which n^st carry conviction 
to every candid mind. 

First, on ib^ 27t)i. of June, 1812, ^t hi^d offered the British go- 
vernment an armistice on the simple and reasonable conditions 

^ fhit pangn«>h was written in Sept^nber Ust The result of ^e nesoci- 
:ition8 at Ghent rully establishes the folly as well a« the wickedness of meie 
proceedings. The public mind has been since very considerably undeceived 
on these points. I have heard gentlemen rejoice at the success of the ilhia* 
trious hero» Jaeks6n, at New Orleans, as leadin^f to Mace, who, one or two 
years Ance» were so miserably deluded as tobeheretnatthe road to aceisa- 
boD of war ky through the defeat, di^^race, and disaster of the arms o liimf 
native count^. 

fTbe Sxsminer, by Barent Gard«nier> v<^ L page ST. 
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nfsusDendinfo during the negociation, tJje ouUageous injury of 
imSresWffandsur^^^^ the Amencan seamen previoush- 

imnresse^l W Th^ suspetiswn of impressment at that penqi 
SmiLve^canmted Grtat^tain any possible disadvantage; 

sKofsSilTrsciuld not require to be replems led by impress- 
SfroK^vTssels. Apd as ?he h^d at aU tjmes Wess«U 
S^n^ss to surrender our geameu, there could have been no dif- 
Sk;orthe%3 point. She pugkt, W.re, to have met 
oura(n,able ovcitu^mtk frankness. If she ^erefi^J^S*^^ 
her existance, as has been said a thousand times} and ^ ^J;^^ 
jeopardized by our hostility; it was the quintessence of madness 
and follj, not to have withdrawn us fron^ the mmber of her ene- 
«ues, wh^nshe could iiave effected that grand object on such easy 
terir.ft, '^ilhout impairingher credit or character. 

Secondly, it had promptly accepted the Russian meditation for 
the termination pf hostilities, 

Thirdly, To remo#e all diffioalty on the important sw^ect of 
iinpressiuentj aa act was passed by congress, pn the 3d of Maixh, 
1813, making such provisions, to cpmmence from the close of the 
war, as t<i secure Oreit Britain a$;ianst IJie seduction (tf employ- 
ment of hev seamen on board our vessels, public or private.* 

Fourthly, an4 most particularly, in the appointment of three 
jninisters to neg:dttiate, Mr, Bayard a decided federalist, was cho- 
sen—a gentleman 6( high lataiiding with his own party~of con- 
siderable talents — an^ strenuouslv opposed to the adipinistraoon. 
Unless his instructions hfdbeen fair and honourable, he would not 
pertainly liave accepted t£ie appointment. 

In the appointmeirt of min&ierd in England or elsewhere, I be- 
lieve no similar instance has occt^red of the choice of a person 
hostile to the adm'mistration who apj^nted him. It was a very 
great effort to remove suspicion ana jealmisy from the public 
mind. Nothing hut the incurable folly a!td madness aigendered 
\}j faction, could possibly resist the fiiir infeh«n«e warranted by 
this appointmeut. But it was wholly unavailing, -Faction is now^ 
ever has been, and will be, deaf, and dun)b, i^nd blM, to reason 
and common sense. 



These four facts notwithstanding, the persuasion was 
nd among the '< Peace i^w^y," that the government 



•Among" the mt mbcrs who voted against this ^ were Mefia& Josiah 
ftdncey and JohnRaiidolph. TJ^eb motives must have bMi rery extraof* 
^uaary. I cunnot IsithoTn tbem. ' * 
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ivorse from cloaibg of the war. The talents of this federal»t6 
in the eastern states and elsewhere, were now pat in requisition 
to impress this idea on the public mind^ The most unceasing 
eflforts were employed on this subject. The leaders of the party 
affected to be, and the others were, inflexible in the opinion^ 

In cionsequence every possible exertion was made, particulars 
ly in Boston, to deter the citizens from subscribing to the loans 
in order to. disable tlie government Irotii earthing on the war, and 
of course} force it to make peace* Associations were entered into 
in the most solemn and public manner to this effect* And tho^ 
who could not be induced by mild means, were deterred by d<?- 
nonciations. A folio volume might be filled with the lucubrations 
that appeared on this subject. 



The pulpit, as usual in Boston, cilme in aid of the press, to 
secure success. Those who subscribed, wer^ in direct terms 
declared participators in, and accessaries to, all the ^< murders^'^ 
ms they were termed, that might take place in the '^tmhoUfj urt^ 
righteotiSf tvickedjabominabley and accursed war J'* 

To enable us to judge of the wickedness oi tliese proceedings^ 
let us examine what would lie the consequence of complete suc- 
cesSk No diminution of the guilt of any act arises from its fair 
lure to produce its usual and intended effect— -The man who 
£res a pistol with intent io kill, is, in the eye of Heaven, a mur- 
derer equally with him whoso ball passes through the brains of his 
^ctiili. 

Had complete success crowned tKe efforts of the conspirators^ 
these awful consequences would hfive taken place. 

First^a national bankruptcy.f T!ie public creditor, and those 
who depended on thiim, would have been ruined. 

Secondly, with the downfall of the public stock, wduld have 
fatlen the stocks of badks, insurance-companies, t&c. &c. 

Thirdly, private bankruptcy would have fallen to an enormoMS 
extent: aiid wide-spread ruin would have pervaded th^ mLtion.§ 

Fpurtbly, the national armies must have been disbanded, and 
idle frontiei'Si exposed to tlve desolating effects of ihe hatchet an^ 

•8ec charter LVt , , 

t Afler the above was wntkn« thi^ effect was produced to a certain extent 
^diis conspiracy. 

4 This ooouBequence took place to a moat alarming degree. 

4 8tronc[ traces of the pemidons effects of this conspiracy appeal thiou^- 
^t the umon. Some of the mnspirators fell unlamemed victiroii W tMr own 
macluMtwna. 

39 
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tomahawk; The aj^ed iBath)n— the phastc and tender wife—* 
the blooming maiden—the decrepid grandsire— the manly fathtt* 
-^-*nd the helpless infant— all would have been involved in one 
wide, impartial, and undistinguishing destruction! 

FifthtV) our seaport towns would have been exposed to the 
mercy of Cockburns and Gordons, 'they would have shared the 
fate of Alexandria, of Hampton, of Havre-de-Grace, and of French- 
town. 

And Sixthly, to close the awful catalogue, our ffovemment 
would be laid at the mercy of Great Britain;^-4ind, deprived of 
the meansof resistance, must have submitted to whatever igno- 
minious lerms she might choose to impose. t 

These were the results that must nave taken place, had com- 
plete success crowned the horrible project. Never was mote un- 
no\j purpose attempted. 

It IS highly probable that many of the persons engaged in this 
conspiracy did not contemplate such extensive results. Tltey 
may have looked no farther forward than to the restoration of 
peace. But the leaders in the scheme were too keen, too shrewd, 
too profound, and too hostile to. the government of their country, 
to allow us to extend to them the same degree of charity. Their 
minds must^ have grasped all the stupendous and awful conse-, 
ouences; and they Md reconciled themselves to the wideHipread 
aevastatioh. 

The success in tlie Astern states was considerable. Few men 
have the courage to stem tlie tide of popular delusion wh^n it sets in 
vcrv- strong. There were some, however, who subscribed*M)enly, in 
defiance of denunciations and threats. Others, of less.nrm tex- 
ture, loaned their money by stealth, and as clandestinely as if 
it were treasonable. TV hat, alas ! must be the awfiil state of 
society, when a free citizen is afraid of lendine his money pub- 
licly, to support the government that protects him— the mildest 
form of government ever vouchsafed by Heaven to ma)Q— whose 
mildness enabled its enemies to jeopardize its very existence / 
Who, that has a soul to feel— -who^ tnat has a Spark of patriotism 
or public spirit in his frame, but must be fired with a holy indie- 
nation at such a hideous, such a horrible state of the public mindl 

"Mone} is such a dnig: (the surest a^ of the ionner proqpenty» and pre^ 
sent insecurity of trade) that men against th6ir consciences, their honour^ 
their dutj-, their professions^ and PROMISES — me willing to lend it secretly 
to support the very measures which are both intended and calculated for 
their itiin."* 

This paragraph, the production of John Lowell, establish- 
es the existence of a combinatipu to prevent the success of 

• See Road to Ruitf, No. 5. 
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jHie loans, who had "j^romisecP' 6ach other, or pUdg^d them- 
selves, not to subscribe: some of whom, nevertheless, did sub- 
gcribe-^ut, to avoid the re)[>roache9 and persecution of their as- 
«>ciates, did it *^ secretlgJ^ This conclusion irresistibly follows. 
These ^^ promises not to lend their money j^^ must refer to the 
combination I have stated. ' It can have no other meaning. 
And the fair construction of .their lending ^'secretly^^ can be no 
other than that they were liable to ('isgrace with, or persecution 
from their part^, if they were known to lend, 

Of the species of denunciations held out t(n deter from sub* 
acription, some idea may be formed fropi , the following para- 
graphs, taken from various Bostqn papers. 

"Let no man who .wishes to (Continue thG> war by active means, by vote p^ 
lending [noney, dark to paosrniiT oiHaffLF at th* altab ok the past 
BAT ; f )r they are actually »s much partakers in the war, as thd soldier 
Who thrusts the bayonet; and THE JUDGMENT OF GOD WILL 
AWAIT THEM." 

Money lent by Federalists. 

« Will fedefalists subscribe to the loan ? will they lend money to our na- 
tional rulers J It is imposable., first, because of the principle ; and second- 
It, because of principal and interest If they lend money now, tliey make 
memselves partis to the violations of the constitution, the cruelly oppress;^ 
ivc measures in relation to commerce, and to all the crimes which have oc^ 
eurred in the field and in the cabinet To what purpose have fedei*alist8 
exerted themselves to show the wickedness of this war, to rouse the public 
sentiment against it, and to show the authors of it not only to be unworthy 
of public conftdenc •, but highlv criminal, If now they contribute the sums of 
money udthoilt which; these rulers must be compeDed to stop; must be com- 
pelled to return t« the policy and measures under which this country once 
was at peace, and in singular prosperity. 

«< Bf the magnanimous course pointed out by governor Strong, that is, by 
withhol(^ng all voluntary aid in prosecuUng the war, and manfully expressing 
our opinion as to its injustice and ruinous tendency, we have arrested itg 
progress: and driven back its authors to abandon tliclr nefarious schemes, and 
to look aniuously for peace. What then if we now lend them money ? They 
wtU not make |)eace: they wiU still haiUcer for Canada; they wiU still assem- 
ble forces, and shed blood on our western frontier. Mere pride, if nothing 
else, would make them do it The motives which first brought on the war, 
will stUl continue it, if money can be had. But some say — will you let the 
country become bankrupt ! no, the country will never become bankrupt. Bur 

raAT BO SOT PRSrBXT TUB ABUSERS OP TUEIB TBUST BECOMIITa BAKKUUPT. Do 

not prevent them fivm becoming odious to the public, and replaced by bet- 
ter men. Any federalist who lends money to government, must go and shako 
hands with James Madison, and claim iellowship with Felix Grundy. Let 
him no more call himself a federalist and friend to nis country ! ! ! HE WILL 
BE CALLED BY OTHERS, INFAMOUS !!!!!! 

«* But, secondly, federalists will not lend money, because they will never get 
it again. How, where, and when, are the government to ^t money to pay 
interest ? And who can tell whether future ru]er« may think the debt c on- 
tnicted under such circumstances, and by men who lend money to help out 
measures which they have loudly aiid constantly condemnecC oujdit to be 
paid ! On the whole, there are two very strong reason* why federalists 
win not lend money— fiftt, because it would be a base abandonment of po- 
litical and moral principles j andiccondlyy because it is pretty certain t&^ 
will never be pida again. * " v 
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^ It is very rrateful to find that the universal sentiment is, that ANY MAIKI 
WHO LENDS HIS MONEY TO THE GOVERNMENT, AT THE PBES- 
PNT TIME, WILL PORPETT ALL CLAIM TO COMMON HONESTY 
AND COMMON COUBTBSY AMONG ALL TRUE FRIENDS TO THE 
COUNTRY !!»!!! God forbid'that any federalist should ever hold up his 
hand to pay federafipts for money lent to thp present polere: and federally 
can judge whe^ier demooAts will tax their constituents to pay iu^rest to fed- 
isnaists " Boston Gazette, April 14, 1814 

" Th6 war adv;pc^tes appear very sore and chagrined at th failure of the 
late loan, and in tlieir ravings ascribe the meagre subscriptions to the truths' 
which have appealed in the federal papers on the subject*^ Boston Centi* 
nel, Maroh24Ch. 1813. . . 

I'' Our merchants constitute an honourable, high-minded, inde|>eiideiit» 
and mteUigmt class of citizens. They feel the qipresaon, injury, and 
mockeiy, with which they are treated by their government They will lend 
them money to retrace.theirstejps— but iMne to persevere in thdr pres- 
ent course. Let every highwayman find his pwn pistols.*'— Boston Gazette. 

We have only room this evening to say that we trust no true^ friend f o h« 
country will be found among^ the subscribers to the*Oallating loan** New- 
York Evening Post 

"No' peace will ever be made, till the people say there shall be no 
war. If the rich raeri continue to furnish monev, war will continue till 
the mountains are melted with blood — ^till every field in America is white 
with the bones of the people." Discourse deiivered at ByfieJdy April T, 
1814. By Elijah Parish, D. D. 

" If this war is to be supported by lo^ns, paper stock wiU breed as fast 
and faster than merinos. Their fleeces, if you'' pastures are good, wiD yield 
the interest: but foryour interest of paper stock, you must yield a fleece of' 
loans annually from yout own pockets. The admiral and the purser have 
informed the crew, that they have but few shot in the locker; they must be 
replenished, or the war laurels must wither. In our old war,when private men 
were public creditors; and became somewhat impatient of public delay, the 
administration would promise them one new dollar for two hundred old ones, 
and try their- patience again. My brother farmers, if you have money to' 
let, let it lay. If the war continues, you will purchase your stock at four 
years old, cheaper than you can raise it; so unjust is this^ ofl^ensire war,- in 
which our rulei*s have plunged its, in the sober conude ration of millions, that 
they cannot conscientiously approach tiie God of armies for his blessing upon 
it " Boston CentJneli 13th. Janury, 1813, 

Tlie following advertisements contain volumes. They evince, 
beyond the power of dovbt or denial, the horrible state to which 
a few factious, violent men, tKeir treasonable practices bad reda- 
ced the town of Boston, when those who were disposed to sup- 
port their owb government, were obliged to do it as clandestinely' 
as if the J were efigaged in some dangerous conspiracy. ^ 

The Mw Loan, 

From the Boston Chronicle, Jlpril 14, 18J4. 
From the advice of several respected fiiends, we are induced to announce 
to the public that subscriptions to the new loan wiW be received by us as 
agents until thfe 25th. inst'from individuals, or incorporated bodies, in sums 
w jJS 500 and upwards. The subscriptions to conform to the regulations an- 
nounced by the secretary of the treasury, dated 4th. April. Payments may 
l^e made in Boston money, or in any other in the United states, the subscriber 
paying the customary rate of discount Applications will be received from 
any persons who wish to receive their interest in Boston^ by lettc^ post 
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paid, or by written appficitiona finom indiTidtials in Boston, ANp THB 
NAMES OF ALL SUBSCRIBERS SHALL BE KNOWN ONLY TO THfi 
UNDERSIGNED, according to the proposals of the secretary of the ti^asuiy 
(for more particulars siee his advertisement;) each applicant must name the 
highest rate he wiilg^ve : and if the loan is granted lower than his propo- 
sal, it will of course be fbr his benefit: but on the other hand, if higher, ha 
will lose the benefit of bemg a sobtcriber. The certificates, and all the buai> 
n^s relating to it; ^ be doliv^ed froe of charge. 

\ GILBERT & PEAN, Brokcre. 
« Exchan^ C<(ffeBou^, JBotUmy JprUl2.** 

From the BoHon Oazette, April 14, 1814. 
THB LOAN. 
"Subscriptions will be received throu|^h the agency of the subscriber to 
the 25th. inst. inclusive. 

''To avoid the iiwmvemence of pergonal appearance to stUfcribe, applica- 
tions in writing will be received fipom any part of the state. Eocl^ *ppIicaDt 
will name tlie highest rate he will give; and if th)e loan shall be granted 
lower than his proposal, he wUl reap the benefit, but if higher than his of- 
fer, he will have no shai« in it The amount, rate, and N AMfi OF ANY 
APPLICANT SH.iLL, AT HIS REQUEST, BE KNOWN ONLY TO THB 
SUBSCRIBER. All the business shall be transacted, and certificates deliv- 
ered to the subscribers without expense." 

JESSE PUTNAM. 

On the abQve ^vertisements, and others of a similar cha-* 
racier, the following commenta were published in the same paper. 

«* How degraded must our government be, even in their own eyes, when 
Hiey resort to such tricks to obUin money, which a common Jew broker 
would be ashamed of They must be well acquainte4 with the fabric of the 
men who are to loan them money, when they offer, that if they will have 
the goodness to do it, their names shall not be exposed to the world. They 
know right well that the cau^e is so sneeking and vile, that nobody would 
be seen m the broad day-light to lend them money. However it is consist- 
ent with the system of deception and -double dealing which they have always , 
practised. 

Capitalists may be induced to subscribe to the loan, because it will tend 
to shorten the war. But what pledge have they when they have poured all 
their cash into the lop of the government, that the war wilt end ? 

"Noonedoubtaof their rancour i^nd ill-will towards En^and; that they 
are willing to fight her as long as they can get money. Wdl then, if they 
can gull the rich men, and get as many loans as they ask for, will they not 
fight till that is gone ? yea, and until they can negociate new loans upon the 
same terms P 

** Perhaps monied men ma^ be bribed by the high interest that is offered. 
But if they withhold their aid, and so force the government into a peace, 
will not their capital be better employed, if en^ged in trade ? will they not 
have better security for its payment, and at their command when thev ask 
for it ? 

**0n (he whole, we think it no way to gf«t out of the war, to give mcRiey to 
government, when the very thing that prevetits them from carrying It on, is 
ttfe wantofmoney^' Boston Gazette, April 14, 1814. 

After having intimidated the citizens from lending tlieir mon- 
ey publicly, by the most inflammatory, and seditious, and threat- 
^niog publications, of which the pr^cedin^ extracts afford a sliglHi 
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apecimeo, these wr'itere revUe atnd abuse the government, because 
those who wish to kndy are invUed by the brokers to do U se- 
eretlyi What transcendent wickedness and injustice! 

Hundreds of similar paragra^>hs and essays were written with* 
a view to dissuade and intimidate monied men from subscribing 
to the loans* 
mental laws i 

— ." acquiring ill«gdtte^ , . 

morals and endeavoring^ though a small minoritv, t» trample 
down the majority, bad the vnckedness to invoke ^ th^ judg- 
ment of fifotf,'^ upon the supporters of a lawful and mild govern- 
ment! 

In the middle states, the federalists did not enter into the 
project, or to a very limited extent Many of them were sub- 
scnbers — somp on a very liberal scale. And thus the loans, i a 
spite of thepressj.and the pulpit, and the efforts of the conspir a- - 
tors, succeeded, to their infinite mortification. New means were 
brought into operation,whicb were temporarily crowned with snc- 
cess. 



CHAPTER LUL 

Smuggling carried tq a great ea?cess in Boston^ Specie abundant 
tliere. Oppressive drafts on JSTew Fork. Arrangements be* 
tween persons in' Candda and in Boston. Government BiUs, 
Treason in the United Stflies. Misprision of treason. High 
treason in Cheat Britain. ' Hanging, drawing and quartering. 

MjLoW stmnff soever mayt>e the general sense of the infamy 
* of smuggling, it has always prevailed; and will never be wholly 
suppressed, while it hold^ out such ^at advantages, and while 
ftere are men to be found who worship gain as their God. It is 
not therefore surprising, that the non -importation, the embargo 
&c. being denounced as oppressive, unjust, and unconstitutional 
and the war as wicked, and^unprbvoked, and corrupt, smuggling 
should be carried oh to a most prodigious extent, especially as the 

?fubUc papers in Boston repeatedlv invited and urged the citizena 
o set the restrictive system at uefiance. These circumstances 
conspired to suf^ly that town vnth smuggledgoods ona very larg« 
scale. 

' .Of the extent to which smuggling? &nd fraud, and penary have 
been carried in Boston, some idea may be formed from the follow- 
ing << precious confession," written by John Lowell. It describes 
a state of society not exceeded in the most corrupt countries in 
Europe. 
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; ** Encouraged and proteeted from 'mfitnay by the JQst oi^um agaiast 
the war OCT*, tbey engage in lawless speculations-^aneer at the Ksttainta 
of conscience—laugh at peijuiy — ^mock at lend restraynsts— and — ^acquim 
an ill gotten wealth at the expense of pubuc morals, and of the mor^ 
sober, conscientious parts of the comniunity.***^ 

It ^ad worthy of the most serious reflectioa of the honour- 
able and public spirited fede^llsts of the middle and south- 
em states, how far they ceuid, without disgrace and dis- 
honour, << follow the lead^^ of a town where such a state of 
things existed—where no regard ws^ paid to ^* restrditUs of 
conscience^ J — where *^ perjury" was a subject of " laughter*^ 
—where *< l^ol restraint:^ were " set at defiance" — and 
where *< public morals^^ were sacrificed to thft acquisition of 
<< id gotten wealth,^^ — WJiat an awful consideration it is, 
that such a desciiption of citizens should have had it in 
their power materially to affect tlie destinies of eight mil 
lions of people and their posterity ! for it is a most frightful 
trutbi that all the violent, lawless, Jacobinical, and wicked 
measures, which Vere driving this country to perdition, ha^ 
their origin in Boston, where " perjury ana smu^ling" 
were the roads to fortune — and where " conscience ^uorded 
110 restraint."^ 

Mr. Lowell, after drawing this frightful picture endea- 
tours .to make the administration answerable for the whole 
to " a jiist God," who " knows how to trace the causgs of 
human evenfs." This is most sorry and contemptible cant- 
ins and can deceive no man beyond the rahk of an idiot. 
Ints hideous derangement of morals is solely the production 

Mload to Rum, No. 6. 
, f Mr. LoweU denies that the above portrait was drawn for Boston. Ht 
tays '* the remarks were intended to apply to other states than Maasachu-^ 
settB^— but he doea not specify which are the states. I have reconsidered 
the subject, and am not disposed to admit his defence. Hie deprevation 
of morals he describes, is, he says, the result of ** *muggUnff** And this 
if protected fit)m infamy by ** the just odium against the war." Now it is, 
well know that there was no part of the United States where smuggling 
wm cantied on so largely and so barefaccly as hi Boston — and none 
where so much pains were taken t(^ezcite the public passions against the 
war, or with so much success. It is therefore not in Mr. LaweU's power 
to remove the fairness of the application. 

I wish here to avoid b«ing misunderstood. This'statement respecting 
Botton is to be recieved with due qualifications. I have numerous and 
■est estimable acquaintances in Boston—equal in point of honour and in- 
iypity to any dtizem in the United States. And such I consider them a s 
oi the int^itaina. But in times of factious .violence, the vforst men always 
rise uppermost ; gain the ascendency ; give the tone to public measures ; 
and esUblish an arbitrary sway. And men who *' laugh at pcijiuy," and 
** meer at the restraints of conscience/' are precisely those who in such 
times of frenzy bear sway over their fellow citizens^ and bear down or forc^ 
with them the dispassionate and well intentioned. AtaU events, the pic- 
ture of Boston is not mine, tf it be incorrect, I am not answerable. Lcf 
Mr. LoweU and his fiiendi settle the aiscoyptbetween tiiem. 
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of faction, which consecrates every means, howeyer wick^^ 
t» answer its vile purposes. 

"Administration hirelings maj revile the northern states, and the mer- 
chants generally, for— this monstrous depravation of morals, — this execrable 
course of smugj^e and fraud. But there is a just God, who knowa how to 
trace the causes of human events i and—he will assoMUy visit upon the au- 
thors of this war, all the iniquities of which it has bten the occasion. — V the 
guilty deserve our aoom or our pity, — the tempters and seducers deserve our 
execration.''* 

This 18 vcrj just and true. The guilty deserve our scorn. 
The seducers tnerit execration. But wno, let me ask, were 
the seduccfrft ? Those indubitably, who for so many years 
had been employed; by every means, however base or vil^ 
in exci^ng the people to forcible opposition to the rulers oi 
their choice — who had in the public papers, openly invited thos^ 
lyho needed na such invitation, to. violate laws fairly Ana 
constitutionally enacted, which they falsely denounced as op: 
pressive and " uncanstitutionalJ^ These were ^ the seducersJ^ 
These were the men 09 whom heaven in its righteous dc- 
crees, would ** vi»it all the ini^itieSy*^ to which their am- 
bition, th^ir turbulence, and their factious symi bad given 
occasion. • 

Many valuable British prizes were sent into Boston, 
which greatly added to the stock of goods introduced there 
by smuggling.^ The middle and southern states, which re- 
gained from S)is pestiferous practice, derived nearly all their 
supplies of foreign merchandize from that town. This 
course of events filled the vaults of the banks in Boston 
with incomparably more specie than they ever held before 
--^-and raised very heavy balanceb against the banks in New 
York* The Philadelphia banks were indebted to New York 4 
those in Baltimore to Philadelphia; and so on more to the 
southward. 

It maj not be unamusin^ to the reader to explain this 
process a little more in detail. New York purchaced goods 
largely in Boston, partly for bank notes and partly on credit. 
JFor the latter portion proihissory notes were riven, which 
Ivere transmitted m>m> Boston to the New Yotk banks for 
collection. Ver^ large purchases were likewise^ made in 
Boston by citizens of Philadelphia, Baltimore, Richmond, 
Petersburg, &c. Payments were riaade in bank notes, ef 
the middle and southern state, and ih promissory notes. 
Both were aeot on to New York, the first for transmission 
Co the banks whence they were is8tted«-<-and the second for 
collection. 

This state of things suggested the stupendous idem, at 
which the reader will stano aghast, of wielding Ae ftoaiicial 

* Road to Boin, No. «. 
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tidvatitagies then enjoyed by Boston^ to produce the effect whieti 
the press and the pulpit had failed to accoiiinlish— 4hat is, f« 
stop the itheels c^ government by draining the banks in the mid* 
die and southern state* of their specie^ and thus producing an 
utter disabiHty to fill tfte loans!! JI This scheme was prelected 
in the winter of 1 813-14 — and immediate arrangements were 
made to carry it into execution. It richly earned ror the pi^jec- 
tors the heavy curses of the widows, and orphans, and t>thtr 
person^ on whom it entailed 80 much distress and rain. 

Accordingly the New-York, Philadelphia, and southern bank 
notes held by the Boston banks, were transmitted with demands 
for their amount in specie*— -and drafts were likewise drawn on 
the New-York banks for the balances on the face of the booksy 
to enormous amounts. I am credibly informed that the sum 
thus drawn was seven or eight millions* of dollars from the time 
of commencing theite operations till the 51st of August, 1814, 
a space ot about eight months. To relieve themselves from this 
pressure, the New-York banks drew' as largely as the state of 
the accounts woXild admit, on those in Philadelphia— «the latter 
on those in Baltimore— and those in the iSitter city on Washing- 
ton, Alexandria, Richmond, &c. 

A iearful alarm spread through the community. The issue 
^as looked for with terror. Wagons were loading with specie 
at the doors of our banks almost every weet. There have been 
three kt one time loading in Philadelphia. The iMmks thtough- 
out the middle st^ltes were obliged to curtail their di8Connt84 
Bankruptcies took place to a considerable extent. Even weal- 
thy men, who were wholly unprepared for a such a crisis, suf- 
fered gfeat inconveifience. 8ome who had subscribed to the 
loai^s, were unable to comply with their engagements: and othern 
■were Withheld Jroirt subscribing, by the general pressure for mo- 
ncy. In consequence, the loan, then pending, partially failed, 
to the very great embarrassments of the government, and distress 
of tte pablic. Tiiis was the nefarious oyect in view. 

I have before me <^ A true abstract of the statements of the se- 
veral bank corporations of Massachusetts, rendered January, 1814 



^ When I wrote this passage, I greatly uiKierrated the amount thus vriibf- 
' drawn from the middle and southern states, which I ^mated at only four 
millions of dollars. Subsequent enquiries have satisfied me that it was pro. 
baoty double that amount The bariu from New-York to Norfolk inchisivt* 
\y, as well as roost of those of the westward, were literally drained of their 
specie, and neariy reduced to bankruptcy. Two nullions of dollars and 
■lore, have frequ^ntily been exported from Philadelphia for the East Indies 
in single seasons, wimout proauctng<iny sensible eiect 
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and pubHshed by the secretary df that eommoQwealth, from 
which I extract tiie amount of specie in their Taults^ and of* their 
notes in circulatioB. 





Specie. 


^ryt€$incirculatien^ 


Massachusetts Bank^ 


8£,1 14,164 


8682,708 


Cnion, 


65f,795 


iiSS,225 


Boston^ 


l,16a,57£ 


369,903 


State, 


659,066 


509,000 


New-England, 


284,456 


161,170 


Mechanics, 


47,391 


44,595 




84,945,444 


2,000^601 



Of course th^e tould not be the least pretext of want of specie^ 
to answer the utmost demaifd that could be reasonably calcuta^ 
ted on. They possessed, for every htmdred dollars of their^ 
notes in circulation, nearly 250 dollars in specie— a state of things 
probably unparalleled in the history of banking, from the days of 
the Loinbai'ds to the present time. 

No man can pretend, that with the above Enormous amount 
of specie, and the moderate amount of notes in circulation these 
banks would have deemed it either advisabfe or necessary tomakcT' 
such very unusual and immoderate drafts, particularly at the 
season of the year when this project was commenced, unless there 
was some extraordinary object to be accomplished. 

Notwithstanding the enormous sums of specie, drawn into 
the town of Boston, from New- York, Philadelphia^ fcc. so great 
was the drain away to Canada and Nova Scotia, to pay |fbr 
government bills and for smu^ed goods, that bi|t a very mo« 
derate sum remained at the beginning of the present year, (1815.) 
I annex a statement of the amount in the vaults of the diffisrent 
banks, at two periods, subseauent to the preceding date, from 
which an idea may be formed of the pernicious extent to which 
these proceedings were carried. 



Massachusetts Bank, 

Union, 

Boston, 

State, 

New-England, 



Jti^ls^. 1814. 

81,959,405 

639,789 

1,270,731 

l,114y421 

484,258 

85,468,604 



Jan. 1st. 1815. 

8763,682 

202,786 

691,729 

88,339 

252,832 

81>999,3oo 



Thus, it appears, tbat i^ m montim the amount of qpecie 
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had been reduced the eDormous sum of nearly three miihons and 
a half of dollars, notwithstanding the continual supplies from 
Hew York till the Slst August, 1814. 

Attempts have been made to justify the extravagant drafts 
above stated, as merely the result of the balance of trade 
ia favor of Boston. It has been asserted, that it was no 
Bkore than r^t and propor for the banks of that town to require 
the balances due them; and that the case daily occurs, of banks 
drawing on each other in a similar mode, when balances accrue. 

These palliatives will not stand the test of sober examination. 
A large portion of the heaviest drafts, indeed those that first exci- 
ted alarm, were made during the winter, when the freight was 20, 
535, or 30 per cent, higher, in consequence of the wretched state 
ef the reacts, than it would have been, had tiiey awaited a few 
weeks. Thi^ is a conclusive circumstance, taken ia conjunction 
with the fact, that there was a superabundance of specie in the 
Boston banks, and likewise with the laborious, and unceasing, and 
>Brofligate eflforts that had been so long made, to destroy Ibe pub- 
pc didit 

It is well known to every person in the slightest degree ac- 
quainted with banking, that when two banks in different cities car- 
ry on a large intercourse with each other, balances will arise in 
favour of l)ne and against the other, often to a very large amount; 
which balances remain unclaimed, sometimes for montl^ together, 
unless the specie be actually wanted. The banks do not choose 
ttimecessarily to incur the expense of transportation — ^and wait 
in expectation of the balance being reduced oy the regular ope- 
rations of trade. I think 1 am safe in saying that at least two 
millions of doHars are constantly thus circumstanced, between 
New, York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Washins;ton and Richmond. 
New York owes largely at times to Philadelimia — Philadelphia at 
other times to New York — and so of banks in other places. 

To render the stroke at public credit more unerring-r-and to 
place the result wholly out of the reach of contingency, f^e wm 
an arrangement made h^ some persons at present unlcnowny with 
agents at the government of Loiver Canaday whereby an immenm, 
amount of British government frt/b,* drawn in ^uebecy were Irans* 

* These bills were openly adv.ertised foe iftle in the Boston papers* in^. 
^ex an adrertisement taken 

From tkeJBottonlhify Adoertitor^ Dec. 16, 1814. 

1 BiQ] for - - - - 800'') Batish government bills for idle 
I ditto . - . • 250 > by CHARLES W. GREEN, 

1 ditto . . - , 303 3 - Now 14, India Wharf. 

1.253 
Let the reader after having considered the above ostentatioas mode of m^? 
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nUtted far sak to JWtv Fork Philadelphia^ and ^ Baltimore 
md deposed of to monud men, on such advantageous terms 
as induced tiiem to make large purchases. And thus was^ 
absorded a very lar^ portion jof the capital of these three cities. 

These bills were rorward^ through tnistjr persons in Boston; 
and the proceeds being placed to their credit, added infunenaelj 
to the conhnand the SSiton banks had acquir^, by the extent of 
the smuj^ing trade, over those in the middle and southern states. 

Let usner^ make a solemn pause. Let us strip these &cts of 
the thin v^il thrown over them. Let us consider them in all 
their nakedness, in all their deformity. 

My heart sjckens at the investi^tion. I turn with dis- 
gust, with horror, with affiisht. Boston, tfie cradle of the 
revolution, which claims so nigh a degree of pre-eminence 
for her << morality and religion," after having failed in her 



n»guig the intercourae yri^ the enemy, compare the spirit which dictited 
it with the spirit of the revolutionary war, asuisplayed ih the foUowing le-t 
aolutions ana ordinances taken from a mmfiber of a simijiu' character. 

June 3, 1775. Resolved that no bill of exchange, draft, or order, of any 
officer in the army or navy, their agents or contractors, be received or ne- 
gdciated, or any money may be supplied to them by any person in America." 
JoyrruUa ofCvngretB. VoL I, pave 105. 

March S7, 1781. *<ItiahereDy oidained th«t the citizens and iidiabitants 
of these United States be, and they are strictly enjoined and required to ab- 
stain from all intercourse, correspondence, or dealings whatsoever with the 
subjects of the Kint of Great Bntain, while at open war with tlicse United 
States, as they shall answer the same at their benl. And the executives of 
the several states are hereby called upon to take the most vi^ant and eflTeo 
tual measures for detecting such intercourse, correspondence, or deahngi^ 
and bringing the authors thereof, or those concerned th^in, to condign 
punishment" Idem, Vol. 7, page 60. 

' « June 21, 1782. « Whereas some «f the inhabitants of tlie United States 
prompted either by a sordid attachment to gain, or Hy a secret conspiracy 
with the enemies dT their country, are wickedly engi^ed in carrying on an 
illicit trafic with theur enemies, whereby a market is provided for merchan- . 
dize, THE CIRCULATING SPECIE IS EXPORTED FROM TIIE UNI- 
TED STATES, the payment of taxes rendered more difficult and burden- 
some to the people atlai^ and great discouragement occasioned to honei^ 
and lawful commerce : - ' 

** Resolved, that it be and hereby- is recommended to the legislature^ of 
the several states, to adopt the most efficacious measures for stippressing'all 
traffic and illicit intercourse between their respective citizens and the ene^ 
my. 

" Resolved that the legislatures, or, in their recess, the executives of the 
several states, be earnestly recjuested to impress, bv every means in thch 
poweri on their respective citizens at large, the Ijanefjiil consequences ap- 
prehended by congress fr»m A CONTINUANCE OF THIS ILLICIT AN6 
INFAMOUS TRAFFIC, and the necessity of theh- co-operating with the pub- 
lie measures by such united, patriotic and vigilant exertions, as will detect 
■nd bring to legal punishment those who shall in any manner have been coq- 
terned therein. Idem, page 301. 
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t^ijkavoiirs ta preyent the success of the loans, draws awaj 
tiie specie from the middle and southern states, to bankrupt 
the eovemmentj r^ardled^ of the universal ruin in which it 
^oola involve* indiscrimiQatelj,. friends of war— friends of 
peace^— federalist— democrats— young and old—men, women^ 
and children ! And, to add a deeper dye to the transaction^ 
tfie specie is transmitted to Canada^ and eaaUes the enemy 
to dispatch his red aUies to swim in Hood on the defenceless 
frontiers of their own country /• This is the work of 
faction, the heaviest scourge that ever issued from Pando* 
ra's box! 

The consequence of these vile operations are still- severe- 
Ij felt Manj estimable individuals have been absolutely 
fuine^. Bank paper became ^n object of brokerage, and 
was sold at various rates from three to ten p^r cent dis- 
count A general stagnation was produced. 'The loss fell 
most heavily on the poor, as is usual in ail such cases* The 
rich were enabled to make most extravagant profits ; and 
i^mny of them were literallv prej^ng upon the middle and 
poorer clashes of society. The enpre pro£ts of business were 
swallowed *up by the extravagant discoiints paid on bank pa- 
per a case hitherto unkpown in this part of the country. 
And thus, in a season of distress i^nd difficuKr, the embar* 
rassroent of the citizens were doubled or trebled. An4 whi^ 
is the most daring i^nd profligate part of the business, the 
ipen yeho 

<< Have played these pranks before high Heaven^ 

were impudent enough to charge the whole of the distress 
to the account of the administraUon ! 

^ The effence is roflAr— 4t smells to Heaven.^ 

To render the affair more shocking, more gross, more 
hideous, those who perpetrated this wickedness, hypocritical- 
ly refused- to rejoice in the victories of tlieir country— ^ls 
^ unbecoming a moral and religious people ! ! !" 

There is no country in the world, but the United States, 
'wherein such a crime could be perpetrated with impunity. 
Even by our mildest of all mild constitutions, it is treason. 
^ Treason against the United States, shall consist only m 
<< levying war against them, or in adhering to their enemies^ 

* Mr. Lowell has attempted to deny the existence- of this amngemenL 
But it stands on too strong ground to admit of being disproved. Tluit the^ 
&ltSf to an immoderate amount, were transmitted from Quebec ; that they 
were ^wn lor liie support of die armies employed in hostilities aga'uist this 
country ; that they wer« Dud for in specie, devoted to the support of those 
armies ; are facts too stubborn to be set aside. I hereby pablicly daie him 
or any other perton in the onion to disprove any of them. Tbey are abua- 
dajit^ sufficient to establish the iniquHy of the case. 
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«* GIVING THEM AID AND COMFORT.^' If suppljine am 
enemj with specie to enable him to cany on the war against 
their native countrj, benotg;iying him ^ md and com/orf/' ai|d 
that of the mott sobstaAtial kind, I kMw not what are << au< mid 

Every man conoerned in the Irasiness of famishing fliese aids 
to the enemy, t^ ipso facto m traitov'^is life has been forfeiied. 
That he has not expiated his crime by paving the foifeit, ha 
owes to the ill-requited lenity of .an insultedi government. Eve* 
ry person who knew of the commission of the crime, and did not 
reveal it, was guilty of f^sprison of treason. 

Compare this offence with the rebellion in Massachusetts un- 
der Shays; with the whiskey iosarrection, in the neighbourhood 
of Pittseurg; or with that of the poor, deluded, ignorant Fries! 
You maj ee well compare the Andes to Mount Pieasanti 

This crime in England would subject the perpetrator either to 
be hung and gibbeUed, or to be hun&^, drawn, and quartered. 
In the former case, his carcase would be exposed to be devodr- 
ed by obscene birds of prey. In the latter, his bead would be 
elevated as ipi ornament on the tower of London, to deter other 
traitors from the perpetratio;^ of similar crimes. 

Let us once more, thoui;h the sieht turns us aghast, examine 
this hideous scene-«-which sinks mt perpetrators and connivers 
into the lowest abyss of ^famy. 

Men in the *^moral and religious^ town of Boston are ICT*©*"- 
liged to lend theU' money to their own government by stealth. 
But in the face of day, within theknowl^geofa whole commu- 
nity, KT*they send specie to the common enemy to support him a- 
gatnst their oum country / Cap human nature sink lower? Thej 
are iCT*" too moral and too religious^^ to rejoice at the wtories 
of their fellow-ciHxens — bid ^Cpthetj are neither « too moral nor 
too reliffious^^ to aid the enem^ to victory I An age of penitence 
in sackcloth and ashes would not efface this foul olot from the 
escutchon of Boston* 

It is hardly possible to add a shade to the enormity of tiiis 
frime. But one circumstance ^atly enhances its atrocity. It 
was perpetrated while negociations lor peace were pending;, the 
success whereof it had ^ direct a tendency to defeat, by placing 
the British in a situation to rise ia their demands; although ti)$ 
guilty persons professed to belong to the ^ peace party.'' 
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CHAPTER LIV^ 

SuJijeet cantinu^. Bri^ statement itf Fads^ 

Ths mfnencie mmitude of the subyect of the .conspiracji 
ttated in the preceding chapters, induces me to dwell a litUe 
longer on it And as 1 maj have been led astray by the in- 
liEituation and delusion which is feH by alpnost every man 
11^ forms an hypothesis, i shall therfore state anew the 
naked &ct8 of the case, unaccompanied by my comments. 
liet the reader duly weigh the eyidence, and acquit or con- 
demn the accused town, as he may* judge proper. 

I. Engagements were entered into in Boston by individu- 
als pieaging themselves not to subscribe to the government 
loans. 

II. When some of them afterwards did subscribe, they found 
it necessaiy to do it ^ secret/v," to avoid the odium and the 
persecution excited against all who lent tlieir money to the gov- 
ernment 

III. The ufimost influence of that powerfiil instrument, the 
press, and likewise of the pulpit, was employed to discourage 
and .denounce subscribers to the loans. They were proscribed 
as " ii/amoacs," in the public papers most extensively patron- 
ised ; and declared, in those papers, and from the pulpit to 
be absolute " mwrderets.^^ 

IV. During the winter, when the roads Were in wretched 
order, and when carriage was of course from 20 to 30 per 
cent dearer than the common freight, |CP the Boston hanks 
nuide immoderaU^ continued^ oppressive^ unprecedented^ and 
ho$tUe drafts for specie on the Mw Fork lHink8,.sOt 

*« V. At tms period the former banks liad iu their vaults an un- 
paralleled . quantity of specie-^one hundred and fifty per cent. 
more than their notes in circulation, 

YI. These drafts were continued through the spring and sum-" 
mer, and obli(^ the banks in the middle and southern states 
to far to curtail their accommodations, as to bring the commer- 
cial world to the verge of bankruptcy. Large an4 ruinous 
tNuikruptcies did take, place; twenty and upwards occuired in 
New York in one day. 

Ylf. ^ These drafts were carried to suck a great extent, that 
OD the S6th of August the * banks in ^timore— on the £9th 
those in Philadelphiar-^^md on the Slat thoserin New York, 
were reduced to the painful necessity of suspending the pay- 
ment of specie. 

YIII. Contemporaneously with these immoderate draftsi a 
very large amount of bills drawn by the government <tf Lower 
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taiada, wfete through the niediam of agents in Bosion, dk^ 
tributed in New Yorit, PhUadelphia, and Baltimore. 

EL These biHs prodigiously increased the balances i^ainst 
the southern bimks, and the power of drawing possessed by 

those in Boston. t^ *- i 

. X TTis specie rccciwi /or these bilb from J>rew Farky was 
forwttrded to the agents of the govertment of Canada. 

XL When gubscriptions for loans were opened, large quaV' 
tities' of public stock were sent from Boston, to the markets 
in New York, and Phaadelphia, and Baltimore, and sold at 
reduced rates, to tempt the monied people to invest their 
money therein, and thus to impede the success of the pen- 
ding loand* 



t submit all tiicsc strong facts to the reader. Let hhti 
Examine them, and decide for himself. If he be to upright, 
candid, honourable man— if he have a spark of public spirit 
in his composition— if h6 hive not renounced all pretensions 
to the name of a Washingtonian— he will pronounce sentence 
6f infamy against this tri3isaction, all its agents, its emissa* 
ries, its accomplices, and ^inst all ^o connived at it. 
\f this be « federalism of the Boston stamp/^ I trust the high 
minded and honest federilists of the middle and southern' 
stated, will t^nounce the odious connection, and disclaim 
all participation in such nefarious, such treasonable practices. 

Mr. Oatley, a member of the house of representatives of 
the iTnited States, in a violent and declamatory speech, al- 
leged the strongest charges of gross mbmanagcment and in- 
capacity against the administration, for disadvantag^^ous con- 
tracts made for some of the loans, whereby millions of dol- 
lars were lost to the nation. All these lossed and disadvan- 
tages are fairly chargeable to this conspiracy. 

A few ambitious d^^mago^es in Boston have been the 
guidfe of federalists throughout the union. They have led 
Siem a devious course from the paths prescnbed by WaA- 
ington. They have alllired them to the brink of insurrec- 
tion, rebellion, civil war, and horrible devastation, which 
are all synonimotis with a dissolution of the union. Whether 
the latter will have magnanimity and fortitude enoudb Uf 
regain the honourable paths from which they have oten 
seduced, remains to be s^en. Their cotemporaneous 
faine — their- character ^th posterity-^tiieir peace, their 
happiness, their prosperitf— the fate of their wives and 
children — ^the destiny of their country^-tfae question wheth. 
«r we cAudl be united as a band of tirotheri, or Invcdved im 
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civil war, with its traia of horrors — are all at stake. The staka 
is immense* Pray Heaven the/ may form a just and enlightened 
decision. . 



CHAPTER LV- 

^"^assaehusetU eompwred with Tennessee. The blind leading the 
Wind. ProJUs of trade fifty pe^ centJ Uoad to Ruin. 

J3l EVER did faction more completely degrade and sink a 
p<^ple, than she has done ih Massachusetts. That once high- 
niiiuled siate was attacked by the British with a small force*^ 
They were allowed,' without an eflfort, to dismember it. They 
established a regular government in tlieir conquests. As no ef- 
fprt was made by tiiis state, whose population amounts to above 
700,000 free people, to prevent the conquest, so none was made 
to expel the enemy. Enslaved by ' faction, she whined, and 
scolded, and murmured, and winced, and threatened, and cursed 
the administration for not defending her, although she had made 
^very ptHsible exertion to enfeeble the government, and render 
it incapable of defence. 

..Ta sum up (the whole. Massachusetts was energetic, &m, 
bold, daring, and decisive m a contestfwith the ^neral govern- 
ment.. She would not abate an inch. She dared it to a conflict. 
She seized it t^ tlie throat, determined to strangle it ! She was 
nntameable as a lion, or a tiger, or a panther. But she was 
longpSuSering, aad mild, and patient, ana harmless, and inoffen- 
sive^ and gentle, and meek, as a lamb, or a turtle-dove, when 
she came in contact with the enemy ! 

There is some mystery hangs about this afl&ir, which time a- 
lone can develope.' That the British should attack Massachu- 
setts, where they have so many friends, and spare Pennsylvania, 
where the great minority are hostile to them, is so contrary to 
all the rules of true pokey, as to be almost inexplicable. I dare 
not trust myself to naz$rd a conjeeture on the subject The 
tame acquiescence of such a powerful state, in so degrading a 
aituatioiiy must have some extraordinary motive. None occurs 
to my nund that I would choose to commit to paper. 

But mark the contrast !— what a contrast ! Tennessee, with a 
lurge territory of 43,000 square miles-Mi white population of 
o ff 217,727, and a black one of 44,53i^, to guard against, is 
assailed by the most powerful combination of Indians, and thol^ 

42 
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of the biim»t €haracter,that ever etisted since the first settlement 
of this country. She neither mnced-nor whined-nor cursed the goY- 
emnent-norshrunkfronddluiger-nor threatened asenaration. She 
arose in her strength. -She ginled on her armowr. Slie called her 
sons from the counter and the plongh^-from the anvil and the loom^ 
from the bench and ike bar— from flie senate house and the 
council chamber-*and with a- verj small d^ree of assbtance 
from Greorgia, she vanquished the lardy wainors whom m false 
reliance on IBkitish aid had allured to their ruin. Every succes- 
sive efibrt on the part of the deluded astailants was equally 
pre^ant with destruction. Completely vanquished, they bent 
their necks to the yoke. . They cursed Hut seduction which 
tempted them from ease5 and comfort, and happiness; and on 
the forehsad of iheir nalion imprinted me hro^ seal oi perdition. 

Since the above was written, Tennessee has earned tenfdid 
fame by the heroism and publit spirit her hardy sons have dh- 
piaved at New-Orleans^ where they acquired not merely far 
themselves — and their own state— but for the entire nation, s 
wreath of imperishable glory; In thia mnd achievement Ken- 
tacky partook largely* Both these noUo states poured forth 
their sons by thousiCndg, some of th^ from a distance of nearly / 
eight hundred miles, to repiel the iniraders of their native conn* 
try. With what effect they performed thi^ patHottc service, 
history will Convey to posterity, countless ages hence. It will 
be a subject of laudable pride to belong to a nation, whose law- 
yers^ and dottors— whose farmers and shopkeepers— whose clerks 
and mechanics, hastily/coUected togetiier, signally defeated an 
army of veterans, as foraiida^ as any equiJ number ever ar- 
rayed in arms. 

The genius of Columbia hides her fioe wiA Aame, and sor- 
row, and anguish, when she r^ardsth^ ancient stite of Afassa- 
chusetts, degenerated from, andi a disgrace to, her hardy ances- 
tors. But she looks down with priife, and pleasure, and exnl- 
tation, on the youtiifiil, hig^-spirited^ patrii^Cand heroic Ten- 
nessee and Georgia* 

Itis hardlvpoasiUe to find a stronger contrast— mwe da- 
graceful on the one side— more honourable on the other. 

Thetlkid hading (he bUnd. 

There is no man whose zeal ifl inflaming the public mind, 
^ "^"ifJ^^^* ^ the writer of the R^ uTanm. ^. 
haj pabhshed as many difierent sets of papers to excite the 
«»oitenoe«d detesti^on of the eaatern states against the 
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tdmmi8t|*atioii, as would fill two or three large volum^ 
in politics, as very an enra^ as ever lived. So violent^ 
passions on this topic, that thej lead him eternally astray. He 
commits himself by the most extrava^t positions, which nothing 
buithe epidemical madness o^ the times would have ever suffer- 
ed to escape the keenest ridicule. 

In << the Road to Ruin,'^ he most pathetically deplores the des- 
Action of commerce, and the introduction of manufactures, both 
of which he regards as equal subjects of lamentation. And to 
make the stronger appeal to the passions of his readers-^to en- 
hance the misfortune of the loss of commeroe-4ie veiry grave- 
ly states its profits at ^ fifty v^ cent J I P^ It is even so, rea- 
der. *' F^y P^ cent / / r* It is hard to conceive a hi^er grade 
4t extravagance and folly. The average prdtts of successful 
commerce are not twelve per cent. And if tne whole 6f the com- 
mercial capital employed m this country, daring the last twenty 
J ears, be taken into view, ihcludins that of the' merchantt who, 
ave become bankrupts, it is probable that the profits do not ex- 
f:eed eight per cisnt. The failures among that class are very nu- 
merous, and out qf all proportion greater thaQ amone any other. 
Of the merchants in New -York and Philadelphia w1io were in 
eminence ten years ago, I think I am warranted in saying, 'Chat 
pearlv two-thirds have been utterly ruined. It is weH known, 
that tne West India trade has beei) almost always a losing one. 
In fact, of the few fortunate merchants who escape ship-wreck, it 
|nay be fairly said. 



<^ Apparent rati nmtea in gurglte vosto.*' 



This writer is either a deceiver— or he has deceived himself. 
In either case he is«< a blind leader of the hlind:^^ And it can 
never be sufficiently deplored, that a man in this situation should 
have had so very pernicious an influence on ihedestinie9 cf^fflii 
millions of people and their posterity.^ He has cho»en a mosi 
felicitous title— ^< The Rdad to JZuin"— 'and verily he has so long 
been leadine his deluded followers on << the roadUru^^ that 
he has broupit them to the very yerge of the precipke. 

Lest the. reader should, suppose that I have done 4iim injus^^ce, 
I subqiit his own words. If I have tortured his m^bning, oibmy 
head be all the censure I have so freely bestowed up^n hii 



« Wc take from trade a capital which produced FIFTY PER CENT, and 
we invest it in manufacturei, PRECARIOUS IN THEIR NATURE, whldi'^ 
may never produce twenty, and which may prove our ndn.*** ^ ^ 

*See in the Exanuoer,voLi, page 141, the Road to ruin. No. Vllt 
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This short Mrtgrtph is as fallacious as any eqial nnm^ of 
lines ever puMish^d. ETerr position it lays down is deceptions. 
"When the writer emphatically states, that manufactures ure^^pre^ 
carwus in their itahire,^' he must mean, by way of contradis- 
tinotion, that cominerce is blest wtti absolute security. Both are 
arrant errors. Cominerce is proverbiany insecure. No d^;ree 
of prudence Afibrds full security in that department. Manmac- 
tures, prudentlf mana^, have as «nuch certainty as any qther 
human undertakings whateTer. 

One word more. Wh^t dependence can be placed upon the 
aastirtionsy tii£ insinuations, the allegations, on subjects abstruse 
ordijfficult to decide upon, ofaman who makes such anaggre- 
gious, such a momentous error in a case where detection treads 
so closely on his heels?* 



CHAPTER LVL 

FtUpU ptlUics, ProttituHon of the saered fmc&tsM. Missa- 
ere on board the Ocean. Jin anthology ofiedition. 8uctes3 
ofihe war. 

** Politiof andthe puJ^it m termi that hart little agreement (Q* A^ 
&fiund wght to be heard in the tkurch bui the voice of healing charity,** (\viiat 
m divine idea!] ** The cause of civil liberty and civil government gains as 
' little as that of religion, by this confiision of duties. Ttioaewhoqmt thcar 
proper character, to assume what does not belong to th^, are, fbr the 
greater part, ignorant both of the character they leave, and of. the character 
they assume. Wholly unacquainted with the world, in which they are so fond 
«f medling, and inexperienced in sD its affairs, on which they pronounce 
with so mudi coi^ence they know nothing •f politics but %he pa«Bons thev 
excite. Surely the church W a place where one da3r'8 truce ought to be al- 
lowed to the dissention and animosiliea of mankind." Burke, 

Of all the aboQuaations thai di^race and dishonour tins coun- 
tnr in these portentous times, I know nothing more deserving 
or reprobation tiian the prostitution of the pulpit for party or 
political purposes. No man of correct mina can seriously re- 
flect upon it without shuddering with horror. 

A clergyman, whose functions pre*eroinently require hira to 
preach *^ peace and good vnll among meuy'^ asceads the 
pulpit among a congregation assembled to unite in praising 
ana adorinr their Omnipotent Creator. He holds in his 
hands the Testament of Jesus Christy which breathes nothing 

* I here make a pubBc »ok^ fbr having erroneously ascribed these sedi- 
tious and iiilammatoiy puoHcations to th e late amiable jud£e Lowell My dis- 
tance from the place of their pu)>Bcation will^ I trust, ap^>giz% as well as 
ftecount £or the error. 
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^ , . . andhasforafexty the words of Jesus 

Chrtky orofnisapostleSyH^themost pdc^ tendency: atiA as a 
smtableaccompanimBnt^ for an houi' long he employs all his zeal, 
all his talents, all his influence, Tor the anti-christian, the inhu- 
man purpose oi enkindling miong his hearers the most baleful^ 
the most furious passions — sfprepari^ them for insurtection and 
revolutUm^for all the horrors of civil war J ' ' 



<<The altemative then i8» tliat if you do not wish to become the slaves of 
those who own slaves, ami' who are themnelven the shires of French slaves, 
you must either in the language of the day, OC/* CUT THE CONNEXION, 
or solar aher the national con^act^ as to u^ure yourselves a due share in me 
government" 

This elegant and sublime morceau, which breathes sonvtchof 
Ihe spirit of St PaulJ let every soul be. subset io the higher poio- 
iersj** is taken from a sermon preached in iSoston, by the Rev. Mr. 
Gfard|iner, July £3, |612. Th^ christi^ injunction of ^:y^^ cut- 
iing the conhtxian^^* that is,KI7^^^^^^^ isainst theinowngoSj- 
emment, wonderfully accords with the dedaration of the text, 
\rhich,gentlii reader, is «Iam/or peace." Psalm 120, v. 7. Ne- 
ver was there a more wonderful association — ^^ Cut the connex- 
ton''— and << lam for peace i" From such apostles of peace, good 
liord deliver us! 

It is impossible much to aggravate the liideeusness of this pro- 
cedure, fiut wheh the preacher commits himself by falsehood, 
even undesignedly, as sometimes happens, it caps the odious cli- 
max. On we eve of a general election a few years ^ince in Mas- 
sachusetts, to answer the purposes of party, a fabulous story was 
circulated, that the French had massacred the erew of a vessel 
Called the Obean; It was one of the thi^usand falsehdods in- 
vented to answer momentary purposes of the same kind. A cler- 
g]rman, whose name I spare, seized the story with avidity — 
wove it into his sermon— and invoked the vengeance of heaven 
on the murderers. But mark the end of it The holy d^eal of 
the auditory had not time to cool, when, to cover the preacher 
Ivith confusion, a'r^surrection of the murdered crew took place* 
They returned home, safe and sound, from the stilettos &nd 
daggers of the blood-thirsty French— and held out a strong memon- 
to the preacher against a repetition of such an anti-christii^ 
nrocedure* ' 

The practice of preaching political sermons is utterly impro* 
per, even when a congregation are all united^U of one senti- 
ment, if such a case ever occurred. But when they are dl* 
Tided, as mnst necessarily almost always happen, what a view 
does it present ? That portion of the congregatite diSeri^; 
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from the politics of the preacher^ arere4u^ tofhe alteniatir« 
of eitlier absenting' themselves from diving worship, or sitting 
patiently sQent under ^e undeserved i^eproaches, and abuse, 
and maledictions of a man who flies in the face of all his- duties, 
imd to whom they cannot ofl^areplj/ 

To enable the rei^ier to forni a correct estimate of the abom- 
ination which I havQ here denounced, ^d of the justice of the 
denunciation itself,^^ I present him with ah anthology, selected 
from the sermons of mree clergymen,* the Rev. Messes. Parish, 
Osj^ood^ and ^'ardiner, to' whom no small portion of th^ seeds 
of msurreclion, rebellion, and civil wUr, so plentiimlly sown in 
the eastern states, is justly chargeidile. ' Never, since ^e first 
establishment of die clencal functions, were thej more misera- 
. Uy employed— more contrary to the divine injunctions of the 
meek and mild Jesus, whose disciples ^ese reverend g^tle- 
men profess to be<^vriiose d<>ctnnes tKey profess to teach«— and 
whose example they profess to follow,' and to hold out for imi- 
tation, * 

Frmn the Retr. J. S. J. Odrdinerj A, «V. rector of Trimii^ 
Chuirchj Boston. 

**The British, ifter all, save fqr us by their conrovB, infinitely mcyre jpio. 
pcrty than they deprive us of. o::^WHERE THEY TAKE ONE SHIP, 
THEY PEOTECT TWENTY. Where they commit one outrage, ihey da 
many acts of kindnc89.** Discourse delivered April 9, 1812, page 15. 

** England is willing to sacrifice every thing to coociltate us, except het 
honour anfd independence.'* Idem, page 10. 

'* It is a war uneocampled m the hiaory of the tottridi wantonly prodaimed 
ontheOT#«fyWvoAm«a9u/^ToimdZest«'^rel«nc€s, against a nation from whose* 
friendship we might dcnve the most signal advantages, and from whose 
liostility we have reason to dread the most tremendous losses ^ Discburse 
delivered July 23, 1812^ page 3. 

**So far from there being British partizans. in this country, it is difficult 
to find an individual candid enough to do that nation common justice.^ 
Idem, page 10. 

" Every provocation has been offered to Great Britain on our part, and 
our resentment has risen in proportion as she lias shewn a conciliating ^irit," 
Idem, page 12. . 

«< What consequence is it to you if they be repealed or not, if you are 
sold to Napoleon, as you have reason tobeheve, by 'the skves who have 
abused your confidence ! !" Idem, page 11. 

<* I^t no considerations whaterer, my brethren, deter you at aH times^ 
and in all places^from execrating ^e present war. It b a war unjust, fool- 
ish, and ruinous. It is unjust, because GREAT BRITAIN HAS OFFERED 
US EVERY CONCESSION SHORT OP WHAT SHE CONCEIVES 
WOULD BE IffiR RUIN/ Idem» page 15. 

" As Mr. Madison has declared war, let Mr, Madison carry it on. Idem^ 
page 17. 

"THE UNION HAS BEEN LONGSINCl^ VIRTUALLY DISSOLVED: 
AND IT IS FULL TIME THAT THIS PART OP THE DISUNITED 
STATES SHOULD TAKE CARE OF ITSELF.'* Idcoi, page 19. 
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ifr<m the Bev. Dmni Osgood, D. D. pastor of the ckurchai 

Medf&rd. 

« The stronr prepossessions of so great a proportion of my fellow citizen^ 
in favour of a race of demons, and aganst a nation ofmore rcBgioa, virtue; 
•oodftith, eencroftty, and beneikience, than any that now Is^or ereir has been 
^n the face of the earth, wrin^ my soul with Mguish, and fill my heart 
^ appreheiwion and terror of thcjudgnventa of heaven upon this sitaftdi 
peopled Discourse, delivered April 6, 18m jwige 40. 

«< If at the conmiand of weak or wicked rulersi they undertake an ui\just 
w«r, eadi man who volunteers his Bcrvices m such a cause, or loans his monev 
for Its support, or by his conversation, his writings* or any other mode it 
influence, encourages its prosecution* that man is an accomplice in the 
wickedness, rr^loiSs his conscience vnth the blackest crimes^— brings the 
irailt of blood upon his soul, and— IN THE SIGHT OF GOD AND HIS 
LlWIS AMURDEBEE.* Discourst delivered June ^, 1812. page 9. 

« Since the period of their pretended repeal, SCXHIES, DP KOT HUN- 
BBEDS of our vessels bad been seized in French port% or burnt at sea by 
FKQch onisws, while many of their URofTending crews were— manacled 
like slfLves, confined in French prisons, orforted on board French ships t9 
fight agiinft England,'* Idem, page 11. 

** Our government,* with a hardihood and eflfrontery— at which demonrt 
flight have bhished, persisted in asserting the repeal" Ibid. 

<* My mind has been in a constant a^ny, not so much at the inevitable 
loss of our temporal prosperity andhappm^ss, and the complicatea Aiiseries 
<^ war, as at its guilt, its outrage against heaven, against ah truth, honesty, 
justice gosdhess— against sH the princ^les of social happiness** Idem^ 
I»««13, 

<* Were not the authors of this war in character nearly akin to thr deists 
and atheists of France ; were they not men of hardened hearts, seared 
consciences, reprobate minds, and desperate wickedness, it seems utterly 
inconceivable that they should have made the declaration." Idem, page 13. 

«* Oae hope oiUy remains, that this stroke of perndy may open the eyes 
of a besotted people : tfiatthey may awake, like a giant from his slumbers, 
and WRBAK THEm VENOEANCE ON THEIR BETRAYERS, by driving 
them' firom their stations^ and placing at the hehn more skitfiil and fiuthfu! 
lunds.** Idem, psge 17. 

^ If at the present moment, nosymtomsofcivil war appear,— *they cer- 
tdnly wiH soon— unless the couragt of the war party should fail them ! ! '." 
Idem, page 14* 

*• A civil war becomes as certain as the events that happen according to 
^ known laws and established course of nature ! ! 1" Idem, page 15.* 
From the Rev. Elijah Parish, D. D. 

**' The Israelites became weaiy of yielding the fruit of their, labpur to pim-l 
pe^ their splendid Qrrant^ They left their political woesv THEY SEPARA- 
TED. OT'WHEflEISOURMOSES!!! Wbeie is the rod ofhis miracles!! 
Wkere is our Atfon ! ! ! Alas ! no voice from the4>iirnii^ bush has dvect- 
•d them here.** Discoune delivered at Byfield, April 7, 1814^ page It^ 

«* There isapointp— thereis an hour— beyond which you ¥^11 not bear ! ! f** 
UM,psge 13. 

•* Such itthe temper of American republicans, so called. A nemUmgut^ga 

* These sentences ate abeady quoted infa- former part of this book* 
bey tfo nevertbeleM repeated hcre» as peculiariy appropriate. 
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BMist be invented before we attei^pt to. eroreast^ their ooadiMA, 

S^cribc the rotcnncss of their heartB.»»* Idem, paro 51. 

« NtfW^iTland. if inyaded, would be obliged tod^end hewelf. Do you 
not tiienowe it to your childrcti, and owe itto your Gpd, to mAc peace fer 

^^^ou may ^ wcU expect the csitaract of Niagara to turn its current to the 
head of Supeiior, as a wicked congress tomake a p^ in the work, of destroy- 
Sn^ their country, while the people will furnish the means." Idem, pase 8. 
^ Ab^i^ WE HAVE, NO MOSES TO STOETCH fflS RODGER 
THE SEA!! !~No Lebanon^ nor Carmel,nor Zion invites us across the 

deep !•• Idem, page 14. , ., * v -u- i. ^ 

"The repubUcs of Borne, and Venice, and peihaps another, iduch alone 
exists, have been as opfwesiive as the despotiwa of Turkey, of Persia, or Ja- 
pan." Idem, page 3. 

Of the law of Pharaoh, which condemned to death the first bom 
of the Israelites, this reverend gentleman saT8-^« -^ tiiousand 
timea as many sons of America have probahty faUen victims of 
this ungodly war^ as perished in Israel by the edict of Pharaoh. 
Still the war is only begining. If ten thousand have fallen, ten ■ 
thousand time's ten thousand fiiay fall.^^ Idem, page 7. 

Those who tdte the trouble of multiplymg, will find that ten 
thousand times ten thousand make 100,000,000, who are to per- 
ish out of a population of 8,000,000 I ! ! 

« Should the English now be at liberty to send all their anmes and aU their 
shipf to AraeHca,Tmd in one day bum every city from Maine to Georgia, your 
condescending rulers would play on ^eir harps, while they gaacd at the tre- 
mendous contislgriition." Idem, page 8. 

.« Tyrants lire tliesame on the banks of the Nile and the Potomaq—at 
Memijhis and at Washington— in a monarchy and a repuMic/' Ide^^ page 9. 

« like the worshippers of Moloch, the supporters of a vile administration - 
sacrifice their children and fiunilies on the altar of democnKTjr. liketfac^ 
widows of Ilindostan, they consume themselves. like the frantic votaries of 
Juggernaut, they throw themselves under the car of their political idol 
They are crushed by itspli>ody wheels." Idem, page 11. 

«« The iliU vials or despotism are poured on your heads, And vet youmay 
challenge the blodding Israelite, Af stupid African, the feeble Ctenesse, 
tl>e droVsy Tui-k^ or the frozen exile of Siberia, to equal you in tione submis- 
sion to the powers that b^." Idem, page 12. - 

*< Here we must trample on the mandates of despotism !! ! or nfeie we 
must reroaii^ slaves for ever." • Idem, page 13. , , ^^ 

'«. You may envy the privilege of Israel, and mcaim that no land of Canaan 
has been promised to your ancestors. You cannot separate from that mass of 
corruption, which, would poison the atmosohere c^p^o^idise. . You must in 
obstinate despair bow dowa your necks to the yoke, and with your African 



* Afler the reader has petueed this uncharitable effuaon of prejudice and 
rii-ulencfe, let him -compare it with flie following dedara^on, made by &« 
I c -crend gentleman, in a sermon preached at Cambridge, April 8, 1810 . — 

«' God is, my witness thali Lwould not upon ajov consideration, wilfingiy or 
unnecessarily wound the fcelinga'of, or give offence to, m indlvidail in this 
assembly." 
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^ivthten draff the chains of Virginia despotism, unless you discover scab 
<a(hermode of escape.** Idem, page 15 

** Has not New England as much to apprehend as the sons of Jacob hid ? 
9ut no child had been taken from the riter to lead us through the sea.^' 
Idem, page 30, 

" If judgments are comihg on the nation— if the Sea does not open thee a 
pathy whci>e, how, in what manner will you seek relief? Ibid 

** God win bring good from every evil. The furnaces of Egypt lighted Is- 
¥ael to the knd ofCanaan.*' ldcm'22. 

** Which sooty slave, in all. the andent dominions^ he morte obsequiously 
watched the eye of his master, or flew to the indulgences of his denres mora 
servilely, than the same masters have waited and watched, and obeyed the or- 
<lers of the great Napoleon ?*' ERscourse delivered at Byfield, Apiil 8, 1813. 

** I^t every man who sanctions this war by bii suffrage or mfiuence, re- 
member that he is labouring to cover bimsefr and his country with blood. 
OC^HE BLOOD OF THE SLAIN WIUL CRY FROM TJIE GROUND 
AGAINST HIM." Idem page ^3. 

«How will the supporters bf d^this anti-christ^ warfare endure their 
Mntenco— -endure their own reflections — endure the fire that forever bum?. 
*-the(worm which never dies^-the hosanhas of heaven — ^WHILB THR 
SMOKE OF THEIR TORMENTS ASCENDS FOREVER AND EVER." 
Idem, pa^ 24. 

*«To raise army after army to be sacrificed, when the English do alt which 
is possible, to soften the rigours of captivity, by kindness to the prisoners 
wmeh they ha^e taken by thousands and thoHsands, restoring them to their 
families wiTHOirr a bakso^h, ass^ wrrHouT their KEdcksT; to cany on such a 
war, after its only avowed cause has been removed, is it not the lawless at- 
tacks of Croths And Vandals, the daring pilliigc of wild Arabs, [a lilicetous out- 
rage on all thi^ prindples of Christianity, an impioiis abandonmejit of divine 
protectloR/' Idem page 5» ^ 

«« The le^slators who \ielde<l to this war, whfen assailed by the manifesto 
^ their angry chie( esta()Iished iniquity and murder by law.*' Idem, page 5. 

«» In the first onset [of the war] moral principle was at defianbe. The laws 
of God, and hopes oi man were utteriv disdained Vice threw off her veil, 
and crimes wck decked with highest honours. This war not only toleratea 
tsimes, but Calls for them, demands th#m. Crimes are the food of its life, 
the arms of its strength. This war is a monster, which every hour gor- 
mandizes a thousand crimes, and yet cries, " give — give." In its birth, it de- 
idknded the violation of all good fiuth, perjury of office, the sacrifice of neu- 
tral impartiality. The first mtnneiit in which the dra^n moved, pimcy and 
roturderwere legalized. Havoc, death and conflagration were the viands of 
ber fint repast.^ Idem^ page 11. 

' << Those western states which have been violent for this abominable war 
of murder— those states which have thirsted fbr blood, God has given them 
blood to drink. Their lamentations are deep and loud." Idem page 16. 

<■ Our government, if they htay be called the g^venynent, and not the dcs** 
troyers or the countiy, bear all these things u paticat]|y at a colony of cea- 
Victs sail into Botany Bay." Idem page o. 

I had begun to write some commetits on these extracts. But 
1 nave changed m^ puq>08e. I leave them to tiie judgment of th6 
reader. I shall simply saj,if the preachers believed all they as' 
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serted, what transcendent infatuation ! If they did not, mh^t 
transcendent turpitude ! In either case, vfhat transcendent pro- 
fanation 0f the cU;rieal fwnetUnu! — and of a religion breatiiing 
peace and good will amon^ men ! May the Lord of his infinite 
ihercy grant ths^t nO Amenidan congr^tion mi^y ever hear such 
sermons again ! 

Success of (he War. 
The enemies of the administration were fayish of their reproach- 
es, in the early stages of the war, on its ill success, which to many 
of them was a subject of as much triumph, as if they belonged to 
a hostile nation— as if whatever dishonour and disgrace might 
arise from it, were to attach themselves' wholly to the administra- 
tion. The blindness and ' perversity of many of our citizens on 
ftis topic, wre utterly astonishing. Whatever of glory was ac- 
quired, or of disgrace sustained in the war, its friends and ene- 
mies partook equally in the eyes of the wdild.* 

It is likewise made a subject of reproach to the administration, 
and of reioicing to some deluded people whom narty passions 
have led astraV, and blinded to the interest and nonour of their 
country, that the government has abandoned its ground on the 
subject of impressment I A most melancholy subject of reioicing ! 
Alas ! it was not the power of England, nor the downfall of Bo- 
naparte, that produced this abandonment of the claims of the 
poor, siifferiii^, nautical hero ! No. Internal disccnti, more fatal 
than tens of tnousands of embattled enemies, has riveted the chains 
of impressment on countless numbers of ^ture Hulls, Perries, 
I^orters, Laurences, and M'Donoughs. \ 

But had the war been really unsuccessful, it would not be sur- 
prising. It would have more completely covered the nation wi^ 
the proudest laurels, had Boston observed an impartial neutrality. 
But she persecuted the government with as much virulence, and 
m^gnity, and vioknc^, as if iifwere administered by deihons in- 
carnate. She involved in the vortex of disaffection no smallpor- 
tion of the population of her own and sister states, and did £ng«- 
land twore (effective serviccy than all her armiesA 

* This all-iihportsnt ide^ is placed in the strongest and most t^ti^ong pdnt 
of lig^ht by the Editor of the Analytical Review, in the )i(e of coitaniodore 
Perry-— of which most elegs^t pemnnance, may be said wiA perfect truth 
the hero was worthy of such a Biographer, and the Biographer was werth^ of 
such an illustrious hero. Thttt is not extant a productiDB of which I ^ookl 
be more gratified to be the author. 

t Of the style and manner in which the goTcmment bait been assailed on 
the subject of the loans, the reader will find in the 52d and 56th chapters, a 
few spedm^s. Many of ^e panigraphs.oa this and other topics display a 
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The w^r, to the mortificatioii 9f iiifi enemies of the coun try, 
lias crowned the United States with naval glory. We have 
more^ impared t^le naval standing of Great Britain, than a|l the 
enemies she has had for a century : and our Sc^tts. and our 
Browns, and our Ripleys, and our Gaineses, and our Macombs^ 
and our Coffees, an4 <^r Carrols, ai^d our Jacksons, have 
aiquired by land, honour and dory equal to what has been 
acquired on the water by our Hulls, Decaturs^ Baiubridges, 
Perries, Porters, Joneses, and M^Donouehs* 

Let those infatuated men who caught the govemmen|fc by 
the throat and almost strangled it by the destruction of its 
credit and by shackling all its eflfort, only reflect for a few 
ininutes calmly on the effect of their condui^t. They desired 
peace but they really prolonged the war. If notwithstand- 
ing the immense disadvantages undi^r which it Was carried 
on, through the disaffection pf sich a large body of our cit'-- 
izens, we so harassed and crippled the trade of the enemy, 
what would have beei^ the result, had the united energies 
ff the nation been employed to avenge the national wrongs— 
fiad all the ports of the eastern states contributed their por- 
tion towards the common cause P Great Britain woula lo^ 
that case have been weary of the war in twelve months. 
She would havfi given us an early and honourable peace. 
Millions of debts and taxes would have been saved — ^^ousands 
of lives on both sides preserved— -the - destruction of pub- 
lic and private credit prevented-.— and the two nations would 
have been early restored to the relations of commeree and 
friendship. This b an awful view ^f the labours of th(^ ^ 
^< peace party. ^ 



CHAPTER LVII, 

forties change name and character. Jacobin^. D^nitim^ 
Unholy strusgle for power, the cause of aU our d^cuUies^ 
Candid confission. 

JTARTIRS some times change their names, though they 
retain their principles. But they more frequently change 

degree of mftlice, and virulence, and ribaldry, that can only be equafled 
by the writers erf" the Courier and the Times. Adhesion to the enemy 19 
risMe in the elaborate defences of his conduct that so frequently appear in 
a larg^e proportion of the papers published to the eastward. And, stranee 
to tell, there was a most laboured set of essays published in Boston under 
the ngnaUire of Paeificus, defending the monstrous claim to 165fiOOfiOO of 
acres of <mr territory, as a ^ne-quo'non condition of peace. These essays 
were republdihed in most of the fedend papers throughout the union, without 
comment or^nsure. "^ 
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ttieir character, and conduct, an<d, principles, atill retaining iktkr. 

Sames. On many occasiona in England^ vtii^ administration& 
ave enforced torr measurea. And some ot the most whig;-: 
gish measure have been adopted by tory admiiiistrations. A ve- 
ry large number of the democrats in 179S| particularly in tfaet 
western parti of Pennsylvania, were rank jjicobins and diaor- 
Iptnlzers. They oflfered, violence to the government, and raised 
an iuaurrection« to free themselves from a paltry excise oi^ 
whiskey, one of the most rational a^d salutary ta:^e8 ever de- 
yised. Most of those men who then violated the laws in thia 
respect, aren^ow atrenuoua supporters^ of the government* 

On the other hand, the^ federalists of 1793, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8» 
were zealous ^friends of order and good govetninent^^ This- 
was with them a sort of watch-word. They were ardent svppor* 
ters of the honour of the constituted auth^ties, which oiev 
identified with Ijheir owiu A very large portion of them atiU 
adhere to the good old faith and practice^ But there are too 
many who are asarrant jacobins and disorganixers, and as riM 
for tumult and commotion, ^s the most violent of ^uie 
democrats ii^ 1793. They fuay murmur and may curse me 
for this declaration as much aa they please. 1 care not 
They may exhaust Emulphus' whole collbction ^of male- 
dictions on my devoted head. Qut were these malefactions ten. 
times told over, they would not eflQice from their escutcheon the 
ifoul blot of jacobinism. A jacobin is a man of violent politics^- 
an enemy to legal government — and ripe fur revolu^on. Thia 
definition i^ sub^Jbantijally correct. And tlierefore every man 
1^ a jacobin who was in fav6ur of sending to EMx^y tfieFrmdent 
of the United States, chosen by the unbmssed votes of a free 
nation. Every ^ man is a rawc jacobin, who was for putting, 
down tfie administration by force. Every man is a rank jacokin^ 
who with Mr. King of Masssachusetts, " r^rdless of decency, 
decorum, propriety, or dignity of character, threatened the presi- 
dent in ajainuendo tcith ahavterJ' Mwru man is a rankjflcobim 
who,with Mr. Colemati, editor ofthe New York Evening Post,pre- 
feri-ed Mwr with all its hoirors, all its devastations, to a xontin- 
wmee of tke present administration. Every man is a^ rank, furi- 
ous, envenomed, and dangerous jacobio, who, with Mr. Blake, a 
(jua^am democrat, seked the advantage of a distressing waf , to 
organize one portion of this nation a^ust the rest.t 



• To tlie disgrace and dishonour of the house o repi:escstatiTe5 tf the 
TT. Sutes, this vile effusion of Billingsgate was allowed to pass without a 
ctUto order. 

fMr. Blake is likely to be a conspicuous 'cltaracter. Neither Martt, 
^toni, nor Robespierrt began their career with more \iolcncc than he has 
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In fine^ every man who wishes the minority to trample dowi^ 
nnd rule the majority— who himself opposes, or who excites oppo- 
sition to, the laws— who seeks to dissolve the union under any pre- 
text whatever— who defends the enemies of, his country, right or 
irrong, and slanders and degrades |us own government, is an en* 
irage— a disorganizer— ajacolnn. 

Struggkfpr Office. 

It b in vain to disguise the truth. Would to God, that I had 
a voice of thunder to proclaim it th^pugh the nation! The cod- 
▼ulsions and dangers of our country have arisen from the lust of 
office and power* The safety, the welfare, the happiness of eight 
millions otpeoj^le and their posterity were jeopardized and ex- 
posed to ruin, in the unholy 8truj;gle. To embarrass, disgrace, 
and render odious and unpopular the men possessed of power, 
for the purpose of displacing^tn^^ and vaulting in tp the vacant 
seats, is a procedure, as ancient as government itself. And that 
it has been almost universally prevalent her^ is incontrovertible. 
It is not wonderful that those whose grand and sole objects are 
power and the tsmoluments of office^ should pursue this plan. 
Thedepravity of human nature sufficiently accounts for it. But 
that a large portion of the commxinity w^jp neither have nor hope 
for place of honour or profit, should lend themselves to such a 
scheme*— should allow themselves to be made idstruments to be 
wielded for the purpose — ^that they should, as the history of this 
young country has often verified, shut their eyes fo the vital inter- 
ests of the pation, in order to promote the aggrandizement of z^ 
few me^, is really astonishing. 

The following paragraph from the N?w York Evening Post, is 
as candid a confession of a most sinister object as ever wa^ 



Already displayed. J^ano r^pente ttirpinimu». He will improve as he goes 
on. I stake my existence, that sliould a civil war have taken place (as would 
have been the case, had Mr. Blake's councils prevailed) and shoula his par- 
tv not have been^piahed in the conflict, a^ tl)ey pVdbaoIy -would^fhe had 
the ascendency, there would have been as summary process with the demo- 
crats of that quarter aa there was wHh the royalists under the jfuillotuie p)- 
v«mment of Paris— Men are monsters all the world over, when unrestrain- 
ed bv law and constitation. I brpe in the terrier mercy of God, we shall n()t 
try the experiment But if in the vengeance of heaven, we are destined to do 
it, we shall add our example to that of France in proof of this theory. Mr. 
BhiJce transcends hlsirlend Mr. Otis&r. The latter gentleman is surely vio- 
lent enough — hut he is obliged to curb and restrain the converted democrat. 
Perhaps this is a ru»e tie ji/^rf^perhaps tlie outrageous violence ol Mr. 
Blake is intended to form a oohtrsstwith the mildness of the pwyecti^Mr. 
Otia, who is thereby to ^in thi popular title of a « modere." Old Lord 
Burleigh or Macliiav^ huoselfj could not arrange the matter better But rea- 
der 1 merely guess at these tlungs. I am too ftx remwed from tlKKcbc* 
board, to judge of the state of the game. 
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jnade. While yre were exposed to all the horrors of war-r»oiir 
cities and towns liable to Coi>enhageni$ra--our wives and oor 
daughters to violation— it was ingenuously avowed, that all these 
frightful evils were of no account compared with the eaxhtsion of 
Mr. Coleman^s friends from oflBpe ! ! ! It is impossible to mistake 
the idea. It is capable of no other tiian this interpretatioD. 
iflowever we reprobate its want of pul^lic spirit^ its candour com- 
inands applause. - 

*« "WhjA would be the value of a peace, if not attended with a chingx: of 
ibosc rulers who are diiving the country headlong to ruin ? A PEACE, if 
iuch be its effects. \/OULD BE THE HE^iVlEST OF CURSES.— There if 
no event that could happen^iio possible condition of tilings that could be 
imagined* which oug^t not to be deplored, and avoidedy as the HEAVIEST 
OF CALAMITIES, if its tendency is to perpetuate power in the profligate 
hands that for sixteen years have governed this unhappy country." 

The man who can read these declarations without shuddering 
with horror, must haye his moral feeliugs destroyed, or at least 
))lunted to an extreme degree. These sentiments have appeared 
|n other papers besides the New Yof k Evening Post 

This paragraph ^ords a complete clue to all the convulsive 
struggles in congress*-HsH the efforts to prevent the success of 
f very measure cdculated to meet the recent emergency. The 

f possession of power on the one hai^id, or the perdition of the coun* 
ry pn the other, were the alternative. The parties had no hesi- 
tation about forcbg the choic«*on their ill-starred country. 



CHAPTER LVIII. 

^liberality cf prejudices against for^tners. Ungrateful ou 
the part of America. Irishmen and J^enchmen pecultdr ob- 
jects of dislike. Pennstdvania line. Extreme sufferings 
Templing allurements. Unshaken virtue and heroism. Jtr- 
nold. Hila^Deane. Befug^s. 

««The real cti/ast of the war must be traced to • • • • • the influence of 
yrortbless foreigners over the press, and the defibenUions of the government 
in all its branches.''^ Reply of the house of representatiTes oi Massachusetts 
to the speech of governor Strongs June 1814. 

« Thau shaU neither vex a strangeVf nor oppress himj for ye 

were strangers in the landof Egypt, ^xbdus, xxii. 21. 

I have long desired a (air opportunitj of handling this 

topic. I have long felt indignant at; the indiscriminate alrase 

l^urled on foreigners in general-— and more particularly o|) 
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(he Irish, on wfiosie devoted beads << the viids of wrath^^ are 
incessantl; " pottred , put.^^ 

There is no country that owes more to— 4here il nd 
coantrr has more need bf-^forcigners. There is no country 
in wnich they are mdre the objects of invective, 6t re- 
proaches, of cuvy .rind jealousy. 

Jealousy of foreigners prevails in England. But it is 
confined to the canaille, who trundting their barrows — . 
sweeping the street»-^r pursuing their genteel offices of 
chimney sweep? and night men — hate and despise the bas 
and taU parlfyvoo-^he blundering Irishman — (he 9impU 
sawney 8cotchfnanr-~4he leek eating Welchnan. In fact, 
every man who wears a coat different from their own, or 
who displays any indication that proves him not to be a 
« true Dofn Englishmen,'^ is an ODJect of contempt to arf 
English scavenger. 

But it is not thus in high life in £hat country. A foreign- 
er of genteel manners — decent address— *ana good charac- 
ter, is treated with the attention and politeness he deserves* 

With a decree of magnanimity, deserving of » praise, and 
worthy of being made an example, England, who possesses 
abunciance of artists of high standing, and sterling merits,^ 
appointed the American West, as president of^^ber royal 
academy. Fratice, witii a constellation of native tallents 
never exceeded, entrusted her armies to a Berwick, to tf 
Saxe. At a more recent period, a SWi^ banker presided 
over her financial concerns. Russia has' frequently pla- 
ced over her fleets Scotch naval heroes. In fact go tnrough 
Christendom, and you will find there is no country so sa- 
va^, 80 uncultivated, or so bi^hl^ polished and refined^ 
which does not cheerfully avail itself of the proffered 
talents of the foreignec who makes his penfkanent doinicil 
th«re. 

But in tins " most enlightened?^ of all the enlightened na-' 
tions of the earth, party spirit has excited a pecufiar degree 
of malevolence aeainst the Irish and the French— and for 
the same reason, because England is hostile tp both. The 
urbanity, the mildness, the equanimity, the refinement, and 
the politeness of the Frenchmen^ avail him nothing. He is 
an object of jealousy ^hd ill will, in spite of all his own good 
and endearing qualities, and in spite too of the services his 
nation *^ in the fiery hour of triaV^ rendered the United 
StEttes. The poor presecuted, proscribed, and oppressed 
Irishman, hunted out of his own country, and knowing the 
talne of liberty here, from the privation of it there, finds 
the antipathies of his lo^ds and masters transferred to many 
%ef those whose fellow citizen he intends ttf beoome* To 
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tome 0^ thMe narrow, infatuated, bigoted, and illBbefal 
meni a Hottentot, or a Cafirarian, or a Japanese, would be 
more acceptid>le than an Irishman. 

One circumstance-^were there no other on record— ou^t 
to endear to Amepcans, the name, the countiTofan Irish- 
man* It has i, high claim, mot cancelled, on the pen of the 
historian. It has not jet had jui(tice done it Let me grace 
ihy book with the narrative. 

During the American revolution, a 1)and of Irishmen 
Ivere embodied to avenge in the country of their adoption 
the injuries of the country of their birth. They formM the 
major part of the celebrated Pennsylvania lii^e. They 
fought and they bled for the United Stages. Many of them seaT^* 
ed their attachment with their lives. Their adopted country 
was shamefully nneratefuL The wealthy, die independrat^ 
and the luxurious, for whom th^ fought, were rioting in all 
the comforts and superfluities of life. Their defenders were 
literally 1ialf starved^ and half naked. Their shoeless feet 
marked with blood their tracts on the highway. They lone 
bore their grievancespatiently. , They at length murmured* 
They remonstrated. Tney implored a supply of the neces- 
saries of life. But in vain. A deaf ear was turned to their 
complaints. Thev felt indignant at the cold neglec1>*-4it the 
ingratitude*>^6f tnat country for which so many of tiieir com^^ 
panions in arms had expired .on the crimsoned field of batr 
tie. They held arms m tiieir hands. They had reached 
the bouDfdary line," beyond which forbearance and submissioa 
become meanness and pusillanimity. As all appeaJs to the 
gaatitude, the justice, tne generosity of the country had 
proved unavailing, they determined to try another course* 
rhey appealed to its fears. They mutiiiied. They demanded 
with energy that redress for wnich they had before suppU* 
cated. It was A noble deed. I hope in all similar cases 
similar measures will be pursued* 

I^Let me digress for a moment I cailhot resist the temp* 
tation to bear my testimony against conduct con^ideral^ 
knalaffous to what I have here .reprobated. Philaddphia 
was lately struck with fear of an invading foe. Thousands 
of citizens, many of them hundreds of miles remote from 
us volunteered their services in our defence. They left 
their homes, theii* fire sides, their parents, their vrives, 
their children, their business, and all their domestic tok>y- 
tnents, to protect us. We made fhem a base return. IRiey 
pined and lanquished in the hardships of a camp, neglected 
^^rossly, shamefully neglected, by those fw whom thej 
were prepared to risk their precious lives. Contrilmtioiii 
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-wett re<|uested by the committee of defence for the comfort of 
the soldierS) and for the support of their wives and childreiu 
It is painfal to state, but it must be stated, that in a city where 
there are probably one hundred persons worth above 2^0,000 
thirty or forty worth 3 or 400,000 — and several supposed to be 
worth millions — ^the Whole contribution did not exceed 25,000 
a sum which half a dbzen individuals ought to have contributed 
themselves. The ingratitude and want of liberality of the citi- 
c^ns ot Philadelphia, and the poverty .of the government, which 
was unable to pay the militia their hard-earned dues, ^CT^for* 
ced many of them to dipend bn charity for the means of reaching 
their distant hofnes II : Could the immortal Penn, the founder 
of the City of Brotherly Love, look down from the re^ons of 
bliss, where be b at rest^ he must have si^ed over the di8gi:ace«- 
fol scenes 



"The quality of mercy is not sttairied : 
*« It droppeth as the gentle dew* from Heav^en 
** Upon tne pkce beneath. It is twice bless'd. • 
<*^It blesseth him that give^ and him that takes.^ 



The sun has not shone on more despicable conduct] 

To return to the Pennsylvania line* The intelligence wjfe 
carried to the British camp. It there spread joy and gladness. 
Lord Howe hpped that a period had arriyedto the << rebelliouj^^ 
as it would have been termed. There was a glorious oppor- 
tunity of crushing tlie half formed embry<^ of the republic. He 
confuted largely on the indignation, ana on the resentment of 
the natives o(*^the emerald t»/e." He knew the irascibility of 
their tempers. He calculated on the diminution of the strength 
ot^^tke rehels^^ and the accession, of the numbers of the royal 
army. ' seneera- were despatched to the mutineers. They 
had cent ^umche. They were to allure the. poor Hibernians to 
return, lUce prodigal children, from feeding on husks, to the plen-* 
tiful fold ot their royal master. * Liberality herself presided over 
his oflfers. Abundant supplies of provisions— ^^omfoirable clothing 
to their hearts desire— all arrears of pay — bounties — and par- 
don for jpast offences, were offered* There was^ however, no 
hesitation among these poor, neglected warriors^ They refiis^ 
to renounce poverty, naKedness, suffering, and ingratitude. The 
splendid temptations were held oui in vain* There was no 
Judas, no Arnold there« They seized the tempters. They tram- 
j^ed on their thhung ore. They sent them to their general's tent 
The miserable wretdies paid tneir.forfeit lives for attempting to 
seduce a band of ragged, forlorn, and deserted, but illustnous 
heroes* We prate about Bonan, about Grecian patriotism* 
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One half of it is false. In the other half, there is nothiBSt thif ^ 
excels this noble trait, \vhich is worthy the pencil of a West«r 
Trumbull. 

Let me reverse the scene. Let me introduce some charao' 
ters of a different ^tamp. Who is that miscreant jronder—^ark, 
designing, haggard— -treachery on his countenance-a da^er in his 
hand? Is it not Arnold? It is. Was he an Irishtkian? No. He was 
not .of the despised cast, the foreigners. He was an American. 
Neither Irish nor French blood flowed in his veins. 

Behold, there is another. Who is he, that, Judas like, is pock- 
eting the wages of corruption, for which he has sold his couhtr^P 
Is he an Irishman! No. He is a native American. His name is 
Silas Deane. 

But surely that numerous bandi of ruffians, and plunderers, 
and murderers, who are marauding and robbing-^who are shoot- 
ing doM'n poor farmers,, and their wives, and uieir children, are 
'^fareigners.^^ It is impossible they^can be natives. No native 
American woAld perpetrate suctf barbarities on his nnoffending 
fellow-citizens. It is an error.' They are refugees and toriea— 
all native born/ 

I am an trishmdn. yfi& Ae canaille in superfine cloths and 
silks, as well as with the canatZfe in rags and tatters, this is a 
subject of reproach. For every ^lan, woman, or child, base 
enough to attach disgrace to any person on account of his coun- 
try, 1 feel a most sovereign, an ineffable contempt. Let them 
rtove in what sphere they may, whether in coffee-houses, or ball- 
rooms, or palacel — ^in hovels, or garrets, Or cellars— tiiey are 
groveling, sordid, and contemptible.-^— To express the whole 
m two word8-*-pity there were not words ihore forcible— they arc 
MERE CANAILLE. 

I glory^ I fe6l a pride in the name 6f an irishman. There 
is not undier the canopy of Heaven, another nation, ^hich, gronnd 
to the earth »» Ireland has been, for six hundred years, un- 
der so vile a proconsular govemmentr-<almost every viceroy 
a- Verres— a government whose fundamental ^maxhn id << divide 
anc^ destroy"' — whose existence depends on fopentin^ the hos- 
tility of the Protestant against the Presbyterian and Catholic, 
and that of the Catholic against the Prot^tant and Presbyterian* 
there is not, I say, another nation, which, under such circum* 
stances, would have preserved the slightest ray of respectability 
of character. 

A book now lies before me, which,in a few lines, with great 
naivete, deveiopes the horrible system pursued by England 
in the government of Ireland, of exciting the jealousiv oF one 
part of the nation against the other. A schemer of Ine name 
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f f Wood, had influence enough to procure a patent fqr supply* 
ing Ireland mih copper coin in the year 1724, by tneaps whereof 
he would haye amassed an immense fortune by fleecing the na- 
tion of its^ld and silver in return for his base copper. Dean^ 
Swift exposed the intended fraud with such zeal and ibility, that 
he aroused the public indignation at the attempt, and thus the 
projector was fairly defeated, and his patent revoked. Primate 
Boulter, who was at that pjsriod prime minister of Ireland, in a 
letter to the Duke of Newcastle, deplpres the consequences of 
this fraudulent attempt, ip uniting the parti^, who, till then, had 
been* embittered enemies. This grand ' dignitary of the church 
regarded a cessation of discord and l)ostility among the op- 
pressed Irish as a most alarming event ! pre^ant with danger to 
&e authority of England ! But, reader, I will let him speak tor 
himself: 



** The people of eveiy religion, country, and party l\erej arc aKke seta- 
gainst Woods' half-pence: and, g^* their agreement in this has had A VERY 
UNHAPPY INFLUENCE ON THE AFFAIRS OF THE NATION, hy 
pnngin^ tn inHmaeitt, between PapUts, ond Jacobitet, and the vhigt, vfhe be^ 
fort had «o gorretpon^ence with them/* f / / See Boulter's letters. Vol. I, 
page 7. DuliUn Edition, 1770. 



' Notwithstanding all the grinding, the debasing circumstances 
that militate against Irelana and Inshmen, there is no country in 
Christendom, which has not witnessed the heroism^ the generosity, 
the liberality of Irishmen — ^none, where, notwithstanding the 
atrocious calumnies propagated against them by their oppressors, 
they have not forced their way through the thorny and bnery patfis 
of prejudice and jealousy, to honour, to este^, t^ respect. 

I^ has been said, that they are in this c6untry turbulent, jind 
refractory,, and disorderly, and factious. This charge is as tmse 
as those by whom it is advanced. There is more turbulence, 
more faction, more disaffection in Boston, whose population, is on- 
ly 38,000, and which has as few foreigners as perhaps any town 
in the wodd, than there is in the two states ot Pennsylyania and 
New-York, with a population of 1,700^000 and.which contain pro* 
bably two-thirds oCall th^ motive Irishman in this country. While 
native bom citizens, some of whom p|ide themselves on Indian 
blood flowing in their veins, and others who boast of a holy des- 
cent fr.om those ^* sainted pilgrims^ whom British persecution 
drove to the howling wilderness, were sacrelegiously and wick- 
edly attempting to destroy the glorious (^would to Heaven I 
could say the immortal) ^fabric of our almost dtvbe form of govem- 
Bients of the Irishmen in this country, high and low, ninety-nine 
of every hundred were strenuously labouring to ward off th^ 
stroke. 
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I said tiiere is nt coniitiy that owes more to foreinere than iii% 
Vnited States/ I owe it to myself and to my reader, not to let 
a point of sach importance rest on mere assertion. Of the men 
who acGoired distinction in the cabinet, or in the fields daring 
%e revointionarj war, a very large proportion weie foreigners. 
In <<the times that tried men's sonls,''^ their servtees were ac- 
ceptable--they' were ^adlr received, and courteoasly treated^ 
But now, like the squeezed orange, they are to be thrown aside, 
and trodden under foot 

The illustrious La Fayette, Gen. Lee, Gen. Gates, Gen. Stew- 
art, the inestimable Gen. Montgomery, Gen. Pulaski, Gen* 
' Kosciusko, Baron Steuben, Baron De *Ka)b, Gen. M'PhersoBt 
Gen. St Clair, Gen. Hamilton, Robert Morrisr, the amiable 
Charles Thompson, Judge WUson, Baron De Glaubec, Thomas 
Pkine, Thomas Fitzsimons, William Findley^ and hundreds of 
others, eminent during the rev«>lution, were foreigners. Many of 
them were not excelled for services, and merits, by any native 
American, whether the dingy blood of a Pocahontas crawled 
through lus veins, or whether he descended in a right line from 
any of ^ the pilgrims'' that waged war against the potent Mas^i 
SMdt 

Sinoe the preceding {m^ were written, I have met #ith a 
pamnhlet of .infinite merit, written by one of the authors of 
^ Saimagttidi," from which I quote tde following statement with 
pleasure— as affording an able vindicatiofi of the Irish, and a fair 
sketch of the oppressions and wrongs they have endured. In 
the name of the nation I thank the writer for this generous efl^- 
sion, of which the value in greatly enhanced, by the extreme rarity 
of such liberality towards Ireland or Irishmen on this side of the 
Atlantic. The work has, moreover, the merit of bein^ an excd- 
lent defence of this icountry against the abuse of British critics. 
I earnestlv recommend it to the perusal of every American who 
feels for Ae honoarof his country. . 



**Tbt histonr of Uelaad's unhappy connexioii widi Engknd, eadiibHs, from 
first to Uftf a detail of the roost perseyering, galling, grinding^ inmltkig^ tfid 
aysteniatic oppression^ to be fonnd any where Cj* except atmn^ the hdoi99f^ 
Sparta, There is not a national feeling that has not been insulted and trod- 
den uoder loot; a national r^t thyt has not been withheld, until fear 
forced it from the graip of England ; or a dear, or ancient prejudice, that 
has not been violated m that abused country. Aa Cfanstians,'%he people of 
Ireland have been denied, under penalties and djaqualificationa, the exerdae 
of the rites of the Catholic religion, yenerable for its antiquity ^ admirable 
^ its unity; and consecrated by the belief of aonie of ibe best men that ever 
breathed. As men they have been depriTed of the common ris|hts of Brit- 
ish subjects, under the pretext that tUey were incapable of enioying them: 
which preiezt had no other foundation than their resistance of oppresaon, 
only the more severe by bring sanctioned by the laws. ENGLAND 
IQST BKNIED THEM T^E MEANS iO" piPROYEMENT ; AND 
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THEN INSULTS THEM WITH THE IMPUTATION OF BARBAU- 
ISMr* 

While on .the point of closing this page, I have been fur^* 
nished with a noble effusion on this suMeot^ from very hi^ au^ 
thority. Its sterling merits^ and its jdgtice towards the nation I 
have dared to vindicate, will warrant its inseition, anc) amply c<^mi 
pensate the perusal. 

•••••••••• **A dependency of Grea^ Britain, dJ^Ireland has hmg lan- 

{fuished under oppresuons repvobated byhumaiiitf , and discountenanced by 
just policy. It would aigue penury of human feelmg't and ignorance x>f hu- 
man rigbto, to submit patiently to those oppressions. - Centuries have wit- 
nessed the struggles of Irelandr-but with otfy partial success. Rebellions 
and insurrections have continued with but short internals of tranquility^ 
America has opened her arms to the oppressed of all nations. No people 
have availed themselves of the asylum with more alacrity, or in greater mim- 
bersthan the Irish. HIGH IS THE MEED OF PRAISE, .BICH THE BXl- 
WARD, WHICH IRISHMAN HAVE MERITED FROM THE GRAT. 
JTCTDE OF AMERICA. AS HEROES AND STATESMEN, THEY HON- 
OUR THEIR ADOPTED CQUNrRY." 

Tlie above sublime and correct tribute of praise^.is extracted 
from ^eFedertd Beptiblicmi of June 22, 1812, a^ forms part of 
an unanimous addresd agreed to bv the /e^feroZ nfiembers of tlys 
Legi9lature of Maryland^ published in consequence of the Balti- 
more riots. 

I have been hiffhiv and verv unei^ctedljr gratified to find ano- 
ther advocate and aefenderot the Irish nation, since the nublica«< 
tion of m J fomier .edition. Mr. Colemiin, the editor of trie J\rem 
Fork Evening Fast, bears tins strong testimony iii favour of that 
nation, inhig paper of the 7th. qf March, 191$ :—* 

*' No character la more estimable and respectiible than that of the real Irish 
gentleman: and those who have come .to* reside among iis, are' distinguished 
by .the urbanity of their manners and tlie liberality of their minds." 



CHAPTER hJX. 

Mdrm to the fidendists af the United States.^ 
Gehtlsmen, 

An attentive perusal qf the preceding pa^s, can, I hope,hard1j 
have failed to place me beyond the suspicion of the aespicable 
vice, flattery — and most give to my commendation at least the 
merit of sincerity* 

* See pamphlet entiled *< The United States and England," page 99. 

f Written, let it be observed, m Nov. 1814. I could not alter this chap- 
ter so as to suit it to existing circtunstances. I therefore let it remain i^t 
testitpony of the state of thi^ nation last autumn. 
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After these intn)ductory remarks, I make no scruple to declare 
^y decided conTietion, that in private life, I know of no party, in 
ancient or modem histi^ry, more entitled to respect, to esteem, 
to regard, than the Amencan federalists iil general— in ^1 the so- 
cial relations, of husbands, parents, brothers^children and friends. 
Thera are exceptions. But they are as few as apply to anjr body 
equally numerous. Pofitical prejudice, or the widest difircrence 
of opinions, hs^ never so fiir oi)scure<l my ^sual riiy, as to pre- 
vent me from discerning, or mv reason'me facMlty from acknowi- 
adging, this strong, this honourable truth--the more decisive in 
its nature, frombel^g pronounced {>y a politic]^! qpponcnt. 

But fellow-citizens, after this franV declafation in your praise 
as .to private life, and for private virtue, let me freely discuss your 
public conduct. Pelieve me I mean not to offend. I trust I shall 
4ot. I address you the words of. truth. The crisis forbids the 
use of ceremony. I hope .jou will give the subject a serious co»- 
^ideration — and receive with induigen<le what.emanates from am- 
dour and friendship. 

^I Wieve there is not to be found> in the widest range of histo- 
ry, another instance of a party so enlightened, «o intetligent^so 
respectable, and in private life so virtuous, yielding themselves 
up fip blindly, so submissively^ and with so complete an abandon* 
roent of the plainest dictates of reason and common s^nse, into 
the hands of leaders so undeserving of their confidence. In and 
after the days of Washington,' you stood on a proiid eminence— 
on high and commanding ground. You were the friends of order 
and good government. You were tremblingly alive to the honour 
i)f your country. You identified it with ^our own. But it is dif- 
ficult to find a more lamentable change in the conduct ot any 
body of m)en than has taken place with your leaders. The mind 
can hardly conceive a greater cohfrast than between a genuine 
Wasbingtonian federalist of 179p, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6, and the 
Bostonian, who, cOYered'Mrith the pretended mantle of Wadiii^ 
ton federalism, destroys the credit of his own government-— and 
collects the metalic medium of the nation to foster the armies 
preparing to attack and lay it waste. Never were" holy terms so 
prostituted. Washington from Heaven looks down with indigna- 
tion at 9uch a vile perversion of the, authority of his name. 

Let me request your attention to a few facts — and to reflections 
and queries resulting from them — 

I. Your proceedings and your views are eulogized in Mon- 
treal, Quebec, Halifax, London, and Liverpool; The Cou- 
ger, and the Times, and the Morning Chronicle, and the 
Ledger, and the London Evening Post, and ill the govern- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



♦ "^ 



THE OUVE BRANCH. sV 

wikkxkt papers, are loud and uHiform in your praise.— ^:7» This is 
an awfm faet^ and ought to make you panse in yoor career. 

II $Z^ Four party rises as your eowntry sinks. JCT** dnks 
da your country rises^ This is another awful fact; It cannot 
fail to rend tlie heart of every public spirited man among you* 
For the love oftheGbd of Feace— by the shade of Washing- 
ton— ^y that country which contains all you holddear, I adjure 
yom to* weigh well this sentence— j:7» ^sink as your coun- 
try rises. Yes, it is indubitably so. It is a terrific and appalU 
ing truth. And you rise as that iesponiing^ lacerated^ perishing^ 
betrayed country sinks, << I would rather be .a dog ana tey th^ 
moon>'' than stand in this odiotis predicament^ 

III. Had there been two or three surrenders like Gen. HulPs 
had Gepenhagenism befallen New-York, or Philadelphia^ or 
Baltimore, or Charleston— -or had^ our €onstituti<ms, and United 
States, and Presidents, and Constellation's, l^een sunk or carried 
into Halifax, and our Porters, andDecaturs, and Bainbridees, 
and Perrys, and Hulls, been kf lied or taken prisoners, your lea- 
ders would have been crowned with complete success. They 
would have been wafted on a spring tide to that power which is 
<* the God of their idolatry." Every event that sneds lustr^ on 
the anns of America id to them a defeat. It removes to a dis- 
tance the prize to which their eyes ai^d efforts are directed. 
But eyery circumstance that entails disgrace or distress on the 
country, whether it be bankruptcy, defeat, treachery, or coward-^ 
ice, is auspicious ta their views. 
/■ • 

lY. Never has the sun, in his glorious course, beheld so es- 
-timabte, so respectable, so enlightened a party as you are, in 
the frightful situatioh, ih which the ambition of your' leaders, 
Und your own tame, thougbtless, inexplicable acq<He£Oehce, have 
placed you. 

V. By fulraSnations from thei pulpit— by denubelations from 
tlie press— 4>y si pVofoBe use of Bhtish government bill8--by unu- 
sual, unnecessary, hostile and oppressive drafts for specie on the 
New- York banks-— and by various other junholy, treasonable, and 
wicked means, the leaders of your party in. Boston have redu- 
ced thegQveniment to temporary bankruptcJy— have produced thft 
same effect on our banks — have dfepreciated the stocks and almost 
every species of property from 10 to 30 per cent 

YI. These treasonable operations have served the caUse of 
Endand more effectually, than Lord Wellington could have done 
with 30,000 of his bravest troops. They have produced incidctt- 
Able, and to many remediless distress. 
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YIL ^fter having thus treasonably decoyed the credit of tke 
^vemmentj one of their strongest accusahons against it, is iU 
ioMkruptcy."* it,, 

VIIL A inan'who ties another neck and he^s, and gags bifaif 
mighty with equal justice, blow out his bi*ains for not sinci^ 
Yankee-doodle, or dancing a saraband, as those who proauce 
bankruptcy inculpate the bankrupt with his forlorn and desperate 
circumstances. 

IX. There i^ no othar country in the worlds where these pro- 
ceedings would not be punished severely — ^in many capitallj^ 
Their guilt is enormous, clear, and indisputable. They strike 
atihe safety, and evejr.the existence, of society. 

X. By the sedition law^t enacted by iome of these very meo^ 
and their followers, heavy fines, and tedious unprisonment, were 
awaMed against offences incompatibly inferior. 

XI. While you submit to li^aders whose Career is so iniquitous 
were you in private life as pure as archangels, yOn partake 
largely of ihe guilt of those whom you uphold;, whose power of 
destruction depends on your support; and who would sink into 
insignificance, out for your countenaiiee. . 

Xil. If 4^e prete:(t, or even the strong belief^ on the part of 
the minority, that a war, or any other measure is Unjust, can ' 
ivarrant such a jaco'binical, seditious, and treasonable opposition 
as the present war has experienced, no ffovemment can ' exists 
The minority in all countries, uniformly denounce all the roea* 
sures they nave opposed, as ux^ust, wicked^ unholy, or uncon- 
stiiutional — or all united. 

XIII. The most unerring characteristic of it desperate faction^ 
is an uniform opposition to all the measures proposed by its op 
ponents, whether good or bad, and without Offering substitutes^ 
The tnoce dangerous the crisis, and the more necessafy the mea 
9Ur^s, t^e more infallible the criterion. 

XIV. This ^aracteristic exactly and most indisputably ap' 
plies to your leaders. The countiy is on the brink of per- 
ditiotti Yet they have opposed and defeated every mea- 
sure deviscu for our salvation^ They appear determined to de^ 
liver us tied hand and foot into the power of the enemy, unless^ 
tlxy can seize the reins of government. 



* It is impoasible for langua|;e to convey the contempt and' tbhonence 
^hat are due to the canting^ whmii^ speeches delivered in oongress on the 
bankmptcjrof the government by men who were deeply guilty of produ- 
cing it^^whose treasonable efforts have been crovi^necl with succesfr—wbo 
have largely contributed to blast the nost cheering prospects that besven 
ever voudisafed^^ accord to any of the human race, The tears thus died» 
tre exactly typified by those that so plentihll^ fiiU from the voracious ero«h^ 
dile over the prey he is going to devoun 

t Seechapt«r3. 
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.. XV. Yott profess ip be disciples of Washington. Hie title is 
II glorious one. Let us test the jpractice of your leaders, by the 
tiiMTiQaxiqis of Washington. He raised hia voice againstr—Hrar- 
pecl you to shun— ^nd pronounced the strongest condemnation 
upon 

. 1. All obstructions of what kind soever, to th^ execution of 
the laws : 

2. AU combinations to direct, <^ontroul, or awe the constituted 
atithorities : . 

3. All insidious efforts to |jc7» excite ko^ity between the dip 
. ferent sections of the union : 

4. And, in the most emphatical manner, fZP oU attempts to 
dissolve His imion, 

XVI. But the leaders of your party, particularly in Boston^ 
•have 

1. Openly obstructed the execution of the laws : 
d. Combined to controul the constituted authorities : 
' . S^ Actually excited as dire hostility against the southern 
plates, in the breasts of those under their influence in the eastern^ 
as exists between France and England \ and 

4. Been eonstantiy endeavouring, by a seried of the most in- 
flammatory and violent publications, to ^pj* prepare the eastern 
. people for a dissolution of the union* 

XVII. In fine, all the steps they take, and their whole course 
0^ proceeding, are in direct hostility with the creed, the advice, 
ana the practice of Washington. 

XVlIIi While you follow such leaders, you majr profess to be 
disciples qf Wasmngton, but an impartial World will reject your 
claim. 

XIX. Suppose your leaders at Washington succeeded in driv- 
ing Mr. Madison and the other public functionaries from office, 
and sei^the reins of government themselves^ what a melancho- 
Iv, disgraceful triumph would it not be, to raise your party on 
tne ruins of your form of government ? 

XX. Such an usurpation could not fail to produce civil war. 
XXI* If your party s^t the example of such atrocious violence^ 

can you persuade yourselves that the ^^poisonedchaUce^^ will no^ 
at no very distant period, be " returned to your own lips ?" 

XXII. You profess to desire peace. I firmly believe you do. 
But are divisions, and distractions, and envenomed factions, and 
threatened insurrections, the seed to sow for a harvest of peaoe? 

XXIIL All the seditious and treasonable measures adopted in 
Boston and elsewhere, to harrass, cripple, and embarrass your 
government, have, previous to tiie war, had an inevitable tenden- 

45 
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cj to eaaUe Great Bptun . t6 reguUte^ contro«l, and reetrict 
yoBT commerce— and io set at defiapce all theitte^ipti to pro- 
cure redress — and aioce the war, their tendencj has been to prcK 
long its ravages. 

XXIV* Ate TOO prepared— can jon reconcile yonrselTes to in* 
cur all the. ri^V— to suffer all the ruin that a revolution will in* 
faliibij produce, to enable Rufus Kine, Timothj Rckeringt 
Christopher Gore, Cirrus King, and DamelWebiter, to seize ti^ 
reins ot government, and exile ^^to l^tta''— or exeente witk 
Cjrus EUog's celebrated <^ ftofter*' your venerable first magis- 
itz.it i Suppose they succeed, what will be the advantage to ji^n 
individuallj r 



I ptead not, fellow ^citixens,' for democracv— I plead not fe» 
federalism, Their differences have sunk into utter insignificance. 
Sv^ere the contest between them, f should not have sc^ed a sin* 

?^le sheet of paoer. I plead against jacobinism— I plead against 
actlon^ — 1 pr^ad ^i^Qst attempts to << overawe and oontroul the 
Constituted authorities.*' I plead the cau^e of ohief— of-^v- 
ernineut^ — of civil and religious liberty. I plead for the bes^ 
constitution the world ever saw — I plead for your own honour-aK 
a party, ^vhich is in the utmost jeopardy. I plead for you'rbleedini^ 
country, which lies prostrate and defenceless, pierced with a 
thousand wounds— I plead for your aged parents, for your tender 
children, for your beloved wives, for your posterity, whose fate de- 
pends upon your conduct at this momentous cfisis. I plead fat 
your esfntes which are gtung to hiin. All, all, loudly implore 
you to withdraw, your support from those who are 'leagued foi' 
their d^tructioh, and who make you instruments to accomplish 
their unholy purposes. You are on fte ver^e of a gantog vortex, 
ready to swallow up yourselves and your devoted country* To 
adv^n^e a sinde step may be inevitable perditioii. To die i%ht 
abo'ut. It is the path to hondur, to safety, to ^ory. Aid in ex- 
tracating your country from danger. And then if yotr select 
calm, and dispassionate, and m^erate candidates tor pabKc 
office, there can be no doubt of your sugcess. f am firmly per* 
suaded th^t nothing but the intemperate and unholy vioienpeof 
your leaders has prevented you from haxring that share of infti* 
enre in the councils of the nation to which your wealth, your 
numbers, your talentd, Jmd your virtues, give you so fur a claim. 

The constitution ma^ be imperfect. Every thing human par- 
takes of human infirmity and human error. It has provided a 
proper n^od£ of amendment. As s6on as peace is restored, and 
the fermentation of pul)lic passions has subsided, let ti>e real or 
supposed defects be brought .fairly forward and subi&itted to the le- 
gislatures,or to a co/hvention, as may be judged Jiroper. Butwhil^ 
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the Teggel of state is on rocks and quicksands, let ns not madljr 
qpend the timoy which ought to be devoted to secure her and our 
satVationy in the absurd and ill-timed attempt to amend-i-in other 
words to de8troj«<-the charts party under which she S9ils. 

If ay the Almighty Disposer of events inflame your hearts** 
onGj^ten your nnderstanding-^nd direct you to the proper 
•oarse to steer at this inomentotTs crisis ! And may he extend to 
oar common country that gracious blessing irhich brought^ her 
safely through one revolution, without entailing on us the fri^t- 
iul cunei inseparable from another ! 



POSTSCRIPT. 

^ Januaru9^ 1815. 

As the ajiprehensions on the subject of the dissolution of the 

Eibn. whicn are repeatedly expressed in- this l^k, and which 
ve led to i1^ publication, are treated t^ many as chimerical— 
and as the result of the Hartford conventionv just published, ap- 
pears to countenance the idea that the danger is overrated, the 
writer, in justificatiozf of his fears, simply states, that even ad- 

aitting that the leading men to the eastward do not contem- 
ate a dissolution of the union, it does not by any means folloni^ 
2hat we lu^ safe from such an event,- while the public passions 
are so constantly excited, and kept in - such a high' state of fer- 
mentation. It 18 an easy process to raise Commotions, and pro- 
▼oke seditions. But to allay them is always ^ ai:duous-«often im- 
possible. Ten men may create an insurrection— which cme hun- 
dred« of equal talents and influence, may be utterly unable to 
suppress. ^The. weapon of popular discontent, easily wielded at 
the outset, becomes, ^ter it has arrived at maturity, too potent 
for the feeble grasp of the agents by wfaomit has been called inta 
fxistence. It hurls them and those against whom it was first em- 
ployed, into the same profound abjrss of misSry and destruction. 
Whoever r^uires illustration of this theory, has ohiy to open any 
page of the history of France from the era of tile national con- 
Tention till i;he commencement of tiie reign pf Bonaparte. If 
he btt not convinced by die perusal, << he would not be cc^nced, 
%Nigh one were to rise from the dead.** 
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APPENDIX. 

TdS faToiirable reception this workkas eiperieiieed, 
induces me to 'make a few additions to it, which | respect*^ 
rally submit to my fellow citizens. 

They embrace topics mostly untouched, or at least sli^t* 
ly handled in the original work. Some of them are of ▼!- 
tal importance to th6 dearest interests of th6 nation. * 

In thid portion of the publication, as well as in what p!re-^ 
cedes it, I have endeavoured to divest mjself of any. undue 
biasJ . I have pursued truth undeviatingly, uid regardless 
of consequences. How far I have .succeeded^ the reader 
must judge. . . ' ' 

I request a candid and fair examination of the various 
subjects—- and (hat my errors, whatever they be, may be ascribed 
to any otiier cause than an intention to mislead, of which 
I feel myself utterly incapable. 

M. C. 
Maeoh 51, 1815 
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bHAPTERLX. 

(H'itn in C&tmeiL Bestrietive 9i/$Ufn. ImpoKey (ff ih$ 
BriHsh ministry. M^aet from ike exailmnaHoM before 
Me . £rott$e of Commons. Ruinous ^ects of the poHey of 
Or eat Britain on the 'Mai interests of that ^atwn. 

jVaT 9ie vioiation of the rights of the United States by 
the orders in council, required to be resisted by our govern* 
ment, will not be deniecT, by the most strenuous opposer of 
tfie . administration. And that ever j. peaceable means of ob« 
taining redress^ ought to be fully tried before a recourse to 
war, will be admitted. . ^. 

Appeals to the honour and iustide of tiie British govern* 
ment had been repeatedly mMe. -Odr mimstershad presen- 
ted various remonstrances 6h the sufafect^ They had been 
IB vain. No redress had been vouchsafed. Otir injuries had 
increased in violence^' Other mea^s were necessary. PerhAos 
no nation but <to own, whose policv is eminently pacific, 
wdaid hav^ hesitMted on thesiibiect. War, horHble, destruc- 
tive war^ would early have been the resort But with i 
most laudable regard for human life, and human happiness*— 
with a view to prevent the carnfige, the demdralizatioti of 
war, our government had recourse to vairious pacific measures 
to enforce redress; 

Great Britain is a manufacturing and commercial nation. 
Upon her manufacture^ depends in a great degree her com- 
merce. Both- are indispensable not merely towards her pros- 
perity, but ter Bffcuntyi her very ewtence. We ask but simple 
justice. It Was believed, and on the strongest ground of 
reason and policy, that it could be rendered her interest 
to cease her gross * violations of our rif^ts. The effort was 
niMt meritorious. It \i worthy of future imitation. 

'nt American market was Ur the best in tiie. world for 
Great Britain. Our imports from that country had risen 
to tiic enormous sum of aoove 50,000,000 of dollars* in a year. 
It had been steadily improving. The punctuality of our im- 

• By report of Alexander lUmilton, Eaq. secretary of the treasuiy, dated 
0Member 23, 1793, it appears that at this vei^ early period, in the infimcy 
of our goremment, we imported Irom the British dominions the preceding' 
year S 15,385,438 

Whereas our exports K^ere only • 9,363,416 

Ijeftfing an &vour of Great Bfitain a balance of 2 5.923,013 
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porters had excelled th*t of any of the other customcra of Eng- 
land. A considerable part of the trade had for son^e time 
been transacted for ready money. 

As a large portion of the continent of Europe bad been as it 
were hermetically sealed to Britbh trade, it^was rationally pre-:, 
sumed, that if the alternative were .held out to Great Britain, 
either to cease her violatipii of otur rights, or to forffit par 
trade, she would Certainly select the former. Fatuity of the 
l>liBdeM character alone could haye hesitated in the choice. 

I have strong doubts i^hether any administration of any 
age, ever displaye4 a higher decree of outrageous folly and 
injury to the vital interests of its own country. Every mo- 
tive of prudence and policy, dictated to England, as an im- 
perious and paramount duty, to treat the United States with 
Kindness, liberality, and attention. Every fair means ou^t 
to bav^ been employed to conciliate our citizens, and to in- 
duce them to bury anuiraosities of the revolution in utter ob- 
livion^ Such a liberal course 4)f proceeding wopld have bee© 
productive of immense advantaged to her dearest interests. 

The /trade of this country was the main buttress that 
propped up the tottering fabric of British paper credit, and 
mmistied means to replenish thcf veins of the body poipmer- 
cial and financial, which had been so ruinously phlebotomizn 
ed by the lancet- of subsidies to fore^ pdwers, and suffered 
so much by the starvation of the continental system. 

It requires but a cursory examination of the whde tenor 
of the conduct of England towards this country, to.be satis^ 
ficd that it has been steadily and uniformly ^ reverse of 
what a wise statesman would have adopted. The predatory 
^nd lawless orders in council, so clandestinely issued against 
American commerce, <' preyikg upon thR mpraUetea pro* 
perty^ ^ ^ friendltf' jMwer,''*— the wanton, cruel, barbarous 
and unprecedented seizures of our citizens *oti the high seas— 
the countenanced, the fla^tious forgery of our shipis' 
papers^ advertised in their Gazettes, and defended in 
parUament — the blockade of our ports, and / capture of 

Our exports to the French dominions fbr the same year 

were - - -. g4^g,735 

And the ifnports only - - 2,088,348 

Leaving a balance in favour of the United States of 2,610|389^ 



•See Boston memorial signed by James tJoyd, Jun, Bavid Green, Aniold 
"Welle s, David Sears, John Coffin Jones, Geoi|fe Cabot, and Thomas H. Per- 
kins, for and iii behalf of the whole body of the mercantile citizens of that 
Unwru 
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'Vessels bAind iii and out— ^the shameful violations of ^ our lights 
of sOT^reigntj within the limits de^ared sacred by the law of ' 
patioos-v-the murder of Pearce in one of our harbours— ^uid ths 
total n^lect of all our applications for i-edress.of these grievan- 

. $e£^t w^re as .utterly impolitic as they were unjust and fagitious^ 
It is impossible to conceive of l courseof conduct more complete- 
ly mslrked.by an uttec destitution of reason, common.sense, jus- 
tice, regajrd to the law of nations, or *a sound &nd enlarged view 
of the true and vital interests, of ihe British .liation. It re- 
quires m> sagacity to foresee the sentence history willpronounce 
pn this mis^^le, this harrassing system. Unqualinttl repro- 
bation awaits it^ as*, well as its authors and abettors. It was cal- 
culated to sonr and .alienate the* fiiends of England, and to in- 

- crease the. hostility of her enemies—to treble the influence df the 
latter^ find proportionably to diminis)! ttiat of the former, 

' .« * • • 

■ The conduct ; of Fijince had been in. many points so utterly in- 
defensible, soji^reat is violation' of our rights, and pf the plainest: 
dictates of justice, that had Great. Britain conducted- towairds u$^ 
mth even a niodcrate share of decency or propriety, she might 
have readily at-rayed this nation in hostility, against her ^rand 
enemy seven years ago. The sole reason that prevents an ear- 
lier declaration of war against one or the other.of the belligerents 
was, that it would have been madness to attack both, and each 
had so atrocipusly outraged and injured us,. that, in the strong^ 
clear, and just- language of Governor Griswold,. <^ such had 
been the character of berth, that no circumstance could justify a 
preference to Htker,^^ This important and irresistible declara- 
tion was, as I have already stated, made to the legislature ol Con- 
necticut, on the I£th of May, 1812. 

The annals ot commerce do not, I believe, furnish an instance 
of one hatioBt eiyoying so lucrative a thide with another, as Eng- 
land mdbtained with this country, as well for extent, as for im- 
mensity ot advantage. We furnished her with the most valua- 
ble raw materials for her manufactures, and received in teturn for 
these materials the inanufaetured Articles, wrough't up often at 10, 
SO^SOor 40fold advance of va:luei. It is hurdly possible to conceiv4b 
i, more gainful commerce. A Sully, or a (5qlDort, or a Ximenes, 
or a Chatham, would have oherish^d 'such a thide as *^the apple 
af hM ey^'^-4nd shunned with horror every thing in the least 
dalcttUted to impair (u* destroy it. 



f Bedress ofipievances was not only never aftbrded— 4)ut in ilmopt every 
itfatuice, the omcers who ptrpelsated the greatest outragiBS, w^^e il^SQltttdy 
pioiiioied-« 



<& 
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Fdr every valuable purptrae^ We were litetall v cdoni^ of Great 
Britain. That is to sav, she'^rived Mai tn the kdvaotages jthat 
anj nation has ^ver derived froih colonieS) without the expense 
of fleets or afmies (br our (protection. And te. strong has beeai • 
and is the parlialitr of large praportions of our citizeiia for 
Enfflish haoitS) and English manx^ers, and feiglish fashions; and 
such is the deTotion of a large num^r of our presses and pur Kte- 
rarymen^ and our pulpits, to* the defence and justiii6ition of 
England, that it i^uired hut little care to have maintained her 
influence here Wholly unim'paired*. If, notwithstanding such an 
irritating, and insulting, and 'predatory systifm is she pursued^ 
she still retained so^ manv "watirt, zealous^ and influential parti- 
zans here, What might she not have done, had she pursued a sys- * 
tern of kiiidhess and conciliation! 

Her minivers abandoned the noble, lawful, immense, and rich 
trade with this country, foir a miserable trade of smuggling, not 
one-tenth in amount or value, and renting upon the pestimoOfi 
and hateful basis df foregerv-and perjury! Alas! tnit the.af- 
feirs of mightj nations should faHinto Such hands ! 

I cannot resist the temptation of enriching tbi9page,*of en* . 
bllming it with (h^- dowins and sublime eloqiieoee of Henry 
Brouglmm, Esqr. M. r. on this unexhaustible topic. 

«« Good Cod !, the incurable |>erver9eness of hnman fbUv ! Blwzya dtriri^g 
afler tilings thikt' are beyond their reach, of doubtful worth, and discredita- 
ble- pursuit/ and neg^lecting^ objects of immeinae >TaIiie, because, m Ifadditioii 
te their owriimpoitance, they have one recommendation wiiicli would make 
nl«^aner thingsMesirable^that they can be easily <£tained and honestly as weUas 
justl} enjoyed ! It is this nuserable, shifting^ doubtful, hateful traflic, that 
we pr^er, to the nire, i^e^lar, irictTiuing hottett * gtdw if ^Afherican cwwaM c^ 
to a trade v\rhieh is placed bevond the enem3r's reach, vbich betades encir- 
clMg ourseh'es in peace and Lonor, only benefits diose who are our natu- 
ral fiiei^ over whom he has no controul,** ♦ • •- " which supiwirts at 
or.ce all thut remains of liberty beyond tlxe seas; and gives life • and vigour 
10 its main pillar within \hc realm, the manufactures and commerce of 
England."* ^ 

** 1 have been "(drawn aside froih the.course of my statement respectiiig' 
the importance ot the cimimerce if^ch we uife saoiificing to thoie m^fe 
whinuiies, I call them nothing el^e, respec^gowf abstract nghts. lliat com- 
merce is the whole Atnerican market, a brcaicK rf frade m comparaon •J 
ivltich, tvf^eUier tjQu regard itt 'jtxtent iuca'tahUyy or itt frogre9Mve mcrtate, 
vi^cry ot/ier ninhs into inrignifitante. R is a maricet which in ordinatjr times 
mjiy take off about thjirteen miUions toorth •four mam^ctwrt9f afldf in ateadi- 
iieis and regularity tt isuarival^^ 

«« The returns indeed ax« as sure, and the b^ debti as few, as they used 
to be even in the trade to HoUand. These returns are also fi;rown much 
more speedy. Of this you have ample proof before you, fiom me witnesses 
who have been examined, who have all said that the payment was now 
as quick as in any other line^^md that the Americans often preferred mak- 
ing ready mone^ bargains tor sakcofthe discount"^ 

* Speech in pariUment, June 16, 1812, Pliiladelphia edition, pi^39. 

t Nearly oxty millions ofdoQars. 

♦ Mem, page 34. § Id^ pi^ 35. 
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To teiuTii to the course pursued herci T\yi intercourse be- 
tween Bngiai^d ami this countrj was prohiM^ed bj an act passed 
on the Ist of March, 18099 commonly called th^ non4ntercourse 
\kWf for tiie vital ^dauses of which J refer the reader to piige 165. 
A repeal^ or modification of the orders in oouncil, so as to cease 
▼lolating^thie rights of the Unitj^ States, was to authorize the 
. president t6 re^rethe istercourg^ 

This mild and excellent mode of procuring redress, which en- 
titles its authors to the most unqualified an>robation of their 
fellow -citizens and of DQsterity^-Hind -to jvhich hiftpry will do 
the justice that ungraterol cotemporariesliavedeni^; l^a» treat- 
ed with ridicule and contempt in this oountr7,«aa futile, at^d im- 
becilej and ujtter^j inedectuai in its operation upon EBgland.' 

With a blindnnM^s and.fplly^ and madness, of whith there are 
not many parallel^, the British ministry persevertdin thetc un- 
just system towards this boVntry, no^thstanding its destructive 
effects on the vital interests of their own* Their n^ost valuable 
and important manu&ctures wisre paralized-«^eir maimfacturers 
reduced to beceary and nruin-r^a regular .trade amo^tine to 
50,000,0100 of dollars annually,' ci^t oflF— and the sources dried up^ 
from whence they principally derived the meanl^ ofstibsidizinig 
foreign' powers to fight their battle3* 

In vain did the wifesfand best of the people qf England ^n- 
ter ^eir most solemi) protest against th^ grders in council — ^that 
miserable system, on which egregipus folly aii^ rampant injustice 
were stamped id the most le^bie cBaractcrs. In yap did thQ starv- 
. ing workqi^n — th^ impoverished manufacturers iqiplore the ad; 
ministration for 'relief* " They were 4^f &s the'^dder, whose 
4sars are closed tp the vqice of the charmer, charm he never so 
widely. * ' . 

At length, in tlie spring of 18^, the public 8uiref]^ng| h^d so 
h,v increasM-j-^^^ ^^P clamour* for redress was so universal, that 
the British mimstry were impetuously driven to submit tP insti- 
tut^ an inquiry in parliament into tfie opet^tion and eflfects of 
th^ orders in counqit. This measure was adopted with an i\U 
grace, and not until th^most s^riousi and alarming riots and in- 
•urrections had oci^urred in sever^Fparts of England. 

The examination was besun on the 29tfi of April, 1812, and 
eon^nued till, the 13th of me follo^g June. ' Witnesses were 
examined from ii^ost parts of Englaii4* T^^ evidence uniformly 
aad undeviatingly confurred toprqve how trai^scendently impor- 
tant was tho American trade to th^ manufacturertof (mat Brit- 
am-4iow awf ofiy oafaNnit^us the cessatioii of it^t trtde had beei| 
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^-^md the misenMe pdky of an adherence to.tiie ordertr ki c«nn- 
cU. , M thit was apparent and uidemabte from the very Jbret 
day of the examination^ could there have been tim/: previouB 
d&uH on Me nbjeet. 

.Hie niinntes of ihf tTaaiinatinn, as published by order'of par- 
liament, form a pcmderoiis folio Tolume of nearly fOQ pagea, and 
exhibit alH^tml [Hcture of the reiiulta of the ainister ^nd abeard 
poUcj ^Hiid dictated the ord^ in council. 

Toihe Uitited States tiiis is a subject of immense importance. 
Our forhi of |bTei9Hnent-*--oar dearest interests-«-the faalnts,,and 
Inclinations, and manners of jmr pe<mle, lead: vs to pursue apa-^ 
cii^c poiicj. And if there be an OTOctnal idstmment wher^j^ 
without war, ive qm extort justice from nations which violate 
our tifjIMj or offer us outrage, it aSbrds additional and inValuaUe 
security for tiie permanence i» the blessed state of peac^* While 
welcan waiad it pra-eminentlj the interest of tbo^ nations lyiih 
which we KaTe intercourse,, to reaiprocate kindness and justice, 
we maj reasimablj c^culate upon their pursuing that dawrable 
coarse." • • ' • 

* • • . • 

To erinc^, therefore, the efficacy of the so-much-i^sed res- 
trictive system, I submit to tiie reader a few extracts from tiie 
eyidence g^ven before the house of Commons, of its effects on the 
dearest interests of Great Britain, 

April 30, 1812. 
Mr. THOMAS POTTS, ^m^fchasit, of Birmin^hem.^-From 20,000 tc 
25,000 men in BirnuDgfaam, who * 03* hare' iioljr only half work. Generaf 
state of the town ^tremely de])ressed, and the 'distres*^ anWewaf.' Manu- 
facturers have been keeping their mep^ ejnployed in ci^eatin^ ^tocli nearly to 
the extent of theip capital, and many of them are in consequence fn extreme ' 
difficulties. If nbiavourable change takes place, the manufacturers, wiO be 
obliged within ^wo months to dismiss twQ.thirds of their hands, and some 
of tjicm the whole. Large qui^tities of Birmingham gc^daf hare been ly- 
ing m liverpool, waiting for shiptneotfbr 12 to 1^ montlispast. (jj^The* 
American market, a steady and increasing one, and the payments, Wbkfar 
have been regular^ improving,TJow very gop<|t §ince the prohibition in 
America, ^oo^'hare been sent to Canada ; but they Lave been sold there 
for less than th<Sr cost in the manufacturing town*. 'Has tried the S^th A- 
m'erican nuirket, with rery indiifereht sudcess ; and has concluded never to' 
. make another shipment to that comftri', its hebelJeres th^se <ihiprac)fits have 
not yielded 25 per 'cent* Mamfabtures in Americi have made an aiarminf^ 
progpess Wi^in two ^^ars; but thinks that if the inteitourse was speeciay 
thrown open, they 'would be effectually cliecked. >Voul4 ship hts goods* to 
America the moment the orders iii coundl were -rescipded,* having positive 
and specific instructions' from his correspondents to that cfftct .Knows 
bouses in Birmingtiain, who have sood^ rea<fy lb ship tnr America, wtocii ■ 
oost them 70,000t 50,000£ 43,000/. 25,000/1 20,000^ and workmen bsvceia. 
igsated from Birmingliani to America.* Has no doiiblt tbat if tke Ameri^sui 
tnule was opened, the distress in Birmingham would instantly cease. 
. Mr.WlLIAAMBlJkKEWAT, LdmpHiamifiK;tiiier,ofBirmingfaam.--^^ 
principally sent to America Trade so much ^iioilnisfaed that he wouM ba:v% 
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stopped h)9 busineflB ahoget^ier, had it not been (or regard Bsr his work- 
men, by wHom lie has been ip^Tyitt money for twenty years. Stock so much 
acciimulated ^at nearly the whole ofhii capital is absorbed by it l^UsMf 
the JbnA'icanmrketia openeeif caftnot keep onhia handt m alL Has *h^)hertd 
borne the sufferings of his worinnen himself, but will be compelled to dis- 
charge .then^ however rehtctaiit to do so. Htt sought, but -not fbimd reliefs 
in any other market Recollects the scarcity in 1^ and 1801: but the ^• 
trcsB was not at alltqual to the presenl, because there was plenty of work. 

Mr. JAMES RYLAN^ of Birmingham, manufacturer of pkted coach har-. 
nesii and saddle furniture^— :PrinciDal part of* ^ir manuucture exported to 
the United Stater Previous to 1808 the export uTas very considerable and 
increaang, the retnms prompt, and payment sure. Workmen Vho former- 
ly e«med^ to 40s. per week, now get about 30s. and those who usea to 
g^^.*ilowea]^ about 11 or 12. Shelres loaded with stock, and the 
greater part of his capital absorbed in it Two-thirds of the workmen em« 
ployed in this business,' mu4t be disohai;^, if nd iavourable change takes 
place. Since thelalUng off of the Amencan ntiurket» has. opened a house in 
Wonddn, but has found soroiuiy persons flockh^ to the same market that 
he has been able tp^cairyit on with. very, little success. Prey ions to the 
orders- in council, %t trade w» in a very flourishing sUtec they were full 
of orBeft,' and their ihen fuU of work. Has received no relief from the 
South American tnarket; and knows no market equal to that </the V. States, 
for the sale of this manufaptui^ : - ^ , 

May 4, 1812. 

Mr. JEREMlAUttlDOUT, merchant,- ofBtfmmgfaam.— fiasgoodstto the 
value of 20,00CU. prepared for the Ameri<;jm' market, whicb he -woukL in- 
stantly -ship if the orders in council were i^moved, b^ing sq advised by his 
partner in America. The workmen veiy much distressed: ** I have seen 
people $bed tears; I bftve confined myiself behind the doo/for fear of see- • 
tag those people, lesfthey should impo^ne me to give mem.oiders; they 
have told me - they di^ not knovwhakto do. One mansaid, what can I do? . 
if I go to the magistrate he<will iell me to go- for a soldier; I am amasried 
'aan, and God Imows what I must do unless I steal, Aid then I shall go to 
Botany Bay.**', . I do not lik^ to hear such vftr^ I caimot bear It 

Mr. GEIORGE ROO jil, Japannef, of Dirmingham, has manu&ctured princi- 
pally for Ameiica, which is the best market jie ever knew, after tiying eve- 
ry one* - • Workmen in geperal have not more than half work. Has tried the 
home trade;' but the competition's so great and prices so mildi reduae^l that 
it was not worth, going afler. Has found rei^ little relief from the tnde 
to Sicily ai^ Portugal, whicb is'^he i5nly fbreigw European trade they havb 
had, Hindr whic!i does not bear any* thing bk^ a comparisoh to the Ameri^ 
tracdp. Prom ^00 to 1000 hands employed in this business in Burmingham 
alone: and there arc grteat manufactories, in B'ilston and Wolverhr^npton; 

Mr. ROBEU-P (IDIHAN, manufacturer of brass candteUicka, &c; at Bir. 
nungham, chiefly 'for home confunrntion. Trade much diminished within 
the^t 12 months, and earnings of workmen redi^ced one fikirth. Had a 
copversatioh with some of his men on the s^ubject' of dismission; they un- 
treated him not to disihiflB them, saying, *<youu\ow we cannot get employ- 
n^enl elsewhere,*' and begged that he would apportion the work among 
thenr, and let each bear jk share of tiie burilen. Stock very Aiuch increafr^ 
ing, and' will be oblig^ to dismiss a number of his men, ilnless an SUtoratioii 
taketf place speedily. H^s no doiibt that his trade would be put,'mto its for- 
mer profitabie situation, if the American trade was again opened. • 

'>fr.iQSBPH.WEBST^, wire roanu&ctui'er, of Birmingham.. Half his 
manufacture for the American market, and half for the home trade. ' Th^ 
demand reef much diminished, so'tl^it although' Ins 'manu&cture is reduced, 
his stock is much* inci;eased. Has orders from America which would ez- 
'^Mist all his great stock on hand, if the orders pi council were repealed. If 
no favourable change takes place^he shall feel himself compelled to dixh^oge 
t great number Ct hismcju 
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Mr. JOSHUA 8CI[tf».FI£LI>» American merchant;' Bi|inmpi|aQ.--^Trade 
jfijtl began to 611 offin 1806. In 1809, ratber better, but atiirTery limited 
In 1810, very large shipmenUfbr enc teason.' Tbe goods for I8ll noy ly- 
ing tn firerpooL Has ordert' ton America to ship as soon * the 6rders 
in council are remored, ai^soofi as the trade is open^. Has htAfsetfyeMA 
^ttrices from his agent resident in Ameiica, that aiMiiiaGAues'a^ verjF&st 
increasiMT-^eie^ Md has'feason toknow it from paijBealar dreumstaDces. 
One 'pai&ohr atticte now. in great demand is cari wire,«>r the naadac- 
toreof cotton and w^olcards^ which is wanted for theirmachinenr. Has bad 
the'ai'^cle ofnaili countetman^^ on the gifound ^Mt they can be-manofiK^ 
tured cheaper in America than they can be impoHed. Has'hnd many painfol 
oppoi£i^2e9 !>f witnessing the disU«9i which lireinubam^ or- 

4enor the'pei^le in Bum^ghaai o3* believes itr to be estveme. Has « 
wMiiouse in Wolv^rtianrnton: the lower orders in quite asgrest disti^eirfthere; 
their goods may be l^ouAt at any price; there are many onall mano&c. 
turers there, wboare selling some of their stock at,,he'belie^ces> * lower i*to 
than it cost them. Att^i^tes the ifist^esses Of the trade and mandacturea 
principally to ibeoi&^i in council, beKeving> thctn to be the -eaoseof the* 
non-intercourse with America- Has tlie most pamlbl fb^ebodiogs that the 
continuance of the restriction upon the Am'cfican tsMie ySm ghe gtpt en- 
coungement to the increase of miUiuCMitures in Ameridu 

Mr. JOHN BAILEY/merchant, of Sheffield—The manufactures of Shef- 
field, fer the 8up|>ly .of the market of the United States, employ &,O0Q, per- 
sons, baiidtt others dependent on that 4rade. OCj^The e^ort to America 
is-aboutene-thirdof the whole manuftKr^ireaof Sheffield About one-tenth 
ofthemoal'spring shipment was jpade in 1811, and non^ snae. Stock of 
goods has been increasing in 9hemeld tu a considerable' extent; -hut there 
jiXe ordeVs ft>r shipment to America, immediatel^f on the rescinding of d»e 
orders<in ^council, ^ Information iroA a Urge manufaeturei; that (CT he nofw 
paya one^siafli part of the wages wbich ne did wheA the .American trade* 

. was open: and that'one-half of wdiati^e ^as maniitiic^red forXhe tast fif-- 
teen months, is now dead stock. Another of the pnndpal makiu^otn>ers 
informed him, that'.bft now employs only half cf bis nsaal number of men, 
whom he employs onlr fburday^n a week; that he retains thenv^fir6m a pro^ 
ciple of humanity, as they have growil old in His service^vand that be sfSH holds 
in stock all ^is goods made in the, last eighteen months. BdieVes thif to be 

. a fair spedmen of the general state cf manufactures ]j\ SheiBdd. ' Hor oideis 
jbr aiupment, on the removal of the orders ii> council, amount to th^ whait 
.twelve months' shipments, 'the amount cf Sheffield goods ready fbr'shq>- 
m^nt to Americft4oo,ooo/. md ordenVm h^d to iStte same aspount - Poof 
rat^ of Sheffield; y^ ending ISoT, ll,ooo^ ; now 18,000^ -Woftm^^ 
wages not reduced^ but ihej are- now only employed about three days* in the 
week. Every man fully employed More the 4o6S of the 'American- trvEe. 
(X> Lower dasBCS ilever^o much distrtssed as at psesei^ %OBie articles 
which were formeriy exported from Sheffield, are now manu&ctur^ in Aiae- 
ritiau ' * • ' 

• May 13,1812. . 

Mr. WILLIAM MID6LSY, wooQen man^f^ipturer, of Rochdale, Lanea^hire. 
The pansli contains abqut.36,ooo inhabitants, of wl^^al^ottt one half are inn- 
ployed in this maiiufiiuc^iiire. He formeriy ^mployedabdUt 600 bands, now 4oo 
Began ^ turn off his hands ^rhen has stocks became ^ery large, about six 
months ago. • Stock is still increasing, tisvi larger than it wa«.beibre: and 
theftome traiehasftU^ off* vert much indeed; Has mn oonsidefable' 
degree exhaust^ his-ctfpltal hi irade,^and if there he not an- q>^ttng^ it is 
"impossible to keep en my Work people 1 and I afti distressed about tibe 
'* poor people, for they Kave not many of them, half victuals nom"* 'ff the 
roarketoontinoesasitisnoWymiisttuhiofrSooofhishandSyandif tberare 
twm^ offsjdoes not see wlvere they can get waA any where elif. Has Jiv^pd 
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IP Bodidale iiiost ii his life time, and been in business thirty ytun^' hOt 
never kueV the distress so great as fit present **Tht <U8tre« is to be seen 
*« in the people's coaotenanpei^ every week getting^thinner andlooking worse; 
«■ thos^ that had a Utfle money hav$ ^^^^9 ^*^ ^^'^ ^ they ard almost run 
•« out of it : they have spei^t whafe little olev had to buy bretud** About t#Q 
fifths dt this manufacture for the tJuited States of Americs^ and none for 
foreign Europe. Has-vef^'krgtottlerftfor America, which should have gone 
oR' more than ISPmonths ago. Has found'that market, a steady, sure, and 
ihcr^asing *one. Workmen'^ wftKetf reduced. Price of oatmeal twelve 
dionths ago %i. per pound, now Sii &" the trade to' America was opened, 
there Jbrould be fidr employment for the manufacturer^ of Rochdale. 

Mr. THOMAS SHORT, oumufacturer of hosiepr. At Hinckley, in Leicester- 
fthirc-^The tots! number of perst>ns employed in the manu&cbire at Hinck- 
ley, and the i(\ioimng viHaf^ nearly 3;000. About ope third to one fourth 
ofthe manoftcUire is for the American market, and the value about 30,000^1 
per annum. In good times empl^y^ upwards of 200 hands, now employs 
abdut two thirds of the number. In consequence of ^ loss of the Anieri- 
can maeket, the manufiurtnrers generfllly state they roust turn off one half 
of their hands, if the demand is not arreater than at present Twelve to four- • 
teen humfred persons now uneminbyed. Thchonie trade is much injured 
by the competitioo of persons formerly in the forign trade : and it now af- * 
Cords no profit*' 

• May 14^ 1812. 

Mr. . WnXIAM THOMPSON, woollen mtihufiikCtuKr, of Rawd^n, near 
liMds. Has . been ib business 30 yetrs. In ldl0employe465C hands, and 
manufiictured 6,000 ' pieces of gd6ds fot the American market In tife last 
year made 4v000 pieces, and hi^ dismissed 200 hands. His' stock of.goods 
worth .upwards of 90,0002. Being much greater than at any former p^od. 
'The remaining hands have not more than one third work. — ^In good tiipes 
liis men ean^ from 16s toSOl. H week, and now oiily one thud. Kev^r 
Jknew the poor in nf> distressed i^ .sjste before ; not even when com was dear- 
er in 1800 ; they had plen^^ work at that time. •« The distresft of the 
workmen is veryevident by the\r countenance, and by the raggedness of 
tiieir dress. Theyare^vidently in at worse situation than I ever knew them 
before.** If a fovourable change does not take place, must dismiss the 
whole of his luinds as thit heavy stock oCgoods render it out of his power to 
continue them. Made t small shipment ito South America about twelve 
months agp^ but has not yet received any returns; and will not ship fiirther at 
present BUde a shipment to Canada, value 30,0001 about fourteen months 
ago, for which he has not vet receivod one sixth ; and those goods that did 
seU were to acon^derabk loss, say from 25 to 30 pef cent. If there was 
an open trade to America, aU the distresses would be -very shortly removed : 
activi^ Yould be reaumtedy and the countenances Of ^e poor would change 
fery fast, if that Were once effected, it would^giVe a general spring to our, 
neipfat>orhood. Has oi^detsfrom America for the whole ofhis goods, ^provi- 
ded th# orders in council weie rescinded. 

Mr. OHRISTOPHBR LAW80N, woollen merchant, of Leeds. In good 
times exportea to America, to the value of 80,000/ annually. Present stock 
of good^ 40./X)0L Made a sln»ment to Amelia IdaUd in 1811, under the idea 
^lat it might get into Amenwbut it remains there at present Concieves 
all the merchants trading to ^erici are in the sameatste. The common 
oakulationis, that Yorkshire goods are ezposted to Amerioa, to the amount of 
two milbons annually. Great complaints nave been made of the home marke % 
for the last six monthsi Has oraen for goods to be shipped to Ameiica, on 
th^iepeal of thft orders in cdundL * n 

May 15, 1812- 

Mr. DAVID 8H£ARD, hknketand flushmg manu&cturer, of the psrisif 
Of Dewsbury. In good times empl9yed about 800 hands : 100 of them arc 
oo«r oiute out of en^y. and the reanaiad^ have one third»or one fourth 
work. The average wages of men, women, and children^ in good time*" 
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were lis. a wcc^:, and arc how Si. 9d. The manufjsM^turen have given <•▼«? 
ftfcCtltliultting^ stock : thsj do not wish to tu^ into debt, and the money tbty 
^had is all made up into goods. Weekly w%e8 paid in the hamlet, in good 
times, used to be 469t now 294/. Thinks the home trade as good as it was. 
Trad« began to faU off in the be|^imnng of 1811 .- and among the loWer or- 
ders of people there is veiiy great distress indeed. If CLvouraBle drcumstan- 
ces do not turn up, will be obliged to turn off half of the TOO hands he now 
empk>ys. tiad a good, trade belbre the intercourte with America was stop- 
pci 

Mr.' FRANCIS PLATT, merchant and woollen manulacturtr, of Sadd]e<. 
worth. The tnde has ^len off very considerably since 1810, owing to tke 
want of American trade. His own -stock of goods larger than it ever was be- 
fore, being nearly 30,000^^ The district of Saddlewortti contains a popula- 

* tion of nearly 12,000 perstms, most of whom are engaged in the woollen bu- 
siness, and they do not now^t half the work they used to bave^ His^capita 
absorbed in |;oods, ttnd if there is not a market soon, m\ist discharge his men 
in toto; which is the case^ wjth mahi^cturers'in general in tl:^^ district. 
Ia40 or 50 years h^has neve'r known 'the distress equal to the 'present^ 

■Great numbers of the people never taste animal fbod at >all : thek principal 
food is oatmeal boilad in. water ; ^d sometimes potatoes for dinner. Was m- 
' formed, by a very honest man> that he, his wife, and all his children had to ^ 
. to bed, and had net even a morsel of that oatmeal and water toput into their 
mouths. Was also informed by anothi^r that he had got sonte bttle oatmeal 
and boiled it in water; that he. had to wet it in water pistrad of milk, or any 
other liquid, wiUi his food. The people have been yery peaceable in thispar- 

* ish,-- and is certain they will remain so, provided they could getempl6yn4nt, 
or &ny thing near full employmetrt' the^ jiave no dispostion at all to riot. 
Hafrinquired in some instances whether the poor have received parish re- 

* lief; but believes that in the principal part of the roanuftctming dis|ricts, the 
p^oor wou^d nearly starve, probably not to deaths bi^t pretty dose to it, btibre 
the^ went to the parish^ for this reason-^ey have not been accustomed 
to it, and it is a kmd of disg^c^ or somet^g (tf that kind, and they will not 
go to it if they can get half work and half wages : th6y will take eveiy means 
.in their power to ke6p off tlie parish. Oatmeal is 3 l-3d to 4d the pound 
or double the usual price. Potatoesiare about the* same proportion; never 
knew them any thing like so high as thfey are at present. Has no doubt 
that if goods could be ^pped to America, there would be work. The poor 
are not well clothed. , ~ 

May 20, 1812. 
Mr. JOHN HOFFMAK, churchwarden of the parish: of Spital Fields.— 
The looms employed ^ the maiiu&ctare Of ^ital Fields, about 17,000, to 
20,000; and about 5,000 of them are in the parish of Spital fields, whereat 
least one-half of the V^eavers are ou^ .of employment, and the lower onleis 
in a most deplorable «tate. More than one instance ' has occurred,., where 
they had died hterally'for want Soup distributed is* about 3,000 to 4,ooo 
quaHs a* day. Has dismissed a considerable number of his hands^ who unere 
employed in the silk trade. The light silks of Spital Fields aeU in^Amcrica; 
of other sorts the Ffentltare cheap^ than ours. If the American trade 
was open, there would be an opportumty of sending a considerable quantiQr 
^ goodsthere; has in the. course of some ypar8,mann&etured goods for the 
American market, principally of the slight quality. Within these two years 
there has been no trade to America: and therefore he waa obl^^ed to torn off 
his hands employed for that particular trade. If the trade was opened again, 
has no hesiution in saying- those very articles would find sale there; uxl he 
would take back the han«U he had dismissed, which h» believes is the case 
with others in the same line as himself; In October last he purchased |Ma- 
ibes for the workhouse at 3L los, per ton; within the last six weeks they 
liave been sellmg in Spital Fridds* market, at 13^ 13L and 14^ a ton. Pr- 
ions who have died for want, have applied for, and obtained relief; but thev 
were too far gone h^kftt they made application; has umAmnly found that ^e 
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ttiduatipious poor will never apply for relief till the rery last ex. 
^eves that more than a fifth of the ailk manufactured in Spital 

to America, and that more than one-third of his own manu£u;ture, f^ 

years, was for the American ix^krket. The want (k an adequate suppty of 
raw silk, has been o^c great cause of the want of eipploj, and consequent 
distress of the inanuftfcturers. 

/ May 25, 1812. 

Mr. SHAKESPEARE PHILUPS, merchant, of Mansbester;— was eaam. 
ined by the house four years ago upon the orders in counciL Is an importer 
of manu&ctured goods to the United States 6T America, when the tnide 
rs open. Has a g^eal stock oh hand, which is the case of the manufactur- 
ers in general, (jj* Has orders to a very large amount to be Shipped in the 
event of the orders in council being rescinded. Has no doubt tnat orders 
of thia kind, which are now in Manchester, would, if executed, greatly re- 
lieve the distress of iliat place. The state of the workmen in Manchester 
and the neighbourhood is very deplorable, lliey are deficient in work, 
and are working At extremely low wages. If the American trade was open, 
would not feXr the competition of the American manu&ctuxes in the mar- 
ket, as he concieves they are only forced into that measure. . Sev^eral ad- 
Ventores, which he has made to South America, have left a considerable 
loss. Cannot state the proportion ^hich tlie American market bears to the 
general manufactory ot Manchester {ind its neighbourhood; but from his 
general knowledge of its vast influence upon the manufacture in generali is 
convinced that the exports annually anioimt to an enbrmous sum. Has no 
doubt that if the American market wU freely open, there would be full em- 
ployment for the labouring manufucturers of Manchester. When the trade 
with America fi<om France and this country were both open, did not exp»> 
rience the least competition in the cotton laanufactones on the part of 
France, and has not Uic least, appi-chension of any. The present duty on 
raw cotton in France being about os. a pound, amounts to a prohibition; 
and any country imposirtg such a duty ^annol seriously intend to establish 
imy great mandbictare. 

I ttiist there is here superabiLndant testitnony of the trans- 
cendent fell J and madness, as well as of the flaunt injasticd 
of the system pursued by the British ministry, which inflicted sp 
much misery and wretchedness on that interesting and valuable 
* class of subjects, the man^factttrers• The testimony is eaually 
strong agaittst the folly of our own citizens, who^ by rendering 
nugau>ry the w^trictive system, so fatally Involved in the hor- 
rors of a lasting war^two great nations whom ten thousand 
motives arising from mutual iiterests— common descent— conge- 
nial manners— and sameness of language — ought to have impa- 
led to cultivate the strictest ties of friendship. 

During the proeress of these examinations^ on the 21st of May^ 
theofflcili repeaf of the^renth decrees was communicated by 
Mr. Russel) the American minister, to the court of St. James. 
Birt notwithstanding the solemn pledge of the British ministry 
to proceed pari passu with the French government, m the busi- 
ness of repeal, there was no step taken respecting the orders in 
Council, tul the SSd of June, that is, for neariy five weeks. No- 
thing was done till after the whole examination was completed 
and ttQtil an address was moved in the house of commons, for 
the repeal) by Mr. Brougham, on the 17th of June, grounded on 
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the resttk •£ the examinatioii^ which was ~withdhi#ii ir Oef 
mover 6n a pledge by the muuBtov that the orders woaM be re- 
pealed. 

As a palliation for this delajr, it is %tttM that the assassiDa^ 
tion of Mr. Perdval, the British primier, on the 11th of Maj, 
distracted the attention of the ministry, and prevented the re- 
demption ^f the pledge. But this palliation will not bear a mo- 
ment's reflexion, "fn^ jpatliamentarj examination was predicat- 
ed on the injnry the British trade suffered— and had n^t the 
slightest regard to any other consideration. And as 1 have stat- 
ed, the revocation of the orders in council was not attempted tiU 
that examination was finished. Nearly five wedcs [thirty-three 
daysl had elapsed from die notification of the Frtoch repeal, 
and forty -three days from the death of Mr. Percival. Ana no 
man can pretend t6at 6ne or two weeks would nbi have beeii 
abundantly sufficient 

To prove the charge 1 have adduced against the British min- 
istry of gross impolicy, atf well as injustice, in th^ treatment of 
this country, whieh led to the wasting war so iniurio^s to both 
nations, I submit to the reader, part of a speech delivered in the 
British house of commons, by BIr. Whitm-ead, m ^e ISth of 
February, 1812, about four months previous to the dedaratioii of 
hostilities, resp^ting^^ the diplomatic intercourse between the 
Ar. Whitbread's character I need not en- 



two countries. OA 

laree. He is well known to stand Eminent for thes€ qualities 

of head and heart that dignify and adorn humatl nature >-* 

*<0f Mr. Fmkney he n^d fAjr fitde : he wtt a msa of sound seitse and 
• jvLdgmerti^f an able and ac«te mind, aitd •£ the hifffaest tepatatioii. He Has 
a man ^ho had conducted himself durinff his rendenoe in this country, in a 
manner most honorable to himself, and likely to benefit both nations. Atal 
times, taking^ the most impard^ view of the difierent interests conconed^ 
his conduct, though firm, had been most conciliatory. Vidiout Uunf-^i^ 
of the claims of his countiy, with which he war ininisted, he had nt all 
times approached the ministers with whom he was in treaty, wi^ respect 
attention, and deference. Firm to his purpose, and able to elucidate the 
subjects unde^ discussion, he had never fiuled^in time^ punctuality, or mode 
of procedure, in his mission. He would he could say as much for those 
' widi whom Mr. Pinkney had intereourse. But it wasnot so ; iad it wasim- 
pNOssible to say, that genileman had been treated with the proper and pua^ 
tilious ceremony he merited by the marquis Wellesley. At the period whoi 
.thi^ correspondence coauoenced, a great soieness prevaikd in Amciira, cs 
. account of the rapture with l&Ir. Jackson. The feelings of that countiy 
9 were in a state of extreme initation; and this topic was the sobjact of Mr. 
Pinkne/s fii«t letter to the nOble marquis. One would have thought at 
sudi a tone that ainiaisterwoukl have fi^lt thatno^Sntof dsccsuai cvsU 
tention on nispart, sbouM b^ superadded to augment the unpWsunt ^fipol- 
in^ abeady too prevalent; but it so happened, thattothiB veiy ktter of Mr. 
Pinkney^ of the 2d Januaiy, on the' subject of another minister^ beinr ap- 
pointed m the room of Mr. Jackson, no answer was returned mUl the l6h ^ 
•WorrAl Upwards of two months of predous time were wasled» donog 
^ah 'Mr. Pinkney, aware that .some time might be ni i CMiif , ncAd wm 
. the moitpalieiit tespeat aqd dfcOruBi* 
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« On the 15th of Pebruair, the American himiiter apim wrale to .the Bri- 
lish flecretarjTy on the subject of our bbckide, one of the most important in 
diiciissd, ^d in all its bearings, betweei^ the two countriea. To this no an- 
swer was returned till March* 3. Again on the 3otiki of Apnl, Mr. PinknejT 
iKldressed a letter to lord Wellesle^, relative to the Berlin and Milan de- 
cree% Wtttch were considered as the chief sovce of all ^xu^ing differences, 
ftud therefore melted the most ean^t and immediate attention; but to 
this letter no answer was ever returned. . 

« On the 3d of Ma^ following, anot))6r letter was sen^ to our foreign secre- 
ttaj, complaining ofthe fo%ing of ship's piipers, carried on in London, b^ 
which British ships and propei^ were made to appear as Ameriten. This 
traffic was allef^to be openly and notoriously carried on : and it was not 
^possible tocoilceive one more infamous to the nation where practiced, or in* 
jurious to the conntry against which it was directed. Yetcij'^ chaige 
of in&my agiunst Britun, this injustice andiiguxy to America, was passed 
over in utter silence, and no answer whatever to the letter was returned. 

« On the 23d of June, Mr. Pinkney again wrote, referring to his l^er of 
the 3(ith April, on the subject ofthe Berlin and Milan decrees, and request- 
ing an answer ; but noanswer was returned* On the 7th of July he wrote 
^^n relative to the appointment of a minister in the room or Mt. Jackson, 
(Us first 9ubj«ct on the 3d Janoaiy^ and even at th^£4tance of time re- 
ceived no official amwer, but merely a verbal assurance on mivat^ note* 
that a minister would immediately be tent out On the 8th' ot August, Mr. 
Pinknev once more wrote, referring to (lis letters of the ^ June and MU 
Aptil ; DUt could obtain no answer, 

' <* On the 2t8t August, he i^O by letter pressed th^subieet of blockade ; 
but could obtain no answer. Qn the 25tl| orthe sarti^' month, he ygm wrote 
to state the revocation ofthe Beiiinand Milait decrees t and to tfaiscommu^ 
nication our Minister at length Undescended to send a reply. The next 
part of the corre^poiulence was another letter from Mr. Pinkney, re- 
lative to a misapprenensionof Sir James Saumarez, on the nature ofthe block- 
ade s(t Eisineur, and on the impressiifg of certain seameh ftt^tn an American 
ship. To tt^ former subject an answer was returned ; but of the latter ncf 
notice was taken. He had indeed been much surprised at the wbolp course 
of this corre8pon4ence ; but at this particukr period his astom^ment was 
greater than ever. Hiat a subject so keenly felt by Ameriav as the impress- 
ing of her eitizens should be entirely passed over in ^ence, was beyond all 
former neglect and inattention. ' >- 

*< All the worid knew that this poui^ ynm the one on which the greatest 
difficulty existed in negiiciatin|p a^atau^le a^Jiuftmcnt between the two 
couhtries, and that our conduct towards American seamen stood more in the 
way of conciliation than anv vther matter wlMtever. Surely then such an 
opportumty ought not to have been neglected ; surely it was the duty ofthe 
British minister to d^ow b^ hb speedy attention to the subject, that he was 
as anxious to evince the l^irit of conciliation avto profess it; ahd that, know-* 
ing how fatal to the interest of this coontry a tiipture wStl^ 'America wodd 
be, he would have eagerly embraced the opening pre^til^ itself to demoi^ 
gtrate our ami^le* intentions* and remove one otthe sorest grievances comp- 
plained of. But^ no ! rehictant^y imd coldly was the answer on this subject 
vrmn forth— not £^m the noble secretaiy, not by letter from hin^ but prac- 
tically by the discharge of the^ seamen, by Sir William Scott, in the court 
of admiral^, thereby acknowledging and detlaring tht right and justice of 
liie daim uiged on thepart of Ameiica. TUs wastheconcSiationofthe 
noble secreta^ that jhe pennitCed the sei}tence of a court of justice to give a 
practical answer to a (^reign minister, whoip he would no^ take the trouble 
of putting pen to pq>er to satisfy on so ititerestuig a jioint 

« On the 31st of Septanber^ Mr. Pinkney found it necessary a^ain to ad- 
dress the British government, ioA referring to his letters ef the 3oth April, 
33d June, and 8th of August, on the subject ofthe Beriinand Milan decree^ 
be urged an hmnfdiateaBiwer,aahisgovenMpcot had long been in expecta- 
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tkm of A conummicttkn on thailiead. Againt on th* 8th and lOth Deeem^. 
b«r he wrote : and oCj* wiUi tfaeie letters conchided his coirespondence, ht^ 
iug unaMe to obtion any Mtiifiictorjr infiMmation ; and soon af^ he demand- 
ed has audience of ksve of th^ Fiiiice Relent** 

The wretdied tyBteBi pamed by the British miinttiy 
towards this countrjr produced cons^ueaces thej did not 
foresee. It promoted our maniifkctares more comi|leieij 
IB' five or six years tiuui they would haTe been in ^irty— 
^pd it produced a war which has given us a navy^ and the 
highest naval standing; in the eyes of the worl4 



CHAPTER LXI. 

l^Umd $aid to he strug^wgfor her £xi^ence. 'nis no^ 
paUiation of her outragee on nmiral nations^ JSttaek ok 
Cofeiihagen. 

iltMONG i^e farioua errors lately prevalent, and pregnant 
with handful consequences, a very important one was, that 
the European war on the part ot England was a war for her 
existence— and tins has been alleged not merely as a jud* 
liation, bat as a a justification of her outrages upon our cit- 
izens, and upon our commerce. In fact, the long succession 
of outraees she pmietrated, were covered over with this 
mantle m c^Uvion^ for ilbe purpose of defaming the adminis« 
tration that resisted them. 

I have already torched on this subjept incidentally. It re- 
quires further elucidation. And at ' the hazard of repetition,* 
1 resume it 

The most important a^;res8ions of England on the commerce 
of this country, nay be referred fo four epochs.—- 

1. The lawless and predatory captures in 1793, during Ae 
administration of gtn. Washington. 

2. The apptici^on in ii05> pf the rule of 1756, without 
ainy previo^s notice or warning, and, to aggravate the enor- 
mity, i^mst her own exposition of the law of nations, and 
against the decisions other courts of adiptralty ; whereby 
the seas were swept of the American vessels and commerce. 

3. The pajpei' blockade by CKarles J. Fox's administration, 
of the coast from the Elbe to Brest, an extent of 800 miles. 

4. The orders in counciL 
Of these in due course. 

Lord Casttereagh himself, or the marquis of Wellesley, 
would not dare to assert that the depredatiotis in 17^3 coodd 
be charged. to jeopardy of her existence. They were^u^ 
ton, unprovoked, laidess, a^d predatory to the last dc^retj. 
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Greneral Washington presiiied over the destinies ottiiis country. 
He had resolved on and observed a fair and impartial neutrality* 
The manner, and time, and circumbtances, vrere as monstrous 
as the measure itself. 

On the sub|ect of the seccmd, I shall merely refeMhe reader to 
the mercantile memorials of 1605^,* written and signed by men 
vho have since as ably defended and justified the Qonduct of 
England^asat thatpenod they uncjualifiedly reprobated andde* 
nounped it. This change in their opinions and conduct does not 
change ihe nature of the &cts. For the jproceedings of the Bri- 
tish ministry at that period, evfsry honourable Englishman must 
blush. They were unworthy of, and disgraceful to, a mighty and 
respectable nation. -^ 

Charles James Fox^s blockade was a gross violation of t£e laws 
of nations.— -It was in direct hostility with previous declarations 
made by that statesman himself— -as well as with the honourable 
and indeed the only legal definition of a blockade, given to our 
government by Mr. Merry^ the British mimster here, 

f Admiralty Office^ January 5, 18o4. 
V Sib, 

<« Saving communica^ted to the lords of the admiralty, lord Hawksbuiy's 
letters of the 33d. iost enclosing the copy of a dispatch which his lordi^ip 
luul received from Mr. Thornton, .his majesty's chai^ d'aifaiijes in America, 
bn the subject of the blockade of the islands of Martimque ana Gaudaloupe, 
together with the report of the advocate general thereupon, I have their 
lordships' commands to acouaint you for his brdship's information, that they 
have sent orders to commoaore Uood, not to consider any blockade as ex« 
ifting, unless in respect to particular ports WHICH MAY BE ACTUALLY 
INVKSTED; and then not to capture vessels bound to such ports, unless 
they shall previously have been warned not to enter them; and that they 
have also sent the pecessary dirtctions on the subjelbt to the judges of the 
Vice-sdmiralty coui:ts in the West Indie^ a^d Apiencfu 
1 am, ^c 

EVAN NEPEAN. 
George Hammond, Esq.*' 

Here is the only fair, and honest, and honourable explana- 
tion of the law of natiras on this subject, laid down by England 
herself. This fetter stands on eternal recordf— and seals the ir- 
recoverable condemnation of that tile predatory system, whereby, 
according to George Gabot, James Lloyd, and the other Boston 
memoriansts, she was 4"^^^^ tlie course of the French war. 
"PREYlNQ UPON THE UNPROTECTED PROPERTY OF 
A FRIENDLY POWER.'H If lord CasUereagh, the marquis of 

* See chapters m^ xv, xvi, and xrii 

t Let it be observed that the predatory system of 18o5, denounced by the 
Bokon memorialist, at **preyin|^upon the unprotected property of a fnen4. 
ly power/' was incomparably lest unjust and more defenB^)le. than the tub 
icfuent outrages pecp^trated pn American commerce. ^'' 
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Wellesler, lord Cathcart, Gem^ Cannhigy Mr. Rose, or Mr. 
tVar-ii^Disguite, thottld find ikaa accasatiou 9dmewhat uidigesti* 
Me> let them hurl the gavntlet at Mr. Lloyd and hit friends. 

The orders in council close the cataloffue. The^ will fonn an 
ftemal blot on the escutcheon of &e adminiitration bj which 
thej were enactod, and so lone supported. For their impoticj I 
refer the reader to ch^^ter LV* ' it was ait least i^ual to ^leir 

flagrant injustice. ' * ' 

From the Ist. qf March, 1 809, the V lost whattrer plea or palli- 
ation might hare previouMy existed for theth. The non-inter- 
course act, passed on that day, put it in the pow^ of Great Brit> 
ain, atany hourshe'pleased,to open our ports to her trade and 
navigationr— to shut them ^inst the vessels and trade of France 
-^and in effect to have ultimately produced war between that na- 
tion and the United States. 



The refusal of this ofier was a clear, oonvincii^, and 
swerable proof, that her sole object was mon^ly, and that, im 
the language of Mr. Bayard, retaliation was mer^y ^ a pretence.** 
Her depredations were continued without Intermission, lad^ 
any honest Englishman— any candid federklist, now that tfe 
reign of delusion has terminated, were these depredations, to pass 
over their immorality and injustice, SHch measures, as, on nftere 
principles of policy, << a fmHon struggling for her exi^^netP 
ought to have adopted ? Was it just, or proper, or prudent, for 
^i a nation struggling for her existenee^^> to violate the r^ts, and 
to plunder the property of iMi unoffending nei^tiral, andnsk ainir 
with that neutral f Surely not 

In a word> I ask Timothy Pickering, Safus King, Qeorge Ca- 
bot, or governor Strong, wnetiier ihe conduct of Great Britain on 
the oceiin was not as unjust, as arbitrary, and as lawless, as that 
pf Bonaparte on terra firma? Whether the clandestine orders of 
1795, and thpse of 1805, were i^ot as perfidious, as Euthless, and 
as utterly indefensible, as any act of the French emperor ? And 
finally, to sum up the whole, whether there is in the historj of 
mankmd anv act much more atrdcious than the attack upon Co- 
penhagen, thf cajntal of an innocent and respectaUe neutral, fmr 
the purpose of seizii^ her fleet F Whether tiiis act and the per- 
fidious conduct of Boiiapart# towards Spun are not exactly orthe 
same character? 

« Amidft all the oonvuUons which Europe hkl espeneaced in consequence 
ofthe revolution in France, the kingdom oJF denmark had^ by tlie wiae ani 
temperate policy of her nikr,been m a great measure preaerred firom the 
^atal consequence* of tbose commotions iHiich hywi Ofeiturned goy cflim ents 
of much greater poHticalinmortance. This had been accomplMliec^ not by 
huipiliating herself to any « the beD%eretit powers; not hj espouidng the 
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caiiafe ofwch dfthem i$.vppt9ae^i fortkemomait tobesnooeiBful; but by 
tiULiiktiuniDg a fim, 4i^niiicM^ and unaeviatipgp indqpendence, neither influ- 
cnecd by intrigues nor intimidated by tbreata. Her naval 9nd milUaiy es* 
tabfishmeats, Uieugh not greats w^t^ respectable; and, combined with the 
natural advahtages of her situation^ zihight justify her in the hopes of defend- 
ing herself with success against ^y ^nemy that should attempt to.infiringe 
upon her neutrality. In oAfot to d(^nd this neutrality, the Pfnish govern- 
Bfeeot had, for a poii^ersble time jpait^ concentred its army on its continen* 
tal irontlers; and it has been stated, that this measure wa^ adopted at the in- 
stance of Great Britain, as being favourable to the proteetion of her com* 
merce. In this ntuation the British fleet, with a l^urgje military ibrce^ antred 
bn the coast ^Zealand, vhere the Danish government saw no reasont n- 
cogniza them in an^ other character than that of friends and protectors, 
Xffiy were there jqined by the German le&mfrom the ide of Rugep; and 
Mr. Jackson, the British re»dent at Copenhagen, according to insunKtiona 
received from his Court, demanded from the Danisli government the surren- 
der of its navy to his Britannic mi^^y, to be retaineid 1^ him until the res- 
toration of a generil'peate. . This proposition was indignantfy rejected; i^ 
consequence of whicn tbo troops were landed; and a prockmation^waspub- 
liahed by lord Cathcart^ the commander in cliief, stating the motives and 
Objects of $ach a prsceediog, and threatening, that incase of resisUnce the 
dty of Copenhagen should be desolated bt svirt possible hxahs 6r bxvas- 
TATiov. Unprepartd as the city th^n was, the clown prince gave order^ 
tbat it should be dtfended to th6 Mst extremity. OTthe Dsnisn navy, not 
a ship was rinpefL and tbe crews wtH absent On the Second day of Sep- 
tember, the Bnti^ troops cdtemenced the attack, oh three sides of the ci^; 
wluch continued for several days without intermi»otf; during which 6,5oo 
ajhells were thrown into the town, which was soon on fire in upwards of thir- 
iy places. The timber yards were conMned: the powder magaziBe blew 
u^t tfaie steeple of €be cathadral church wat ift a bisixe, and fell amidst the 
ContiAual shouts of the British troops. From th6 mode of attack which had 
been adopted, hosi^ties wer^ not confined to th6 Danish sokliery and the 
armed bujghers engaged in the defence of the titj; but extended to die 
uihabitants of both sexes— tiie aged, the ^dung, the infirm, the sick, add he 
helpless, for, whose safety no opbortumtjr was afforded of proimng, and 
mat numbers of whom perished by the bursting of the Aells, the fire of 
mt artillenr, and th^ innumerable accidents oonMsqutnt on so dreadhd and 
unexpected an attack, ft soon appeared that the city was unable to make 
•a enoctual leristance; the British forces having approached with their tren- 
dies io near, as to be enabled to set it on fire whenever thev pleased. To 
]prevent this consummation of misaiy, the Bamsh oommamier assented to 
terms of cuiitulatioa, by which he a|(reed to surreikder up the fleet, upotf 
condition that the Britirii army should evacuate thd island of Zealand withr 
in six weeks^ and that public and private! property should m the mean time 
be respected.* . 

Of Aese hoiHUe ttenet, worthy of Almt^ Atlila, or 6eiq;la8 
Chan, it is impoteiUe to read without shudiloriBg with horror. 
Every Englishtaany who pottesses a high senae of national honour, 
must deplore the stain tnej have impressed on the escutcheon of 
hisBUlTe lan d a n d must join ip qie eKooratiaa to which the 
nprightjpait of mankind have consigned the nttniftefs wio plan^ 
ned and ordered the perpetration of such < scene of barbarous^ 
and merciless outrage* 

BoiQoe% newof^ eausei^ object and oortis yienc ci, of the present 
— ^ OB Hm eqiedlen^^ or the dai^ sf a peaae with FtsQse, page 4S. 
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Awaj then for ever tnth the miserable cant of ^< a sMig^ 
for ker existence^^^ as not merely a palliative, but a justificahot 
of "PREYING UPON THE UNPROTECTED PROPERTY 
OF A FRIENDLY POWER."* This high and damning accn- 
sation against Great Britain, of preying upon the unprotected prO' 
perty of afriendh power^^ was advanced bv George Cabot, James 
lilojd, Thomas Perkins, Arnold Welles, and the other Boston. 
merchants who signed the memorial to congress in 1605; but 
who have from that period to the jiresent been the advocates of 
the British, and the accusera ctftheur own government 

Evert nation at war may be said "to sMisgUfor Jter ed- 
istenceJ* But she is not therefore to " struggle'^her unoffending 
neighbours out of their sUpts their seamen, their propert j, or 
pie dearest rights of their sovercigptjj^to help to preserve heiself 
in " a struggUy^^ created by lawless ambition. 

A few short months have elapsed sinc^ the iTnitM States, con; 
tending sini^le-handed against the most formidable naval power 
that ever existed,^jnight be eittphaticaUj and correctly said to be 
f< struggling for their eanstence,^^ whidi was really and tralj je» 
opardized. What consummate folly and madness, as well as in- 
justice, would it have been, to have commenced depredations on 
the commerce of Russia, France, Spain, or Holland, and to add 
one or more of those nations to th^ist of our enemies ? At such 
a critical time,it becomes nations t«^ "carry their faculties sonmk,'^ 
as to give no reasonable cause of offence. If, therefore, the idea 
be correct, that Great Bridun was really struggline for her ex^^ 
istence, so far from justifying or palliating her conduct towardif 
the United States, it only more fully proves the dire insanify of 
those fatuitotts counsels by which her affairs were directed. 



CHAPTER LXn. 

The loud clamour raised by the eastern states on the subjecl if 
representatum, wholbf unfsunded. The result of factious delu^ 
sion. Statistics. Examination of the represenUUian in ike 
Senute^i 

X O reconcile the people of the eastern states ta the 
parricidal project of a dissolution of the union, there, has 



* See Boston memoiial, page lo2. 

f This,, tnd the two ^HHpeiDdingcfatpterf^ M« extracted irom a fsmphfct, 
publiiihedNoT. S8» 181^ by the Mitfiorof the CNive Bnndi, «k1 entitled 
^' A Galni address to the People of theKaftemStstM.'* 
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^en a great outcrjr raided on the subject of its inequalities and 
disadvantages, and its oppressive operation on that portion of the 
oationy particularly in regard to the representation in the lower 
house ot congress. The most extravagant errors are afloat oi^ 
thitf topic. It issenerallj believed,' that the southern states have 
an enormous and undiie influence in that bod^, in consequence 
ot taking the slaves into account in fixing the nudiber of its mem- 
bers. 

I wave, for a few minutes, the considerlLtion how far this in-, 
^ualiiy and injustice exist. For sake of argument, i will admit 
them for the (iresent. And I respectfully ask. the reader, wheth- 
er it be possible to form a partnership or coniiexioa of any kind, 
without inequality P Take any species yotl choose. Examine tbe 
taints, the address, t)ie capital, the means of promoting the joint 
interests of the concern; you will find that there is in some — per- 
haps in all these respects — a considerable inequality — that one 
(Arty has an advantage in r^pect to understanding, or influence j^ 
and another in point of capital or. skill — or in some other of the 
yarioua wa^s in which men diifer frdm their fellow mortals. Go - 
to the married state. Examine there minutely. . You will find 
the case the same. And 1 * aver, that it is almost absolutely im- 
{wsaiblo tp form any connexion Whatever with a perfect equality. 

This being obviously am^ strikingly the case in those simple 
associations which I hajre tonsidet^d, l^ow could it be supposed 
that so, delicate und so complicated an association as tliat ol thir- 
teen inde{>eiident $0verei^nti^s,*morft or less various jin their hab- 
its, in their productions, m their climates, in their population, in 
their pursuits, could have been formed without a spirit of compro- 
mise«--witt)out a mutual balancing of advantages and disadvanta- 
ges ? *To expert it, would be the quintessence of folly. 

But the l^eader will doubtless' be atjtonished^ when he finds 
what is the real state of the case. He will be convinced, that the 
alleged grievances which have been made the instruments of ex- 
citing the angry passions, and preparing our eastern brethren for 
rtbellion, have no existence. Let the two legislative bodies be 
combined togethei:, and it will be obvious, that the eastern states 
have had, and still have rather more than the shUre of influence to 
which their white population entitles them. I have taliea some 
pains to make the calculations requisite to lay the real state of 
the case-before ^e public : and I submit the result in both branch^ 
es of the legisl Aurev 
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Examinaiion of the representation cf the eastern states »fi the 
Senate of the United States^ on th^ound of white popula- 
tion only. ' 
Population of the Uniffed States, Aim6 1790, 3,929,326 
Deduct slavto - - -. - 697,69* 

White populatfon - • - - 3,231,629 

Total populatipn of the eastern states - I,e09,5d2 

Deduct slaves • - 3,836 



White population . \ - - - • 1,005,686 

Total number of Senators, 28. ■ 

As 3,231,629 : 28 : : 1,005,636 : 8.677. - 
Thus, their eiact proportion, had the slaves beeB rejected, was 



tact prop 
,^e7had 



d.677 i vrhereas,the7 had t^ seliators* 

iPopuTation of the United States, Anno 1800, 5^303,666 

Deduct slaves, - - - - 896,849 



^Vhite population, • . . . 4^06,817 

Poputation of the eastern states, - • 1,283,01 1 

Deduct slaves, - - - . - . 1,339 

White populatieo, .-' . - • - J,231,672 

Total number of senatorsy 34. 
As 4,406,817 : 34 : « 1,231,672 : 9.502. 
Here, again, thej had more than tiieir pi^portiob,- which was 
9.502; whereas, they had ten. 

Population of the United States, Anno 1810, 7,239,90$ 

Deduct Slaves, - -- - - 1,191,364 

White population, - - •' • 6,048,539 

White population of £he eastern' stated, - 1,471,975 

Total namber t>f senators, 36. 
As 6j048,539 r 36 : : 1,471,973 : 8.760. 
On fhfs,third census, their proper propi^On is 8.760; whet'et^^ 
they have, as before, ten. 



Thus if is evident that the eastern states fiave bad in the i 
ate, more than their due proportion of influence from tiie i 
mencement of the .goveniment«-4md that in the prtteftt senate 
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&frf hay<^ actually 14 per cent, more than thej are entitled to, 
^CJ^tdiking into consiaeraHon merdy the wnUe pajndation of 
^fi wkioTdi nqtwUhftanding the itUroducHon of neiq states. 

Who can forget the daring threat held out bj Mr. Quincey, of 
resistance to the introduction of v^w states, ^< amicMy.if they 
couU, vi^krUly if they vMp?^^ ' 

** l^r. Quincey rept^ate^ ^sd justified ft remark he had made ; (which, to 
save all misapprehension, he committed to writing in the following words :-— 
«< If this bill passes, it is my deliberato opinion, that it is virtuaUy A DIS- 
SOLUTIO?^ OF THE UNION; 'that it will free the sUtes from their moral 
obligation ; and as it will be the figfu o^ o^ so it will be the duty of tome, 
TOTOBPARB FOR A SEPARATION, amiixiblu if (heu cofi— VIOLENT- 
LY IF THEY MUST,*'? ' 

A^ person unacquainted witii the subject, to have heard or 
read Air. Quincey*8 speeches on this topic, would have concluded 
-^-an4 i|ot unreasonably-— that some lawless outrage had beeik 
perpetrated on the -section of the -union which he represented; 
and that it i^as robbed of its due share of influence in the senate 
by that measure. How astonished must he be to find, that fromi 
the organization of the goyemment, the fact has been directly 
thereveVse ; that it ha^ had mere than its share of influence; and 
that tl^te other sections of the onion have had solid and substan- 
i^ causes of complaiat on this subgect ! 



CHAPTER IJQli. 

Statistics continued* Slave representation fairly stated, Result. 



JL NOW proceed to consider the state of the representa* 
tion in the lower house, to which jthf loud complaints ot Francis 
Blake^ Mr. Lowell, ^ir. Harrison Gray Otis, and their friends, 
particularly refer. They h^ve been but too succeii^ful in per- 
suading their fellow-citizens, that to the fafal ^purce of slave re- 
presentation may be astribed all'the manifold oppressions, and 
injustice, which they allege the eastern states have experienced. 

I believe there is not one man in a thousand who has a con- 
ception how very slight the inequality is here. I have asked ^ 
number of intelligent and well informed men their opinions — 
and somesurmis^ 100 percent beyond the truth-*others were 
wide of it 200 p^r cent 



*NaftiDttal iatelligencer, Jan. 15, 1811» in the debits on the tdnussion of 
New Qrieans as a state. 
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What mvst be your amazement, reader, to learn, tfaaf if all 
the slaves in the United States were discarded, ip.the apportion-^ 
tnent of members of die house of renresentatives of the United 
States, it Would make a difference or only three in ^e nnmber 
of representatives of the eastern states p * ' ' 

The wlpte population of the United States at the 

late census. Was - - ' - ' - 6,048,539 

That of the eastern states, - . - - 1,471,973 

^ Total number of members, 182. * 

Actual representatives of the five eastern states, 41. 

A» 6,048,539 : 182 : : 1,471,973 : 44.0048. 



Thus it appears, that were the representation graduated br 
the white population alon^, the eastern states would be entitled 
to but 44 representatives. Therefore, the injnrt thej suCef by 
ihe admission of the slaves, isonly a reduction of three members, 
in a body of 182— whereiEis they have one and a quarter Inore 
tiian theV are eiititled to ip the senate, a boidy of 36 members* 
That is 10 say, and let it be borne in remembrance, in one branch 
they are not* two ner cent, below their proportion— and in the 
other branch, which is by far the more influential and powerfii}, 
they have about )4 per cent more than they are fairly entitled 
to by their white population ! 



Jl view of the slave representation in the House of RepreseH- 
^ tafiifes. Census of 1810. Batioi one representative far 35,000 
inhabitants* 

Maryland — Total popnlation * - - 380,546 

Deductslaves V . - - 111,502 



Divide by the ratio 35,000)269,044(7 

Remainder - - - . 24,044 

Add three-fifths of 111,502 shves - - 66,900 



Pivide by 35,000)90,944(2 

Fraction rejected . • • 20,944 

Jfin^ repiresentatives— 7 for whiteft— 2 for slaves. 



Ftreintd.— Total population • - 974,622 

I)edttct slaves r - - <- 392,518 



862,104 
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. I>ivMc bjr 35,000)582,001(10 

Renriaincler - . • 22lol 

Add three fifths jrf 592^18 glaves 235^04 

Divide bj 35^)257'^a(r 

Fraction rejected . • • . " 12608 

f wenty three representatiyes— 16 . for white»-.r ftr glayea* 

f^iKiAry.-— Total population . 406511 

Deduct slaves \ , . 80^56 J 

Divide by S5)Q00)324,95O(9 

Remainder - ' . . . j^ q^q 

Add three fifths of 80i56| slaves * - 48^ 

« ^ .■ i Divide 35,000)59^286(1. 

Fraction rejected . - 24 28d ' 

•^Fen representatives--nine for whites— one for slayesl' 

J^Torth CbroKno,— population 555,500 

Deduct slaves • 1^ I68y82i 

Divide by 35,000)386,676)1! / 

Remainder ' - . 1 67$ 

Add three fifths of 168,824 slavey 101^92 

Divide by 35,000)102,968(2 

Fractions rejected . . 32,968 

Thirteen repr^sentatives--eleven for whites— two for slaves^ 

^tOh CoroHna^^Total populatian 415,115 

Deduct s)aves . . 196,365 

Divide by 35,000)21^,750(6 

Remainder - . 8,750 

Add three fifths of 196,365 slaves 117,837 

Divide by 35,000)126,587(3 • 

FIractioB rejected * . 21,567 

Itine Representatives— six for whites—three for slaves. 
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6eonri9.— Total population . • 252,«SS 

Peductikvea. - - 105^1? 

Divide by 35/)00)14r^l5(4 

Remainder -■ - 7^15 

Add thrae fiiOts of 105^18 alaTcs . 63,129 

Divide by 55,000)70,344(2 

Fractton rejected r - ' 344 

§ix r^resentatiTes^oar for wUtes— two for sUtves. 

3Vn«ssee.->*Total pqinlatitfn i ." 2617^7 

Deduct Hare* , - **^Si 

Divide by 35,000)217,192(5 

Reminder - - ^',193 

Add three fiftk^ of 4i»53^ sUres - 26,721 

Fractiops rejected - - 33,91S 

No representatiTe of the dares. 



A Jew facts cm #e su^eet of the dtrve rqar^s&iii^an in tie 
. lower house. 

New tdrky bj the first and last censos^ has had for ten 
yeari, asd will hare for ten more, one slave representatite. 
Total popnlatioii. of New YoriL, Anno 1790 310,120 
Deduct slaves • - «lj324 

Difido bv the ratio of 33,000)318,7^9 
Bemainder * - 21/96 

Add three fifths of 21,324 sUves - l^7K 

Divide bj 33,000)54,58S(i 
Iftractkn rejected - • 1,588 

Total pofmlation of Kfew Tork^ Anno 1 8 10 959,069 
Dedsct slaves - * 15,071 

Divide bj 35,000)944,140(96 
Reauiider . * 34,140 

jM three fifths of l$fi7\ slaves 9/m 

43)149 
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Diyide hy 3i^000)4S^149(l 
"i^raciioii rqected - :. : 3,14^ 



Delaware has a, slave representatitet . . 
Total population of Delaware in 1810 . - 75,674 

Deduct slaves - * - - . 4,177 

Divide by 35,000)68,497(1 

Remunder. . ' .i . 32,497 

Add threc-fifths^^df 4,177 slaves • . 2^50* 

Divide by 35,000)36,0^2(1 

FractioB rejected - * - 1,003 



Masiachnsetts, to her great honour, has no slaves. IS^xi it U f 
curious fact, that she has a representative'of h/er bl»ck population. 
Her Whites are - - 693,03? 

Blacks - - 7,706 

700,745 
Hiis, divided by 35,000, just allows her twenty members. De» 
duct the blacks, and she would have but nineteen. 



Now-York 
Delaware 
Mar^limd 
yirginia 
Nonh-Carolina 
8ottth4}arolina 
Georgia 
Tennessee 
'Ken^cky 



fiiatives of staves. 


• 


1790 . 1^ 


. 1810 


I s 


1 
1 


2 2 • 


• 8 


« • 


7, 


? . * 


8 


8 ' 9 


9 


I I 


a 


« 1 


I 


1 


1 



14 15 19 



The foUowinjg views display the very extraordinary inequali- 
ti^ that exist in the representation in the senate. They foU;^ 
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establish the.ikeeessity of mntnal forbearance, and the latidaUe 
spirit id comprotaiise that preTaiied in the fecial contention. 



f>ee persons. Senttoia. 
Massachusetts 700,745 
New-Hampshire SI 4,460 
Verrooiit 217,895 

Conn^ticnt • 2fl,6Sa 
Rhod^ Island 7b,83S 



VIEW I. 



1,471,555 10 



Free persons. Senilbrs. 
New-York 944,033 

Peunsylyania 809,296 
Virginia 585,104 

North Carolina 386,676 
Kentnckj dia5,950 

. . ' 8,058,658 10 



Thns it appears that the eastern stat^* with only 
feee persons - - - 1,471,555; 

have asihuch influence in ^e senate, as" the above 
five ntiddl^ and soathern states with 3,038,058. 



vtewri. 

Free persons. Senator^ 



New Hampshire 214,460 
Vermont * 217>895 
Connecticut. 268,632 
Rhode Island 76,823 



775,810 8 



Free persooB. genatocs. 



New York "944,p3i? 
Pennsylvania 809,296 
Vn^a 582,104 

North Carolina S86.676 



2,722,108 a 



Fpurof the eastern states, whh 775,810 free persons have as 
inuch inflaehoe as four middle and southern states with 2J^]2,108 
a^d four times as much as Pennsytvaua with 799,296. 

viEwm. 

^Fr«e persons. Senatcna 
Massachusetts 700,745 
New Hampshire 514,460 



Vermont 
Connecticut 
Rhode Island 



217,895 

261,532 

76,823 



M71,555 fO 



' Frecpcnon 
Maryland / 269,044 
Virginia ' 582^104 
North Carolina 386,676 
Ohio 220,760 

Kentucky 525,950 

Tennessee 217,192 

South Cajrdina 218,75d 
Geoipa 147,215 



2^77,691 16 



/the result of this (Somparison was utterly unexpected. It 
h^ surorii^ itae Exceedingly, and wiU no doubt surprize 
the reader. It is a fair and ovcrwheJnung view of the com- 
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I^aratiye influence in the senate^ of the murmuring, discontented, 
&nd oppressed "nation of New En^land^ vriSi that ot the 
:virhdle of the ancient "slave states,*' as they are called. It ap- 
pears that the former have one irepresentative in senate for ev- 
ery ... - 147,155 free persons^ 
and that the latter have ope for every 148,605 da. 
. The addition of Louisiana h^ altered the state of the repre* 
sentatioQ. It makes ihe ratio for the slave states about 136,000» 

VIEW IV. 



Free persons. Senltors. 
Rhbde Island 76,823 
Delaware 68,497 



145,320 



Free persons. Senatonh 
NewJork 944^32 

Pennsylvania 799,296 

1,745,328 -4 



One free person in Delaware or Rhode Island, it is obvious 
from the abdve view, possesses ad much influence, in the senate 
of the United States as twiilve in New York or Pennsylvania, 
^nd one in l)elaware possesses nearly as much as fourteen in 
New York. One in Rhoae Island has more than seven in Virginia. 



VIEW V. 



Free persons. Senators. 
New Hampshire 214,460^ 
Comectitut 266,632 
Rhode Island 76,623 



557,924 6 



FroQ pe««ons. Sehators* 
Vii^inla 582,104 



528,104 2 



'Three eastern states, with 557,d^ free persons have six sen* 
ktors, and Vicginia with 582,104, has but two. 

If the wisest and btet of 4he citizens of the United States 
^aasembHed in convention, with General Washington and Dr. 
Fnmklin at tlieir head, found it necessary for the peace and 
hfippiness, and respectability of the cttiintry,' to ratify the con- 
stnution, with such prsdj|gious inequalities as are stated above, 
it is not difficult to form an opinion on the folly and ^ckedness 
of the loud complaints ot iiyustice and inecj^uality, on points to 
tiie last degree insignificant, whereby the spuit of sedition has 
been excited in the eastern states. 

The war question, it has been said) was carried by the slave 
representatives. This is an egr^ous error. The majority in 
the lower house was SO. And the whole number of slave repre* 
sentatives is only 19. So that had they been wholly rejecW^ 
the vote would have been carried. I pass over the slave repre- 

4t 
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sentatiTds from New York and Delaware, both of whom Toted 
against the war. I likewise wave the consideration of the fact, 
that eleven members from the southern staies also voted against 
the measure. 



A fair view of all the preceding tables and facts, will satisfj 
anj man not whollj destitute of truth and candour , that the in- 
terest of the eastern states have been carefully guarded in botii 
branches of the legislaCut^ of the union. Their {complaints ai^ 
t% the last degree croundl^s and factious; It will further prove, 
that Fennsj^lvanla has a stronger ground of complaint by far in 
the Sanatorial branch than the eastefn states in the other. Witii 
a population of 800^96 free persons, she has but two senators; 
whereas Vew Hampshire, yermont, Rhode Island, and Connec- 
ticut, with 775,810^ have eight The diflference is enormous 
and immense* 



Statement of the number of mefmhers in the house af represeti^ 
taHves, after the different Censi. 



New Hampshire/ 

Vermont, 

Massachusetts, 

Connecticut, 

Rliode Island, , 

New York, 

New Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, ' - 

North Carolina, 

South Cai^Uua, 

Geoj^a, 

Keatucky, 

Tennessee, 

Ohio, 

^iouisiana, 



First 


Second. 


T%lrd, 


4 


b 


6 


2 


4 


6 


U 


ir 


20 


7 


7 


7 


2 


2 


2 


10 


17 


^ 


5 


6 


(f 


1^ 


18. 


23 


I 


1 


2 


8 . 


d 


9 


T9 


22 


^ 


la 


12 


13 


6 


8 


9 


2 


4 


6 





6 


10 





S' 


6 








6 







1 



>03 



141 



189 
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CHAPTER LXIV- 



Enquiry into th$ charge against the southern states of de- 
stroying commerce^ to promote manufactures. Utterly ui^oun- 
ded. The eastern states deeply interested in manitfactifeu. 
The soiUhem the reverse. 

Let me, reader, still further tresspass on your attention. 
There is one potTit of considerable importance, on which our 
eastern fellow citizens have been egreeioqsly deceived, and 
on which it is desirable they should form correct opinions. 

That the administration and all the southern members of 
congress are actuated by an inveterate hostility to commerce, 
and that their measures have been dictated by a desire to 
destroy it, for the purpose of injuring the commercial states, 
has been assumed as an incontrovertible fact, which could 
neither be disputed nor denied. It has been, as I have sta- 
ted, re-echoed Uy governors and l^4Ator»-4)y inflammalory 
writers in newspapers — and equally inflammatory clergymen in 
their pulpits, until any doubt dt it is believed to be as wick- 
ed and heterodoxical, as a doubt of any of the miracles 
of the Koran is regarded hj the mufti at Constantinople. 

It was necessary to find some motive for this hostility. 
It would have been monstrous to assert that the southern- 
ers, as some of the eastern writers hfive stiled the people 
of the southern states, destroyed commerce to promote ag- 
griculture, and of course to advance their own interests. 
This would not stand examination, and was therefore aban- 
doned. It was however necessary tp devise some pretext. 
And, it has a thousand times been asserted, that the hostili- 
ty to commerce arose from a desire tp promote manufactures. 
And this sorry tale ba9 beyen believed by the «^ most en- 
lightened" portion of ^< the most enlightened nation in the 
world." 

The foilowiqg (acts will shew the trancendent folly of this 
allegation. 

1. The eastern states have numerous and important manu- 
fectures established on a large and extensive scale,/ 

3. The extreme sterility of a large portion of their soil^ and 
the comparative density of their population, render manu- 
facturing establishment^ indispensaUy necessary to them. 

3. They are therefore deeply and vitally interested in the 
promotion of manufactures, without which they would he in 
a great measure depopulated by the attractipns of Ae western, 
mildle, and, southern states. t 
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4. The maau&ctures of the southern states are principally in 
private bmilies. 

5. These states have ho redundant population. Their people 
^d full employment in agriculture* 

^.Thetf have therefore litUe or nointereitin Ihe promotion c^E 
manufactures. 

7, But the reduction or restriction, or injury of commerce, 
catmot faU vUaUif to injure themj by lessening the demand f or y 
and lowering the price of, Uieir prpductions. We have seen ^at 
it has produced this dfect to a mosi ruinous extent. 

Bi It irresistibljr follows, that if the southern states wantonly 
destroyed or restricted commerce, to promote manifactnres, it 
would be inflicting the most serious and vital injury on them- 
selves for the mere purpose of servins; those states to which they 
are said to bear an inveterate atid deadly hostility ! ! ! ! 

9. Whoeyer,^ possessing a^y mind, can di^sseminate those oiun- 
ions, must mean to deceive; for he cannot possibly believe theoi 
himself. 

^0. Whoever can believe in these absurdities, mav believe 
that rivers occasionally travel to their sources— ^t iambs de- 
vour wolves— that l^eat produces ice— that" thorns produce figs" 
or, what is almost as ali^unip that the soil of Massachusetts is as 
fertile, and the climate as mild, as the climate and soil of South 
Carolina or Georgia. 



CHAPTER LXV. 



Militia dffenee. Sifitem t^ Classification proposed in Cmigress 
Rejeepsd. Auiful outcry. 

X OWARBS the t^loseofthe late war with Great Britain. 
an attempt wasmade in Congress to employ in the defence or 
liie nation a portion of the imlitia, in a mode iiie most simple, 
the most practicable, the most efficient; and at the same time, 
the least burdensome, that was ever adopted in any countrf • 
Those persons tbrodghout the IJnited States, who are sutiject 
to militia duty, were to be divided into classes, each of twenty- 
five. Every class was to furnidi one of its mebbers, who was to 
f^erve for oneyear,ordunne'tiie war, and whose bounty was to 
be contributed bj ^e rest of the class in certain proportions. Or, 
if none of the class thought proper to serve, a recruit was to be 
enlisted at their joint expense.* - 

. . - ' • . ■ / 

^Tlieseweie the grand in^ortantfeatuies of various jdans aobmittedto 
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4g^ttn9t this noble gystem of defence, go equitable^ so jnst 
80 aAexceptionable«-p-9o adequate to its end— «o easj and free 
from burden to our citiiens^o likely to bring the war to a close, 
by convincing the enemy of the impossibility of making any im- 
']iression on us^-there was a most hideous outcry raised in and 
•ujt of con^;ress*-4m outcry highly disgraceful and factious. It 
>iras branoed. with the odious name of ^ Conscriptianj^^ and iden- 
tified with the horrible system of Bonaparte, whereby the whole 
male population of Prance was subject to his despotic will and 
pleasure. 

The attempt was of course defeated. To the passions of the 
people the most inflammatory appeals were m^e. A most la- 
mentable delusion prevailed on the subject. Many of our citi- 
zens were, by unceasing efforts, led to believe, that the plan was 
wholly unprecedented m this country; that it was utterly uncon- 
stitutional and pernicious; and that it was intended as the basis 
of a n^ilitarjr despotism. And to such an awful extent was the 
firenzy carried, that open resistance was not obscurely threaten- 
ed. Sexegenarian veterans, shaking their hoary locks, and bur- 
nistuug their rusty, revolutionary arms, were disposed to punish, 
at the point of the bayonet, those whom they were taught to re- 
gard as violators of the constitution. 

It 13 hardly possible to conceive of a more awful delusion. 
Never were the public cullibility and credulity more miserably 
played upon. For, as I have already stated, it is hardly possi- 
ble to contrive a plan of public defence more just, more ration- 
al, more unexceptionable, or more efficient 

Let us examine the matter. ^ Recruits for a year, could have 
been readily procured at anjr time for two hundred dollars. Of 
course the tax on each individual, of twenty-five persons bound 
tofornish a recruit, would be only eight r dollars, for, which he 
would be exempt from all the dangers, aQd hardships, ana pri* 
yations of a military life ! 

The British government would probably h:^ve made immeiij;e 
sacrifices to prevent the establishment of such a system, it was 
the measure most really formidable and efiicieht against her ve- 
teran armies, that had been devised. But surely this ought to 
have been no reason why American legislators should oppose it 
or why the factious and tumultuous meetings, held to denounce 



Congreti^ and to the Legidature of Pennsylvania, whick were absurdly and 
diigracemny rejected. There were some unessential differences between 
ttiem,notwrthsttenti<min this discusgioo. To the honour of the snlig^t- 
cned patitet LegUitare of NeW'^Toric, they were m>t deterred by the wxetch- 
«d clamour that prevailed on this subject. They pasted an act to raise 
10,000 men on the classi6cation plan. 
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the system, should be eulogh&ed as displays of *^ tkp> ^rit of se- 
venttf'SiX'*^* Had such a wretched spint prevailed in '76, this 
glonous country would never have emerged from its colonial and 
dependent state. 

From the extreme abhofrei^ce of wars and fishtings, manifest- 
ed by some of tHe members of congress— -from their ^frailings, and 
lamentations, and strong sensibilities, at the possible loss of a 
single life, a strange;: flight suppose they were qudters orme- 
nonists, who Were not merely conscientiously scrupulous against 
carrying arms themselves, but principled against warfare alto- 
gether. And from the delica<5y of th^m cpn&tutional exception^ 
and objections, it might be reasc^nably presumed, if the consti; 
tution were not at war with such f^ presumption, that there was 
no power given, or intended to be conveyed to the general goT- 
emment, to command or coerce tl^e military service of any indi- 
vidual citizen. It would appear, th^t |he citizens of the United 
States had obtained letters |)atent from Heaven for enjoying all 
the benefits of society and ofself-ffovernm^nt, without risking ei- 
their Ufe or limb— or shedding ft ^rop of blood in their defence. 

While the public delusion on this topic f46te4, a\^ument was 
useless. Prejudice, and passion, and irrationality, almost ant^ 
versally predominated, iout every species of folly and madness 
has its day. After its spell is dissolved, it becomes harmless an4 
inoffensive. It is then a fair subject of inquiry and invest^tion. 
The understanding of the public may be addressed with a tolera- 
ble chaj^ce of success. 

I therefore venture to diccuss the subject, and solicit the calm 
attention of the reader. In case of future wars, from which we 
cannot hope to be exempt, it may be of considerable impprtance 
I mean the most eligible mode of public defence. 

I therefore undertake to prove these seven propositions : 

l.That there is no principle more clearly recognized and es-. 
tablished in the .constitutions and laws of iiie several states, than 

THE RIGHT OF SOCIETY TO REqUIRE AND COERCE, AS WELL AS THE 
BUTT OF THE CIT1ZE« TO AFFORD, HILI'mRT SERVICE FOR THE 
GENERAL DEFENCE. 

2. That the power of congress to call forth, and order 
the employment of, the militia, in cases of ^ invasiony rebel- 



*Jn sereral parts of the union, factious mecting$ were held todenouace 
this plan, whoBC proceedings were detailed in many of our papeiSiheaikd 
m large letters with tfee words, « SF^^ OF 76,** 
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YiQUj or imurrection, is as clearly established as any other power 
vested in that body. 

3. That the mode of drafting, generally pre^ribed by the 
militia laws of the several Stated, is oppressive, uneqiud, and un- 
just. • 

4. That the force so drafted is generally ineflScient, and enor- 
mously expensive. 

5. lliat the system of classification iA the most impartial-— 
the most efiEicaciou^— and the least oppressive mode of calling 
into operation the militia, of aniy . of the plans that have ever 
been devised. 

6. That the proposed system of clasisification prevailed during 
the revolution--and of conrse^ instead of bavins been borrowed 
from Bonaparte by our present rulers, wa^, if oorrowed at all, 
borrowed by France from this country. 

7. That the classification or conscription system, most elabo- 
^tely matured by General Knox, and stamped with the ^eal of 
Ceneral Washington's approbation, was more strict and exten- 
sive in its provisions, than any of ti^e recent pla^s. 



CHAPTER LXVI. 

Right of Society to coerce^ and duty of CUixens to afford milt' 
tary service^ recognized by the Constitutions andJawsoftht 
severed states. 

JL O establish my first point, that << there is no principle • 
more clearly recognized and established, in the constitutions 
and laws oi the several states, than the right of society to re- 
quire and coerce, as well as the duty of &e citizen to afford, 
military service for the general defence," I submit to the reader, 
#ie most satis&ctory extracts from the constitutions .of New- 
Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, New -York, PennsylvaniaV 
Delaware, a9d Kentucky; and from the militia laws ot Massa- 
chusetts Connecticut, lUiode-Island, Ncw-York,. New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Georgia, and Kentucky. 
These are all the states whose statute books I have b^en able to 
procure. 

The declaration of rights of the etate of New-Hampshire, 
expressly provides that 

<* BTery member of the commuBi^ has a rigbt to be protected by it, in 
the enjoyment of his life, liberty, and property: he is therefore bound to 
contribute his share to th« expense of such protection; and dj^O YIELt) 
lUS PERSONAL SERVICE WHEN NECESSARY, &r an equivaUrU, 

It gives the governor for the time being complete and plenar/ 
pewen ^ by himielf or any chief commander or officers.^' 
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*' To train, instruct, exercise, and govern the nulttiii and nkry; and for th* 
special defence- and safety of the state, to assemble in maftnl amy, and 
put in warlike posture the inhabitants thereat; and to lead and conduct 
thcmi and^th them eneountery repobe, xepe)» resist, ind pursue • by fi>roe 
of armsb s^ - well by sea as by lan^ within and without the Emits of the 
state, every such person or persons as shall at any future time attempt the 
(lestruotion, invasioa, detriment, or annoyance ^f me state." 

'- . ' . 

It further invests tBe governor with the mighty aad treniendoi» 
|)ower, * ' ■ '-' . ' 

** To use and exercise over the army and nary, and over the militia in ac- 
tual sendee, THJB LAW MARTIAL IN HMg OF WAB^ Il!rVASiO>N, 
AND ALSO IN REBELLION, declared by^ the legislature to exists as mxa- 
aion shall necessarily require." 

Nothing can be more clear and explicit than th^se proyinoiis. 
They level in the duftt the yolurnes of rant and declamation^ 
which have been uttered in congress, and with which the preds 
has teemed, on this important topic. ' 

The constitution of the state, of Massachusetts contains' the 
same provisions, couched in the- very same words as thilt of New- 
Hampshire. One has been obviously copied from the other. It 
is therefore unnecessary for me to make any extract from that 
of the former state* i refer the reader to the volume of the 
Constitutions of the United States. 

The constitution of New-Yoric explicitly declares tiiat 
" ^^hereas it is of the utmost importance to the safety of evety state, that 
it should always be in a condition of defence, and IT IS THE DUTY 
OF EVERY MAJ^ WHO ENJOYS THE PROTECTION OP SOCIETY, 
TO BE PREI^ARED AND WILLING TO DEFEND FT. Therefore thfa 
convention, in the name and by the authority of the j[ood people of this 
state, doth ordain, deteimine, and declare, that the militia of this stated ai all 
times hereafter, as weU in peace as in war, shall be armed and disckiliiied, 
and IN READINESS FDR SERVICE/' 

The declaration of rights of the constitution of Vermont^ 
states that 

« Everv member of sodety hath a right to be protected in the enjoyment 
of life, liberty, and property / and therefore is bound to coatribute bis m- 
portion towaj^s the expenses of that protection, and YIELD HE9 tVM- 
80NAL SERVICE, when necessary, or an equivalent theretOk****.Xor«jn 
any man w ho is conscientiously scrupulous of bearmg arms, be justly cqvh 
pelled Uiercto,IF BE WILL PAT SUCH BQUIVAliNT." 

The old constitution of Pennsylvania is in unison with those 
already quoted — ^viz. 

'( Every member of socie^ hath a right to b* protecUd in the eaJpyneBt 
of hfe, liberty, and property; axid therefore is bound to contribute litf pro- 
portion towards the expense of that protection, or an equivalent tfaeretoi b«t 
no part of a man's pr<^>etty can be justly taken £rom him, and app&ed to 
public uses, without nia consent, or that of his legal rspreaentalives: nor am 
any man who is conscientiously scnipulous of bearing ann% be justly ooai- 
pelled thereto, if he' wlU p«y such an raiivalent" 

The existing constitution of rennayJlvania is equally clear: 

** The freemen of this commonweahh ihafl be amti ann diwylhmd te 
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its defence. Tlx>$e who consc^entiouily scruple to bear arms, sliall not be 
^eofflpeOed to do so; but o:j*shsll pay an equivalent for penonal serrioc.*' 

Kentucky hol<ts the same lii^ag^— 

*• The freemen of this commonwe2th (negroes, imilattoe^ and Inr^ians ex- 
fcepted) q:^ shall be anrted and diseiphned for its defence. ' Those who con*, 
sclentiously scruple* to bear ai^^s, shall not be compelled to do so; but 
CU*shall pay an equivalcat for personal service.** 

The old constitution of Delaware bad a clause nearly verbatim 
witli some of the preeeding— ^ 

, *« Every member of society hafli a right to be protected in the enjcgrment 
pf life, liberty, and property; ah4 is therefore bound to contribute {lis propor- 
tion towards the expense of that protection, and QCj^YlELD HIS PERSONAIj 
^E^VICB, when necessary, or an equivalent thereto." 

. I presume I m)fi;ht here dismiss the subject It is iir possible 
to resist the conviction the foregoing clauses flash on the mind. 
They strike dead cavilling and casui^^try, declamation and sophis- 
try /as with the forked lightning. The wisest and best men of 
seven states, ensaged in the aU-important duty of framing forms 
of government for their fellow, citizens, soletnnly recognize flit 
paramount right of society to coerce, and the imperious duty of 
the citizen to afford personal service, or an e(|uivalent^ for the 

Eneral defence. And the tntellisent and resectable men, who 
imed the constituUons of New-iiAmpshire and Massachusetts, 
invested, the governors with the power >o lead the milttia in pur- 
suit of an enemy, " wi^hiuand wHkfitd the ^sMi^^ Md to exercise 
IMLARTIAL LAW on ihemilkia^ as well as on the tegular army* 
I now proceed to detail the leial provisions op this point* They 
will be found equally clear and coiickisiye. I begin with Mas- 
sachusetts* 

•'Whenever the «yvemor, or commander iu bUef, sbati order a detach^ 
)nent from tlie miutia aforesaid, and any person who shall be detached in 
obedienceof such orders, beifijr duly notified thereof, and otderedto march 
to the place of rendezvous, shah neelcct or i^ftise to obey such order, or shall 
DOtt within twenty-fouh hours aAer he shall have been notifted as aforesaid, 
pay a fine of ten pounds to the captain or commanding officer of the companV * 
to which he shall belong, or procure an able-bodied man in his stead, 
(rWUCti PERSON SllAIX BECONSIDKUED AS A SOLEttEB IN SUCH 
SbTACHMENT, \ND be dealt WrTH ACCORDINGLY; and in all cSv 
ses where the said fine shall be })aid, the same shall be applied to hiring 
men ^r any service which shall be required of the company under the com* 
mand of the captain or officer who shall receive the same.*^ 

Should any commissioned officer of the militia refuse to make 
A detachment from the corps under his. command, for the purpose 
of repelling invasion, suppressing insurrection, &c. then 

. * Permanent laws of Massachusetts, vol T. |«ge 314. 
60 
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« In addi^on to the punishment which may b« ii^icted b^r rirtue ol ai^ 
act foP feg^ulating tlie militia, if convicted thereof beTore the justices of tfaf^ 
supreme judicial court^e shall be subject to be fined in a sum notexceedii^ 
fil'ty pounds, and to be adjudged incapable of sustaining any office in this 
commonwealth for a term not exceeding ten yfsars; to either op both of ih% 
Kud penalties according to the aggtavatidn ef th^ offence and circumsitaiioes 
of the offender, as to Uic justices of the said court shall seem meet 
' «' And be it further enacted. That if any person, whethep non-conuiui^ 
^oned officer br private, and belonging either to the train band'.or alaxm 
list, who shaU be detached or ordered to march for the support of the civil 
authority, or suppressiop of any insurrection, existing or apprehended, as 
i^oresud, s^all refuse of neglect to march, armed and equipped, in the man- 
ner and at the time which the officer by whom he shall be detached shall & 
rect, or shaU desert or leave the service before he shall be r^ulariy dischao^- 
ed, if convicted thereof before the justices .of the supr^n^e judicial cotut,, he 
shall be subject to be fined at th^ discretion of the said court, in a sum not 
exceeding ten pounds. - 

"And be it tiirther enacted by the authority aforessud. That if ai^r persoi^ 
in pub^c qt private conversation, or bjr any ways, or means, shall dissuade dP 
endeatour to prevent any military officer itom performing t^e duty required 
()f him by this act, or any person of persons, detached or ordered to insach 
fdfc the purpose aforesaid, horn marching to the place of rendezvous^ or 
f|H)ro tontinuing in the service until regularty discharged, each person so of- 
fending, being convicted thereof as aforesaid, shall pay a ^ne to the use o^ 
the commonwcahh, not exeeedinff FIFTYPOUNIW, and shaU recognize for 
his good behaviour for a term not exceeding three yeai^*** 

I hope the reader will compare these sections with the most 
ligofous of those contained in Mr. Monroe's or Mr. Giles's plans. 
Candour will compel hiin to acknowledge, that the latter are in.- 
comparably less burdensome iind oppressive than Ae fsrmer. 

Tne statute of Connecticut fespecting the mili^ mlopts the 
regulation t)f the act <^f c'lUg^ess, wher&y every freo able-bodied 
M'hite maii^ between the ag^s of l^and 45, is declared subyect 
to militia Vitit/. It further txettpts qOakers fiNm^that^ doty, on 
the payment, of Ihree^ dollars and' ii^rif cents ^fier aWnum. It 
then inve^ the captahl-seuBral with, powj^, in certain sptdfied 
cases, to order tmt^v^tk^ whoU of tJie militia ornMilary force 
of the stflfe. . I submit Ihe very stren^ ande^r^ssive clause t* 
the reader: • « 1 • - 

*' Thii c^iUdIl gtncra^, tit, m liis absen<5e^ tire next commanding officer cf 
fliatc, is herrbj^ atitlKiris^d and erfipowered, as he may jirii^ necessary upon 
hit occasion^ on an a]M;tn^ invaiaon, or notice of the i^pearance of an ene- 
j[\\% either br scaor laiid, to order out the WHOLfc oi^^u^y part of the miL 
Miijy fiJi'ce of" rtiJssiate; id issemblp and put the same in warlike rider, and 
lie same to lead, order, arid eiiipjo^ for the assistance or relieving any 4|fthe 
iiihabUanis of this state, nitjicked by an enemy, or in danger thel^of; and 
gcm-rallj to hsue and publiah, by proper ^taff or orderly officer, suitor- 
tk'Ts as lie shiUI judaic expedk'ut,to carry into execution the intent anddc'/ 
if\pi of thii act"f 

The militia law of New-»yprk ie equally clear and explicit^ 

• Idem, page 330. 

t Statute Iaws.of Goimcctiflut, pdgt 310 ' 
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^ The commander in cheif of this state may, in case of invasion or other 
«lBergencyy When he shall jud^ it necessary, order oiit — ANY PUOPOH- 
TION OF THE MIUTIA OF THIS STAT^ TO MARCH TO ANY FAftT 
TUSRBOF, and continue 'as long as he may tliinlD necessary': and likewise < 
Biay in consequence of an a{>plicationof the executive of any of the United 
Sti^ea, on an invasion or insurrection, or an ap|ir«hension <» an invasion of 
such .sUte,— AT HI3 DISCRETION order ANY NUMBER OF THE MI- 
•LITIA, not exceeding one third partthewof,--TO SUCH ?TATB ; Provi- 
ded. That tney be &ot compelled to contintie oh duty out of this state more 
than fotty days at any qne time; that while in actuat service, in consequence 
of being called out, they shall receive the saipe pay and rations, and be sub- 
ject to the same rules and regulations as' the troops of the United States of 
America.'** 

New.-Jersey has not been deficient in msd^in^ simUar pro* 
vision lor the pubUc. safety. Her militia law declares^ 

^ That the commander in d^ef of this state, f^t the time being, may, in 
case of invanon or otner emergency,— WHEN HE SHALL JUDGE TV NE- 
C^S^ARY, onler out any pro|^nio^ of the. militia of this state, io fnarch to 
any part thereof, andcontinuie as long as he may th'mk it necesaary, not ex- 
ceeding two months.*'! 

She imposes a heavy and burdensome fine on delinquents 
—a fine which the poorer classes cannot pay, and which of 
course, inevitably compels them to the aervice* 

•• Any person refusing or neglecting to perform his tour of du^, or to pro- 
cure a mbstitute, shall pay a fine of twehty '4ollafs for every such neglect or- 
xdhsaLir 

** If any militia man shall desert while he is on atoor of dutjr, he shall be 
fined in any sum not exceeding twenty dollars ibr every taftit offpice ; or jnay 
W hnprisoned for any time not exceeding two months^ at the discretion of a 
court maitial; and if a non-commissioned officer, hef shaU also b^ degrade^ and 
placed in the ranks."§ • ' < 

I next proceM to state the law in Pennsiylvania.— -The 
•ame good sense that presided over the decision oh thb sub* 
ject in the other itaies, is djscemibte here: % ~ 

f «* Whenever {t hiay be necessary to call into actual service any part of the 
niilitia» in case of rebellion, of actual threatened invaaioDi of this or any of 
tiie neighboaring states, then-^ ^ball and inuay be lawful fof the governor to 
oeder into actual service, SUCH PART OF, TH^ M^iTXA, BY c3LA8ES, AS 
THE EXIGENCY MAY REQUlhE ; provided that the part so called* doth 
not exceed four classes of the militia or any brigade.^j' 

« If any militia man shall desert while he is on a tour of cb^>— he shall b^ 
fined thir^-two dollars for eveiy sueh offence, and be obhjpd to niarch oit 
the next tour of duty, under the same penalties as at irst If a non-commis- 
sioned officer shall so desert, he shall be degraded and placed in the ranks ; 
ahall pajr a fine of thirty-six doUara i and be obliged to serve another tour as 
> private."! 

«« The militia of this state, while in the actual service thereof or of the 
United States, ahall be tubject to the same rules and reffulation9 as the 
fedend army.*!** 

* Laws of the state of New.York» vol. I pafl;e 513. 

t Ptttenon's laws of New-Jersey, page 4&. 

i Idem, page 442. % id&t, page 441 

I Pardon's Abridgment of the Lawsof PemisylvaDia, p 381 

1 Idem, p.384. «^ Idem* p. 3»S. 
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The little state of Debrarare recoenixes the utme princir 
pies*— the fiame rights«-?the same Suties-— of which I haTiT 
shewn the recognition in so many other states. 

** The governor shall have full ]>ower a^d authori^,in case of an invaakm. 
rebellion» • or insorrection within this state.— or any of the nei|^ib<NiriBe 
states, to c»U into i|ervice^-sueh partof the milii&abjr daaaefl^ as to him ibaS 
seem necessacjr ; and in case of the absence of the ffovemor of this slsfte» on 
any insuirectioih rebe]Uon> or invasion, the coinniaiiaiii^. officer of each bfi- 
gs!de is hereby authorized and directed to issue his orders tp <^ out such 
part' of the inilitiitas he may judga imniiediately necessary ^ . 
- The provisions of the miiitia law of Maryland areequaUjr 
strong and unequivocal. 

M In all cases where a Imlitia Bun mav be drafted to perform a tour of duty, 
under the laws of this stat^— he shall be considered as a soldier snd- Kabie 
to all the duties as auch, sinless he shall furnish a substitiitet and the lieu- 
tenant-cokmel of Ae regiment, (M-cominanding affi^er of the extra battafion, 
as the ease. mi^ be» to which be may belong, shall be the sole judges of the 
quah6oation 4» aaid substitute ; aad--may receive or reject him at tfadr <&- 

cretion-"t 

«< If a suddea invasion shall be made into anjieounty in this state, or m-caae 
of an insurrection in any county^ the oomjnanfing officer in such county ir 
hereby AUTflORlSm AND REQUIRED to o^r out THE WBOUE^ or 
such part of his militia as he may think neceisarv, and in such manner as Ke 
nuiy thmk best, for repelling such mnsioh, or suppressing such msunection ; 
and shall cdl on the com m a n din g ^ officers of regiments in the ai^aceiit oovn| 
ties, tor such aidas lie may thmk necessary ; who shall fgtthvith in filce 
manner fumiah the samc^t 

By the militia law of the state of Georgia, every male cit- 
izen, who has resided within the state for ten daySj if of tb«r 
{u*oper age^ is subject to p^fbrm military dafy.$ Tins car- 
ries the nffhtt>f society to coei^ the citizens to military daty 
in public defence^ to the utmost extent. 

The dntyoftheg6Tenior,inthec^^ of insurrection or inva- 
sion, is as explicitly and unequivocally stated 'in ^e miUtialaw 
of Georgia, as in -die laws already quoted : 

« His excellency the governor is herel^en^poweied to assemble and ' ^b* 
body such part of the militia of the state as he may mm time to time think 
necessaiyyto rep^any invasion, insurrection, or rebellion,. which may hap- 
pen within the same, and to order such officers to command tiic said miliua 
as he may seefiL**^ 

Kentucky has been equally mindful of the great duty of 
making adequate provision fot the public* safety, with her sister 
states: 

« Eveiv able4>odied male citisen, of this or any ot th^ United States, lesi- 
ding in this state, wha is of the ageof euzhteen and under forty-five^ shaH 
be enrolled by the commanding officer of the company within whose bounda 
he may reside."*^ ... 

♦ Laws of Dehware, CWilmington^ 1^3,) p. 213, 
t Kelt/s Uws oC Maryland, v^l H 1798, chap, a 

♦ Ibid. § Digest of Uws of Geoi^gia, page 4^0. 
Udem, page 465 V- 
*• Touhnin's Laws of Kentucky* p. 7a 
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MT|iego^enK>r«tian have power to can forth sodb gaitt of the militia aa 
he may Judge ne^esaair, m time of wat, invaaioii, or msuirectic^ or. vheii 
die danger may be aach that the public safety shall require it 

«« The miBia, when in flie sennce of this state, al^ be govenied by the 
articles of war, which afaafl be in force in the continentia army.^ 

By the law •( Rhode. IsUnd, like Ae cthera I &av0 quoted, 
the militia, when io actua) seryice, are regained as soldiers, and 
sidriect ta martii^ law— - ^ 

<< whenever the military force of this state, or any part thereof shaQ be 
called into ao^ service, it ahaJl be aubjeet to tfie articles of war, prescribe 
ed by congress for the government of the troops of the United^Statea/'j- * 

These are, as I haye already observed, all the states whose 
statute laws I have been able to procure. Tb^ are, I jireauhiey 
ftdequate to the purpose* It is mt to J>e douoted, that umiUur 
^omioQs odst in alt the others, 

QH^PTER LXVn. 

J^otoer of. Congress to call out the MUitiai The ustud mode of. 
■ drafting oppressive^ uneqwUf, and unjust. 

JdY secQflid positiop is, ^ that the power of congress to cal\ 
forth, and order the e'mploymeiltof, the militiA^ is as clearlj es<j 
iablished as any other power vested in that bochr." 

The general defence of the nation is connded to congress. 
This is their incumbent duty. The means and power to perform 
this duty are vested in them hy the constitution. They are an« 
tiiorized and empowered— i 

** To raise and support armies*" 
The exercise ot this power has not been, nor can it be, called 
iq question. They are further authorized and empowered.^ 
' <*To provide for calling forth the militia to execute the laws of the union; 
snppreas insurreotiona; and repel invasions.** 

1 beg the reader will carefully examine this clause over and 
over. It requires the most serious and sober reflection. Hera 
is a tjear, explicit and most unequivocal power given to the 
general government bjr the constitution of the United Slates, to 
call for£ the militia in three specific cases. One is << to repe( 
ittvosion." The country was ^^invaded^^^ during the last war. 
And yet every attempt to carry this power into operation, in 
the mode most efficient and least burdensome, was opposed an4 
defeated by men of high standing, ^at talents, and profession . 
a scored regard to the honour and interests of theif' country iTf 
^d the Whole of the opposition rested on the absurd, the unteo* 

•Idem, p. ao. 

t PubKc Lawa of the state of Bhode Idand and Providence Flantttioiii 
Frovidcncc,ir9f. Page 440. ^^ ■ ^^^ 
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able ffTOimd of the tneasure bdng ^^uneons^MumdJ* And 
tfiis wretched pretext was blindly admitted aHiFilefended by it 
iarse portion of oar citi^ns ! It will be difficult for posteri^ to 
give credence to th^ exiatente of such miserable MI7 on tki^ 
part of th^ ancestors, who had yearly put on record the hmhI- 
^ declamation^ tfaat<^ey wer^ the most enli^tencid' nation on 
the surface of the £lobe. 

As a specimen of the declamajdon uhed cm this subject, I annex 
a short extract from a speech deliTered by Cyrus King; member 
0f the house of representatives of the United States, firom the 
state of Massachusetts. 

«If what I have urged, win fiot indiicc you to wrest the progress of this 
biD, 1 appeal to you, I beseech ifou, as friends tb hUnwUiity, to spare the tcsis 
whichthe pas9afl;e of this bin waU cause to flow! I wpeal to you as Others, 
by'eveiy endeaxuig tie whidi binds you to your childrea, not to deprive ihe 
aged parent of the child of his youth ! - the supportand sobce^of his de- 
cfiningyeais! lest you brinifhis^graylMiir^ with aonw to the grave! I en- 
treat you to make the case your own! sup|»o6e adariing child ! an' only sou 
snatcnedfromyouby the scourge of war! in the language of grief and of 
iiature, you would exclaim: "would to <H)d I had died fbrthee, O Absokxn^ 
tny son ! my son !*• • * 

This was the miserable rant by wWct our fathers |md w 
mothers— onr wives and our. children-— our towns and our cities 
were deprived of protection, and, but fw the peace, would have 
been delivered defenceless to the.enemy ! - 4 

Mr. Miller, of New York was e()ually eloquent in his denuo- 
oiations of this system* I lay before 4he rea<^rs^a specimen of 
the cogent and convincing ai^^meifts he used :-— 

<<I object, air, to the wh(^ system of force and coercion: and oontead 
that under this constitution you have no right to raise armies except by toI- 
«ntaiy enlistment; and fuxther, that if you had the right, itr ^owd not be 
discreet to exercise it 

■i f' The plan wbich gentlemen wish adopted is conscription ! Thej caUit 
classification and penalty— clasnfication and draH— air, Vicrt is poison in the 
dish; ffamish itas youplcase, tibere ispttison stifl. You cafi it dasaification! 
I stickle notfor names—** a rose by any odier name would saeU as sweet'' 
Is this cIa8si£M»tiaa ? <* Disguise thyself as thou wilt, slavery, stiH thoo ana 
hitter draught" The times demand that things should be caOed by thdr 
right names— this is conscription, and with ieatores, more hideous, than are 
to be fixmd in the en^loded anrstem of our unfortunate cousin of Elba. 
' **Bytbis system the people of these United States, wi^l be instmntlyan^ 
y«rdd^ttranstormed into sotdiers— the ordunaiy pursuits # life most be a- 
bandcmed, for the perils and vexations of a camp ! Our peaceful occupations, 
must he forsaken. The merchant must quit his counting house; the &mier 
his ploegl^ the mechamc his workshop; the profesrional man his pursuits 
—all, all iftust beonne soldiers !— Our sons and our brothers, those who are 
tbbe the <*f4ture men ot this oountiy, instead of laying &c fbuudation for 
future usefiilness, must be subjected to the moraX ana ph}'aical ei^ of a 
««omp. All the habits of domestic IHe moat be annihilatqd, and aH its endear- 
mtots outraged or ^ksregarded The husband must be torn from his wife and 
children, and the child forcibly separated from the society and protection 
of his parents. I beseech gentlemen to pause before they veiAure upoo a 
system like this^ 
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, (> Thi« pUn violates thecflpstitutionof yourcountiy; it invades the ri|^ 
Df Che state governments; it is a direct infringement of their sovereigiKvi 
It concentrates ail power in .t|ie general ^emment,.and deprives the stated 
0f their «*necessar> security." ; It does away all claim to personal freedom; 
It is a daring attempt upon the rig^hts and liberties of this people. 

.«< Armies are the forces h^ the United States, with which *hey are to carrr 
•n thdr wars; and ar^ subject to .their exclusive jurisdiction and contraul 
But the nulitia, are the state troops, whjth congress bave no power to ruse.^* 
They ire a force exbting,k^owp andiuJcjipwledged at the time of the adop. 
tioti of this constit^tion; esdsUng withpift the aid or occurrence of tibi« 
general government Thp ^nerd power over the, miliiia resides in the- 
states; a particular authority for objects defined^ was carved<out of that gcO' 
eral power, and granted to tlie United States/* ^ 

When the reader has attentively periisckl all thiV riupsodr;, 
«nd is almost conyinced of the frightful despotism which wasi 
preparitig to swallow lip our freedom and happiness, in order to 
calm the etMiUitions of his indignation-*.to restore 4us tranquility 
-^r^e hsis only to read two linea of the constitutfcn gninting the 
power, and dictating the* duty' of the general government, ^^to 
call forth the mUitia^ to repel invasion J^ Let him then ascer- 
tain the fact, that the country was actually invaded. nt the very 
time wKen lyi r. Miller so con^dentljr in ti^e face of the oonstitu- 
tion, dared to assert that <«the militia are the state troops, which 
^ngrese have no vower to raise.^* When he has proceeded thus 
far, he wiH soon oe convinced that all the long, declamatory and 
inflammatory speeches on this subject, which occupied so many 
wcn^sof the time of congress^ were mete '*sottnd atidfUf^yJ^ 

To return. The constitution fiirtb^ authorizes the general 
government-^ 

« To provide for orttnizing; aniung, and disciplitoing the rajiitiaj, and for 
foventing #u)?h part « them as nuiy be elnployed.in tlie seivicc of the 

This last power iS merely limited and qualified by the reser- 
vation, to the several states, of tlie appointment of officers, and 
of training the metu The limitation is in these words: 

"^iBosfirviiig to tie states respectiv.ely the appointment of the officers, and 
me ti/lthonty of trainiQg the militia^ accordiq^ to the discifdine proposed by 
congress * 

, A taifSk and candid review of these clear delegations of power^ 
oaiindt fail to result in a conviction, that in all oases of obstruc- 
tion^ to the laws*'— of insurrection— or invasionr— the right, the 
power, and the du^ of congress, to order out iht militia, is a^^ 
clear a rig^t, power, and dut]r»aa ever were conveyed or .ordaid* 
ed by any insthiment, public er private. It .GoUow^, that the at- 
tempt to defeat this grant of power, #as anti-federal and factious, 
aid nad a tendency to destroy the government. 
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I 8HAU, now proceed tq.ptoTe» <^fliat Hie existiw in#de irf* 
Sriiftiiig the inUitift, is oppre^siTe, unequal and imjti&t'^ 

In nearly aH tiie states, is we have deen^ the gjovenior is em- 
powered, in certain specific cases,, to call the milttia into service^ 
in such numbers and proportions ^ h^ majc judge proper. He 
possesses pl^ary diseretionlry powers. .He may raise the 
whole in three or four tbuntie^, or he may divide thfcm. eqtially 
^ong all the counties ia the state. 

Thb discretionary po#er is hi^riily eiceptionaUe f^ the sroud 
of fayouriteism, anais in ^ect nostility with th^^ ^neralsmrit 
of all our institutions, which, uniyersally define duties and lunit 
powers with great . precision. It will not, it cannot be denied^ 
that it is liable to considerable abus^. 

But I shall not consider the danger of ite abuse; The dis- 
cussion of this,objection,^ffreat and nowerfui as it is, dees not 
come within my present jNan. 1 shiul suppose the power exer- 
cised with sound jud^ent and strict impartiality, so far .as the 
latter requisite isco^ipatible with' the present system. It is still 
liable to the most serious and solid ejections. It is radieallj 
and incurably defectiye. Its operation is unjiist, unequal, and 
oppressiye. Let us examiiie how it is caitied into operation. 

Stippodng there are t^n counties In a state, each containiiig 
10)000 nuUtiai— and that the presence of an inyading foe induces 
the president to ^la^e ^ call upon the goyemor for a draft of 
5,000 men.' It is bbyipus, that the most equitable and impaKial 
modeot drafting tKem, according to the present miserable sys- 
^m, will be, to make a requisite of 50p out of each county. But 



the call ,1s generally made on two, or three neighbourhoods, as 
near to the place, of danger as possible, while tiie remainder of 
ihe smt^ is wholly exen\pi Th^ extreme oiypression and iiyoa- 
tice of tids mode is too palpable to reqnir^ enforcement. And ii 
is impossible to remove the radical Injustice of ^Ms plan; for id 
whatever way thev arc drawn, the burden, the risk of heidth 
and life, the sacrifice of bustn^si the eiqpenses of k camp, abd 
all the other disadVimtaces of military, duty, which ought to be 
borne or paid tbr,equjrily by 100,000 persons, falls exctasively 
on 5,000. It is impossible for the human mind to conceive of 
any system more unequal, mor^ apjust, more i^urd, or more 
contemptible. Five thousand citizens bear all the burden of 
military service, for tiie protection of 95,000, who neither ruB 
risk, incur expenses, nor suffer any inconvenience I 

It is an arduous task to impress the public mind with a 
comet sense of the folly 4>r absurdity of laws or customs^ 
which have ^ grown wUh ihe grawW^ of secieiy. This 

J 
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render^ it difficulty in all countries, to sain a fair or patit^dl 
hearing for arguments against the established order of things^ 
tiowever contrary to reason, common sense, or common jus- 
tice. But let . us, in oridor to display the injustice of this 
wretched principle, extend it to the affair of taxation. This 
will render it ,more palpable and striding. Suppose a law 
were passed to oblige 5,000 meh to pay all the taxes of 95,000 
others who were them^elvee to be totally exempt from tax- 
ation ! What an uproar woul4 it pot. excite ! Th^ Clamour 
would be loud and geperal with jthe parties that suffered .the 
injustice, who woultjl by force resbt the operation of it. . Yet 
the injustice of such a law is far inferior to that of. tk^. ex- 
isting militia system, to which we submit without murmur— r 
and not merely submit without murmur, but were of late sensieir 
lessly ready to rise in insurrection, to prevent any meliora* 
tion of such vile oppression \ I say inferior ; because the bur- 
den of military service is far more oppressive than the bur- 
den of tipuition. If this do not prove the propriety, truth, 
and justice of our claim to the title df ^ the most enlighten^ 
ed nation in the world,'' I am afraid it will nev^r he es- 
tablished. 



CHAPTER LXVIII. 

in^ficieneji, of milUia generally. Extravagantly expensive^ 
General frashington*s tesHvumy tm the subject JuU and 



complete* 



Ml 



\ 



LT fourth position is, that ^ the force thus dlrafted is 
^herally inefficient, and ruinously expensive." 

At present the militia are collected toeether in a disorder- 
ly and irregular manner. Th6 materiaiB are as discordani 
a«d incoherent as the mind can conceive. They ard 
unaccustomed to discipline — they have very loose ideas on the 
sutjisct of subordination. They have little experience — ^less 
military skill— little confidence in themselves— litUe in their 
officers— and their officers are not so void of justice as 
to lavish any lai^ portion of confidence on them.* 

• <* To place any dependence on itiilitia,— is aaturedl^ resliiii^ tfpon a bro- 
ken staff-— men just dragged from tlie tender scenes ot domestic life— -unac^ 
customed to the din of arm»— totally unacquainted witli every kind of nuU. 
taty skill ; which being followsd by want of confidence hi themselves, when 
opposed to troops regnkriy trained, disciplined, and appointed, superior in 
knoidedge and superior in arms, makes them timed and reacfy to fly fron^. 
their own shadows — besides the sudden change in their manner of hvins; 
(particularly in the lodfing^ brings on sickness in many. Impatience in ali^ 
•ad such an unoonquerable oeare of returning to their t<etpective hoqies, that 
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Suppose fhem, thus assembled, tfiii8t»fficered, thui ^alifidd— ' 
io eacounter a disciplined foe of half their numbers, |CP in tike 
optn field. And we must take tiu open field into our calculation. 
Lamentable w6uM be the issue, tin tfie one side would be d 
band of hardened desperadoes, inured io slaughter— repodng 
full reliance in their omcers— and marching forward witn th&t 
confidence in^ themselves, which is the harbinger and presage of 
victory. On the other, men utterly undisciplined— custnistiiic 
each other, and distrusting themselves— and under officers cho- 
sen, in most eases, not for their military talents and endowmeBt^, 
but for companionable qualities, which, however agreeable in 
the social circle, are df no avail in the tented field. 

The mind iSckens at the contemplation of the result. Nothing 
short of a miracle, can render it prosperous to the militia. The 
chances are immensely against them.. Thejmajrbe^d literal- 
ly to be led to slaughter — ^the result being a most frightful eer- 
nage. 

There is a farther consideration, which gr^tly enhances the 
horror of this contemplation. The materials of die two hostile 
bodies are as different as can be conceived. Oh one side are to 
be seen in the ranks, some of the roost invaluable of our citizens, 
men with laree families, whose future happiness de|>ends on their 
preservation-tSture Washingtons, or FranKlins,or Livingstons, or 
Dickinsons. On the other, a congeries of the refuse of society in all 
pans of Europe. ^ What a contrast! It is in fact agame^rf'haz* 
ard, at which guineas are slaked against cents— and at which 
it is impossible ever to equalize the stakes. 

Thatsomeofthcbest men in Ae world are destitute of p«»- 
sonal courage — and that some of the worst al'e abundantly sup- 
plied with it, is welj knowii to every man who has even but 
superficially reflected ou human nature. Courage is a constitu- 
tional quality, ivhich, wheli not imparted by nature, can hardly 
ever be acquired. And it therefore follows, that in these com- 
pulsory embodyiugs of militia, there Will be often found men who, 
however useful they may be in civil life, .are wholly unsuitable for 
the camp. Inability to pay for a substitute, or a false shame, 
may lead many of these men to obey the summons to the field« 
And when the clangor of arms sounds, nature, whose voice hit 
been disr^arded, asserts her sway. Ten men of this descrip- 
fion may, by spreading a panic, cause the defeat of itn entire ar- 
my. 



it not only produces shameful and scandalous desertions among themBehren^ 
but infuses the like spirit into others.'* General Waahington't fcttcw, Lon-' 
don edition^ voL I. pa^e 270. 
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In political economy, as in all other sciences, it may be laid 
down as an incontrovertible maxim, that wherever there is a 
strong and stiiking ouposition between foct and theory, the lat- 
ter is a &llacious*^iae, which tannot fail to lead its votaries as« 
tray. When theories are supported by facts, they rarely mislead. 

The American revelation is fraught ^th facts on the subject 
•f the militia, which hold out the most unerring admonitions. 

The letters of Greneral Washington to congress are replete 
with complaints of' the ruinous results, and of the inefficiency 
of the militia system of the United States.^ They fuUj^^nrove, 
moreover, that the cost of militia service is extravagantly bigb-^ 
and that a dependence on militia for regular or continued ser- 
vice, is attended with thi utmost danger. 

There is no authority on any subject whatever, more com- 
mandinff, or more decisive*, than that of General Washington,' 
upon militia defence. In no nation was it ever, as Cir as I know, 
m<Nre fully and completely essayed, than in the United States, 
during the war that eventuated in the acknowledgement of 
their udependence. No man, therefore^ ever had a fairer op- 
portunity of judging on this topic — and there is no man on 
whose judgment more reliance could be placed. 

As this is a subject of vital importance to this nation— as our 
own happiness, and that of our posterity, as well as the safety 
and inoependence of the countrjr may, and probable will, de- 
pend upon a correct system of defence, I have judged it pro* 
per to produce the most ample display of the general's experience 
on the subject. 

An examination , of the dates will shew that the evils com- 
menced with the very dawn of the revolution. For the first 
complaint of the general is contained in' a letter, dated July 10, 
1775, not two months after the battle of Lexington. 

July lOth. 1775. 
** An the general officers agree, that no dependtnce am be put on the 
imlitia, for a continuance in camp^ orteguUrity and<liscipfine during the 
dhprt time they raay stay.**' 

July 14th, 1775. 
'(From some authentic and later advices of the stite of the miaisteria! 
troops, a»d thej great inconvenience of calling in the inifitSa la the midst of 
harvest, 1 have been induced for the present to wave it*t 

* Officers Letters to the honourable the American Congress, written duf* 
ing the war between the United States and Great Britain, by hb excellency 
4^neral Washinffton. London, 1795 : voh I. p. 7. 

tldem>page9. 
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Febrau^ 9th, 1776L 

«* Though I am sensible thit wc never have, »noe that penod;Hieen mfaie 
to act upon the offensive, and at times not in a condition to defend, yet the' 
cost of roarchiiig' home one set of men— bringing in another— the Iwvoc afifi 
waste occasioned bv the first — the rspairs necessary for the second-^with a 
thousand incidental charspes and inconveraende^rVhtdi beitv* ariseii, wmd 
which it is scarcely possibts either to recollect or desoribe — amount to near 
m much as the keepui|^ lip a r^specUble *body gl troops the wM^ time, rea- 
dy f^r an]; emergency, would have done. To bring men well acquainted wi^ 
the duties of a soldisr, requires time. To bring them under proper diac^^tiiie 
and subordhiation, not onW requires time, but is a wori^ or great dificwil^; 
and in this army, where there b so little distinction between the oflBceis 
^ and soldiers, requires an uncommon degree of attention.*^ 

** Again, men of a day's standing will not look forward: and &om expcn- 
ence we find, that, asthe time approaches for their dischaige, they gvow 
cardess of ^leir arms, ammunidon, camp utensos, &c. Kay, even the bar- 
racks themselves have felt uncommon marks of liranton depredation, knd Iw 
us under freah trouble and ad#t&onal expense in providing for eveiy fren 
set, when we find it next to impossible to procure such arudes as are tbto- 
Kitely necessMyin the first instance. To this m^ be addb^ the seaaooirig 
which new recruits must have to a camp, and the loss consequent thereuji- 
on.' But this is not al^— men, engnged for a short Umited tune only, have 
the officers too much in their power; for, to obtain a desrcie of pqpttlarity, 
in order to induce i second enlistment, a kind uf fimnUiarity takes plac^, 
which brings on a relaxation of discipline, unlicensed fiirloogfas, and other 
indulgences^ incompatible with order and good govemment'*t 

"There are yet but few companies m the militia come in. This delay 
wiQ, I am mnch afraid, frustrate tne intention of their being called upoi^ as 
the season is slipp.ing fest awaj^ when th^y may be of service.^ 

April 4lh,1776L 

<*I heartily wish the monejr h$d airived sooner, that the militia might 
have been patd as soon as their time of service expired. The disappcHntiii^ 
has given them great uneasiness, and they are gone home much dissatisfiecL'^ 

** I would also mention to congress, that the militia regiments which were 
last called upon, in niaking up their ;abtracts, charged pa}-— the officeii* 
from the time they received orders to r4i8e companies—and the private% 
from the time they respectively engaged to come or were called upon, though 
they did not jnarch for a considerable time aftei^-some not within three, 
four, to twenty days, during all which they remained at home about their 
own private aflairs, without doing any thing else than ** preparing for the 
march," as they say, by way of plea."^ 

July irth, 1779. 

"The Connetticnt light-horse, mentioned in my letter of the \ltU» not- 
withstanding their then promise to continue here for the defence of tiiis 
|dace, are new discharged, and are about to returii home— having perempto- 
rily reJused all kind of fatigue duty, or even to mount guard, claiimng ex- 
emption aS'tvooper^. Though their assist^ce is much needed, and might 
be of essential Service in dasc of an attack, yet I judged it; fdvisabJe, on their 
application and claim of such indulgence, to discbarge thbm^ as granting 
them would set an example to others, and might produce many iU coose- 
ouences. The number of mei> indu4ed in the W return, by this is lessened 
about five hundred"** ^ 

^-,, r.u ».^ui August 18th, 1776L 

They [the Bntish] mean to procnstinaia their operaUons for some tone 

* Mem, page ST. f Wcm, page 88. ^ idem, pace 91. 

«Wem, page 118. 11dem,pi;ie 120 !• IdS», pl^ 11>8, 
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^i^uB^nif that the militia which have come to our succour will soon become 
&ed and return home, as is but too usual with theHL"* 

Agust 19th, 1776. 
** Governor Trumbull, in a letter of the 13th, advices me that ward's re^U 
ment, in thetervice of the states, was on the mu*ch to this armjr, and that hf 
and his council of safety had in the whole ordered fbmieen militia re|;iments 
to reinforce us. Three of them have armed, and amount to about thohsand 
and twenty men. When the whole come in, we shall be on a much more 
respectable footinj^ than we have been : but I g^st^ fear, if the enemy defer 
their attempt for anv consideeAble time, they will be extremely impatient to 
return home; and it they should, we shall be reduced to distress again."f 
' • . . September 2d. 1776. 

^ The militia, instead of calll^j^ ibrth their utmost efforts to a brave aitd 
manly' exposition in order to repair our losses, are dismayed, intractable, and 
impatient to return. Great numbers of them have gone off— in some instances, 
almost by whole regiments, by half ones, and by companies at a time. This , 
circumstance, of itself independent of others, when mnted by a well apoii>- 
ted enemy, supeifior 'Ui number to our Whole collected force,would be suffi- 
ciently (Usagreeable-r-but, when their example has infected ai^other part of 
the army— when their want of dicipfinii, and refusal of abnost evexy kind of 
te traint and government, have produced alike conduct bdt too common to 
the whole and entire disregard of that order iod subordination necessary to 
the well doing^ of an array, and which hadbe^n inculcated before as well as 
4he nature m our militarjr establishments' would admit of— our condition is 
still more ahimii^ ; and with the deepest concern I am obliged to' confess 
my want of confiueiice in the generality of the troops. * 

*« All these circumstances fu% confirm the opinion I ever; entertained, and 
vhich I more than once in nnr letters took the liberty ot mentioning to con- 
gress, that no dependence could be put on militia, or other troops than those 
enlisted and embodied for a lonra* period than our regulations hef^fore 
have prescribed. I am persuaded, arid as flilly confirmed as^ am <^any one 
fiictthat has happened, mat our liberties most of necessity be-greatly hazard* 
4odt if not entirely lost, if their defence is lefltoany but a permanent standing 
army — ^I rmean one to exist during the war.' Noi^ would the expence mci- 
dent to the support of such d body of troops hs would be competent to al- 
most every exigency, far exceed that which is daily incurred by calling in 
9uccour, and new enlistments, which, when effected, are not attended with 
any good consequences. Men who have been free, and subje^ to no con* 
troul, cannot be reduced to order in an instant ; and the privileges and ex- 
emptions they claim and will have, influence the conduct of others ; and tne 
aid derived from them is nearly counterbalanced bv the disorder, irrcguhtr- 
iiy, and confusion, they oceafion.''4 

September 4il^l776. 
*' The militia, under various pretences, of sickness; &c. are daily diminish- 
ing ; and in a httle time, I am persuaded, their, mumber will be very Incon- 
siderable."^ 

September 8th, 1776. 
•* The militia from Connecticut is reduced from 6000 to 2000, and, in n, 
few days will be merely nominal. The arrival of some Marylai^ troops, &r, 
from the flying camp, has in a great degree supplied the loss of men ; but the 
Ammunition they have carried away will be a loss sensibly felt The ini-t 
nulse for going home was so irresistible, it answered no purpose to oppose it 
Though I would not dij^liarge, I have been obliged to acquiesce; and it affords, 
one moremeUncholy proo( now delusive sucli dependencies are."1 

September 20th, 17?6. 
<*It is a melancholy and paanfid consideration to those who are concerned 
in the work, and have the command, to be forming armies constantly, and t« 
•Idem, ptgeSqSL j Wem, pajje 233. ^ Idem, page 244 

§ Idem*, page 24o^ 1 1deii\) page 255. 
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be left \>j ttaopu juflt when they be^ln to deierve thp nune, or periiaps «tt 
moment when ti^ important blpw b expected* 

September 34di, 1776. 

*' The thirteen miBtui regiments from Connecticut being reduced U 
a little more than 700 men, rank and file, it for duly, I have twught proper 
to discharge the whole, to saVeth^ states the immeniechaige that would 
iuise for officers* .pi^. • There are, many militia, too,^ that have just come in, and 
on theirway from that state, none of whom are provided with a tent, or t 
single camp utennl. This distresses me beyond measure."j- 

September 24th, 1776. 

<* Again: men accustomed to unbpunded freedom and no controul, cannot 
brook the restraint whidi is indispensably necessary to the good order aid 
government of an army; without ^^ich licentiousness and every kind of dia- 
prder reign. To bring men to a proper degree of suboixlination is not tba 
work of a day, a monm, or even a yean afid, unhapnily for oa and the cause 
we are engaged in, the little discipline I hecve been labouring to establtsh in 
ihe army under my immediate command is in a manner dOne away oy bar- 
ing such a mixture of troops as have been called together within thtfe few 
months."* 

** Relaxed and unfit as our roles and regulations of war are for the go^ 
emment of an army, the mihtia (those paoperiy so ciUed, fi>r of these we 
luLve t>\'o sorts— the six months* men, uid those sent in for temporaiy aid) 
do not think tiiemselves subject to them, aad therefore take ItberCtes the 
soldier is punished for. This creates' jealousy, jealousy begets disaatisfiM:- 
tions; and these by degrees ripen into mutiny, keeping the whole army in 
a confused and disordered state— rendering the time of those who wiah to 
tee regularity and good order prevul, .more unhappy thanwoika can des- 
cribe. Besides this, such repeated changes taka place* that all arrange- 
inentis set at nought, and the constant nuctuation df things deranges pvesj 
plan as fast as adopted. These, sir, congress may be asBOred are bat a 
small part of the inconveniences whidi mi^t be enumerated, and attributed 
to mihtia; but there is one that merits particular attention, aiid that is the 
expense. Certain I am, that it would be cheaper to keep tifiy or a hundred 
tbousund in constant pay, than to depend upon half the nunaber, and supply 
the other half occasionally by militia. The time the Utter are in pay be- 
fore and afler they are in eamp assemblin|f and marcbing^-the Waste of ^- 
munition, the consumption of stores, which, in spite of every resolution or 
requisition of congress, they must be Ikrnished with or^senthome; added to 
other incidental expenses consequent upon their coming and conduct in 
Cainp~>surpasses all idea, and destroys every kind of regularity and econo- 
my which you could establish among fixed and regular troops, and wiD, m 
my opinion, prove (if the scheme is adhered to) THE RUIN OF OUB 
CAUSE.»*^ 

« The jealousies of a standing army, and the evils to be apprehended fivm 
one, are ramote, and, in my ju&ment, situated and circumstanced as we are, 
not at all to be dreaded; but the consequence of wanting one, according 
to my ideas, fcttmed from the present view of things, is oertam and inevita- 
ble ruin. For if I was called upon to declare upon oath, whether the mi- 
litia have been most serviceable or hurtful, upon the whole, 1 ^lould aab* 
acribe to tlie latter. I do not mean by this, however, to acraign the convict 
of congress: in so doing, 1 should equally condemn my own measures, if I 
did not my judgment; Ma experience^ xahick it the best erkeriante -mork hy, » 
ftiUyt clearly, and dedicvveiy reprobatet the practice of trustmjf to miiitia, that KO 
MAN WHO REGARDS ORIffiR, REGULARITY, & ECONOMY, OR WHO 
HAS ANY REGARD FOR HIS HONOUR, CHARACTER, OR PEACE OF 
WIND, WILL RISK THEM UPON THIS ISSUE. An army formed by good 

• Idem, page 265 f Mem, page 267. t Idem, p*ge 27J . 

ydem, page 27^ 
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ci^cf njmoveslike clockwork: butlhei^ is no situation on earth less enviable^ 
nor morextistresang, than that of a person rho is at ^e head of troops who 
are regardless of oraer and discipline, and who are unprovided with almost 
eveiy necessary. In a word, the difficulties which have forever surrounded 
xne smce I have been in the service, and kept my mind obnstantly upon the 
i^tch— the wounds which my feelings (as an officer) have received by d 
thousand things which have happened contrary to my expectations and 
wishes, added to a consciousness cSf inability to govern an army composed or 
, fuch discordant parts, and under such a variety of intricate and peiplexin^ 
circumstances, induce not only a belief, but a thorough conviction in my, 
niind, that it will be iniposable (upless there is a thorough change in our 
military system) for me to conduct matters in such a manner as to give satis- 
faction to the public, which is all the recompense I aim a^ or ever wished 
for."* 

Septenrf>cr 30, 177€. 

*< By a letter received from the committee of safety m the state of New 
Uampehir*, 1 find a thousand of their militia were about to march the 24th 
ultimo, to reinforce this army, in consequence <5f the requisition of congress. 
Previous to their march, general Ward writes me, he wpa obhged to furnish, 
them with five hundred pounds of powder, and a thousand pounds of musket, 
ball ; and I have littfe reason to expect that they are better provided with 
other articles than they were with ammunition. In this case, they will 
bnly add to our present distress, whidi is already far too gr^at, and become 
disgusted with the service, THOUGH THE TIME THEY WERE BNrf 
GAGED TOR IS ONLY TILL THE FIRST OP DECEMBER -tliii will 
injure their enlisting for longer time, if not wholly prevent it'*t 

October 4th, 1776. 

**Upon the present plan, I plainly foresee an intervention of tiro^ between 
the old and new army, which must be filled up with militia (if to be had) 
WITH WHOM NO MAN WHO HAS ANY REGARD FOR HIS RE- 
PUTATION, CAN UNDERTAKE TO BE ANSWERABLE FOR CON- 
SEQUENCES.'** 

October 31st, 1776. 

« Our army is decrea^g fast Several gentlemen, who have come to camp 
within a few days, have obstrved lai^ numbers of militia returning home 
•n the different road8.''§ 

November 9th, 1776. 
, *' I have little or no reason to expect Chat the militia now here, will remain 
a day longer than th^ time they first engaged for. I have rccommeaded 
their stay, and requested it in general orders. General Lincoln and tlie 
Massachusetts comnusnoners are using their interest with those from that 
state. But as far as I can judge, we cannot rely 6n their staying. 

''I have no assurances tnat more than a verv few of the troops compo^ng 
^ flying camp wUl remain af^er the time of their engagement is out: so &r 
from It, I am told, tliat some of general Ewing*s brigade who stand engaged 
to the first of January, are now going away."t 

December 1st, 1776. 

^< The enemy are ftst approaching^-some of th6m are now in sight aQ 
the men of the Jersey flying camp under general Heard, being applied to, 
have refused to continue longer in service,'^** 

Trenton,l>ecember3d, 1776. 

"I Iqok out earnestly for the reinforcements from Philadelphia. I am in 
hopes Uiat if we can draw a good head of meu together, it will give spirits 
to the militia of this state, who have as yet afforded nae littJe or no assistance, 
Bor can I find they are Ukely to do much.''tt 

• Idem, page 273. f ^^em, page 279. * Idem, page 282. 

^ Idem, page 301. T Idem, page 324. ^ Idem, page 32R 

ft Idem, page 330. 
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Trenton, December 5th, 1776. , 

''Sorry I im to obaenre, however, that the frequent calls upon the mihtia 
of thisstate, the want of exertion m the principal gentlemen of the couiitiy, 
or afatal suppmett andintensibility of danger till it is too late to preTcnt 
an evil that was not only feeaeen, but foretold, have been the causes or 
our late disgraces. 

** If the militia of this state had stepped forth in season, (and tunely notice 
they had) we nughthaye prevented the enem/s crossing the Hackinsac, al- 
though without some previous notice of tke time and place, it was impossible 
to have ^e this at the North river. 

•< At Hacldnsac our force was insufficient, because a part was at Elizabeth- 
town, Amboy, and Brunswick, guarding a coast which I thought most exposed 
\o danger;, and at Brunswick, because I was disappointed in my expecta. 
tionsof militia, and becauae on the day of the enemy's approach (and proba- 
bly the occasion of it) the time of the Jersey and Maryland brigades' ser- 
vice expired; (CJ* NEITHER OP WHICH WOULD CONSENT TO 
STAY AN HOUR LONGER. 

<< These, among ten thousand other instances, might be adduced to show 
the disadvantages of short enlistments, and the Uttie dependence upon mili- 
tia in times of real danger. 

" My first wtth is, that congress may be convinced of the trnpTOpnety of 
relying upon the n^tia, and of the necessity of raising a hj'ger standing 
army Uian that they have voted. The saving in the articles of store, pro- 
visions, and in a thousand other things, by having nothing to do with niihtia, 
unless in cases of extraordinary exigency, and such as could iH)t be expected 
in the commom course of events, would amph suppc^rt a large army, which, 
well officered, would be dailv improving, instead of qCt CONTINUING A 
nfeSTRLClTVE, EXPENSrVB, and DISORDERLY MOB. I am dear in 
opinion, that if 40,000 men had been kept in constant pay since the fir^ 
commencement of hostilities, and the militia had been excused d(Ang ditty 
during that period, the continent would have saved money. tVheh I reflect 
on the losses we have sustained for want of good troops, the certainty of 
this is placed beyond'a doubt in my mind. In such case, the militia, who 
have been harrsfised and tired by repeated caOs upon them (and farming and 
manufactures in4( manner suspended) would upon any presong emergencr 
have run with alacrity \o aims; whereaathe cir now is, *< they may as weA 
be ruined in one way as another,** and with difficulty the^ are obtiuned. I 
mention these thing^ to shew, that, in my opinion, (rj" if any dependence 
is placed upon militia another year, congress will be deceived. When dan- 
ger is a little removed from them, they will iK>t turn out at aO. \^ben it 
comes noine to them, the well afTecteo, instead of flying to arms to defoid 
themselves, are busily employed in removing their fianilies and effects— 
Whilst the disaffected are Concerting measures to make their submission, and 
spread terror and dismay all around, to induce others to fbOow the example. — 
Daily experience kndkbuhdant proofs warrant this information.*" 

December 16th, 177€. 

<< That the militia are not to be depended on^ or aid expected fi^ thefn 
but in cases of the most pressing emergency, is not to be doubted. The 
first of these propositions is imqu^stiouable: aiid fiittal experience has given 
her sanction to tne truth of the latter, g^* Indeed th^ Icthangy of labe, 
and backwardness to turn out at thia alahnmg crisis^ seem to justi^an a^pro- 
hehaon that nothing can bring them from their homes. For want of their n- 
sistance, a lai|^ part of Jeneynas been expos^ tb hivagfe and to plunder; nor 
do I know that Pennsylvania would sliare a better &te,' could genenl Howe 
Wect a passsge across the Delkware with a respectable fbrce. These coonde- 
fationshaveiMUced me to wish that n6 relianc^ except such as may arise fi«m 
necessity, should ever be had on them again; uid to nu^ further seatMt* 

•Ideni^ page 336. 
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bdhgrciS of the expediency of increasing their army. I trust this measure 
WiU meet their earliest attention."* 

December 20th, 1TJ6. 

** Short enlistments and a mistaken dependence upon miilitia, have been 
the oriffin of all our misfortunes^ and the great accumulation of our debt "t 

." We find, sir, that the eiiemy arc daily gathering strength irom the dis- 
affected. This sti*enpih, liKe a snow ball, by i*olling, wUT increase, unless 
so^ie meant can be devised to check efiPectuaHy the. progres/s pf the enemy's 
arms. Militia may possibly (ia it ibr K little while : but in a httle while also, 
0C7*the militia ot these states which have been frequentty called upon, will 
not turn out at fill, or, if they 4o» ^t wi^ll,be wi& so muc^ ieluctanoe and 
aloih, as to amoiUnt t** the same thing— InsUnce NeV Jersey ! witness Penn- 
sylvania !-*or>nli! any thing but the river Delaware have saved Philadelphia i 
Can any thing- (^the exigency of the case indeed may justify it^ be more de- 
sthicUve to the recruiting Jer\ ice, THAN— GIVING TEN DOLLARS BOUN- 
TY FOR SIX WEEKS' SERVICE OF* THE MILtTlA,— WHO COME vk 
YOU CAJ^^XOT TELL HOW-HGO YOU CANNOT TELL WHEN— AND 
ACTYOtJ CANN^dtTELL^HEUE-r-CONSUMEXOUJ^ PROVISIONS— 
«XHAU8T YOUR ST0RE5, AND— LEAVE YOU AT LASt AT A CRIT- 

ICAL MOMENT. 

• 

** These, sir, are. the men I am to depend upon, ten days hence : this iff the 
basis on wliich your cause wfll and must forever depend till you get a large 
standing army sufficient of itself to oppose the enemy."* 

January Ist, 1777. 

*• Afttr much persuasion, and the exertions of their officers, half or a 
greater proportion of those from tlie eastward have consented to stay six 
weeks on a bounty often dollars. I feel the inconveni*»itcy of this advance, 
and I know the consequence^ that will result from it-~b»;t what could be 
cio'ne, ? Pennsylvania liiid allowed the Salne to her iiiiUtia— Uie troops felt 
thtur impoKance, and would ha^e their price.'^^ 

January 5th, 1777. 

*frheir large pic quets, adx'aiMed towards Trenton-^their great preparations 
andsome ifctelhge"Ce I had rccliv5d, added to their knowledge that the first 
of Janoao^ brought on d dissbkitTon of the best part of the army — gave me 
the strongest reasons to conclude that ao attack upon us was meditating.*'1 

January 7th, l777. 

* The severity of the Jieasoh has made oui* troops, espedally the militia, 
extremely impatient, aud has reduted tli<* number ver}' considerably. Every- 
day more or less leave us.**** 

January 19th, 1777. 
•* The fluctuating s^te of an army cofnpose^ thief ly of mflitia, bids fiiir id 
reduce us to the sitnalioil in which we were some little time ago—that is, of 
scaroie htvingany ann^' at .•rU — except reinforcements speedily arrive. One 
of the battalions from the city of^Pliiladelphia goes home to day, and the 
other two only remain a few days longer upon courtesy. The time for 
which a country br^ade undef* general Mimih Came out is expired : and 
they stayfrom day to day hy dint of soUicitation-their numbers much reduced 

by detertioft.**tt 

«* As militia must be our dependence till we can get the new army raised 
and properly arranged, I mu^ enl^^ yoii to Oontinue your endeavours with 
the states of Pennsylvania, Maryl&nd, and Vygima, to turn out eveiy man 
they possibly can, and fo* some time longer than they generally have stipu- 
lated for. IF THEY AGREE FOR A MONTH or any limited tune, it 
•bould commence from the time they actually join the army, amj not fr<)n!i 

* Idem, pace 346. f Idem, ptjg^e 350. ^Ibi^* ^ 
^ Idem, viL IL page % 1 Idem, page 3. 
** Idem, page &' tt Idem, page 10. 
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the time ihef leave llieir hornet: otherwise the marching backwards and 
forwards consume the term of engagemoit.'^ 

Januarf 234 1777. 

** The necesaity we have been and are now under, of calling in and arm- 
ing the militia, scatteri our aitnoiy alf over the world in a manner. Their 
6m<^rs are so irregular, that they generally sulFer their nien to tiny home 
every Ihiiig that is put into their hands, which is forevct lost to the pub. 
lic't 

FebraaiySDth, 1777. 

** At this time we are only about four thousand stroA^^a forCe yon will 
suppose, unequal to a successful opposition, if they were ,not militia,^ and hr 
too small for the exigencies of our affairs. It is impossible to obtain ex- 
act returns, though they are daily called for— K)wii^to the frequent an^ 
almost constant departure of some of the corps."^ 

Feb. 28th. 1777. 

**I was in hopes, tha^ oy the time the milida whd are now in aerfice 
would be discnarged, we should have had a considerable number of th& 
new levies in the field: but, though I have reports from all quarters of the 
great success vf the recruiting, I cannot get a man into the service. General 
Johnson's militia all go the 5th. of March (many are gone alreadiy;) and 
general Lincoln's on the 15th. These two bodies form $o conaiderable. 
a part of our fosce^ that, unless they are replaced, I shall be in a manner 
destitute "§ * . 

Morrijrtown, March 14th. 1777. 

** What prospect there may be of immediate succours from other quar- 
ters, IXnbw npt: from the militia of this state I cannot expect to dmve 
much more aid. Those who are weU affected have been^ so frequently call- 
ed from their homes that they are tired out, and almost profess an abhor- 
rence of the service.''^ 

" By the paymaster's report, the commissary here requires an immediate 
draft for a hundred thbusand: and the, militia returning and about to leave 
camp a hundred and twenty thousand more. The expense of caHiog an 
them so frequently is abnost incredible."** 

Morristown, March 36th. 1777. 

" I urged governor Trumbull in a letter of the 6th. inst to send two 
thousand of his militia to the same place. But sony I am to observe, the 
militia have got tired."tt 

" For want of pro]^r coercive powers, from disaffection and other cau- 
ses — the militia of this stat6 [New-Jersey] are i^t to be depended upon.— ^ 
They are drawn out with difficulty, and at a most enormoMs expena^, as 
their accounts wiUshew: THEY COME, YOU CAN SCARCE TELL HOW: 
THEY GO, YOU HARDLY KNOW WHEN. IN THE SAME PREDICA- 
MENT ARE THOSE OF PENNSYLVANU."*t 

*• Small as our present force is, it win be reduced in a few dajrs, by the 
going off of the Jek'sey three-months-lnen, the C^cil county nulitia, and 
the Virginia volunteers, all of whom chum discbaiges n«xt m6nth."§§ 

Apnl 28th. 1777, 

•< So early as the 6th of March I wrote to governor Trumbull, earnestly 
requestii^ two thousand militia to be tent to gtntfaX McDoug^ to be 
employed at Peekskill and on the communication in Wcst-Qiestcr county« 
for six weeks. With this requisition he most rea^y compfied» so fiff as 
his orders were necessary, arid (I am certain) his influence would ext«3idf 
This I have repeated* and this supply he has exerted himself to furnish: yet 

• Idem, page 11. f Idem, page 14. * Wot, ps^ 3L 

§ Idem, page 36. 1 1dem, page 42. , •♦ IdemJ[Mge 4f 

it ld«m, page 46. ^ idim, page 47. §i Idem, pi^ 41. 
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•o indleotual have his endeavours been, that. not, more tha^ ^irf^t hundred 
lud come out by general McDougal's tetum on the 17th instant*^ 

May 12th, 1777. 

«! would observe, if the miBtiaare called out, it should be for a fixed de- 
terminate time: for thoogh they vnll certainly return when that expires, yet 
that is more tolerable than for them to gu dOT in parties every day as their 
whim and caprice sugieest— ^ich has always been the case when the time Is 
not stated. I woutd also observe, if it is possible, they should be engaged to 
inarch out of their states, if ordered. If their service is located, Siey will 
inove with great reluctance, ii they move at aU.*'f 

' . June 2d, 1777. 

« The shameful deficiency In all our armies affords but too just gftnmds 
for disaj^eable apprehensions: if the quotas assigned the dinerent states 
are not immediatel^r nlled, We shall have eveiy thihg to fear. We shall never 
be able to resist their force, if the militia are to be relied on: nor do I know 
whether their aid, feeble and inefficient as h is, is much to be expected."^ 

September 7th, 1777. 

« In respect to the militia requested, (of Jersey] his excellency is doubtful 
whether they can be obtained: for gov. Lavotgston, by a late letter, infonoa» 
that he had np expectation that more th^ three hundted of the thousand 
called for to garrison tha -posts of the Highlands, would mar^, notwitH- 
landing he had issued orders for that post; and that three weeks would pro- 
bably ehpse before the number wexfL*'§ 

October 7th, 1777. 

<< Since tl^e actipn, general Forman's bfigade of Jersey militia has quited 
UB. The men began to be uneasy at their situation, and desirous to return 
home: and as, by some intelligence from ren^ral Dickinson^ there was 
l^eason to imagine there might be a call for tneir ^rvices in the Jerseys, it 
was thought expedient to gHktify their desire."^ 

October 13th, 1777. 

*' I will only observe, that thd consequence^ of calling ^ militia into the 

field in the course of thtf war have been so severely and ruinously felt, tliat 

I trust our views will never be turned to them but iu cases of the g^atest 

extremity."** ^ 

' November 1st, 1777. 

*• The militia from ' Marylahd anjl Virginia are no longer to be counted ofij 
ali the former, except about two bundled, are already gone: and a few days, 
I expect, will produce the denaiture of the whole or chief part of the lat- 
^r, trom the importunate applications which some of them nave made.^ff 

^Agreeable to my en)ectation8, the. [Yiivmial 'militia arc gone: so that 
^9re have none now m aid of the conthiental troops but those of this state 
{Pennsyhrauia] mentioned in the return, and a few from Marylaud.^t^ . 

'* The militia of this state, suppOMns|' they should be tolerably vigorous in 
their exertions, will not be equal to the task: ^ least it will be difficult, if 
not impracticable, for them to do it It is to be wished that ^ich as can be 
drawn out may be engaged to serve THREE MONTHS, or TWO AT 
LEAST, (9 it can be effected) afUr their arrival in camp; and that a i^tiode 
could be adopted to supply their places with others at the expiration of 
their term, should the exigency of^our affidrs requiite it A time for their 
continuance should be ^^^ QT they wjU always be untagy aud puahmg offj 
ioid the loriger circumstanc^ ViU Udmit it to be, the better: ior, after the 
period occurs, for wldch they come, it \n!d be impossible to detain them a 
■lomenfH 

* Idem, page 64 f 1^^™* VH^ ^^* * I^^"^> VHS^ ^' 

^Idem, pi^ 163. 1 1dem, page 180. •• Idem, pago 169. 

ft Idem, page 197. a Idem, page 200. 11 Id^ page 201. 
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A perusal of the preceding extracts can hardlj fail to shak^ 
ilhe faith of the most strenuous advocates for reliance on tniliiia 
for general defence. Nerer was any point more Mj or convin- 
cinuy enforced. The immense importance of the sul^ecti — tiie 
ijoi^tj errors that prevailed on it— an^ the ruinous consequen- 
ces these errors maj entul im us — will, I trust, fully justify me 
for such long dcftails. 

The following positions are clearly apd irresistibly estaUishied: 

1. That the expense of it i^ exorbitaiitly ^reat . 

2. That ^ej cannot be re4uced to that stn6tDess of discipGne 
ifhichris indispensiUy necessaiy in all armies. 

3. That the period of service is so short, that it expires befim 
they can acquire military skilL 

4. That whatever be the emergency, whep t^ie period of ser^ 
vice has expired, the ndGtla cannot be retained in service, with* 
out solicitatiou utterly destructive of subordination. 

I am vrell aware, that tiiere are illustrious -exceptions to theie 
observations. The militia have, in many instances, made a 
grand and glorious display or all the military Tirtues, in as hig^ 
a degree as the bravest veterans. They have defeated equal and 
superior numbers of iroojfB ci the latter description: witness 
Plattsburgh, New Orleans, &c. But these cases do not form the 
rule. *thtj' are exceptions. And were any person to produce 
roe- instances to invalidftte my positions,^! could out-namber 
them very considerably. Bu^ I studiously draw a veil ovierthe 
subject. To any man d^ reason and common sense, who regecta 
on the mode of selection, or who inspects a body of drafted mil«» 
itia,,it must be obvious, that the mode is radirall v wrong. 



CHAPTER JAIX. 

Conscriptim^ of elass^ictUion of •MtK^a, to fill up the Jhrmy^ a 
measure of Hie Jmerkan rm^ltttion. Flan borrowed By B(h 
fiaparte. Otneral Knosfis j^an. 

JL NOW undertake to establish my fifth position, ^ that 
ilie system of classification is the most impartial, tiie most effi« 
racioi^, and the least oppressive mode of cabling the militia into 
Service, of any of the plans that haveeverbe^ devised." 

This mode of calling the militia into service, applies to, 
and bears equally upon, the whole body of the militia 
^roughout the nation, without excqition. This is a cha- 
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rapteristic of impartiality and justice, peculiar to this system; 
and had it no oihet advantage, would entitle it to a desided pre^ 
ference over every other. 

That it is most efficacious is equally clear. The service is 
entirely voluntary. No man need serve who does not find him- 
self qualified, and who has any -aversion whatever to the service. 
It ia needless to prove, as it must be self-evident to the most su- 
perficial observer) that there is an incalculable difference in point 
of efficiency between any number of men who are drafted by 
lot, and forced to derve, whether they choose or not, and the 
same num^r of men who enter th(5 service of their pwn free will. 

That this system is tiie leaist oppressiyp, is equally indisputa- 
ble.' Accordm^ to the prevailing militia systems, every man 
dralted must either serve, or send a substitute at his own in-r 
dividual expense. In all die states, ^^vyj and, to the poor, 
ruinous fines, are imposed on delinquents. Thirty-three dollars, 
whidi is the fine in Ma$s4chusett&, is an enormous sum to a 
poor person, Which forces him- ii&to^the'servioe^ however reluc- 
tant or unfit for duty. Whereas, according tq the classifica- 
tion plan, all the persons liable to military service throughout 
the state, or states, as the case may be, contribate their res- 
pective quotas towards paying those who may offer their servi- 
ces, or who may be enlisted, irenlistment be necessary, which it 
purely will be. 



My sixth proposition, ^^ that the cj^sification system prevail- 
ed during the revolution,'* 

All that is necessary to prove thi9> is to refer the reader to 
the following extract? from the laws of Pennsylvania, which were 
similar in substance to tho^ enacted in the other states. 



«< And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid. That the comims- 
WiTiefs of the ^ity and several counties of tkis state respectively, or any two 
of them, shiil direct the aaiessocs of the several townships, wards, and 
districts, in the said dty any counties respectively, to meet on or before the 
first day of February next, at the usual place of holding courts in the said 
city and counties respectively, or at such other place or pjaces where the 
sfid c(hnraissioners uiall think most convenient, and shall ^en and tliere, 
in Gonjuhction with the said assessors, proceed to class the taxable persons 
iftd property within die said dly and counties respectively, in such man- 
ner that the said propeHy, together with a proportionable sum on all tax- 
^le single freemen, shall be divided Into as many equal parts an the quota 
of men, which the said dty and counties respectively arc by this adt re- 
quired to enhst, shall coosiftt o( paying due regard to the ease and conve- 
ilience of the inhabitants, by indudmg those who reside near each other 
within the same class; and shalltransmit to the several classes, by Persons 
by them to be appointed for that service, an older in writing, under the 
tmnds of the said commissionexs, or <ny two of them, with a duplicate an- 
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nezed, containing the names of each and ereTypenon composing the sanf, 
requiring eadi <? the said eUsses TOENUSTDURIKG THE WAR, A^fft 
DELIVER TO THE PROPER OFFICER. ONB ABLBBONBD RECRUTT 
WrHlN FIFTEEN DAYS THEREAFTER.'^ 



^ And be it further enacted!^ the authority aioreaaid, That the oosiBnls. 
^nersof the city and several counties oKthis state, respactivehr, or any two 
of them, shall forthwith trammit to the several classes classca by ririne «f 
an act of the aasembly of this itate^ entitled, < An set to complete the qaoia 
of the federal armV assigiied to t)^ stato^' P*«fd tiie twenty tkird dsjr of ^ 
December, one thousand fperen hundred and eighty, by persons to be bf 
them appointed for that service, an order in writing under their hands, with 
% dttpficate annexed, containing the name4 of each and every person com- 
posing such class, requiring each of the ^aid classes to en ^ mt the term 
of eigfliteen months, as aforesaid, and DEUVBR TOTHE PROPER OF^ 
PER, ONE ABLE RECRUIT WFItaN FIFTEEN DATS. 

** And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid. That if any dass or cfaai- 
^ shall tieglect or refuse to enlist one able bodied recruit as afore^d, with- 
in the time limited, and <firected, or to make returtr thereof to the asaesson 
of the Draper township; ward, or district, it shalband may br lawfbl for 
the said commissiner^ or township, ward, or district assessors, or any of 
them, and they are hereby authorised and required to enfist for the tent 
aforesaid, and deliver to the pit>j^r oflker one able bodied recnut in behalf 
of such a chss or classes, respectively; and that it shall ai^ may be lawfol 
for the said commissioners, township, ward, or di^ct assessors, or either 
of them, where wch neglect or refusal shall happen, to proceed and lery, 
in the 'manner directed by the laws now in force for levying and coUediDg 
other pubfic taxea, on the class or classes so nejgfleeting 6r refusing, the smn 
agreed to be paid by tiie ssdd commissioners, towi^p, ^ntd^ or <£strick 
sssessorsy or any of them, to the aaid recruit, and the reksfoMe e^enses 
accruing thereupon, in proper propoitioos, according tq the last pobEc ta:^ 
levied therein; which they are hereby enjomed and dipe<^ted to do withb 
two days aft^ such recruit shaD be enlisted. 

'• Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid. That the comrotsacm- 
ersofthe several counties, respectively, shall provide and keep a book, isto 
which tliey shaU enter in numerical order the several deFinquent classes, as 
they shall be returned to theno, and shall enhsl recruits for the said dc£B> 
qacnt classes, according to their respeenive numbers, and in like manner le- 
vy and collect the sums imposed on them respective^- by this ad*^ 

By these laws, each class was obliged to furnish an able bodi- 
ed recruit— either one of their own namb^, or a person to be 
enlisted by them, and at their joint en^ease— which i^ precisely 
the idea of the secretary of state and Mr. Giles. 

This is, I jpresnme, conclnsive. This relieves the system of 
classification from the odium attached to it as a discovery of the 
prolific brain of Bonaparte* His inventive powers have had mere 
credit in this respect than thej deserve. He haa taken the pfaia 
at second hand trom the si^;es and heroes of the revolatioa. 

♦ Laws of Pennsylvania, 1780, chap. cm. page 42A 

\ Idem, page 501 
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, My next point is to prove, ^< that the classifi^atioii or conscrip- 
tion system, most elaborately matured by General Knox, and 
stamped with the seal of General Washington's approbation, was 
more strict m its provisions than any of the recent plans.'' 

General Knox addressed his .system to President Washington. 
It bears date, January 18, 1790— *and the ktter which prefaces it> 
has the foUowing introduction : 

** Having submitted to yoiir copsiderationi a plan fbtthe arrangement of 
the militia of the United States, which I had presented to the late congress 
of tlie United States, and you having approvea the general principles thereof 
vfith certain *de$criptioii$^ I now respectftiUy lay the same before you, modiJM . 
accortSng to the aUerations you wer^pleased to iuggcit*** ■ 

From this plan, approved, as we see, and submitted to con- 
gress by General* Washington* I submit an extract, amply ade* 
auate to prove, that it bore the essential features which belong te 
the system of defence which has been hunted down by the folly 
and madness orparty. In fact, it was much more strict and se* 
vere in its details, than either of those digested by the secretary 
at war or Ml*. Giles^-that enaeted in New York— or the one re-^ 
jected by ^ the sapient legislature of PeoAsylTania. None of the 
recent plans contemplated service beyond 46 yeirs — >^hereas, 
(General Knox carried his- views to a third class, to be composed 
of citia^ns between 46 and 60 years. His plan likewise . contem- 
plated compulsory service of the mariners, who, as we shall see, 
where to be subject to conscription* 

Mxtractfrom Oenefat Kn(>pc*$'plan for the general orrangement 
of the Militia of Vie United States^ SMbrnttted to Congress by 
General Washington^ January 1790, andpubtished by order of 
ihe House of Representatives of the United States. 

^ An energetic national militia is to be regarded as the capital security of 
A free republic,. and not a standing adny, forming a distinct class in the com- 
munity. 

** The period of ^ in which military service shall be required of the citi. 
sens of die United States, to commence at 18, and terminate at the age of 
60yea». 

^ The men comprehended by this description, exclii^ive of such except 
taoii* as the tegiflatnres of' the respective stat«t may think proper tp make, 
and aU actual marinen, shall be enrolled fpr dintrent degrees of mihtaty 
duty, and dividc!d into distinct clanes. 

«* The 1st class shaQ comprehend the youth of 18, 19jtand 20 years ofagei 
t^be denominated the advanced corps. 

« The 2d class shall include ^e nicn from 21 to 45 years of age, to be de- 
nominated the main corps. 

<< The 3d class shall comprehend mdusively the iy^fix>ok4&to fiOyeaif 
of age, to be denominated the reserved corps. 

«« AUthemiHtiaof the United States shall aa^ime tl^i; fom of the legaoB, 
which iHuSi be the p«n«»oont cttabliafament dimoC 
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<'Ale«onshancomi8tof 153 commiJtiooedoffioei«» and 2880 non-cooh 
mltfioiltaofficeniiid prh^tes. 

** The companies of til the coips ahmBbe dividedin sectiona of 12 eadi. 
It is propoaed hj this dhriaion, to eatablish one unifiirm Tital prmciple, which 
in peace and war shall perradie the militia of the United SUtes. 

<< All requisitions for mien to firm an onngr, either for state or federal pur- 
poses, shall be furnished by the adnoiced and main corps by Bieans ottbe 
tectfnM. , 

•« 1 he executiTe government or commander in chief of the nufitia of each 
state, will assesa the number requiied on the respectiTe legions of these 
torps. 

** The legionaiy general will direct t^e proportions to be fumiabed by each 
ptfrt of his command QCj Should the denumd be to great at U require em 
man from each eeeUon^ then the operaHone hereby directed ehaU be peifefrmed hf 
sin^/^ gcctioru. But if a less number should be required, they will be fiir- 
Tiii£ed by an associatian of sections or companies, accordinfi^ to the denuODd. 
. In any ca»e, iris probable thtX mutual convenience mav dicfltte an agreement 
with an individual to perform the service reonired If howeverno agreement 
can be made, one must be detached by an indiscriminate draf^ and the otbcn 
shall pay him a sum of money equal to the averaged sum whidh shall be paid 
intlie same legion for the voluntaiy performance 6f the service requii^ed. 

** In case any section or company 'of a legion, after having ftunished ittf 
own quota, should have more men willing to engage for the service remiired, 
other companies of the same l^on shall nave permiasioik to ^engage theKi— 
the same rule to extend to the different lemons of the state. 

" The legionary general must be rewjonsible to the commander in chief of 
the military of the sUte, that the men tumished are accordins^ to the descr^ 
tion, and that they are equipped in the manner and marched to the rendez- 
vous, conformable to the orders for that purpose. 

0C7**« The men who nuiy be drafted, shallnoiserve more than three yean 
at one time. 

O:;;^ " AH the actual mariners or seamen in*the respective statesf, shtU be re- 
gistered in districts, anddivided into two classes— the first class to consist of 
all the wevnen from the age of 16 to 30 years inchtsively — the second das to 
consist of all those from the age of 3l to 45 indusirely. 

<*The first class shall be re^xmsible to serve three years on board of some 
public armed vessel or ship of war, as a ' commissioned, wairant oSBoet, or 
private marine, for which service they shall receive the custcmiaiy wages and 
enK>Iuments. * -^ " 

" The 2d das^ shall be re^pqn^ble for a portion of seirices in thooe cases to 
which the first class shall be unequal— the number required A»h befunusbed 
by sections, hi the same manner as is prescribed tor Uut sections of the lui- 
lit.'a." 

*' The advanced tegions, in all cases of invasion or rebelEoD, shall, on r&> 
quiationof the lawful authoriUr, t>e obliged d^iomarchto any place -meOmtht 
United Statee, to remain embodied fir tudi time at thatt be direiied, noi tm ex- 
ceed one year^ to becomputed fivm the time of marching /rwi the repmemkd 
parade; during the period of their beii^ on such service to be placed on the 
cofttioental establiahment of pav, subsistence, clothing, fbnge, tents, camp 
equipage, and all auch'dther aliowancea as ar6 tatdt to federal troepe, at the 
same time and under the tame circumstances." 

*<The common mode of recruiting is attended with too great destruction of 
mdrals to be tolented,and is too vncertaintohe the principal resource of a 
wise nation mtixne of danger. The public fidth Is frequentfv wounded by 
unworthy individuals who hold out delusive jpramiaes whidi can never be 
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purpose of defending every thing that shouM be dewr to freemen. The con- 
sequences are natural: such men either deaert in time of dsu[)^r, or are ever 
- ready on the slightest disgust to turn their arms against their oountiy. By 
the establishment of the sections^ an ample and permanefit source is opeiie<^ 
whence the state in eveiy exigency may be supplied with men whose all de- • 
pends on the prosperity of their country.** 

I request the reader will duly* weigh these extracts, ^nd will 
examine the admirable plan, at large, which ought to immortal- 
ize tlie memorj of Genera! Knox. I hope and trust the day is not 
far distant, when thp iidoption of such a system will place a ram- 
part around out fire sides and our families, which qnight' bid defi- 
ance to all the hosts t)f Europe * combined, were they to attempt 
our subjugation* l^his would far exceed die famous Chinese wall 
built to guard against the incursions of the Tartar8--^r the Fictish 
wall of the Roman general Agricola. 

I cannot pass over one incident connected with this afikir^ which 
shews, in a striking point of liffht, the delusion which tlie spirit of 
faction ex(;ites. After the noble, efficient systems of the secretary 
at war and Mr. Giles fell sacrifices to the convulsive struggled i^ 
confess for powerr-And after, oif course, the country was thus 
left inamaiiner defenceless andexi>osed to the inroads of a power- 
ful enemy, the ho^se of delegates of tKe state of Maryland pub- 
lished lin addre3S to Rufus King, Bsq. lavishing compliments on 
him for his services in defeating these plans oif defence, subjecting 
their houses, their wives, their children, their pareilts, <ind them- 
selves, to the mercy of Cockbnrns and Gordens ! ! ! 

« Besolved, That the thanks of this house, in behalf of the freemen of Mi* 
tyland, b^ and they are hereby presented to the honoursable Rufus King, of 
the senate of the United, States, for the seasonable and successful interposi- 
lion of his experienced wisdom and elevated influence of character, in avert- 
ing the meditated operation ^a meana^ hottiie to the immtmUiet of amttitu-- 1^ 
tienalfreedom, qjfencive to the pure geniua qf independence, and Jr aught inth 
consequences ba^^d and appaUmg to the social order, 'tranqtdlittf, and W^ 
bekig of this United republic. 

** And this house would accompany the respectful tribute, which is thus 
speciaUy offered* with a general expression of the gftatehd sense which it 
auK> entertains of the distinguished merit of the other members of the mino- 
rity, who so stedfkstly and ably cooperated, at every revival of the struggle, 
in both branches of congress, in combating against the insidious introduction of 
an ttuthfnitative conscript estabUshment, more specious in the form <^ its ap« 

J»ix>ach, but not essentially different from that, whose intense oppresnon has 
ust vanished from the continent of Europe, with its guiltjy author, the blood- 
stained usurper of France.'' 

53 
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CHAPTER LXX. 

Oerrymanderism* Dmivation.of this queer name.' FaHHcat 

Leserdemairu A grand, discomry how to enable a minority to 

' rule the majority. Joint and concurrent votes. General ticktL 



. If b a painfiil trufli, discreditable to human nature, that po- 
lititians, even those who in private life are 'honest and upright, 
display considerable laxity of principle, in cases wherm the in- 
terest, or the power, or the influence of the party to • which they 
are attached, is in qi^estlon. From this slrong and pointed cen- 
sure, few parties, in any age or country, have been- free. It ir 
not therefore wonderful, that botli federalists and democrats have 
been liable toit^r Their history affords many decisive illustra- 
tions of the soundness of the maxim. 

The subject to which I have* devoted this chapter, is an un- 
answerable corroboration of the accusation. It involves a gross 
violation of justice and political morality— -and, virtuaUv dis- 
franchising one portion of the community, imparts to th^ other an 
undue share of political influence. Tliis is assuredly a high crime 
and misdemeanour, deserving of the most pointed 'reprobation of 
. good men of all parties.- 

It has reference to the representation in the senates of the in- 
dividual states. 

As this book may fall into the hands of persons > unacqiiunted 
■ with our systems- of goverpmerit, it may not be improper to state, 
that our legislatures are generally composed of a senate and house 
of representatives, or delegates. To the latter branch, each coun- 
ty in the state to which it belongs, sends one or mere representar 
tives. In fourteen of the states, the representation is in propor- 
tion to the population. But in Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, and 
North Carolina^ it is reflated merely by counties, no regard 
being paid to the population. 

The senates, in almost every ease, are composed of members 
chosen by districts, formed of two or more counties, which dis- 
tricts elect a number of senators- in proportion to their popula- 
tion, except in the four states specificMl. 

The above arrangement and the adjustment of these districts 
opens a door to a considerable degree of intrigue and management, 
and invites to chicane and fraud-^in one woni, to the political sin, 
which 1 have styled Gerrymanderi$}n. 

The injustice lies in so arranging the countiefi, in the formation 
of districts, as to produce the effect stated in tbt second para* 
graph. 
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To accomplish this minister purpose, counijies are freqneotlj 
united to form |^ senatorial district^ which have no territorial 
connexif^, being separated from each Other by an intervening 
county, aQmetidies.oj turo or three. * Of this^ heinous political sin, 
both tederalists and democrats, as I have said, have been guilty. 

The state of Massachusetts was depicted, two or three years 
^ince, as a sort of monstrous figure^ with the counties forming 
the seneterial districts, displayed on this unprincipled plan. It 
was called a Qerrymander,* in allution to the name oi the late 
vice-president of the United States, then governor of that state. 
Hence I derive the, term Qerryrnanderism, To those who gave 
the title ot Gerrymander^ it might m>t unjiptly be said— " men qf 
glasiyy throw no stones.*^ 

Tq enable the reader to form a correct idea of the extreme 
and fla^p^nt injustice that may be perpetrated ia this mode, 
:with0ut any apparent violation of law or constitution, I will ex- 

Jlaiii how the minority may be enabled to ruleihe majority, so 
it as respects the senatorial branch of the legislature. 

I suppose a case. ^Six counties, each containing 1,000 voters, 
are to be formed into three senatorial districts, each to elect foUr 
senators. The^ "districts may be so contrived, that the party 
predominant in the legislature at the time of arranging them, 
whether federal or democratic, with ^90 voters, shall have eight 
senators^ and the other, vith 3,680, shall have only four, and, 
nevertheless, every elector of the whole 6,000 shall exercise the 
right of suffrage. 

You may well be amazed, reader. But it is so. Such is the 
political juggle and hocus pocus, that our public men, of bod^ 
parties, toofrequegtly pay, to acquire or to perpetuate an undue 
share of power. 

. I now state the number of voters pf e^h ot ihesix counties, to 
which I give the following names: 



* The federafiaU, who have always been rtry adroit in pditical chri«(;enr 
iagSy endeavoured* by the use of t^ds name, to cast the bciUura exclusively on 
their antagonists, as if they themselves were immaculate ou this subject The 
idea is unsound 

The Boston folks are said to be fuH of notioat, They have been pretty 
notional on the subject of the English language^ which they have an^plifie^ 
I will not venture tm say improved, with many such ^ueer words. 
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Counties. 


FederalisU. 


Democr 


Jackson, 


120 


S80 


Erie, 


d80 


720 


Champlun, 


S40 


660 


M'DoQOUgh. 


680 


320 


Perry, ^ 


150 • 


850 


Porter, 


750 


260 



2320 3680 



I might k&ye ^tjled the parties big-endiaru or BUU'^niima^ 
The name is of no importance. 

Now for a display of political legerdemainr*ip order to enaUe 
tjie minority to role the majority : 

JfHshict JVb. h^formed of Erie and Porter thunties. 

Federal. DemociAtic 

Erie, 280 720 

Porter^, 750 250 

1030 QTO 



pistrict JVb. Sm'^formed ofChamplain and MPDonowgik, 

Federal. Democratic. 

Champlain, 340 660 

M'Donougfa, 680 320 

1020 980 



District JVp. S,*^f armed of Jackson and Perry. 

Federal. Democratic. 

Ji^ckson, 120 880 

Perry, 150 850 

270 irsp 

Thus, as I have stated, i^ minority of 2,320 imhabiUnts, have 
twice as many senators as the majority of 3,680^— tlieir candi- 
dates having been successful in the two iirst districts. In the 
first district, the democratic minority is 970 — in the second 960, 
which are wholly lost^ And the majority in the third district is 
1730, whereas 1010 would have equally secured the election. It 
therefore follows, that by this arrangement, there arci 970, 9SQ, 
|md 620 democratic votes absolutely Uirown away. 

This is an extreme case. Injustice, earned to such -a 
flagrant eztenti does not often occur. The instances, how- 
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^YtTf of this kind, bat, of an inferior degree, are by no means 
linfrequent It thence happens, that a senate is sometimes 
democratic, while the house of representatives, in the same 
state, is decidedly federal ; and vice versa; • 

This political arithmetic, like every other science, has^its 
arcana. Thf grand and unerring rule is to make your own 
minoriiies and majorities as smiul, and those of your adver- 
saries as large, - as possible. In othet words, to throw away 
as tew votes on your own side, and as many on the other, as 
in your power. 

This fraudulent practice admits but otone effectual remr 
€dy. Senatorial districts ought to be formed, of counties 
and parts of counties, quite contiguous to each other, so that 
all those/ who vote for each senator shall be residants of the 
same neighbourhood. 



The)-e is another political fraud, of which both parties 
have been occasionally guilty, and which deserves the sevc- 
est reprobation. It has *respedt to the choice of members 
<^f the house of representatives of the United States, and 
islectors of the prebident antl vice-president 

For these very important operations, there is not, al- 
though . reason and justice loudly call for it, a fixed and per- 
manent rule. The legislatures of the individual states have 
the power of deciding upon the mode, and. as it respects the 
representatives; npoa the time of the election. Hence, 
flagrant injustice is fre^^tly perpetrated. 

Thc^e elections are sometimes^ by districts, in the same 
manner as the state ' senators are "elected 5 at others by a 
general ticket. 

The last mode is extremely unfair and incorrect, it dcr 
prives the miqority altogether of any 'share in tb\s repre* 
sentadon. 

A short statement will fully evince the extreme injustice 
and inequality of a general ticket for members of congress, 
or electors oi president. 

Massachusetts is entitled to ii\^mbers of the house > ^q 

of representatives of the United States, J 

New-York, - . - -• 27 * 

Pennsylvania, - - - - -•23 

yirginia, - - - - ' - OS 

IT 
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Suppose either of the jpartiesy federal or deino«:ratjc, to 
have a very small, majority m each of these states, say two 
thousand vote« — suppose also, the whole "number of votes in 
the four states to be 300,000. The result -will be, that if 
the elections be by general tickets, 154,000 voters will se- 
cure tb6 entire representation, which is tuore tlian half the 
whole number of tnembers of congress — and that the remain- 
ing 146,000 have no representative. This idea might be 
pursued to a great e:|te^t. put I leiave it to the pen or pen- 
cil of the reader. 

Instances have frequently occurred in the dii&rent states^ 
of the mode of election being changed on the spur of the 
occasion, -to suit the mpmentary purposes of paity or fac- 
tion. The most recent case that has occurred, was in tht 
state of New-Jersey in 1812. From tBe organization of the 

general government till the year 1800, the members of the 
buse of representatives of the United , States^ h^ been elec- 
ted in tiiat state by districts. In that year, the federalists 
bad a majority in the legislature, and calculated on a major- 
ity, of votes in the whole %tate. In order 'therefore to engross 
the whole representation to themselves, on the eve of the elec-. 
tion, they repealed the district, law, and passed an act for 
electing the representatives by a general ticket Contrary to 
their calculations, tlie democratic ticket prevailed then and in 
cveiy subseouent electioi^ till the, year 1812* In* the lat- 
ter year the federalists having a temporary ascendency in 
the state legislature, one of their first, act^ was to repeal 
the ^neral election law, which they, had themselves enacted, and 
to restore tlie^ election by districts, which they had formerly 
repealed. And by Gerrymandering the state to suit their 
views, tiiey gained four ^ out of the six representatives ; 
whereas by a general ticket they would no^ h^ve obtained 
,one. 

Another repreh^sible procedure, * emanating from the 
same laxity of principle, respects elections by our legisla* 
tivc « bodies. When the politics of the two bVanche^ of a 
legislature are different, there is frequently a stru^le a- 
bout the mode H)i election--^ whether by a joint, or concur- 
rent vote. The senate; being the less numerous body, are, 
iu the case of a joint vote, merged and lost in the greater 
number of the house of representatives. They are, therefore. 
strenuofes supporters oi a concurrent vote, in which 
their iufluence is equal to that of the co-ordinate brandi. 
The other house, confiding in its numbers, is equally zeal> 
ous for a, joint vote, wherein it will have the ascendency « 
The* state of Pennsylvania was, many years since* for a con- 
siderable time unrepresented in the senate of the United 
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Stiles, in consequence of a stni^le of this kind — ^neither parij 
being disposed to concede the point to* the other. 

It IS a grand desideratum to have all these points clearly and 
explicitlj. defined "by the constitutions^^-^Thefe should be as little 
ternptatton ta fraud, and as little safety in the perpetration, tff ity 
ns possible. 



CHAPTER LXXI. • 

$tate of representation in Massa,chusett8. Wretched system of' 
representatitnt in ^Maryland and Virginui. Rotten boraaghsj 



XT may not be improper here to introduce an ajialagons' 
subject, resj)ecting the representation in th^ state of Mas^cbu* 
setts. The men who fram^ the constitution of that state, were 
probably as highly enlightened and respectable,. as an equal num* 
ber of men ever, convened for sucli a purpose. But they never- 
theless, committed some very f ^regious errors, Fhich are really 
astonishing. The most eonspicuo\}s waS; neglecting precisely to 
fix the number of representatives in the more numerous branch 
of the legislature. 1 he consequence is, that the numbers have 
fluctuated in the most extraoijdinary and incredible c^egree.. 
There have been, 1 -beKeve, as many as 700 -at other times, not 
half tlie number. And the town ot Boston has had a small ar- 
my of representatives, no less than forty-foup— being a greater 
Aumber than the whole senate and .house of representatives of 
the state of Delaware — than the entire senate of South Carolina, 
dr Pennsylvania — and than thi assembly of New Jersey. 

This defect in their representative system arises from a flaw 
in the constitution, respecting the choice of members of tb^ 
bouse of representatiVes-^-instead of the imperative, they shall 
electa the phrase is, they may elect. 

"Every corpomte lo\ni containing one liundr^d and fifty rateable polls,- 
may elect one representative:— every corporate town, containing three hun- 
drcd and seventy -five rateable pdUs, may elect two repr^ntatives.— everj- 
corporate town containing six hundred rateable polb, umy eket three repre- 
sentatives: — and proceeding in that manner, making two hundred and twen- 
ty-iive rateable pK)lls the mean increasing number for eteiy additional repie* 
tativc, 

Every town has therefore paid (^and I believe still pays) its own 
representatives: and from a sordid, miserable, huckstering, and 
contemptible spirit of economy, some of them send no represenf 
tatives — others, regardless of expense, send full as many as they 
are entitled to— ^ind some, it is presumable, when party spirit 
runt Ugh, send more than their quota* 
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On reflection, I cannot c<mceive how Boston can be entilied 
to 44 representatives. The city of Philadelphia, f^ith a poputa* 
tion of 57,000 inhabitants, has never polled more than 6,000 
votes. I'he right of suffra^ here is ad latitudinari^ as mnj 
wb^re; much more than in Massachosetts, where a citizen must 
be worth 60L to qualifv him to vote. According to the Massa- 
chusetts prini^ple, we snonld be entitled only to about 27. Bos- 
ton has but 32^000 inhabitants^ and yet has had 44 repi'eaenta- 
tivcs. 



Representation, which is the key-stone of free govetument, is 
arranged very incorrectly in several other states. ITie -Cfeii^- 
matufer principle, is, alas! too prevalent. The lust of poweV in- 
duces parties to hold tenaciously whatever political advantages 
they possess, however unjust their operation. 

'thisslibject would almost require a volume. But I am afraid 
the reader is tired of my sdibUne-— and, to be candid, 1 am 
tired myself. ' ipant tbr a close, i shall barely ^ance at a few 
enormous traits of injustice. 

Each of the counties of Maryland has/our represen^tives in 
the house of delegates. There is, nevertheless, a most enor- 
mous difference in the population. ' , 

' ^ InhoHtantB. MeptestntaHvesi 

Frederick county 34,477 4 

Anne Arundel , 26,668 4 

Baltimore 29,255 4 

Hartford * 21,258 4 

Balti<nore city 46,555 2 

158,213 18 



These four ebuntiesi and the city of Baltimbre, have only 18 
tepresentatives. 

Coutities. JMuibUantg. M^ts^ntdives. 

Allegany 

Calvert 

Carolifie 

Kent 

St.Mary^s 

48,^11 90 
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6,909 




8,000 




9,453 




11,460 




12,794 






APPENDIX. 

: These five counties hste twenty representatives. 
{>er8ons in one part of the state, have 10 per cent more inl 
than 158^13 in another. If this be not OerrymanderUm^ fOLj 
what is ? 

Kent county^ in Delaware, has but 20,495 inhabitants — Sussex 
27,750. But each elects an equal number of representatives and 
senators. 

The same wretched apd UT\just system prevails in Yirginia. 
Each county has two representatives. And there is a more enor- 
mous disproportion in the population, and more flagrant injustice 
than in Maryland. 

I anpex a view of the population of sixteen counties, which 
have thirty -two representatives in the house . of delegates. Eight 
of them, it will be seen« have 163,000 inhabitants, aUd the other 
eight only «7,000. Thus six men in the first list have no more in- 
fluence in the making of laws, than one in the second ! 

Counties, 
Caroline . 
Buckingham 
Albemarle 
Faquier 
tVederic 
Hallifax 
Lotidon 
Mecklenberg 



OounHes. 
Warwick 
Plouvanaa 
Middlesex 

* Patrick 

* Mason 

* Tazewell 
"* Brooke 

* Giles 



tnhabUanU. 




17,544 


2 


20,095 


2 


18,268 


2 


22,689 


2 


22,574 


2 


22,131 


2 


21,338^ 


2 


18,453 


2 


163,056 


16 


InhaUtants. 


Sepresentativis. 


1,835 


2 


4,775 


2 


4,414 


2 


4,695 


2 


1,991 


2 


3,007 


2 


2,717 


2 


3,745 


2 


27,179 


16 



Same subject ouee more, in a still more striking point of 
view. 

* New counties. 
54 
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Counties. 
Fauquier 
Frederic 


Inhabitants. 
22^689 
22^74 


Sep esentatives. 
2 
2 




45^63 


4 


Counties. 
Warwick 
Mason 


Inhabitants. 
1,835 
1,991 


B^resentatives,. 
£ 

2 




3,826 


4 



Thus, eleven inhabitants of th^ former counties have not as mudi 
wei^t as one in the latter !, 

Let no Virginian, after this statement, dare to censure the rot- 
ten boroughs of England^ This, state of representation is in the 
true spirit of that borough system. . 

When we take fully into . consideration the youth of tliis c^tui- 
tk-y— the era at which the American constitutions were formed — 
the general diffusion of politici^ knowledge — ^the illumination of, 
and advantages possessed by, the conventions that fr^anjed these 
constitutions ; and when we likewise reflect on the borou^ sys- 
tem in England, and the natural tendency of all political institn- 
tions towards corruption, unless frequent recurrence is bad to 
first principles — I am really inclined to think, that palliations 
may more readily be found for the borough system in England, 
wretched and corrupt as it is, then for the country representation 
in Virginia and Marylandi 

The knavish tricks, which I have glanced at in this chapter, 
cannot be too highly despised, whiether perpetrated by federalists 
or democrats, it is to be reeretted, that there is no court of jus- 
tice, to punish siich political fr^ds, how heinous soever they may 
be. A man shall be i^entc^ced for years to saw marble, for die 
depredation on the property of his neighbour, to the amount oTa 
few dollars. But a large portion of a state may be virtuallv dis- 
franchised by its representatives, without a possibility of redress, 
and the culprits whoUv escape punishment. 



To the calm and dispassionate consideration of the fHiblic, 
these views are respectfully submitted. That enormous evils ex- 
ist, and loudly call for a remedy, cannot be doubted or denied. 
That those whose political influence rests on the bans 
of these evih, will submit to have them redressed* I 
fondly hope and pray— but, reasoning from the general 
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coarse of human aflbirs^ I am not very sanguine on the 8i<)iject. 
For in the whole history of mankind, from the earliest records 
to the present time, there are hardly any instances to be found, 
of that glorioud spirit of justice and seH-denial, that induces na- 
tions or public bodies voluutafily to renounce any important ad- 
vantages they may possess, however unjustly they may have been 
acquired — or however oppressive or iniquitous their operation. 
And he must be a fool or a madmaa^ who, after reflecting on the 
pages of the " abstract and briff chronicle^^ of our times, is 
very sanguine in the expectation that we shall prove ourselves 
iviser or better than our ancestors-7<)r that we shall avail our- 
selves more of the light of history^ to guide our paths, than the 
nations that have preceeded us. Every sta^e of our progress, 
fiaught with (oily and error, forbids the fiat^nng anticipation. 



CHAPTER LXXI. 

■ \ 

•ff wonderful contrast. ^^Let every soul be subject to the higher 
powers.^^-^Rev, Dr. Morse^^nev. Dr. Parish — Rev. Dr. 
Osgood. Invocation to war. Governor Gilman. 

vPf the seditions' and treasonable opposition to the gov- 
ernment, that lately prevailed in the eastern states, 1 have given 
copious specimens in chapters 52 and 56. 

It is diffiicuU to decide which is greater, the dis^ace of the 
eovemment in its pusillanimous and feeble submission to such 
Uiwless outrages, or that of the parties who perpetrated them. 
Never before did such treasonable conduct experience the same 
impunity. And never again, I hope, will the same experimenf 
be made of the imbecility of the government of the United 
States, be it in whose hands it may, ii^ether democratic or fed- 
eral. The result, it is true, has not been unfavourable. The 
tornado has spent its fury without destroying the majestic edifice 
of our' government, which it threatened with perdition — and 
without provoking civil war. But the guilt of those who raised 
the storm, and the guilt of those who shamefully neglected the 
necessary measures to ward off its terrific consequences, is nre- 
oisely the same as if it liad produced those awful results, from 
which the finger of heaven alone saved this favoured nation. 

It may not be amiss to contrast with those horrible violations 
of law and propriety, the maxims hnd conduct of the federal 
leaders and their advocates when they held the reins of govern- 
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meii^ It wUl aiRiird an interegtiBg ex&niple of the fscititj witli 
which our ti^ws joT otjects an^ 0Hr senliraents can be moulded 
to suit the purposes of the moment 

And) to commence, I beg the reader will carefbllj peruse the 
sedition law, passed Anno 1^98, of which he will find the prin- 
cipal features in chapter 3. 

Bj this law; << if an j persons should combine or conspire ta- 
£ether> to o^clse any m^asufta tff the goveminent bf the UniUd 
StaUSj which should be directed bj the proper audioritj, they 
fO^^atdd be subject to a fine not exceeding five thousmd doL 
lar9*-*and $:j*totfnmrUonmefitn not less than $ix momihe, nor 
more than five yearsfi 

Reader, ponder well on these few lines. And reflect what 
would have become of the Chittendens, the Otises, tlie Picker- 
ings, the Blakes, the Websters, the Kings, the Rowels, cum 
ntttUis aliis^ had this law been carried into operation against 
them. There is not a man of them that would not have tak^n 
his abode in a prison, and paid a fine of perhaps five thousand 
dollars. The^e are som^ of them^ who, had tius law remained 
in existence, would have incurred its penal(;ies a thousand times. 

In the month of October, 1808, a rumour prevailed, that Bo< 
naparte had declared war against this countcy. The federal pa- 
pers then threatened ^the partixmns of France*^ with the ven- 
geance of tiie law— 4ije, and with vengeance bejond the law. If 
thej dared to make die least qpposition to the government, or dis* 
plaj their regards for France, even in conversation, tliey were 
ordered "to tower their foiie"— or threatened with being "«pfft 
to their master,^^ Of the stjle of these denunciations and 
threats, I annex aiair and full specimen, from the Gazette of the 
United States, October 2£, lfi08. 

**If the news this day received, of an actual declaration of war bj Bout. 
parte, shoald prove true, the traitorous emissartos of Napoleon^ who every 
where abound in the country, wil^ find it necessar/ to lower their tone. 
What can be tolerated in time of peace, THK PEOP£e 'WIU. NOT BEAR 
IN TIME OF WAR. The advocates of French despotism must eitbcr gn 
to their master, or be more cautious in their languag^e It is true that 
France has, to aU intents and purposes* been making war upon m these 
twelve months. But as it has not been declared in form, and ts our govern. 
inent have not thought proper to make any opposition, . the papers of Napo-. 
Icon, and 1ms agents of every descriplion, have liitherto been sufTered tsft 
carry oh theiir Intrigues, and to promote the cause of tlieir master by encry 
means which they chose to ^opt WB MUSI' NOW CORRECT THB 
IPIKKJEDUKB.** 

One other newspaper speciinaD, from tlie Baltimore Federal 
Gazette, July 5, 1798— . 

*< I beBeve, that some of the old Fvench Ifittven still remains amongst us, and 
that some vUe and. degenerate wretches, whom I call Frefich Partizmu, or 
^ncrican Jaco&n», wjfl not join any tmUtary associatipn, qr patriotic loan, but 
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aiscourage them is fiu* as they (fere ; these men should be curefuUy watch- 
BB, ^ind tf they should artfully attempt to form any miStaiy corps (and they 
vnJl be known by the character of their officers and privates) notice should 
be £^ven to our federal and state goyemments, to preyent commissions issu- 
ing from want of information." 

This is I presame, enotgh of this desciiptioii. 

I DOW proceed tp detail the wnfiments of three clei^men, who 
have rendered themselves conspicuoas bj their rancorous hos- 
tility to the administration of Mr. Jefferson and Mr. Madison— 
the Rev. Jedidiah Morse, the Rev. David Osgood, and the Rev, 
Elijah Parish. I have no recent sermon of Dr. Morse's : But 
of the anti-christtaii spirit that predominates in the late sermons 
of the two latter gentlemen, I have given abundant proofs and 
specimens in the 66th chapter of this work. L^t us examine what 
were their sentiments when tjie administration was in the hands 
of their own parly. Never wis there a stranger contrast 

And first, of Dr. Parish. This reverend gentleman delivered 
an addressron the 4th of July, 1799, which breathes in everj page 
the most devoted submission to rulers, tlie most decided support 
of their measures, and the most virulent fulminations against the 
oppose rs of the government. Its spirit may be readily conceived 
from the following short specimen :— 

«« It is a time of day that requires cautious jcalousv. Not jealousy of your 
inagistmtes, a3* for you have given them your conhdence j but of those who 
slander their administration. To be je«ilous of your rulers would be, as if a 
person were to choose a bride from aJI the beauties of the world and then 
. instantly without cause be jealous of her alone. c3" Your fvblic charactuu 
ABB TOUR owx <;iioicE. Watih those unyi-atefiil souls, who murmur about 
taxation and oppression, the burdens of government and religion. —They 
have fellowship with our cneinies — ^they are traitors to God and Christianity. 
He jealous of those who declaim against alien and sedition laws ; they proba> 
bly have a hankering for King and rebellion themselves. In a word, let 
honest men, let the friends of God and humanity, apuni from their embrace 
every roan who trifles with his father's religion, the hope and salvation of 
the world, — who alarms weak minds with the designs of government \ who 
discourages the most formidable means of defence. It was the swoid which 
gave courage to declare independence. Such is the present state of human 
nature, that— nothing but the sword can defend our independence. Never 
never while there is a crimson drop in your hearts will you suffer an arme^ 

foe to breathe your native air. CURSED BE HE THAT KEEPETH 

BACK HIS SWORD FROM BlX)OD j LET HIM THAT HATH NONE, 
SELL HIS COAT AND BUY ONE. THE CONTEST IS DESIRABLE." 

How shall we account for or reeonsile this ravenous tliirst for 
blood — ^this invocation of the sword — this elaborate defence of 
the constituted authorities, with the pacific spirit, the denoncia- 
tions of war, and the malignant abuse of the administration which 
are to be found in chapter 56 P There is only one conceivable 
reason^and that is, when Uood was called fur, it was Freadi 
hlood— French blood — French blood that was to flow. 
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Next I exhibit the Rev. Dr. Osgood. A convention of congre- 
gational ministers agreed to an address to President Adams^ in 
May, 1798, which was signed by that gentleman among others. 
I annex a short extract : — 

<( YfQ remember his [Christ's] command to for^ve and love our most m» 
jurious enemies. But neither the law of Chnstiamty nor of reason requires 
jus 03* to prostrate oiir national independence, trecrfom, property and hotiour 
-at the feet of protid, insatiable oppressors. . Such a prostration would be trea- 
son against that Being who gave us our inestimable privileges, civil and re- 
ligious, as a sacred deposit, to be defended and transmitted to posterity. It 
would be criminal uniuithfulness and treachery to our country, our ckutareii, 
and the whole human race. j ' , 

** The intimate connexion between our cii^ and christian blesaings is alone 
sufficient to justify the QQ* decided part which the cler^ of America b&Te 
imiformlytak^n(ijrinsuppQrti»gthc constituted authonties and political 
interests of ^eir country. 

Next follows the Rev. Jedidiah Morse, whose ele<}aencc and 
sound reasoning" in oldeii tim^," camnot fail to excite the ap- 
j)robation of tiie reader. The following extracts are from a ser- 
mon delivered by this reverend gentleman, May 9, 1798. 

** Our newspapers teem with slander and personal invective and abuse. 
Our lulers, grown grey, many of them, in the service of their country ; wbo, 
in thc'Various dignifiea and responsible oificesthey have filled, have discharg-- 
cd tJiCT duties with great ability and incorruptible inte^ity, are yetstig-- 
matized continually, as unfriendly to the rights and liberties of the people, 
and to the true interests of their coujitry. Our government itself, the most 
perfect, the best administered, the least burdensome, and mosthappyfying to 
the people, of any on earth, is yel steadily opposed in all its impmtant mea- 
sures ; and regular and continual efforts are made to^ stop its wheels. 

«* As citizens we ought with* one heart to cleave to, and support, our owb 
government It is a government of our own forming, and administered by men 
of our own choice ; and therefore claims our confidence and support. We 
ought to repel, with indignation, eveiy suggestion arid slanderous insinua- 
tion, calculuted to weaken a just confidence m the rectitude of tlie intentions 
of our constituted authorities. All such insinuations, at this critical period^ 
proceed from an influence hostile to our peace ; and, if permitted to have 
their intended effect, may accomplish the purposes of our enemies, in our 
division, and the overthrow of our government While, on the one hand, 
we would avoid passive obedience and non>resi^ncc, let us not vibrate into 
the other extreme, andbeheve it a duty to be jealous and suspicious of every 
tiling which is done by our rulers. We thought tliem honest Incn, and 
Iriends to their country, when we elected them mto office ; and what have 
they since done to forfeit our good opinion ^ Let their measures be examin- 
ed with candour, and we shall assureoly say, they deserve well of their coun- 
try. In tliis moment of our political dancer, let us be impressed with this 
truth -tliat — «» United we stand — divided we fall." The increasing uni o 
amonff us, and the revival and expression of the true American sp'uit, are to- 
kens for good, and augur well in regard to our political interests. 

" To the ftieadly dispo»tion and conduct of a foreign power, we may as- 
cribe the unhappy divisions that have existed among us, which have so great, 
ly disturbed our peace, and threatened the overtlirow of our government- 
"I'heir maxim, to which they have strictly and ateadily adhered, has been , 
** Divide and go\ eni." Their too great influence jimong us has bei^n exerted 
vigorously, and in conformity to a deep-laid plan, in cherishing party spirit, 
in vilifying the men wp Ijave, by our free suffi-ages, elected to administer ooc 
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^institution : and have thus endea\'Durcd to destroy the confidence of the 
people in tlie constituted a thorities, and divide them from the government.* 

** The pious king Hezekiah hath set us an example, when placed in asmi- 
lar situation, well worthy our present imitation : He took the message he had 
rcdeved from the king- of Ass yria^ and spread it before the Lord, and prayed 
— ( let us unite in tliis pertinent ptTiyer) — " O Lord God of Israel; which 
dweDest between the cbcrubims— thou art the God, even thou alone, of all 
the kingdoms of the^earth-^-thou hast made heaven, and earth — ^LokI ho4^ 
doWn thine car and hear — open. Lord, thine ey^s and see ; and bear the words 
oft Sennachedb, which hath sent him to reproach the living God. Of a trutbi 
Lord, the Idiogs of A^ssyria^iave destroyed the nations and their jiands, and 
have cast their gods into thfe fire ; for thev were n9 gods, but. the work of 
men's hands, wood and stone, therefore tliey have destroyed them — ^NoW^ 
therefore, O Lord our God, I beseech thee save thou us out of his hand, that 
all the kingdoms of the earth may know that thou art the Lord God, even 
dieu only.** The effectual fervent priyer of this gdod man avaiVed much.'' 

A . conipariapn of these doctrines with the doctriaes and 
practice ot these reverend gentlemen in 1812, and 18l3, ana 
1814, as exibited chap.' 56, must excite the most painful 
sensations in the mind of every man who feels for the hon- 
our of his species, It* is impossible for the human mind to 
conceive of a more .striking contrast— ;-a more deplorable in- 
stance of infatuation and delusion7-^r a more awful memor- 
rial of and n^emento against human weakness. 
. From the pupit, I descend to the civil walk*— and present 
you with the opinion of (jovernor Gitman in 1798, in an ad- 
dress to the legislature, and the echo from both houses. 

From Gove«Tibr Oilman's Speech to tKc Le^slatufe of New Hampshire. 

«* Perfection in human affairs i^ not to be expected : tosntisfy every citizen 
is next to inpossible ; but if our system of national government is generally' 
good ; if it is free ; if we have the choice as frequently as we w'uMt ot persons 
to administer it ; if one of the fmidame^ital and irreversible principles in a 
rcpubUcun government, is diat — a niaiority shall eovem, is it not proper to 
give— a firm support to the laws and administration of such a government, 
and for every citizen duly to cdnsider ho ,v far — clamour and opposition 
thereto has invited or procured, or may iiivite or procure, injuries from any 
foreign nation?" 

Extract from the answer of tlie Senate to Governor Gilman's address to the 

Legfislature. 

" Convinced that our national government is formed on the surest basis of 
liberty , that the— majority ou^ht to rule, that we have an opportunity as 
often as we can rationally wislvto change and elect oupmilers, we view it a^ 
the palladium of our rights, and entitled to our firmest support. 

« Although jealousy is a hvely trait in a political character, yet when very 
scnipulousiy exercised towards the admmistrators of goveniment, — ^it mav 
tend to lesten tlie confidence of a people in their rulers — and — ^we view with * 
ttfprct and indignation the faction that clamours for the destruction of our 
p»eace and government, and conceive its only source to be the dregs of suc- 
cessive foreign anarch)', operating on the weak and vicious^*' 
Extract nom the answer of the House. 

•« As the constitution of the government was formed by the wbest and best 
Bten, waa adopted after a candid discussion, and upon mature deliberatioiH 
without violence or tumult, it belongs to us to repose proper confidence in tl)e 
officers of our own choice, and willingly afford effective aid to that governmeat 
which we have instituted for the common good ; the beneficial eftects of the 
coDStitution of the United StatM have be eu generally felt, and acteowledged 
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to be fiir lgre$AJa than was at fitst expected. A spirit of inquiry into the 
pnnciplea w a goTenunent and the mode of its administration pertains to a 
&ee people : But-^when that spirit (lecomes intemperate, and iu designs are 
r-to promote opposition,— to. ^divide and waken the government,-— ct may 
emboloen foreign powers to hi?ade our nghts, and embarrass the measuies 
necessary obtain redress — wherever such ^restless, uneasy temper a|^>eara, 
we will lend our firmest aid to discourage and correct it." 

. I might extend the subject rerj fkr*. But t truBt I have 
^ made out vMfr case,^^, completelj, and that it would be ex- 
treme 8uperero|^oii to enter into anj further detail.* 



CHAPTER LXXH. 

Ptew of tlie prosperity of the United States during the va- 
rious administrations* Mighty errors prevtUent on tftts 
topic. . 

A VERT lar^ portion of. our citizuns hare imbibed a 
deep and rooted impression, that from the period when the 
administration of the general ^ goyemment was withdrawn, 
from th^ hands of Ihe federalists, and placed in those of 
their poltical opponents^ the prosperity of the nation began 
rapidly to decay. They belieye that during the presidency 
of General Washington and of Mn Adans, particularly the for- 
mer, our political and commercial sun had ascended to its 
meridian height ; that even previous to the embai^go and 
restrictive system, generally, it has descended towards the 
horizon ; that those me^ures sunk it far below, whence it 
is never to rise, till the powers of the general government, 
I^;blative and executive, are r^tored to the <^ . genuine sons 
of J^os/tiii^on"'— nurtured in h)s bosoms-formed in his. 
school— imbued with his maxims — and determined to tread 
in his footsteps, and to follow bis illustripus example. 

The universal prevalence of these opinions among the fed« 
, eralists of this country^ will hardly be controveited. 1 doubt 
whether there is a man among them, from tiiose of the 
highest grade of intellect down to those of the opposite ex- 
treme, who does not regard it as impertinence and pre* 
. sumption tp call them in question. And tiie prevalence «f 
this impression is -not wonderful. The assertions have beoi 
•§0 often repeated, with so much confidence, and in so manj 
shapes and forms, that it was not in huoMua nature for the* 
federalists to withold assent. It is a well known property 

* Some of the extracts in this chapter andin the 56th, are taken from as 
Excellent little pamphlet, published in NewHsmpshire, and entitled, «< An 
address to the clergy of New England, on ih&r opposition to tibe nders of 
the , United States. DyaUyman." 
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of manldDd to lend an easy assent to those opinionv that fliitter 
oor ranitjy^ offer incense to our pride, tend to promote our in- 
t«rest»9 or to gratif'j ciur ambition* 



The prevalence of those opinions has produced most deleterious 
consequences. It has embittered ieliow-citizens against each 
other with the most virulent animosity. The federalists, persuad- 
ed that their antagonists have impaired the honour^nd happiness, 
and prosperity otour common country, have regarded them with 
sentiments of raucoui*, and hatred, and disgust And if their 
views'of the case were correct, their opponents would be fit ob- 
jects of those hostile feelings. It Would be laudable to strain 
every nerve to expel from power men whose whole course had 
proved tliem un\^orthv of it. The angry passions raging on one 
side, enkindle their likeness in the breasts of their opponents, 
who are deeply exasperated at the injustice th^y believe them- 
selves to have expenenced from their adversaries. This is per- 
fectly natural, And time, which in all common cases possesses 
the {>roperty of diminishing the force of passion, is unfortunately 
deprived of this salutary power, by the zeal and activity of those 
who find anintereSt in fomenting public discord. And that there 
are nutny of our citizens of ihis description, possessed of ereat 
talents, great industry^ and great influence, cannot be denied. 

If the allegations against th^ democratic administrations were 
true, 1 should most heartily and cordially pray for a change ot 
our rulers. I am not in love with ruin or disgrace. And far from 
being willing to sacrifice the honour, or happiness, or interest of a 
great nation for the advantage of a president, vice-president, and 
a few secretaries, &c. &c. there are no ten thousand meii of either 
party whom I would for a second put into the scale against a fourth 
part, not to say the entire nation. 

I believe that such are the sentiments of the democrats gene- 
rally. I ani convinced that if they could be persuaded that Mr. 
Jefirerson or Mr. Madison had sacrificed the ititeresta or the 
faon'mr of their countr^^, they would unhesitatingly prefer Rufus 
Kin^^ Timothy Pickerins;, George Cabot, or De Witt Clinton. 
PensAi the man, whoever ne be, w& would offer up the happiness 
of miUiona to promote tiie iateresta or the views ot a few. 



This subject well deserves the most serious consideration. 
It ivUl amply repay the time bestowed on it by the writer and 
bis readers. If the opinions, which I have stated, be cor- 
rect, they ought to be aa generally promulgated as possible | 

55 
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no pains nor exertions oUffht to be spared in order to iUumini^ 
the minds of those who disbelieve the^i, , If they be erroneoosy 
the sooner and more completely they fire detected, and exposed, 
and " consigned to the tomb of the Capulets** the better. And I 
trust there IS no upright, candid federalist, that would wish the 
elevation or the influence of his par^ to bejiromoted or perpe- 
tuated by the prevalence of error. He would scorn to be wafted 
to power by the unhallowed means of delusion. 

This chapter I regarded as thi most important in the Book, 
multifarious as are its contents; 



Tlie chiel criteria, whereby to decide upon the decay or pros- 
perity of nations, may be reduced to six heads, 

1. Domestic industry and imprdvcraents in all their varioiB 
branches. 

2. Population— whether si^tidnary, increasing, or decreasing. 

3. Foreign commerce. 

4. increase or decrease of revenue. 

5. Dischar^ or acc'umulatibh of debts. 

6. Navigation. 

I shall slightly touch on each of these. 

Sect. I. BomesHcindiistry and impravenunts. 

The first item, which isth^ most impbrtant, and embracing by 
far the greatest sum of human hanpmess, docs not afford tbosa 
marked and decisive documents or data, that the custom houses 
and other public offices furnish for the remaining five. The 
progress of national industry sheds its beneficent influence around^ 
without glare or ostentation. Hamlets become villages — ^villases 
become towns—- tOwn§ become cities— cities double their popua- 
tion almost unobserved. There are few or no document to 
establish the facts. They are yet on diie investigation tangible 
and strikingly visible. Nevertheless, from the extreme scarcity 
of data ori]ocuments% I ^as almost wholly discouraged from en* 
tering on thesubject, and disposed to appeal to the reader's per- 
sonal observations for the rapid advance of domestic industry, and 
the general improvement of the country. But I hkvejat^eed it 
bette»' to avail myself of the few I have, which are gleanedfrom 
Blodg^et'sEconomica, than pass the subject over in silence. They 
are principally estimates, and cannot therefore be supposed to be 
entirely correct. But they are sufficient to answer the purposte 
of compat i^n, which is all the otgect I have in view. 
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1. Acres in tillage — ^ 

9^ Metdowg and fallow iprounds - 
3. Total improved lands— 



4. Value of culttvited lands 

per acre, 

5. Horses — 



6. Homed CatUe 



r. Toll Bridges— 1797 

1801 
18(tt 
1807 

h, Tampike and Canals— 1 797 - 

1801 
1805 
.1807 

9; Insurance Companies— 1797 

1801 
4804 
1807 

10. Bank^-« 1797 

1801 
1805 
1807 

11. B^k notes in circulation— « 



12. Metallic medium-i^ 



1797 
1801 
1805 
1797 
1801 
1805 
1797 
•1801 
1805 
1807 

1801 

1805 
1797 
1801 
1805 
1807 
1797 
1801 
1805 
1807 

Ko. 
15 
«5 
SO 
49 
25 
' 33 
48 
82 
9 
22 
'40 

25 
31 
B9 
86 

I79r 

1801 

1804 

1807 

179X 

1801 

1804 

1806 

1807 



9,600)000 
10,500,000 
11,400,000 
9,500,000 
•- 9,900,000 
10,350,000 
35,600,000 
37,400,000 
39,400,000 
39,990/K)0 

S5.60 

6.25 

990,000 
1,070,000 
1,200,000 
1,300,000 
2,220,000 
2,500,000 
2,950,000 
3,200,000 

Capital Stock. 

21,100,000 
1,860,000 
2,000,000 

82,300,000 
3,050,000 
4,900,000 

• 2 3,300,000 
6fi00fiOO 
10,000,000 
17,000,00fr 
8 19,200,000 
22,400,000 
• « 39,500,000 
50,000,000 
210,000,000 
11,000,000 
14,000,000 
18,000,000 

e lefioofioo 

17,000,000 
17,500,000 
18,500,000 
20,000,000 
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1797 


B 888,998 


1801 


3^5^91 


180i • 


4^24,821 


i8oe 


4^5S8,10S- 


1807 


9^3,843 


1797 


glO,406,Wl 


1801 


15^7^27 


1803 


12^17,449 


1806 


19,553,890 


1797 


82,190,500,000 


1801 


2,43e,5O0,00O 


1804 


2,502,000,000 


1807 


2,S18,OOt,000 



13. Cash ill Treasury— 



14* Custom bouse bonds— • 



15. Valuation of real and per* > 
sonal estate — ^ 5 



Of the above items, the 1st, ^, 3d, 4th^ 5th, 6th, 11th, )2fli, 
and I5th, are, as I have stated, merely estimates. From liie na<« 
ture of the case, they could not be otherwise. But they affwd 
tolersd^le data for calculations and comparisons of the advance- 
ment of thfis pros|>erity of the country. The other items, the 
toll bridges, turnpikes and canals, insurance compantes, iNinks^ 
cash in tne treasury^ and custom-house bonds, a^ derived from 
actual documents, procured by the unwearied exertions of the 
fiuthor of the Economica* ... 

Section II. PbpulaUan. 

The statements I shall giye on this Boint are extracted from 
the census of 1800, the last year of tne administration of the 
federal party, and that of 1810, when ^eir successors had held 
the reins of govemmei|t for ten years, during which the perni- 
cious effects 80 generally ascribed to their system musthave had 
ample time to develope themselves. 

Population of Maine, 
Vermont, 
New Hampshire, 
Massachusetts, 
New-York, 
New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 
Virginia 
North-Carolina, 
»*Hyuth-€arokAa, , 
Georgia, 
Kentucky, 
Tennessee, 
i>hio, 



1800. 


1810. 


151,719 


228,705 


154,465 


917,895 


183,858 


214,460 


422,845 


472,040 


586,050 


959,049 


211,149 


945,562 


§02,535 


810,091 


886,149 


974,622 


478,105 


555,500 


345,591 


• 415,115 


162,686 


252,433 


220,959 


406,511 


105,602 


261,727 


45,365 


230,760 
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CityefNcw-York, 6o^28 


96,373 


City of Philadelphia and ? ^ ^.^ 
Liberties, > * ' 


88,986 


City of Baltimore, 26,6U 


$5,583 


Town ot Boston and rest > oa ^i c 
of Suffolk county, J ^'""^^ 


34,381 


Newport, 0,739 


7,9o7 


Providence^ 7,614 


10,071 


Kantucket, d»617 


6,8o7 


Portsmouth, N. H. 5,339 ' 


. 6,934 


New-Haven, , ' 4/»49 


6,967 



42^ 



nttsburg^ I»ft65 4,768 

' Here are incontriivertible proob of the advancement of the 
United States in the -toad to happiness and prosperity. Every 
put of the union which did hot UdKwr under disadvantages 
From its crowded population, or its sterility, or the migration of 
its citizens, has made rapid strides in this glorious course. What 
a stu()endous increase in the state of New- York, Pennsylvania, 
Geoma, Kentucky, I'ennessee and Ohio! With what ineffitUe 
delight mu^t every ^end of his species contemplate these glori- 
ous scenes of expanding population, civilization, and happiness! 
Arts^ manufactures, comqierce, and science, spreading their holj 
empire w)ieVe a few. years past. the wild Savage prowled in quest 
0fprey! 

Section III. Foreign commerce, 

I proceed to the third criterion of national prosperity. And 
here the documents are »full^ complete, and irresistible. They 
deserve, and I hope ^ill receive the most particular attention. 

The federal ^vernment was organizeu and went into opera- 
tion in 1789. No tables of exports were. however published for 
that or the succeeding year. They began m 1791. lam there- 
fore, limited to six years of General Washington's administration* 

Let it be observed, that from 1791 till 18& inclusive there was 
no discrimination in the official fables of exports, between Amer- 
ican productions and manufactures, and those foreign articles 
which were re-exported from this count^v. This renders the com- 
parison less complete, than it would otherwise have been. 



Exports from the United SUOes^ dom$$tie andforgign. 

Presidmt Washington. 1791 19,012,000 

1792 SO/53,000 



d9,765/)0Q 
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Resident Washiogton. 



Preiident Adams. 



President Jeffersen. 



1793 26,lo9,ooo 

179i 33,026»ooo 

1795 47«9S9,ooo 

1796 67>o64»ooo 



1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 


58,t5e,ooo 
61,5:^,000 
78,665,000 
70,971,000 


1801 
l8o2 
1803 
18o4 


94,115,000 
72,483,000 
55,800,000 
77,699,000 


18o5 95,688,000 
18o8 lol,536>ooo 

1807 lo8,343^ooo. 

1808 22,430,000 



President Madison, 



18o9 
I8I0 
1811 
W12 
1813 



52,2o3,ooo 
66,757,000 
61,376,000 
58.527,006' 
27,855,000 



174,1 88,000 



268,ol3yOoq 



300,097^000 



327,875^000 



246,718,000 



ExfiortatUn of American firt^ductiona and mant^/aeiurt*. 

President-Jefferson. 18o3 42,2o5,ooo 

1804 41,467,060 

1805 42,387,000 

1806 41,253,000 
.18o7 48,699,000 
I808 9,453,000 



President Madison. 



18o9 
I8I0 
1811 
1812 
1813 



31,4o5,ooo 
42,366,000 
45,294 000 
32,658,000 
25,008,000 



225,44^0QP 



U6,731,oop 

Average of American exfiorta forei^ md Domestic. 
|. Durinit the presidency of General Washington, S535,5oo,ooo 
iDttringthatofMr.Adams, 67,ooo,ooo 

3. For the whole of General Washington's and ? 51^250,000 

Mr. Adams's presidency, i 

- During Mr. Jefferson's first period, IVJ!^^ 

During his second, including a year of embargo, |5j*2?^»^ 



6* For bis whole term. 



71,45o,ooo 
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t^resideni Washington. 



President Adams. 



President JeSersoA. 



ur9i 

1792. 

1793 
1794 
1795 
1796 

1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 

1801 
1802 
1803 
1804 



(5,534,263 
4,614,924 

6,073,512 
6,6^,313 
7,959,409 
7,368,120 

8,258,111 
6,192,447 
9,035,348 
9,351,346 

13,362,702 

8^27,^0 

.11,322,427 

14,996,965 



\ 



^. Daring Mr. Madison's first five years, inclttding a 

.year and half of war, 49,000,000 . 

8. For Mr. Jefferson's and Mr. Madison's, inclusive, 67,200,000 

Average of domestic carports, 

1. During six years of Mr. Jefferson's presidency, * 

1803 till 1808 inclusive^ 37,500,000 

2. During five, years of Mr. Madison's, ^ ,35,300,000 
> 3. For eleven years from 1803 to 1813, inclusive, * 36,500,000 

To the candid reader, desirous to form correct estimates of the 
affairs of his country, and to diveSt bis mind of pcanicions errors, 
{ venture earnestly to recommend a careful consideration of these 
Tables. He will thereby be convinced, tliat till France anjl 
England commenced their disgraceful atid unparalleled course of 
rapine and devastation <^ prayins on the unprotected commerce 
ef a friendly power," the LTnited States made as rapid progress 
in the career of prosperity and happiness, from the year 1801 till 
18p7t so far as respects foreign commerce, as any nation in the 
world has ever done. ' " 

Section IV. Revenue. - 
The fourth criterion whereby to test, the progress of the 
prosperify of the United States, is the situation of its revenues. 
Decay and decnpitude are incompatible witli their increase or 
advancement I shall therefore state the net amount of the im- 
posts of the United States, from 1791 to 181^ inclusive, takeii 
from the official documents submitted to Congress, by Josepk 
Kourse;£sq. Register General, in piit-suiuce of the order of the 
house of representative8.-^f the ^ire^t tax^s I have not a state- 
ment—but they are unessential in the formation of a comparison: 



11,149,187 



28,084,354 



-32,837,252 



•-48,0!24,3«5 
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President Jcffinrsoi. 



Prerident Madim. 



1805 
1806 
1807 
1808 

1809 
1810 
1811 
1812 



14:978.880 

16.015.517 

16^92^9 

7.176.985 

7.138.676 
12.756.831 

7.688.803 
13.0S».855 



54.664.071 



' .— ^ ^,844,225 

This table neqtures bat little emuBatiei). It ti decifti^ ud 
otenrhdmiDg— aad of itsdf would fully soffice to settle ^tas 
questioB. I iulgoiii tbe jresult : 

Jv^Toge duties on exports* 

1. Generaliyaflhingten's presidency, six year^, 6.500,000 

2. Mr. Adams's fcnr years, • 8.200.000 

3. General Waakingtoa's and Mr. Adam's, ten years, 7.200.000. 

4. Mri Jefferson's first period of service,' foOr years, « 12.000.000 

5. do. second period, lour years, 1^.660.000 

6. Mr. Madison's first peHod, 10.210.000 

7. Mr. JeflTerson's and Mr. Madison's, tweWe years. 11.956,000 
Itwerene^ess to add comments— the most superficial read- 
er cannot mistake— the tnost prejudjiced dare not reject tbe 
strong and irresbtibla evidence here laid before tile pubtic 

Section V. Mivigaiion.' 

The increase or decrease of the tonnage of a commercial na- 
tion, is an important criterion of the retrogradation or the ad- 
vancement of its prosperity. Let us calmly enquire into the in- 
dications that we may drawfi:xaa this source. 

I lay before the reader a table of the tonage of the United 
States from 1793 till 1812 inclusive. 



President Washington. 



1793 
1794 
1795 
1796 



Tons. • 
491,789 
628,415 
747,961 
831,897 



President Adams. 


1797 
I79S 
1799 
1800 


876,910 

, 888,326 

946,407 

973,489 


President Jelbnon* 


1801 
1802 
1803 
1804 


1,032^16 
892,102 
949,171 

1,042,402 



2,700/» 



3,685,132 



3,915,891 
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1805* 
1806 
1807 
1808 

J 809 
i810 
1811 
1812 



1,140,964 
1,208,733 
1,268,545 
1,242,443 

1,350,178 
1,442,781 
1,414,770 

•1,232,503 

Avera^ tonna^ of the lia^t four years of Gen. Wash- 
ington's presidency, 

of Mr. Adams's 

of General Washirt^bn's and Mr. Adams's 

of Mr. Jeficrson's «ight years, 

of Mr. Madison's first period, 

of >Mr. Jefferson's and Mr. Madison's, 



or 



4,860^0^ 



5yl40,2Sl 

675,006 

921,000 

798,000 

1,097,000 

1,355,000 

1,257,000 



. I trust that these statements cannot fail to prove the utter want 
ot foundation of the charge of the decay of the prosperity of the 
UnitediStates so far as Inspects, navigation, since the change of rtt^ 
lers. ^Notwithstanding the unpr^edent^d depredations perpe- 
trated on us by both belligerents, the tonnage of the nation m- 
treased with a steady pace. Th^ increase during the first peri- 
od of Mr. Madison's administrationj^is really astonishing. 

Section VI. National Debts. 

The liext criterion of the decay or prosperity of a nation. Is its 
debt. It is self-evident ^at A nation or an individual, who&e 
debts are rapidly discharging, cannot be in a state of decay or 
depreciation. In Order, tnerefore, to enable the readet* to de- 
cioe the q^uestiou at issue by this criterion, I subjoin a statement 
of the national debt of the Ufeited States, on the 1st. day of every 
year^ 1791 till 1813. 





1791 


875,463,476 




1792 


77,29.7,924 




1793 


80,352,634 




1794 


78,427,404 




1795 


80,747,587 




1796 


83,762,172 


President Adantl^ 


1797 


82,064,479 




1798 


79,228,529 




1799 


78,408.669 




1800 


82,976,204 



«s 
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President Jeffcrsdn. 


1801 
1802 
1808 
1804 


83,038,050 
80,712,632 
77,054,686 
86,427,^20 




1805 
1806 
1807 
1808 


82,312,150 
75,723,270 
69,218,398 
65,196,317 


IVesklent Madison^ 


1809 

• * 1810 

1811 

181? 


57,023,193 
53,172,302 
47,913/56 
45,120,150 



This aObrds a Dioit exhilarating view of the situation of the 
United States, and proves the utter fallacy of the prevailiiug opm- 
ions on this topic. In twelve years of democratic administra* 
tion, from 1801 to 1812, inclusive, the debt was reduced from 

* - 83,038,050 

to * . - - -45,120,150 

notwithstanding the purchase of Lou* 

isianafor . . - 15,000,000 

which is an actual reduction of * 53,000,000 

And to increase our surprise and our rapturous jov at such a 
glorious view of the immense resources of our blessed country, 
one of the early measures of Mr. Jefferson's administration was 
the repeal of a catalogue of burdensome taxes. 

Among the wonderhil, and the inexplicable complaints and li^ 
bels against the democratic administration was ibe repeal of these 
taxes! It is the first time, in the history of the world, that the 
rejpeal of grinding, harrassing, and degrading taxes was consider- 
edf as matter of accusation, or as an unpopular measure. 

The taxes repealed, were-^1. Excise on still and domestic dis^ 
tilled spirits. 2. On refined sugar. 3. On licenses to retailers. 
4. Duties on pleasurable carriages* 5. Stamps* 

In some of the very elaborate publications of Mr. Hekering, in 
which he used his utmost talents and infiuence to dissuade his 
fellow citizens from subscribing to the government loans, hisdiief 
argument, as far as I recollect^ (I have not the essays 
by me) is deduced from the wickedness of the repeal of 
these taxes. And the Hartford Convention, after draw- 
ing the most alarming picture of the hideous state of 
public affairs, in enumerating the means whereby a ^ hig^ 
state of public prosperity has undergone a miseraUe and 
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afflicting ireverse through the prevalence of a weak and profli- 
gate pohcv," expressly state, as the fourth cause— 

** The abolition of e^qsting taxes, rec|uisite to prepare the country fi>r 
those changes to which nations are always eiposed, With a view to the ac- 
qctisition w popular favour." 

I shall not attempt to decide, I leave that task to the members 
of the Hartford convention, with what propriety in December, 
181 i, the distress, or difficulty, or embarrassment, or decay of 
the United States, could be ascribed to the repeal, in 1B02, of 
taxes, some of them most odious, when such in the interim had 
been the overflowing state of the treasury, that the public debt 
had been reduced 38,000,000 dollars, exclusive of tne purchase 
pf Louisiana. This is a most extraordinary paradox. 

I dare flatter myself with the hope that I have laid sufficient 
materials before the reader, to satisfy him, that the glowing 
statements of the extraordinary prosperity of this country during 
the predomin&nce oF federalism, and of its utter <)ecay from a 
change of rulers, is a gross error, utterly, vpid of foundation, and 
pregnant with as pernicious consequences, as most that have ever 
prevailed in this or perhaps in any other nation. The country, 
previous to the crperation of the federal government, was in a most 
prostrate and abject state. Arts, trades, and commerce l^qguish- 
ed. Industry had little or no encouragement. Tender laws and 
other measures, impolitic and unjust, had banished confidence 
between man and man. An unfavourable ballance of tr^de had 
exhausted the country of its metallic medium. The states were 
hostile to and jealous of each other. In a word, affairs, for want 
ofageneral controlling government, had gone on from bad to 
worse, till ^pd men began td doubt whether in its consequences 
the revolution would deserve to be styled a blessing. 

But the establishment of our most nobl^ and most excellent 
form of government, worked a rapid and incredible change. 
Confidence was completely restored. Arts, trade and com- 
merce r^x»y^- State jealousy was disarmed of all its powers to 
retard or destroy public prosperity. In a word, the happiness 
and prosperity or the nation were fixed on foundations as aurable, 
I hope, as the rpck of Gibraltar. 

But it 19 equally and \indeniably true, that the countnr was in- 
comparably more "prosperous for seven entire years of Mr. JeSer- 
son's administration, than during the administration of his pre- 
decessors. This is a truth, |k strong truth, deny it who may, 
which, if I courted popularity, I should not dare to 
promulgate. To many it will appear little short of blas- 
phemy. But whatever may bt its ■ appearance, and how- 
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ever unpopular it may be» I have full j established, that cUi- 
ring those seven years, the population, the exports, the reve- 
nues, the tonnage, and the aomestic industry of the natkm, 
made more progress, than they had done dunng the adminis- 
tration of General Washington ; and that the debt was re- 
duced with unparalleM rapidity. And it therefore incon- 
trovertibly appears, that ^e country was more prosperous 
during that period, than under his aaministration, although it 
had then been highly prosperous. « . 

I trust I entertain a' due sense of the transcendent merits 
of General Washington. He was indisputably a truly great 
and most illustrious character. His conduct durrog the 
revolution has Earned him a conspicuous niche amopg the 
small but glorious band of heroes who saved their country, 
or who sacrificed their lives in the glorious struggle to* save 
her. He i^anks with' I^e'onidas of Sparta, Epaminondas of 
lliebes, * CJimoh of Athens, Alfred of England, Wallace itf 
Scotland, Henry Bourbon of France, Brian Boirombe of 
Ireland, the Dutch Prince of Orange,* Gwstavus Vasa of 
^Sweden, Andrew Dona of Genoa, and others of this de- 
scription, who hold the first rank among the benefactors of 
the human race. And to those who read the statements of 
the Wretched materials with which he had to form his ar- 
mies, as may be seen page 390, &c. his merits will be vastly 
enhanced. The mis^table system pursued by the early con- 
gresses, of trusting the fate of the couhtry to short enlistments 
and to militia,, trebled his difficulties, and trebled his merits in 
struggling against ^nd overcoming them. 

Besides General Washington's services during the war, he wa^ 
eminently useful to his couhtry afterwards. - 1 feel persuaded 
that but for the influence of his name, tlie federal convention 
would never have agreed upon a constitution. Of tliis, it is true, 
I have no proof— nor is it fully susceptible of proof. It must 
eternally rest as mere opinion. But any man who attentiv^y 
reads Luther Martin's statement of the proceedings of the con- 
vention, (the only published record) and duly considers the dif- 
ficulty they experienced to agree upon a form of government^ 
and how nearly all their efforts escaped being blasted, even with 
the advantages of Greneral Washington's influence and exertions, 
will not regard-my opinion as very extravagant. But I force it 
on no man. I further believe, that even after the constitute 
was promulgated, the irifluence of his /lame and support wu 
absolutely necessary to ensure it success. It was in 
great jeopardy. The minorities in several of the state con- 

♦ The deliverer of Holland from Pliilip II; 
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yentions were numerous, active, and influential. There was, 
therefore, considerable difficuFty in gettim; the machinery of the 
giivemment into operation. It wi^ a truly arduous task. But 
when once the vessel was fairly launched, the duties of th^ pilot 
were quite easy. 

With this immense and solid stock of indisputably claim on 
the gratitude of his country, and on the esteem and admiration of 
the great and good of our era and of all future ages, he needs 
not any addition to his fame, of which the ti^ei^ not as clear as 
the noon-day sun. And to ascribe to him, cyr his councils exclu- 
sively, the flood of prosperity that succeeded tlie establishment 
of a solid form of government, would be a radical error against 
the truth of history* As well might we ascribe the fertility of 
the soil^ When both seasons, and climate are favourable, to the vi* 
gilance of the steward who superintended the plantation, as as- 
cribe the beneficent effects of unshackled and protected indus* 
try, to presidents, governors, or kings. All th^t mankind require, 
in order to be industrious and happy, is to have their property 
eecure. And this is the natural effect of wise laws. 

. If the nations of Europe, oppressed by wasteful and destroying 
governments— at w^r forty or fifty years out of every century-r 
curbed and constrained ai^d controlled in their industry by 
monopolies, and restrictions, and grinding taxes — if, I say, un- 
der all these and numberless other disadvantages, the European 
juitions make advances in prosperity, as is undeniably the case, 
would it not be inexpre^ibly wonderful, if we did not run rapidly 
in the same career— if we did not outstrip them as far as the 
hale, hearty, vigorous, full-blooded rager outstrips the stage 
torse, worn out by hard se;j;vice and merciless usage? 

A ship is, in the technical spn^e, well founi in every respeet. 
She has a noble cr^w.' She is on the open sea. The winds are 
perfectly favourable. She runs rapidly oefore them. She makes 
nine, ten, or eleven knots an hoiu*. She reaches her destined 
port in perfect safety. Would it not be ignorance or folly to 
ascribe to the skill of the captain the rapidity of her movements 
or the success of her voyage? 'It is only wlien the sky is over- 
cast with clouds and darkness — when the furious hurricane 
howls around the ship — when the waves, opening wide their de- 
vouring jaws, seem ready to swallow her up, that there is a de- 
mand for the energy, the talents, and the fortitude of the mas- 
ter of the vessel. 

Witli due respect to presidents, and governors, and kings^ 
this is a pretty analogous case to tlieirs. In times of trariquility, 
there is little room for a display of the talents of an executive 
piagistratp. In a well ordered state, the laws may be said toex- 
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ccute themselves. The long train of judges, jurors^ attomcj 
gi>nerals9 marshals, constables, &c. are eternally on the alert, to 
prevent infractiofi. 

It may and will seem a paradox (I shall be charged with deal- 
ing in paradoxes) to assert, as I do, that at least as much talents 
are actually necessary for a legi^ator as, in almost every case, 
for a governor, and, in ordinary cases, for a president. 

In a free representative government like ours, the grand, con- 
trolling, and supereminent pow^r is in the legislature. They or- 
dain, direct, command. Ineir will, fairly expressed, enforces 
obedience ei^ually fromthe governor or president, as from the 
lowest mendicant. If the governor or president, as the case may 
be, dares to violate their comn^ands. he is impeachable. 

1 return to Mr. Jefferson's presidenoy . " But," it will be said, 
<* the prosperity of the country was arrested aad during the 
last year of his administration." This I do not, ) cannot deny. 
It appears fully evident from all the documents I have given« 
\Vhence arose this stagnation? This is an imp^:lant inquiry. 

The application in 1805 of the rule of the war of 1756, had 
made great havoc on the trade, commerce, and resources of the 
country. At the close of 1807, the French decrees and British 
orders in council went into full operation. And they were met 
by our embargo. I have already stated, and I hope there'ls 
not a man of candour in Europe or America that will doubt or 
deny, that these measures ofFrance and England reduced the 
IJrated States to the altemative-'-of war with one or both— or 
eUe an embargo. We were literally hunted ofT the ocean. 

That an embargo was less pernicious than war — and that ii 
wa^ highly meritorious to try every other means previous to the 
horrible recourse to arms, no " friend of peace" can deny. 

But be this as it may, as the arrestation of our prosperity 
arose from the measures of France and Endand— -^nd as it has 
pever been pretended that the American administration advised 
or encouraged these powers to adopt their orders and decrees, 
)t conclusively follows, that the outcry against the restrictive 
system of Mr. Jefferson, which these measures rendered indis 
pensable, is utterly unjust and unfounded. 

There is another mode of deciding this question. If the 
government of the United States really bore hostility to 
Commerce, it had no mode of displaying that hos^ity bn^ 
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by » thte enaction of anti-commercial laws, or the repeal of 
laws favourably to cotnmerce. This is self evident. Except in 
this shape, it is a3 perfectly powerless over commerce as a council 
of Indians held in a wigwam. And if there were any anti com- 
mercial laws enacted, they must be still e?:tant. The statute 
books are every where to be found. And I now in the face 
of the United States and that of Christendom, challenge any 
opposer of tiie administration to produce a single law enac- 
tca during the administration df Mr. Jefferson, which can by 
any ma» of character be ascribed to hostility to commerce. 
There is not one. Nor was any law favourable to commerce re- 
pealed, l^et tlie statute books be carefully examined, and the 
laws brought to the severest scrutiny. 

It would be moat extravagant folly to ascribe the law of 
1806, prohibiting the importation of certain articles of British 
manufacture, to the hostility of the government to commerce* 
This law was enacted, in consequence of the murmurs and 
remonstrances of thef commercial men themselves, in order 
to induct England to cease her unjust and injurious depreda- 
tions upon their commerce* 

We now draw towards, a close. We have seen, I repeat, 
that the populationj the exports, the tonnsuje, the domestic 
industry, and the revenue of the nation, made rapid progress 
for sei«n years of Mr. Jefferson's administration, ana that 
during the same period its debts had as rapidly decreased— 
and it appears tliat no law hostile to commerce wa» enacted 
-—no ' law favourable to commerce repealed — and that our 
prosperity continued till it was cut up by the roots by foreign 

powers and how, then, can a candid tederalist so far lose 

Bight of justice, or propriety, or the holy rule, " do as you 
n^ouldbe done by," as to charge to the past or present adminis- 
tration the consequences of measures over which they had no con 
trol? The federalists would complain most grievously if they were 
made responsible for Mr. Jjefferson's or Mr. Madison's measures. 
And where is their justioe in making Mr. Jefferson or Mr. Madison 
responsible for llie measures, or the consequences of the mea* 
«ares, of Mr. Percival or Napoleon Bonaparte? 

If I have succeeded to the extent ot my wishes, and indeed cjf 
my expectations, to establish the positions I have laid down in 
this chapter, I cannot fail to have rendered a great and lasting 
service to my fellow-cititens of both descriptions, federalists and 
democrats. 

The former! shall have convinced of the unsoundness of 
their towering pretensions to an exclusive promotion of the 
prosperity of this nation, as well as of the extreme injustice 
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of the strong and damning acctisations they have preferred a- 

irainst, and the deadly hostility they have l)ortie towards^ Hktir 
eMow.citizens^ who arc wholly guiltless of the crimes laid to 
their charge. These are important truths, deserving of their most 
8)eriou8 considefatidn: , To pursue a course of error, merely be- 
cause it has been- unfortunately commenced through inadver- 
tence, is worse than follr. . To retract error is magnanimous. 
These considerations ought to induce them to lower their tone, 
and to regard their brethren with more kindness and charity than 
they have heretofore extended to them. 

There is one point which cannot be too much or too freqaent" 
ly enforced. Tne federalists have been divested of the powers 
of the general government for thirteen yfears and upwards. Hiat 
entire period they have spent in an unceasing strujcgle to r^ain ' 
the powet* tliey liacd lost They have spared neither pains nor 
fexpense. They possess large numbers of men of powerful ta- 
lents, which are in constant requisition for the purpose. They 
have greatly the superiority of newspapers in Mrhaps all the 
seaport towns, owing to mercantile inrfuenfce.* They nave strug- 
gled in peace — they have 'struggled in war— they have struggled 
Undipr tne pressure of taxes of the most oppressive kind — 
they have struggled while we were covered with disgrace and 
overwhelmed by disaster— and they have struggled when a halo 
of glory surrounded the nation. . 'I hey have struggled under 
every possible variety of circumstances. They haveleft nothing 
tinessayed. In this struggle, the country was brought to ^e jaws 
of perdition. In this struggle, they were placed in the mortitjing 
predicament that their views were likely to prosper by the defeat 
and disgrace — and to be utterly disappointed by the success, of 
their countrjr. And in this struggle, some of their lenders com- 
mitted acts in aiding and abetting the eneipy, which, under any 
other government, or in any other nation, -would have . fed* eited 
their lives. After all these struggles and effbrte, ftey are ai 
far as ever from the attainment ofthe pri^e which ^ey have for 
thirteen years been devouring with their lodging eyes. 

And what has been the result of these efforts? To engender 
a spirit of faction, the direst scourge that ever cursed a coun* 
try— to divide man from man — ^to demondixe the nation— to 
prepare us of late for civil war and all its horrors — to deprive 
themselves of all the influence their numbers, tb^r talents^ 
and their virtues, would have ensur^ tllem^^and to place them 



* In Philadelphia, there are six federal and two democratic p84>era. Tbc 
proportion » pretty nearly the same in ether citi*.. 
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Su the frightful situation of opposing almost all the measures of the 
administratioD, however wise or salatUrj* 

• 
It is time to p&use— to cast a retrospective eye on the past*-*- 
•and look forward for the result. A verj little reflection will 
suffice to convincie them, that if thej regard their honour as a 
part^ — their character in history— 4heir duty ad citizen8--*and the 
welfare of their country-*-a change, a radical change is necessary. 
No man of common sense, who pays attention tp the existing cir- 
cumstances of the country, can persuade himself that theynave 
any chance of regaining power, unless by a eonyulsion, of which 
thjBy would be the earliest and greatest sufferers, and which thev 
would have every reason to curse most bitterly. And surely wim 
the wounds of bleedingf gasping France before their eyes— 
wijth her groans in their ears — ^they would not be so, 
mad, so bUnd, so lost to reasob, tb common sense, to 
religion, to public spirit, to all regard for themselves 
and their families^ as to pursue power through such a desperate 
road as a convulsion. It they have failed to ^ain ground in the 
great states of New-York, Pennsylvania, Virginm, and North 
Carolioa, when war, stagnation of business, and depreciation of 
property of every kind, aided their efforts to render their adver- 
saries unpopular, is it not hoping against hope, to calculate on 
pr^ucing tnis eflfect when. smiling peace with her cornucopia has 
once more revisited our favoured land ? 

Let them take the advice of a political opponent, but a real 
friend. Let them notrender ji government, whose only real defect 
is its feebleness, still more feeble, and thus endan^r its destruc- 
tion, by a blind and indiscriminate opposition, forbidden by every 
principle of common sense and patriotism; Let them with 
their utmost energy oppose all impolitic, injurious, or jinjust mea- 
sares-^-but let them yield a cordial and hearty support to every 
measure calculated to promote the public good. This is what 
eonstitutes a noble and dignified opposition^ party. Let them, if 
they choose, use all their efforts to regaiii the power they have 
los^ by fair and honourable means. Let them reeard their breth* 
Iren as labouring in the common cause to promote Bie pliblicgoodi 
even when they believe them in error. Let them mak4 allowance 
for human imperfection, from which they are no more exempt 
tiian their antagonists. By this course they will make more pro- 
gress in one year than they have in thirteen by intemperate vio- 
lence. This has recoiled on themselves. 

57 
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If I have in this chapter, done a kindness to the federalists^ 1 
have performed an equal service to the democrats, bj clearing np 
sat^factorilj points of considerable importance to their character. 
I hope I have fully disproved the heindas chai^e% adduced against 
them, of destroying the prospl^rity of their country— charges 
which have gained credence evten across the Atlantic, from their 
frequent reiteration here. 



CHAPTER LXXm. 

J^iseellaneous facts and observations. 

In this chapter I shall collect a number of inomnected facti 
and observations, whicti I have not beep able to introduce else- 
where. 

I. 
A very moderate deeree of knowledge 6f history or human af- 
fairs, furnishes numberless instances of the discordance between 
very plausible anticipations and the actual result on which tbej 
are predicated. I ofler one. The best friends of this country 
were always distressed at the probable consequences of a warup- 
on the southern states. It ivas calculated that such a «tate of 
things would afibrd a favourable opportunity, which would be ea- 
gerly embraced by th^ slaves, to rise upon their masters, and 
act over ag&in the horrors of St. Domingo. It was not taken in- 
to coDsidt ration, that a state of war requiring martial prepara* 
tions and arrangements, would greatly add to the facility of 
crushing insurrection, without in the least adding to the means "of 
its organization. It was also anticipated that the hardy and en- 
terprising people of Massachusetts would shew such a bold front 
towards an invading enemy, as to totally forbid, or at least compel 
him to abandon the attjempt' The events have falsified both al- 
culations. No insurrection was thought of by th6 Slaves. Geor* 
sia, a feeble southern state, acquired a hish degreed honour I7 
the war. It covered Massachusetts withcQsgtace. 

11. 
The attempt to impress men from on board the Chesapeake, 
was not the first outrage perpetrated by the British on an Am^- 
can national ship. During tne administration of Mr. Adams, se- 
veral sailors wero, in the West Indies, pressed from on board the 
Baltimore, a public vessel of the United States. 
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in. 

Violent pactizans have in all ages oelieved the monstroug 
doctrine, that the end sanctifies the means ; a doctrine the 
fruitful parent of numberless crimes. This frequently leads 
Barties to adopt measures at which each individual would 
have shuddered, Our country has witnessed various instances 
of this kind. Among the rest, unceasing efforts have been 
made by bome of the most zealots and violent of the oppo- 
sers of the administration, to persuade the public that the 
late war was a measure concerted between Bonaparte and the 
administration, and fqr which the former had paid the latter 
liberally. The following letter, which first speared in the 
Boston Centinel, was one of the vaiious means employed 
for this purpose. And had the British agents in Paris enter- 
ed in the project, and afforded any countenance to the ac- 
cusationy it would have gained universal cred^ce among 
enemies of. the administration in this country, and might have 
produced alarming consequences. Very much to their credit 
and to our happiness, they allowed it to pensk. 

l4fl?0RTANT UETTBB. . 

*' The original of the letter from an American jfentleman in Bans, of which 
the following is an extract, has .been seen by the editor, who vouches for its 
{laying been fiathfuDy copied therefrom :— 

.«« Farisi May :W/ 1814. 

" The treaty is nearly concluded, and we shall once more see all the World 
in peace, excepting our own country— thanks to the wbdom of the demo- 
crats and the paTlizans of Bonaparte^! Since the war has been declared, he 
has not exercised one single act of amibr or friendship, either toward the na- 
tion or any individual. It is very weU known by every one here who has 
connection with the govemn^ent, that it was by bribery that the vote for the 
war obtained. A gentleman employed in thfe office of th^ department of for- 
eign affairs, told me, that be saw on the books the luunes of m^ senators bri* 
bed, and the sums paid each of them by Semmer. 1 hope in a short time to 
be able to procure a copy of it, to send to you. The country was sold by 
Armstrong before he lef^ Paris, and the war was decideidupQii ; and in con« 
sequence he was made secretar^of war, the better to accomplish the dxabofical 
system. I hope the events which have taken place In Europe will enlighten 
the American people, and shew them^ th^ true interest, and that they will 
have resolution and patriotism enough to dismiss fVop thdccoonicilsmen who 
have so basely betrayed their country and the confidence th^^twas reposed in 
them by their fellow citizens. This is the first step, towards making an hon- 
ourable and durable peace, which must be the desire of every true American*" 

• This letter was re-copied, as a most important document, 
into a large portion of the federal papers. * 

French and English,^ influence. ^ 

The United States have resounded ^th tile charge of 

t^rench influence, which I have incidentlj touched iipon 

in some of the precedii^ paffes. Of its existence a lai^ge 

portion •f our citizens are as uioroughly satisfied', as of any 
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of th^ dempBttratioiiB in Euclid. On the subject of British 
influenpe there is an almost total silence, although from 
sameness of langua^, mercantile intercourse, and ^e pow^ 
trivl effects in our cities of British capita} and British ag^its^ 
it is plain and palpable. On the 12th of JanHair, 1814, 

Sovernor Strong delivered an address to the legisptare of 
fassachusetts, in whioh he laid considerable empbsis oh a 
<< proposal made by tiie French emperor that the congress 
at Prague should be composed of plenipotentiaries from France, 
Ae l&ited States, Denmark, and the other allied princes 
oh tiie one hand, and the plenipotentiaries of England,. Pros- 
sia, and their allies 6n the other.'* From this propottl the 
worthy goremor implied ^ a connexion with France, in the 
war'*— 4x^ other words, the hideous hjdra of ^ French influ- 
ence." 

While he thus sagaciously discovered French influence, of 
French connexions, in a circumstance so utteriy unimpor-' 
tant, is it not astpnishine that he wholly overlodceo the extent 
of BritiA influence in Boston, the^ town wher^n he wrote 
this address— and that he was as silent as tbe grave aboiit 
the enormous fupplies of specie at that' veiy timfe furnished 
to the British nation, then at war with his native country— 
and about the open, undisguised intercourse carried on with 
the ebemy, and the public sales of his government bills? 



Forgery of ships' fapers. 

In the eiiumeration of the grievances whereby the United 
States were driven to war with England, little has been said on 
the subject of the forgery of our naval papers, whereby our flag 
was discredited^ the British commerce protected, and extended 
at our expencQ, and our vessels exposed to the indignation of the 
dther belligefents, who must in numberless instances have found 
it impossible to discriminate between vessefg fitted out in Lon- 
don witii simulated documents, and vessels fitted out bona fide 
in the United States. It • is impossible to find an upright man in 
the world, w{io will not loudly and unhesitatingly condemn such 
a practice. 

Of theenstence of this practice, no man doubts. But of th^ 
extent to which it was carried, 1 believe very few are aware. 
I submit a few docuI^ent8 which will throw light on the sulxect 
and lea¥^ it then tp the reader's reflections. 

Mr. Brougham, member of parliament for Liverpool, in a speech 
on ^ubjcct of the orders in council, read the following oreu- 
lar trom a house m Liverpool, established to carry onthe manu- 
taetare of simulated papers. ' • -^ . 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



APPENDIX. 439 

** Liverpool, — ^ — . 
«Geutlemen— We V>lce the liberty herewith to infonn yon, that we have 
established oursehrei in this town for the purpose of making simulated papers^ 
which we are enabled to do in a way which will give ample satis&ction to 
our employers, not only being in possesaifm of the original do.cuments of the 
ships* papers» and deiurances to various ports, a list of whidi we annex ; but 

our Mr. G— B— having worked with his brotheiv Mr. J — »— B- , ia 

the same line, for the Isist two years, and undostanding all the necessaiy lan- 
guages. 

- •* Of any changes that may occur in the difTeient places on the continent, 
we arecarefiilto have the earliest infonnation, not only from our own con^. 

i^enons, but ftt)m Mr. J— -B , wbo has proffered his assistance in evei^ . 

way, and who hv for some time past made simulated papers for Messrs. 

B^ and P— ^ of this town, to mom we beg leave to raer you for fur> 

ther information. We remain, ^c." Then follows a list of about twenty pla- 
ces, from and to whith they* can foxge papers, having all the clearances read^ 
)>y them* from the Afferent public agents, the mpmentthey receive uitelh- 
ipence that any merchant may ne^ ^eir asastaxice in this scheme of &bhca< 

From the London Marnj^ng Chronicle, June 12, 1812. 

^ To ship brokers, custom-house agents, notaries public, merchants, &c.— • 
Simulated papers and seals, capital counting-house fiJ^res, 20 very excellent 
an4 expensive charts and maps, &c — ^By Mr. Saxpsok', at his warehouse, 16 
3ize lane, Buckler^uiy, 01^ Tliarsday next, at 11, by direction of the as* 
signees. 

<* The valuable fixtures and fittings up of the hunting-houses, 34 boxes con- 
taining simulated ships' papers t(nd seals for foreign countries, various colourr 
cd info foreign writing paper, &c. of Mr. Peter Vander A, A. merchant, a bank - 
nipt, (removed from his offices, No. 9, Water Ume, ' Tower-st.) comprising 
seven mahogany,! flap and 2 flap counting bouse desks, book case, two ci^i- 
tal library and writing tables, ^^ith drawers, stamping and sealing presses, a 
patent instantaneous Tight machine, an excellent mahogany portaole writing 
desk with secret drawers, two 'patent polygraphs, several capital charts, 
amongst which are the Northern Sea, the Cattegjit, the Azores, the Atlantic 
Ocean, the Baltic Pilot, West Indies, British Channel, coa^ of England and 
Holland, Mediterranean, Europe, Asia, and America ; Mercator's Worjd ; 
Laurie and Whittle's new map of the British isles, on spring rollers and 
boxes ; Carey's universal Atlas ; a new ledger, journal and waste Ijook, five 
vols, of the beauties of En^and and Wales, and 95 numbers of do. six mo- 
rocc6 leather cases, &c. To be viewed two days preceding the sale, at the 
broker's warehouses ; catalogues may be had of Messrs. Sweet and Stokes, 
Solicitors, Bausin^aH street, and ot Mr. Sampson, 16, Size lane, Bucklers- 
bur>» 

Extract ft'om th^^fiech of Mr, Spoonet\ at a meeUm tn Birmingham, March 

31,1812. 

" The eril that presses stronger upon my mind, as respects the'Ecense sys- 
tem, is the great degradation it produces in the national character, it is 
lamentable, that a nation, hitherto standing high in moral estimation, anxious 

• In noticing this matter in the house of commons, Mr. Stephens, author 
nf « Warin Disguise," said, •*hc would i^k gentlemen sincerely, were 
they prepared to abandon all trade to the continent of Europe on account 
of those objections ki point of morality which had been sUted by the ht>- 
noorable mottr f [Mr. Broughahi.] lie fek himself perfcctty ready to 
meet any gentleman upon this ground ; and he really believed he would find 
few who had weakness enough to thiiUL, or Iwpocrisy enough to assert, that 
the whole trade of Europe ought to be abandoned cm account of the immo- 
rahty of PBAtjns necessarily practised m the carrying it on. As to the forr- 
ITSthS^?^ ^J!!^"^ wmsuls' certificates of origin, he was convinced SSt 
neitherthis,norslwwmgfiUseccflour8tothc enemy, would be supposed so 
serious an unmonOity as to make us consent to abandon aU our trade." 
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to promote tiue knowledge, zealous to spread the prindples of pare religioiH 
should thus lay itself open to the imputation of forcings a trade by fhoid and 
perjur>', and tJiat, too^ unocfr the sanction of government It must seriouslf 
alBict every one zealous for the trtie honour and real interests of hii counlrf, 
tt>at it has'been admitted in tire court of admiralty, that under present cir- 
cumstances it was necessary to wink at simulated papers ! ! ! In canying on 
this trade, the captain of the vessel must bp furwicd with two set^ of papers 
diametrically opposite to each other, both of which he must swear to be 
true, lie must also sw6ar at one place that the property is British, in ano- 
ther that it is neutral '." 

In Liverpool, in the fall of IBU, the price of fmrged papers 
was as foIiowB : 

i t. d 
American Register^ - - ^ - 8 8 

Sea Letter, • - - - . - 2 2 

Cleariuice, - - - - 2 2 

Bills of Lading, with notaiy'scertifieates of property, 

3s<;ts, ' - - - 3 3 

I shall close ike subject with the following judicions and libenJ 
remarks from a Londoi^ piq]!er npon, aiid just reprobation of, tki» 
vile system^ which goetf the full length of demoralizing the mass 
of the persons engaged in commerce in any nation where it is 
countenanced. 

From ft London paper, 
«• WTien we hear die accusation of treacherous neutrals daily made against 
the American nation, we ought at least to inquire whether it is just before we 
give it any credence. If, however, we assisvlier in obtaining this character, 
and reap the adrantages of the prostitution of her ftag, we ought to be aifent 
OQ^Itis an undoubted fact, and well known to all concerned in the Bailie 
trade, that most of the English ships which haVegone to the north of Europe 
fbr> two years past, have assumed the America;n flag, and taken simulated pa^ 
pers, by which they have been permitted tojan entry. The general prevalence 
of this practice produced a seizure of all the siiips under American coloon, 
so that, in many instances, the neutral American merchants stdfcred. It was 
a sabject of remonstrance by JUissia, Denmark, and Sweden, to the American 
consuls there, that thbir neutral fia^ was thus unfairly assumed by one of the 
belligerents. In these instances, Uiereforc, we have no nght to chaiee the 
Americans with bad faith, m the adventures Were commenced and concluded 
by English merchants in England. 

n. 

UpsUirt fride. 

Among the Mots and blemislies of this ODuntrj^ ^ upstart pride" 
ranks very high, and produces most ruinous consequences. 

A man comes to the United States as a redemptioner. By his 
Ia!bour for three or four years in a state of senrittide, he demys 
the expense of his passage. He afterwards by ^ saving cheesepar- 
ings and ends of candles,-' and stinting hunself of necessaries, 
maJces a Uttle money. He marries a^wife, a personage equally exalted 
with himself. Tney rake and scrape together a few thousand dollars, 
and their ideas expand with their enormous wealdi. They have iburi 



Digitized by VjOi3Q IC 



APPEIifilX. . 441 

fi?e, or six sons. AndHt would be too d^ading to*st6op to mak^ 
any of them a tradesman or mechabict . No. They mut^ be all 
march-ants — or doctors-— or lawyers. Hence we are overrun 
with, broken merchants, and hungry doctors and lawyers, and 
henae arises a most serious and alarming evil, the removal of 
which demands ^e elEbrts of* all tiie friends of their country. 
There ate, ala&! thousands of estimable men scattered through 
the United States, whose talents and fortunes would have quaTi« 
filed them for use^l members of society as larjuers, artists or 
inecbanics — but who are actnally thrown away to themselves and 
the puUic by being devoted to the mercantile, or l^l, ot medi- 
ical profession. 

The ntiercantile profesdio^ being extravagantly crowded, the 
competition in our markets for the productions of the country for 
exportation, enhances the price here. A^d the great competi- 
tion 6f sellers in the foreign markets sinks the price there. 
Therefore the operation of this pernicious prejudice, whereby 
one class of our citizens is overstocked, is two fold— its injurious' 
effects are felt at home and abroad. To this source, in a great 
measure, may be ascribed the extravagant proportion of bank- 
ruptcies that have taken place among the merchants in this 
countrv for many years. . The great number of sea>ports in the 
United States, wherein foreign commerce is carried on, creates 
such a competition in the markets abroad, as must at all times 
Subject American commerce to considerable disadvantage. It is 
therefore the height of madness to extend or increase the diffi- 
culty under which pur cbmiiierce must thus ton^t^ntly and inevi- 
tably labour. ' 

VII. 

Manufactures, 

Many i>f our citizens have been led into .egregious errors on 
tl^ vital subject of the promotion and encouragement of domes- 
tic manufactures, by an outcry Which has been raised against the 
manufacturers^ that in all cases wherein leg^ protection ia af- 
forded them, they take an unjiiit and ungenerous advantage of 
the public, and enormously enhance* the price of their goods, 
whereby their fellow -citizens are unjustly laid under heavy con- 
tribution. And therefore many of our members of congress sa- 
gciously determine to let this useful class of > men, who do more 
establish the true independence of their country, than any 
other class, stru^^le against the multifarious disadvantages which 
our in&nt manuiZctures labour under, in a. competition with th6 
inatured and long est^lished manufaqtunee of Europe. 

It is not easy to conceive of any more miserable error than 
thiij or that cornea with a worse grace from those who propa* 
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|:ate it Who are they? Merchants, agriculturists, house 
owners, money lenders, oc. &c. 

Let us examine each <of these classes separately. I bmn iiHth 
the merchant. When^he imports a cai^o of anj kind whatever, 
does he i*egulate the price by the cost P-^oes he display the dis- 
interestedness and self-denial which he so eloquently preachts up 
to the manufacturer? Suppose he brings into the market an ar- 
ticle whose cost is one dollar, but which, from its scarcity and de- 
mand, will sell for fifty. Does he hesitate to demand and insist 
on fifty? Not an instant And be would have no scruple to de- 
mand one hundred, or one thousand, if the market would war- 
rant it. Let the merchant, then, neVer rail against the extortion 
of the manufacturer. Let him impose an eternal nlence on his 
tongue, on this topic, so pregnant with materials for his own con- 
demnation. ^ 

Next in order comes the agriculturist. And as a large portion 
of the members of our legislative bodies is composed of gentle- 
men of this class, the appeal has been strongly aod too success- 
fully made to their passion^ and prejudices. And they freely re- 
-echo the cry begun by the merchants against the predatory spirit 
of the manufactures. They forget the strong parable of the 
mote and the beam* Suppose a Tarmer. to bring 1000 barrels of 
flour to a city in a state of famine. Where are then his bowels 
of compassion? Where his tenderness for his suffering fellow 
men? Where his abhorrence of extortion and depredation? Will 
he sell his flour for Uie customaij price?. No. Ne. No. He 
takes the guage and measure ot the general distress. And in 
proportion to tiie degree of misery, and suffering, and stanration 
that prevails, he fixes his price. 

Tlie owner of houses and lands comes next in turn. And ^be 
is in the same predicament with the merchant and agriculturist 
He uniformly reeuUtes the rent of his houses and lands by 
the demand, not hy the cost I have paid for tiie use of a house 
for three months, durine the prevalence of yellow fever, at least 
as much rent as would nave betn required for a year. A very 
small, narrow house in Market street, Philadelphia, which could 
not liave feost two thousand dollars, cents for one ^ousand dollars 
per annum. 

On the subject of the generosity of the money lender, it b 
needless to descant His tenderness, and mercy, and bnievo> 
lence, have so long been the sufcgect of celebration and pane- 
gyric by moral and dramatic writersjand by sermonists, that they 
cannot have escaped the observation of the most snper&cialc 
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If therefor^ the manutacturers^did real! J increase their profits 
\rith tbe increase of demand, it would not be a just tutgect of 
complaint, with any of the other classes of society, who exactly 
pursue this plan themselves. But it does not follow, that a rise 
m the price of a manufactured article produces an increase of the 
profitsjDf the manufactu rer. By no meansi Three items regulate 
the price of manulactures— the cobt of the material«^the price of 
labour-^and the profit of the manufacturer. Now, it is too ob^ 
yiotts to reouire enforcement, that an increase of demand always 
increases the price of Uie ftrst-^'^nd yery frequently of the second* 
Let us then suppose, that of a yard of btoadcloth, which sells for 
six dollars, the raw material costs two— the labour two— and that 
the manufacturer has a profit of the other two. If the demand 
by any means he greatly increased, the price of tbe wool may rise 
half a dollar — and of the labour as much more. Thus the article 
may be sold at seven dollsirs—- and the manufacturer . not make 
more per yard-^<and'less per cent, than when he sold at six dol- 
lars. This is a random case--4)ut sufficient to -elucidate ^e 
point. 

Agunst extortion, on th^ part ' of mahufkcturersy the publip 
have two ^ood safeguards. One is, the competition among theia.. 
selves, which is at ail times sufficient to prevent imposition to any 
very material extent. Tbe other is, the danger of encouraging 
the European articles, which are always ready to be poured into 
the country in extravagant quantities. 

VIIL 

Excise, 

The most odious and oppressive form in which puUic contribu- 
tions can be'levied, is excise. However free tlie constitution or 
laws of a country may generally be, those citizens or subjects qu 
whom an excise system operates, are, so far as * respects the sup- 
port of government, in a state of as much oppression as the sub- 
jects of Uie veriest despotism in Europe. Their houses are liable 
to domiciliary visits — ^the whole of their business open to the in- 
spection of tax-gatherers'— they are subject to the necessitv of 
keeping their accounts according to rules 'and orders, with which 
it is almost impossible for many of them to comply— and in manj 
cases they are liable to pains and penalties for perjury, whenHieir 
intentions are perfectly fair and honourable. And so far as res 
pects property, despotism does not, I believe, exhibit itself u^ider 
a more frightful aspect titan this, in any part of Europe. 

Thai there are cases, neverthelesn, in which it is perfect* 
ly ri^t 'and proper for government to impose excises, and 

58 
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in wlii«b it is the duty of the citizehfl to submit to iliem cliecrfal- 
Ij, 1 am satisfied* And that the situation oi this countrj, dur- 
ine the last session of congress, when the excise system was ado|it» 
ed, was such as loudly ciQled for and justifiea it, is, I think, 
equally dear. The pe<»>le should have borne a tax on births or 
funerals, -on ^e light ot heaven, or the air they In-eathe, rather 
thaii submit to an invading enemy. And 1 think it was credita- 
ble to the nation, that congress reued so far on its patriotism as to 
risk their pq)ularity on a system so obnoxious, which nothing 
but dire necessity could justify. 

But when peace was restored — when the inerest sciolist is 
political economy must be perfectly satisfied, .that the impost 
would be amply adequate to teeet all possible demands <it ti»e 
govemmentN-4t was a most unpardonaue sin of the 'democratic 
mitjority not to repeal this most odious of all the odious fonns of 
taxation. To continue the domiciliary viuts of excisement-— and 
all the revolting detail Of this system, wh^i there was so obviously 
no necessity for it, and when it could be dcme awiyr witfaoot any 
pos^lo disadvantage, was a gross dereliction of dn^ on the part 
of the thirteenth con^res6*^-a disregard of the feelmgs and jsst 
claims of a large portion of their Mlow-citizens, that canBot frfl 
to ensure them the most unquidified censure of their constita- 
ents. And there is no doubt that they had political sins enoi^ 
to answer for^ without this addition to the catalogue. 



IX. 

French Deeree^-^EtigUsh Orders in CoumtiL 



I have already several times incidentally touched on Aese mea^ 
sures in the course of this work. But 1 cannot resist the tempta- 
tion once more to raise my feeble voice against them in a few 
concluding observations. 

The whole history of the world maybe ransacked in vain to 
find any parallel to these barefaced violations of the law of as- 
tions. They alone would be sufficient to stamp the era through ; 
which we have passed with disgrace and dishonour. 

Two great nations-^or rather the governments 6f two great 
nations^-strain every nerve for mutual destruction. For the at- 
/ tainment 4f this object, there is a most wanton and prodigal sacri- 

fice madet>f huinaii life and human happiness. Tet in the midst ef 
this fr^htfol devastation, they most perfectly accord mn one poiat, 
which IS, to depredate on the property of vnoimidiog and u nprotected 
l^eutrak^-oriBtermsoftiieBostonmerchantSi— ^h^ PBBY^«--yes«it 
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is ^ to preu upon th€ unpraUcUd property ^faftiendfy pewer.^^ 
TKis^as 1 have tilrpt^j stated toree or four times, 19 the Ian- 
ffaageofthe merchants of. Boston, signed by their committee, 
James Llojd, George Cabot, David Green, Arnold Welles, 
John Coffin Jones, and T. H. Perkins, If It be offensive, let 
these gentlemen answer fo^it^ 

What is the meaning of <* to preyf^ Dr. Johnson, who is in- 
disputable lexicqgraphic&l authority — ^tells the w^rld — that— >< to 
prey, is neither more nor less, than <^ toplunder-^o r^bJ^ 



1/ power.'*^ And that the ^ decrees'' vrere ^ an equally <<2my« 
fi^' character, will not be disputed. 

And what was the palliation of this j?r^ng^ system? Prance 
eonstai^tly and earnestly protested, that Englahi had begun the 
trade of *^ preying,^^ and that she h^ qnly followed her exam* 
pie. Eojgland with equal vehemence linswered that the ^prey- 
tnfl*^ haa begun on the other side of the channel. And on this 
miserable, contemptible pretence, they ^preyi^" upon American 
property between them, to the amount probably o^f thirty mil- 
lions m dollars. In 4 word, it appears that both, parties thought 
us unable to protect ourselves, ana therefore that otir commerce 
was lawful ^ prey,' to avail myself ohce more of the phraseology 
qf &fr. Lfloyd and his friends. 

It might be thought impossible to add a shade to this odious 
system. But this is an error. > The last stroke of the pebcil is 
wanted. While each of these nations << prey$dP upon the lawful 
commerce of the United States with her enemy, they carried on 
in the midst of a rasing «nd devoi|ring war, a traffic with each 
^tfaer, erected on the basis of fraud and perjury, a considerable 
portion of the materials of which traffic arose from the An^ericai^ 
property ^preyed," upon by their crOisers ! ! ! ! ! 

The New-Tork merchants prefer an accusation 4;ainst the or- 
ders in council, full 1^ strong in ^uUt^nc^— but not quite so 
plain in style as theic Boston brethren. They state that <^ htnh 
vng totally Wfpressed th€ extemat commorce of her enemiesj 
Cheat BrwUn ts eouns^tted to appropriatb to kereelfthai of her 
frUnde.^^ The term << approprufte^^ is more Chesterfieldian than 
t^prty." But it is, after al^ the same dish, a li^e moit^ lucdy 
garnished. The privateersman who << preyed^' Hpon thf ^ un* 
protected properiu of a friendly power* merely ^ppropriaied^* 
that property to Eimself. 
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ThAt in 4be whole worM a single ra^Mn, who did notffoft by 
this system, should be found to justify, dt palliate it, is amaziiic 
beyond expression.. But that ^erican m^rdiants, whose vitu 
interests and whoisecoontrj^^ dearest rights it cut up root and 
branoh, should hare tsken tms ground^as we know thej nave dc^e, 
will to our posterior ^^P^^ ^ CMnilpns and as romantic as the 
celebrated history ^D<tt BeUiams of 6ree<;e— the renowned hit- 
tory of Parismus, Parismenos, i^id Pari8menides-«(Nr Hat delecta- 
ble tales of Aladdin's wonderful lamp, and Sinbad the Saikr. 

It will be asl^ed, why discuss tinf sutject nowl^ whatpof^ 
pose can it answer but to anger and to irritate— to prerent the 
wounds received and ^yen from cicatrizing ? Ought iH>t these 
topics to be buried in eteraa} obliviim? Can tms beaproper 
time for such enquiries i I answer, diiii is the time— ^e only 
time. What purpose would the discilssion answer daring tto 
violence and turbulence of war? A i»eriod of peace is precise- 
W the time ih investigate the question, all important to the 
United States, ijriiett^r the rifl^tf of neutral nations are to t>e 
held by the tenure of the. '(^Mr^NM^rance, the moderation, tiie jus-^ 
tice and genei^ty rfbelliger^nts-T-e tenure, dT the precarioesr 
ness of whidi we have qo^ so many admonitory examples— mr 
whether tiie i^ts, the soyereignty« the trade, the omimerce of 
neutral nationa shall \^ treated by belligerents with the respect 
to which they Joe entitled. *l*his is a glorious &eme for enlight* 
ened men <m botii sides of the Atlantio-»worthy of a Miltra, a 
^irotiusya Pofendori^ a Benry, a IKcUn^oo^ <q:a Franklin^ 



T^END. 
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